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TO 


Tub  Rev.  Mr.  HUNTINGTON. 


MY  DEAR  FRISND, 

*  coNCRiTR  it  will  give  you  po  fmall  degree  of 
pleafure  to  hear,  ho\^  God  has  honoured  his 
fervant,  and  given  teftimony  to  the  word  of  his 
grace  during  your  lat€  bleflcd  vifit  to  us  in  the 
Ifle  of  Ely.  I  therefore  take  the  earlieft  oppoj- 
tunity  to  inform  you  that  the  good  Lord  has, 
through  your  inftrumentality,  been  pleafed  to 
deliver  from  fore  bondage  the  pocw  man  that 
yoa  faw  at  work  in  our  garden.  He  came  this 
morning  to  acquaint  me  of  the  glorious  liberty 
that  God  has  proclaimed  to  him  while  under  the  | 

word;  and  alfo  of  the  love  and  peace  that  he  has  • 

enjoyed  fince  you  left  us.  For  he  told  mc  that 
he  was  as  fure  that  he  ihould  be  faved,  as  that 
there  is  a  God,  and  repeated  it  feveral  times :  and 
added,  •  Nor  Ihall  all  the  devils  in  hell  ever  pre- 
vent it*  He  faid  he  Ihould  have  caufe  to  blefs 
you  to  the  day  of  his  death,  let  it  come  when  it 
may.  He  is  fo  fully  perfuadcd  of  this,  ihftt  he 
has  nfot  one  doubt  but  he  fhall  die  in  the  joys  of 
a  good  hope.     At  the  beginning  of  bis  diftrefs 
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he  occafionally  heard  at  Downham  Meeting;  but 
after  Mr.  Jenkins  had  been  amongfl:  us  the  former 
took  on  hiralelf  toburlefque  the  difcourfes  of  the 
latter^  at  which  this  poor  man  was  fo  difgufled 
that  he  never  went  again:  they  that  fear  God 
Ihall  9ome  forth  of  them  all.  fie  fays'  he  was 
firft  raifed  to  hope  under  you,  and  has  frequently 
been  much  indulged  and  encouraged  while  hear- 
ing the  word;  but  as  foon  as  you  had  finifhed 
the  difcourfe  all  was  gone.  He  tells  me  he  has 
fufFered  deeply  in  his  foul  of  lale,  and  had  con- 
cluded, before  you  came  down,  that  it  was.impof- 
fible  for  God  himfelf  to  fave  a  (inner  fo  vile  as  be 
found  himfelf  to  be:  he  fays  his  troublea  at  times 
were  fuch,  that  he  thought  he  could  not  live,  yet 
he  knew  that,  if  he  died  in  the  flale  that  he 
was  then  iui  he  (liould  moft  certainJy  be  damned. 
But,  as  foon  as  ever  you  opened  your  mouih  in 
prayer,  he  declares  that  he  felt  fuch  comfort  flow 
into  his  heart  as  he  cannot  dcfcribc.  In  (hort, 
he  declares  you  afked  for  every  thing  that  he 
wanted,  and  when  you  preached  the  word  came 
with  fuch  amazing  power  and  confolation  into 
his  foul,  that  it  caft  out  all  fear,  and  all  torment. 
1  his.  was  on  the  Sunday  morning  at  Downham. 
He  is  now  fitting  by  me  while  I  am  writing  this; 
he  came  to  me  laft  night,  and  again  this  morn* 
ing,  between  five  and  fix  o'clock.  He  defires  me 
to  give  his  kind  love  to  his  dear  father  in  Chrift 
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^  Jefils,  for  fuch,  he  fays,  he  knd^s  you  to  be;  and 
begs  to  tfe  $ivoured  with  an  intcreft  in  your 
prayers;  and,  if  you  would  condefcend  to  favour 
hiin  with  a  few  lineSj  be  (hall  efleem  it  a  peculiar 
favour:  for  he  fays  h^knows  you  have  begotten 
him  in  the  bonds  of  the  gofpel ;  and  Tuch  a  love 
docs  he  feel  to  you  that  he  fhall  never  be  able  to 
exprcfs.  His  name  is  V/addelow  Stevens;  he  de- 
fired  me  to  fay  that  he  is  now  in  the  thirtieUi 

I  year  of  his  age.  He  told  me  This  morning  tliat 
he  had  fome  converfalion  with  his  wife  laft  night, 
and  he  is  in  hope  that  God  has  not  forgotten 
her,  as  fhe  is  far  from  being  at  eafe  in  Zion.  He 
is  a  very  fimple,  honeft  man;  both  myfelf  and 
Mr.  M—-^*  have  long  entertained  a  favourable 
opinion  ©f  him;  but,  being  a  man  of  very  few 
words,  and  having  never  once  opened  his  moutfi 
before  to  us  on  a  religious  fubjedl,  wc  were  the 
more  furprifcd  to  hear  this  glorious  account. 
He  tells  us  tliat  he  (hould  have  come  to  you  be- 
fore you  left  Downhafn,  but,  as  he  knew  the 
liberality  of  your  heart,  he  dared  not.  He  fays 
that  he  (hall  have  caufe  to  blcfs  you  as  long  as  he 
is  in  the  world;  and,  let  his  end  come  whenever 
it  may,  he  is  fully  perfuaded,  and  that  without 
one  doubt,  that  lie  (hail  end  his  days  in  peace. 
He  fays,  he  thinks,  if  po(rible,  that  his  comforts 
have  increafed  more  and  more  ever  lince  you 
left  us;  yea,  he  declares  that  heaven  itfelf  cannot 
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afibrd  more  confblation  than  what  he  aow  feeb. 
He  fays  that  he  wifhes  he  could  .iwrite;  he  h4» 
fufficient  matter  for  an  endleis  epiftle.  God*<a 
goodnefs  to  this  poor  man  has  provoked  fome  to 
jealoufy;  nor  can  I  fay  thft  I  ^ni  altogether  with* 
out  heat  from  ibis  flame;  for^  although  I  kuo^ 
it  is  better  than  life  itfclf  to.  have .  a  good  hope 
through  grace^  yet  I  want  alfo  to  be  favoured 
with  the  fulnefs  of  that  love  that  caHeth  out  all 
fear.  For,  let  me  be  favoured  with  what  en- 
couragement I  may  while  hearing,  I  cannot  retain 
it.  I  remember,  two  years  fince,  you  told  me  to 
watch  the  good  hand  of  God,  for  you  faid  you 
had  no  doubt  but  I  ihould  foon  hear  of  ibme 
poor  fouls  to  whom  the  word  would  be  made  a 
bleiling.  Laft  year  Mrs.  Etches  efcaped  the  dif- 
mal  regions,  and  Mrs.  Few  found  the  dpor  of 
hope.  And  this  year  this  poor  man  has  been 
favoured  with  a  fweet  found  from  the  jubilee 
trumpet.  The  former  I  rejoiced  at;  nor  could  I 
refrain  from  tears  at  hearing  the  latter:  but  I 
will  leave  you  to  judge  of  my  feelings,  when  the 
conteAed  prize  of  the  bofom  is  pofTeiTed  by 
another,  which  is  what  I  have  fo  long  a^d  fo 
earneftly  fought.  But  in  this  I  fail  not:  I  always 
beg  of  God  to  let  his  vyord  run  and  be  glorifiad 
whenever  you  come  down  among  us*  But  can  I 
be  wrong  if  I  covet  earneftly  the  beft  gifts  for  my 
own  foul  ? 


(    7    ) 

Adieu,  my  ever  dear>  toy  Yiluable,  and  ever 
blefled  friend:  accept^  my  mod  unfeigned  and 
moft  fervent  love  yourfelf;   tender  the  fame  to 

fny  dear  Lady  S 5  and,  with  kind  remem- 

brance  to  all  friends  at  Cricklewood^  conclude 
me,  in  the  beft  of  bcmds,  ever 


Yours  mod  afitdiondlely, 


Mary  Mahtix. 


Downham,  ^iig.  7,  I6O9. 


TO 

Mks.  CHARLES  MARTIN, 

4 

Little  Downham,  hie  of  Ely: 


Mary's  artlefs  and  fimple  account  of  the  poor 
man's  deliverance  came  fafe  to  hand,  and  it  is  a 
moft  humbling  and  fclt-abafing  confideration  to 
me,  being  a  true  copy  of  a  living  epiflle,  and  a 
fweet  exhibition  of  the  unparalleled  condefcenfion 
and  humiliation  of  God,  in  fetting^he  broad  feal 
of  heaven  to  the  commiffion  of•tI1i^I)oft  dcfpi- 
cable  and  the  moft  abhorred  o£.al I  ambaffadors; 
but  God,  knowing  that  I  am  ;nuch  liateA,  hath 
therefore  given  me  another  fon. 

And  if  a  multitude  of  various  lool^s  can  fppak, 
and  countenances  can  proclaim,  and  if  I  have 
^ny  Ikiirin  reading  ^ the  rifings  and  fallings,  the 
goings  and  comings,  the  approbation  and  then  the 
fear,  the  rifings  in  hope  and  finking  in  dread,  the 
Ihining  with  oil  and  the  wceping3  of  love:  1  fay, 
if  I  can  read  thefe  inward  motion^  by  the  coun- 
tenance, which  is  a  true  index  of  the»heart,  you 
will,  ere  long,  acquaint  mc  with  the  birth  of 
another  fon,  unlefs  he  be  one  that  comes  from 
fome  difiant  place.  It  is  a  poor  young  man  that 
I  allude  to,  a  face  that  I  have  often  feen  in  the 
barn;  both  his  ears  were  mofl:  aflTuredly  unftopped, 
and  he  heard  the  voice  of  the  charmer,  and  moved 
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in  concert  with  it;  his  countenance  and  my 
mouth  kept  pace  and.  footed  it  together,  until 
the  damping  conclufion  of  *  I  add  no  more'  put 
a  ftop  to  the  dance ;  it  was  fo  confpicuous,  that 
I  could  but  obferve  it^  and  he  was  too  much  loft 
in  amazement  to  think  of  concealing.  I  men- 
tioned the  circumftancelo  you  and  Mr.  M.  after- 
wards, though  neithei^^ou  could  inform  m^ 
who  he  is;  but  we  fl^lTOt  lofe  him  in  the  crowd, 
for,  when  the  v^jpffuf  pardon  fays  to  the  prifoner, 
'Go  forth/  then  fhey  that  fit  in  darknefs  muft  fhew 
thcmfelves,  Ifaiah  xlix.  9.  He  muft  appear,  for 
all  fuch^ifiafl  return  and  give^glgry  to  God,  if 
nineteen  hypocrites  depart  without  it. 

J  was  not  a  little  furprifed,  when  we'flrft 
walked  together  in  the  garden,  at  the  poor  man* 
you  fpeak  of ^  both  his  words  and  his  countenance 
expfeffed  a  moft  hearty  welcome,  and  his  hand 
the  moft  cordial  reception;  fuch  falutations  apd 
embraces  are  feldo'm  lavilhcd  away  upon  the  off^- 
fcouring  of  the  earth.  I  expert  no  Icfs,  either  by 
word  or  look,  than  to  be  confidered  and  received 
as  an  enemy,  a  deceiver,  a  troublcr  of  Ifrael,  or 
as  a  fpy  upon  the  nakednefs  of  the  land.  But,  as 
every  good  work  proclaims. the  workman,  fo  a 
man's  gift,  efpecially  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
makes  room  for  him.  If  the  word  is  a  hammer, 
it  breaks  the  rock;  if  a  fire,  it  diflblves  the  moun- 
tains; if acandlc, itfearchcs Jerufalem;  ifavoic5 
of  thunder,  it  alarms  the  fecurcj  and,  if  as  th^ 


« 
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piercings  o^  a  fword^  entrances  aiid  inroads  into 

the  heart  and  confciencc  arc  made.     ^^A  wife 

'  man/'  faith  the  proverb,  *^  fcaleth  the  city  of  the 

mighty,  and  cafteth  down  the  llrength  of  the 

♦  ...  ■>     •       ^ 

confidence  thereof/'  for  whenever  the  word  enters 
the  power  of  the  Spirit  is  clearly  raanifcfted,  and  a 
full  proof  of  the  miniflry  is  made;  and  convinced 
fouls  dare  not  hate,  though  they  cannot  love;  and, 
if  they  cannot  approf^%  4hey  dare  not  reproach  ; 
for  our  call,  coaimiiHon,  Isid  authority,  are  all 
'  manifeiled  and  eflabliihed,  even  in  fheir  owa 
confidence  as  well  as  in  their  own  confcience ;  for 
fuch  believe  and  tremble,  feel  and  ai?e  afFrighted. 
But  nothing  makes  us  fo  wclconic  to  the  raoft 

fjant  fraternity  of  Jcflfe>  as  the  horn  of  uaftion, 
en  we  are  fent  to  pray  over  thofe  ^ho  mre  fick  of 
fin  and  of  felf,  and  to  anoint  them  with  frefli  oil  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord.  And  it  appears,  by  the 
inan^s  cordial  reception  of  me  at  my  coming,  that 
the  Comforter  had  fhewed  him  beforehand  things 
to  come,  though  his  undcrftanding  might  be  un- 
fruitful  upon  this  head;  becaufe  he  gladly  received 
the  fpy,  wheQ  joy  and  peace  foon  followed ;  for 
there  is  no  beauty  in  our  feet  upon  the  inountains 
until  the  oil  of  joy  anoints  the  eyes  of  the  fpec- 
tators;  and  even  this  is  but  a  faint  difcovery  of 
the  gloiy  of  his  image  who  is  the  only  begotten 
of  the  Father,  full  of  grace  and  truth. 

The  poor  man  is  a  tiue  copy  of  the  power  of 
the  gofpel^  and  an  excellent  portrait  of  its  fim- 
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.plicity.    Truth  gQes  l?efore  in  iJje  prorpifcs,  -ajid 
fdithfuluefs  follows  a^er  ^od  makes  them  .good 
^tbe  gofpel  is  a  difplay  of  the  eternal  love  of  the 
jHoly  Triaity  to  the  finfiul  fons  of  men,  and  th^s 
divine  love  '  fibbed  abrqad  in  the  heart  is  Gpdjs 
Jmage  in  man.    The  Holy  Spirit  is  the  feal,  and 
Jove  the  impreffipn ;  ajnd  he  that  believes  the  loyc 
.  of  God  fets  the  hand  of  faith  to  the  imprefs  of  love, 
.and  confefleth  with- his  month  that  God  is  true. 
It  is  now  nine  or  ten  years  fipce  I  firft  went 
into  the  ifland,  and  the  xyork  has  been  chiefly 
ploughing,  ftirring,  fqwing,  and  (otpo  work  at 
bxeakipg  the  clods :.  but  reaping,  bin^ding,  ihpck- 
ing,  and  ingathering,  arc  the  fwecteft ,  branchy 
of  the  Lord's  hufbandrj',  for,  *^  He  that  re^peth 
.x^cciveth  wages,  and  gatbereth  fruit  unto  life 
eternal:  that  both  he  that  foweth  and  he  that 
reapetfa  may  rejoice  together."^  This  we  fee,  and 
this  we  can  fay,  that  although  the  offence  of  the 
crofs  is  not  ceafed,  as  under  the  miniftry  of  the 
letter,  yet  the  pleafure  of  God  profpers  in  the 
hand  of  the  Mediator;  a;id  he  fees,  and  we  too,  the 
travail  of  his  foul,  which  is  a  fatisfadtion  to  him 
and  a  pleafure  to  us.  It  is  true  the  work  among  us 
is  not  begetting,  quickening,  labouring^  bringing 
.  forth,  and  making  perfeft,  a  whole  family  under 
.  one  difcQurfe,  as.it  is  among  fome  of  your  neigh- 
bours; yet  as  the  firft  are  laft,  fo  we  hope  that  the 
laft, will  be. firft. 

Qld  Sarah  never  was  fo  quick  in.hcr  motio^'i 
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as  Hagar,  for  they  that  be]leve  fliall  not  m&ke 
hafte;  nor  is  Zion  fo  prolific  as  Jerufalem  that 
now  is;  but,  when  the  Lord  returns  according  to 
the  time  of  h'fe,  Zion  is  fure  of  a  feed.  When 
God  vilits  the  miferable  foul  with  his  falvation, 
and  the  confolations  of  his  love  by  the  Spirit,  we 
are  fure  of  an  addition  to  the  family;  the  grand 
example  of  this  to  all  fucceeding  ages  is  recorded 
Genefis  xxi.  1 ;  '^  And  the  Lord  vifited  Sarah  as 
he  had  faid,  and  the  Lord  did  unto  Sarah  as 
he  had  fpoken.  For  Sarah  conceived  and  bare 
Abraham  a  fon."  Hence  it  appears  that  Ifaac 
was  an  heir  of  prbmife;  God  did  as  he  had 
fpoken,  and  his  prefencc  fulfih  the  promife ;  and 
all  that  come  forth  without  this  divine  vifitation 
have  no  more  members  of  the  new  man,  nor  any 
more  features  of  God's  image,  than  a  fnail. 

You  may  tell  the  young  man  that  I  have  it 
net  in  my  power  to  forget  him,  for  fuch  are  my 
joy  and  crown.;  and  both  the  anointing,  and  the 
cap  of  ftate,  will  have  a  place  in  the  hearts  of  all 
who  are  made  kings  and  priefts  unto  Godi  and 
efpecially  in  them  whom  God  condefcends  to  ufc 
in  anointing  others. 

If  Peter  be  bidden  to  arife  and  kill,  he  is  com- 
manded alfo  to  eat;  when  God  reftores  comforts 
to  Ephraim,  he  reftores  the  fame  to  thofe  that  be- 
moan him.  Nor  is  itlikely  thatGod  and  hisangelic 
'neighbours  (hould  rejoice  toggther  in  heaven  over 
one  iinner  that  repcnteth^  and  all  his  friends  upon 
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earth  be  filent  on  the  occafion;  nO|  they  are  both 

called  upon,  and  called  together,  to  acquiefce  in, 

and  to  rejoice  at,  this  happy  meeting  and  eternal 

vinion,  when  God  and  the^penitent  meet  together 

in  Chrift  Jefus.    None  but  elder  fons,  who  are  in 

their  firft-born  ftate,  will  be  filent,  fullen,  and 

angry,  Qn  fuch  an  occafion,  and  to  fuch  a  degree 

as  never  to  come  near  to  Go(),  to  his  faints,  and 

to  his  worfhip  any  more ;  "  He  was  angry  and 

would  not  go  in,"  Luke  xv.  28. 

The  fpoufe  may  be  jealous,  and  angry  too, 
when  the  daughters  of  Jerufalem  take  up  the  knee 
and  the  bofom  alfo,  as  jealoufy  often  furmifess 
but  then  this  is  only  partial  and  temporary,  like 
the  indignation  of  the  ten  difciples  againil  James 
and  John,  about  a  feat  at  the  right  and  left  hand 
of  the  Lord,  Matt.  xk«  24.  But  this  fire,  though 
it  was  vehemently  hot,  yet  it  was  not  lafting;  it 
was  not  like  the  anger  of  Efau,  it  did  not  tear 
perpetually,  nor  was  their  wrath  kept  for  ever, 
Amos  i.  11.  Mary  has  no  caufe  to  be  touched 
\vith  jealoufy  on  this  occafion,  nor  any  other  per- 
fon  who  fears  the  Liord,  who  favours  his  caufe,  and 
who  waits  upon  him  and  for  him ;  for  this  they 
have  from  1/is  own  mouth,  ^*  They  Ihall  not  h^ 
afliamed  that  wait  for  me."  Nor  is  Mary  igno- 
rant of  thefe  indulgenciesj  fhe  is  no  fi:ranger  to 
freedom  and  familiarity  with  him;  ihe  has  often 
approached  with  boldnefs,  and  left  many  cares 
and  burdens  behind  her,  and  has  obtained  both 
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feith  and  hope ;  and  flib  has  fo  ftrorig  d  ffeftimcny 
of  this  both  from  the  Spirit  tod  her  own^  con- 
itience,  that  fhe  dares  not  deny  either  without 
belying  both.  Wcddi'ng  days  do  not-laft  all  the 
yfe'al?  round,  nor  is  the  charafter  of  a  bridegroorti 
rtie  only  one  thait  Chrift  fuftain^.  He  is  a  huf- 
band,  a  father,  a  mafter^  and  a*  ruler ;  and  he  ap^- 
^ears,  and  fills  all  thefc  in  turn,  and  in  6nc  of 
ifh^fe  you  are  fare  to  have  him.  The  feaft  of  the" 
paffover  was  not  kept  all  the  year  through,  only 
ehcc  a  year;  if  all  is  feftivity,  who  is  to  c;lrry  the 
fcrofs  ?  who  to  bear  the  heat  and  burden  of  thtf 
day  ?  who  are  to  endure  the  furnace?  and  who 
fo  keep  open  the  path  of  tribulation  ?  The  laft 
jdefcription  the  angel  gives  of  the  company  bear- 
ing ^alms  in  heaven,  is,  that  thefe  are  they  who 
eame  out  of  great  tribulation;  and  it  was  thii 
<hat  drove  them  to  wafh  their  robes  and  mstke 
fhehi  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  I  would 
to  God  that  all  who  wait  at  Wifdofn's  gate  were 
is  fotwird  as  Mary.  You  remember  my  dream 
of  tbfe  fiver,  the  boat,  the  company,  the  cottage, 
(he  greien  lawn,  and  the  golden-hedded  bird,  and 
the  way  in  which  I  caught  it.  Since  I  have  beerl 
wititig  this  the  dream  cnme  frclh  to  my  mindj 
btrt  foYne  parts  have  cfcaped  rny  memory;  be  fo 
kirid  as  to  fend  that  letter  back  to  me  if  you  have 
tiot  deftroyed  it ;  for,  although  I  place  no  cotifi* 
denoB  in  dreatns,  yet  fome  parts  of  that  are  now  ap» 
pirenfly  verified.   Mary  cannot  forget  tl>e  various 
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times  that  flic  has  been  fo  forely  befet  by  a  fleepy 
devil;  the  fudden  fall  of  this  upon  you,  and  at  no 
other  time  bul  when  engaged  in  religous  exercifes, 
makes  manifefi  from  whence  it  comes.  God  fays. 
Awake  and  watch:  then  it  mud  be  the  devil  that 
lulls  us  to  fleep  when  at  prayer ;  but  there  is  no 
danger  of  fleeping  when  the  flames  of  jealoufy 
arc  kindled ;  if  any  thing  under  heaven  will  keep' 
you  awake,  this  will;  therefore  this  alfo  is  among 
£ne  all  tilings  that  work  for  good^  fb  them  that 
love  God. 

I  mufl  now  addrefs  my  fon.  And  what  (hall  I 
iaiy  to  thee,  my  fon  ?  Why  I  will  fcy,  as  Jofeph  did 
to  l^erijamin,  *^  God  be  gracious  unto  thee,  my 
fon  :'*  and  remember  that  God  hath  formed  thee 
tox  Kipfelf,  that  thou  mayeft  Ihew  forth  hi* 
pfraife.  ^uch  are  to  go  out  with  joy,  and  be  led 
ftirth  with  peace,  while  the  Holy  Spirit  will 
call  up  tne  highway,  and  make  crooked  things 
firaight,  and  rough  places  plain,  and  convince 
thee,  by  his  love  within,  that  charity  is  the  mora 
excellent  way.  But  a  brother  is  bom  for  adver- 
iity.  I^me  will  near  thy  report,  fee  and  admire 
tli'e  work,  apd  take  encouragement  from  it  to  wait, 
to  watch,  audio  hope  for  the  fame  benefit;  while 
others  will  fee  and  hate  the  change;  thefe  will 
watch  for  thy  halting,  and  make  thee  an  offender 
for  a  word ;  and,  if  God  keep  thee  as  upright  as 
tne  palm-tree,  yet  a  vile  antinomian  thou  muft 
be  called  \  from  this  no  heaven-bom  foul  can  bo 
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exempt  in  our  days^  for  fiich  afperfions  ar^  in^ 
tended  for  no  other  purpofe  but  to  blacken  thofe 
whom  God  condefcends  to  keep  clean. 

Thou  art  come  forth  at  a  bufy  time;  it  is 
the  beginning  of  wheat  harveftj  and  thy  mind, 
thoughts,  and  afFe(5Hons,  will  be  fo  entertained 
above,  that  thou  wilt  be  as  awkward  and  inex- 
pert at  the  fcythe  and  fickle^  as  I  was  at  the  hoe 
and  the  rake;  but  the  harveft  muft  be  got  in, 
and  thou  art  at  work  for  them  who  are  in  thp 
fame  fccret,  and  who  know  the  difference  be- 
tween jubilee  and  common  years,  and  who  can 
ipake  allowances  on  fuch  occafions.  God  has 
fhewed  thee  the  way  of  life,  and  has  fet  before 
thee  an  open  door,  and  none  can  Ihut  it.  Chrift 
Jefus  is  the  new  and  living  way,  and  faith  and 
Ipve  arc  living  feet,  thefe  will  move  on  at  every 
transforming  view  of  a  dear  Redeemer.  Be  grate- 
ful, he  thankful ;  ftarid  faft,  and  cleave  clofe,  and 
the  God  of  peace  fliall  be  with  thee. 

I  thank  Mary  for  thefe  welcome  tidings,  and 
blefs  my  God,  who  does  riot  fuffer  the  antinomian 
to  labour  in  vain.  My  kind  love  to  Mr.  M.  ancj 
all  that  love  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in  fincerit}^j 
while  I  ever  remain,  in  the  bond  of  the  ever- 
lafting  covenant, 

-    Your  moft  affedlionate  Friend  and  Servant, 

The  Coalheavbr. 


^riB  Rfev.  W.  H0NTINGTON. 


hWtdht  MLOVtD  A^  tf KT'.  SIS> 

Iiv  love  to  y6ii,  ]f  w^ite  Ho  infotm  you  a  little  of  ' 
^odV  deitTmgs  witi)  itae.  About  five  or  fix  years 
^6  the  d'ear  Lord  v^as  pleafed  to  give  me  a  fight 
of  my  Ibfi!  ix)d  undone  i^ate ;  I  faw  and  felt  that 
it  t  died'  iii  the  date  that  I  was  then  in^  l!  was  as 
fure  to  be  d'atnliied  as  I  was  born;  I  was  afraid  to 
gb  tt)  fieep  for  f'e^r  I  fhould  lift  up  my  eyes  in 
hell,  as  the  rieh  main  did,  for  I  had  him  always 
before  my  ey«^,  aind  in  the  morning  I  ufcd  to  cry 
t3Ut,  O!  \<rhat  ar  iticfcy  to  be  out  of  hell ! 

t  was  brought  up  to  the  church  of  England^ 
but  I  was  obliged  t6  lay  by  all  my  forms  o£ 
pray tt,  and  ery,  (jod  be  merciful  to  me  a  finhet. 
T  was  Convinced  that  you  and  Mr.  Jenkins  were 
God's  fervattt^,  and  wheii  I  got  a  little  better  (for 
If  had'  been  very  ill  in  body)  I  went  to  hear  Mr. 

J-^ ;  his  text  was,  •*Cortieoat  from  amongft 

ihem^  and  be  ye  feparate,*'  &c,  and  fo  I  did^  for 
my  lieart  was  cleaving  to  a  new  family,  which  I 
believed'  to  be  the  chilcfren  of  God  ^ 

I  had  twelve  miles  to  walk  to  hear  Mr«  J — ^ 
and,  as  I  was  going  one  Sunday,  I  called  on  a 
mad  that  ufed  alfo  to  hear  the  word  at  Lewes,  and 
tbei«  fat  a  young  man  reading  one  of  your  books*  > 
t  Heard  him  till  I  found  I  was  condemned  on 
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every  hand ;  I  thought  there  was  no  way  left  for 
me  to  efcapej  all  my  jighteoufnefs  was  as  filthy 
rags,  therefore  I  was  brought  to  hunger  and  ihirft 
after  fomething  better.  I  had,  however,  a  little 
comfort  at  times  from  thcfe  words,  "  BleiTcd  are 
they. which  do  hunger  and  thirft  after  righteouf- 
hefs,  for  they  fliall  be  filled;"  and,  "  As  many  as 
I  love  I  rebuke  and  chaften,  and  fcourge  every, 
fon  that  I  receive;  and  they  that  are  without 
chaftifcments  are  baftards  and  not  fons."    But 

« 

carnal  reafon  and  unbelief  faid  it  could  not  be 
love  that  exercilcd  me  fo.  If  I  had  ten  thoufand 
worlds,  I  could  have  left  them  all  for  a  part  or  lot 
in  Chrift  Jefus,  for  I  h\v  him  a  complete  Saviour, 
fo  fuitable  to  my  cafe ;  but,  O !  that  fin  of  unbelief, 
which  is  the  grcateft  of  all  my  plagues  !  .Yet  my 
prayer  was,  for  God  to  fearch  me,  and  try  me, 
and  know  my  heart  and  thoughts,  and  fee  if 
there  was  any  wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead  mc  in 
the  way  ei^erlafting.  ,  And  fo  it  is  to  this  day,  for 
i  am  afraid  of  my  own  heart,  it  being  deceitful 
above  all  things,  and  dcfpcratcly  wicked.  But 
God  did  not  fufFer  me  to  fhun  the  light,  but  to 
come  to  it,  for  I  longed  to  know  the  word  of  myfelf. 
I  found  God  to  be  in  Mr.  J.  of  a  truth,  a^nd  I  was 
fearchqd  and  tried  to,  and  fometimes  comforted, 
until  I  was  brouorht  down  to  the  feet  of  Chrift, 
Come  what  may;  come  life,  come  death,  come 
heaven  or  come  hell ;  here  I  am,  O  Lofd !  do 
with  .me  what  fecmcth  good  in  thy  fight;  not  my 
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Will,  but  thine  be  done.     I  knew  God  would  be 
juft  in  fending  me  t3  my  own  place,  for  finning 
againfl  him;  but  inftead  of  that  I  felt  humble- 
ncfs,  -fneeknefs,  contrition  of  heart,  godly  forrow, 
repentance,  and  felf-  abafement ;  and  foon  after 
this  1  went  to  Bolney  to  hear  you,  which  I  never 
had  done  before.     I  do  not  remember  your  text, 
buj  this  I  do  remember,  that  you  preached  Chrift 
Jefas,  and  he  was  to  me  the  chiefeft  among  ten 
thoufand,  and  the  altogether  lovely.    I  was  much 
humbled  under  a  fenfe  of  God's  goodnefs,  and 
my  own  vilenefs  ;  O !  the  love  that  I  felt  to  you, 
and  to  your  God !    I  walked  very  humbly  for 
fome  time,  and  delighted  myfclf  in  thfe  ways  of 
God,  particularly  in  private  prayer,  for  I  found 
nearnefs  of  accefs  to  God;  but  I  could  not  bear 
the  thoughts  of  your  leaving  Suflex,   for  when 
you  came  to  Lewes  I  heard  you  again  ;  and  when 
you  went  avvay  I  ufed  to  long  to  go  with  you  to 
London,  and  would  have  been  glad  to  be  3'our 
fervant,  or  any  thing  elfe;  for  I  think,  when  I 
have  been  in  thefe  frames,  that  I  couM  have  laid 
down  my  life  for  you. 

After  this  I  had  a  dream ;  I  dreamed  that  I 
was  in  a  furnace^,  and  that  I  went  down  as  though 
it  was  nearly  into  hcH  itfclf,  and  up  (  came  again; 
and  there  was  one  fitting  by  which  I  conceived 
to  be  the  Son  of  God ;«  every  time  I  had  a  view 
of  him  hope  fprung  up,  and  a  confidence  that  [  ' 
fliould  not  be  loll;  and  I  was  not,  for  he  brought 

B  a 
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^e,  9wA  fafe  I  %^olse,  and  b^oU  it.  wv  9,  cjfemtt; 
^  whtjfl.  1 4\9CoKe  I  felt  vjery  huwble,  ftod  wiling 

.  to  gcx  thr^jt^gh  tl>q  ficfry  triajt  fpr  I  did  Wievq  that 
dr^i^ui  tQ  b^  fioai  Qod,  t):)qugjbi  I  h^^ve  b^d  m^py 
dj^^un3,  frofn  the  dfP^il^  Sopti  ^ftet  t^s,  lovc 
bi^gap  tQ.  w^3^  C0I4  ^g4ip»  dnd  w:tj  affe&'iQfis  wejrc 
goi^Dg  a^ter  idpla ;  apd  I  vi^ei^t  To  fati^  tb^jt  I  tbpughl 
I  wpttld  bavQ  my  own  ^ay,  if  1,  ^:a;s  d^ma<$d  ^ 
ilu  I  fq]2X}d  my  corruption?  gpt  Uvely  9fid  ftrongy 
^n|i  I  found  unbc^iefy  Cam^l  rearoa^  hardiKi3  of 
heart,  i;ebelliQn^  comity,  -apd  hs^d  tbougbts  0^ 
Qpd,  Bfl^  the  lujft  of  tbe  fieihi  worl^lU^e  tb^  $rQ 
of  h^U ;  «*  Q  vKfc^ch^d  tnaa that  lam !"  I.  thpu^bl 
thefe  diings  would  worl^  my  dcftrnclion,  vbca 
tbef^.  wprds  were  fent  home  to  q^Qi  ^*  If  wq  iiQ 
wilfully^  after  that  we  have  received  the  know- 
ledge of  the  taruth^  there,  remainetb  no  mor^ 

'  facrifice  for  fins,  but  a  certain  fearful  looking  for 
of  judgment  apd  £i&ry  iodiguation  ;'*  and^ "  T  here 
is  x^  pe^ce,  faith,  qiy  Gqdj  to  the  wicked/'  Here 
I  ejcped^ed  to  be  cut  off:  but  God  changeth  qot^ 
tbeirefoit)  it  is  that  I  am  not  cc^fmned^.     *^  ThQ 

,  backflider  in  heart/'  the  fcriptqre  faith,  *^  ihall  l^ 
filled' with  his. own  ways;'*  apd  fo  was  t,  for  the 
dear  I^rd  made  me  fick  of  idols>  and  (ick.  of  felf^ 
apd  the  mqte  I  prayed  againft  my  cprruptioi^s 
and  luft  the  worfe  I  wasi  and  the  devil  told  me  X 
bad  bettcir  ^v^  up  prayer,  £3r  it  wis  of  no  ufe, 
fedqg  I  was  not  a  child  of  God ;  for  God  fayai 
^^iLQuflffd  jQH  ihall  bave^  feck  and  you  ihall  fin4 
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teObIt  thct  it  dikU  \i^petiii^  tu^b  ydtii^  but  yo& 
ha^k  hiHh  phi^riifig  }cMg  without  Vticeiving  ant 
ithtt^et,  And»  ks  i  pivt  "ivky  to  thrs,  th6  dieni 
gahlbd  )s:it>DAd,  and  t  foil  it ;  I  tiTought.  ki  Job 

%8,  that  i!f  I  ptifed  and  G<jd  h^d  anfsvtted,  yet 
^tttld  t  tiot  belb^e  that  h6  had  heatk6!ned  tifito 
my  "^bide.  O  hb\V  dfbanmil  ba<ri  !  bebn  to  think 
hd'ir  1  hav«  difhonoiired  iSbd  through  this  dakhn- 
iiig  fih  ot  tmbilief.  t  find,  without  Gold,  I  cad 
Ab  ht)thing  gtiicid,  no  not  (q  murch  as  think  a  good 
thbtJght,  if  it  vttvAd  favfc  vaf  fodl.  It  is  a  bleflcd 
l\ili\g  fctiAe  that  ther^*  is  no  part  of  iny  fkivatidh 
leil  for  teti  to  \^ork  outi  if  there  was  it  wo\iM  b'6 
ati  bVef  ticith  m^.  I  hav^  no  merit,  nO  v^oith  or 
WOnhihfeis  iri  tii^,  fot  ifi  hiy  flefli-dwelliith  no 
^6cA  thibg.  t  thihit  I  do  know  what  th£  plague 
(it  the  h^^rt  i$i  fbr,  if  I  got  any  comfort,  t  was 
^ilM  by  §atan  to  give  an  actount  what  promift 
birbUght  it,  for  it  tfiuA  bt  {Jqtat  particijlar  pro- 
ihife,  or  tUc  it  <KrotiTd  dot  do.  So  I  thought  1  wsU 
p6i  a  6hild  dt  pi'drhife,  bteaufe  1  had  not  the 
j^fOftiif^  brought  to  mt  as  fotbe  have:  but,  finc^ 
I  hav6  fSi  unddf  ypu,  I  hav6  not  been  tadch 
iSibmittMd  about  the  wor4»  (or  tht  kingdottt 
iknds  rtot  ih  word,  but  1  ate  fUM;  that  I  havb  felt 
the  powet*. 

i  <:atnd  to  loddoh  laft  NoVentbei',  and  I  was 
ill  a  very  h^Vy  trial  when  i  came,  and  fb  troubled 
diat  I  eould  liot  fpeak,  and  fo  ill  in  body  that  I 

^  trt>ubled  even  to  walk.  1  had  not  been  long  in 
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town  before  you  preached  fropi.this  text,  *' Save  thy 
people,  O  Lord,  and  blcl's  thine  inheritance ;  feed 
them  alfo,  and  lift  them  up  for  ever."  You  laid, 
what  you  aimed  at  was  to  bring  forth  a  few  fwcct 
things  from  your  text;  and,  bleflcd  be  God,  fo 
you  did,  and  fo  I  found  it;  it  was  Tweeter  than 
honey,  or  ihcTioney  comb,  and  I^had  a  feaft  of 
fat  things.  All  my  doubts  were  gone,  and  all  my 
fears  removed  ;  all  my  corruptions  and  lufts  were 
fubdued;  and  1  felt  love,  joy,  peace,  humblenefs 
of  mind,  and  meeknefs,  Ipring  up,  and  I  had  a 
meek  and  quiet  fpirit  givento  me,  for  I  bad  not  a 
doubt  of  my  intercft  in  Chrift.  1  he  fear  of  death 
and  judgment,  hell  and  damnation,  all  died  away, 
while  the  Spirit  bore  witncfs  with  my  fpirit  that 
I  was  a  child  of  God.  1  found  what  we  ufed  to 
fay  at  churci  to  be  true,  that  God  filleth  the 
hungry  with  jgood  things,  and  fcndeth  the  rich 
empty  away.  I  could  thank  and  blefs  God  with 
,  all  my  foul  for  what  he  had  done  for  'me,  and  I 
was  very  happy  for  a  few  weeks,  and  did  fweetly 
feed  on  your  difcourfes ;  but,  alas  !  my  comforts 
weut  away  again  and  troubles  came.  I  felt  great 
doubting*  and  fearings ;  my  corruptions  and  lufts 
got  very  ilrong  and  powerful,  and  my  heart  very, 
hard,  and  I  was  both  peeviih  and  fretful.  If  I 
read  the  Bible,  I  was  as  though  I  fkould  give  God 
the  lie ;  and,  in  prayer,  as  though  I  fhould  blaf- 
pheme  and  die.  I  conceived  mylelf  to  be  under 
a  dclufion,  and  that  it  was  prefuniption  I  bad 
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got  under  you :  I  fancied  the  dear  Lord  had  left 
mc,  as  he  did  Saul ;  and  it  ^as  fuggefted  to  me, 
*  Are  you  fare  that  your  minifter  is  right,  does^he 
really  feel  what  he  jJreaches?'  I  was  in  this  ftate 
for*fome  weeks,  and  thought  that  the  workings 
of  thcfc  evils  could  hot  be  for  my  good/  or  for. 
the  glory  of  Gdd,  and  was  thereby  brought  very 
low.  Afterwards  it  pleafed  God  that  you  Ihould 
preach  from  this  text,  "God  is  faithful,  by  whom 
you  were  called  to  the  fellowfhip  of  his  Son, 
J^fus  Chrift  our  Lord.'*  You  gave  fuch  a  de- 
fcription  of  the  trial  I  was  in,  the  temptations  I 
was  exercifed  with,  and  our  being  called  to  the 
fellowlhip  of  Chrift,  that  it  pleafed  God  to  own, 
Hcfs,  and  apply  the  word  with  power,  fo  that  the 
devil  was  obliged  to  h^<fS  with  his  fifty  darts, ' 
and  I  went  home  in  fweet  peace.  .Truly,  I  can 
fay,  God  is  faithful,  and  will  noi*  forfake  the 
work  of  his.  own  hands,,  nor  fu|Fer  us  to  be 
tempted  above  that  whic)^  we  are  able  to  bear. 
By  thefe  trials  I  find  out  tha  two  principles,  the 
new  man  and  the  old ;  and  I  would  not  commit 
another  fin  againft  God,  if  it  was  his  blefied  will, 
for  all  the  world ;  yet  I  find  a  principle,  that 
lives  in  me,  that  loves  fin  as  well,  if  not  better, 
than  ever  it  did,  and  can  ftgafi:  upon  nothing  elfe 
but  fin;  and  the  fins  that  I  ufed  to  indulge 
myfelf  the  moft  in,  are  they  which  I  now  find*my 
greatcft  plagues.  Dear  Sir,  1  loft  all  fear  of  death 
when  you  preached  from  this  text;  **  When  he 
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ihjtll  come  to  be  gliKified  io  his  fftitits,  ind  nd^ 
mired  in  all  them  th^t  believe."  The  l^oguage  of 
f  my  foul  was.  Come,  Iflrd  JefuB,  come  quiclUy. 
''  You  faid  tbiere  were  foqie  that  were  waiting  fof 
the  fecond  appearing  of  Chrifi  Jefqs ;  a^d,  blafle4 
be  God,  I  found  myfelf  to  be  oqe  of  that  qpiot 
ber,  though  fo  TilCj  th4t  J  am  not  w<Mlhy  of  thf 
leaft  of  all  (jod's  mercieSi  for  I  deferve  oothiog 
at  his  hands  but  everlafting  deAmftioq.. 

I  hate  and  abhor  mvfetf :  this  I  now  {^k  and 
feel,  for  God  has  given  me  a  huinble  heart;  h  i*- 
the  goodnefs  of  God  that  has  led  me  to  rcpent-> 
ance,  and  it  has  led  me  tp  Qod,  «od  not  from 
him,  Blefs  his  mojt  hply  name,  I  love  him  bpr 
caufe  he  firft  loved  pie,  snd  gave  himfelf  for  mc» 
die  cbi  ny  fins  have  beei> 

agaioft  Sir,  I  fear  I  ihaU 

.  vnaxy  ]  fpeak.ing  of  theft 

things  '  .11  my  dsligtit,  and 

«U  my  I  ing  ftiort  of  Chrift 

1  pount  ire  ta  mc  tA«w  th* 

^rapof 

I  ^  I,  you  fpQke  from 

tiiefe  \  ch  ef^abliQieUi  Hf 

with  f  h  auoioted  u^  if 

God,  who  hath  alfo  fealed  us,  and  giv«i  the  eavt 
neft  of  the  Spirit  in  bur  hearty."  O  how  I  waf 
comforted  anqeftablishcdl  I  went  home  Kjoicing 
in  God,  having  no  confidence  in  ths  Aclfa.  t 
found  myfelf  firpi  oq  the  ^oc^  yihick  i»  Chrift 
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^m;  Jtnd  I  believe  that  yoQ  wm  chofen  m  Kim^ 
befom  dpo  world  was,  to  bring  me  to  Chrift.    I 
lore  io  hear  you  on  the  life  of  the  foul,  for  this  is, 
imy  cpinfort  io  my  affliftion ;  the  word  of  the 
Ixird  hath  quickened  ine.    That  little  hock  of 
^Kours  bath  been  a  bleHed  book  to  me,  I  mean, 
^  ThcDeftra^ticm  of  Death  by  the  Fountain  of 
Life/    Dear  Sir,  I  am  a  witnefs  that  God  fpeaks 
to  the  heart  of  his  people  by  you;    Paul  may 
plant,  and  Apollos  may  water,  but  God  muft 
give  the  increafe,  for  the  excellency  of  power  is 
of  God,  and  not  Qf  man.     Do  excufe,  dear  Sir„ 
the  freedom  I  take  with  yovi;  for  I  think  there 
never  was  a  fon  in  the  fleih  that  did  love  a  father 
as  I  love  you  in  the  fpirit,  becaufe  God  is  in  you. 
Thcfe  words  have  been  fweet  to  rae,  when  you 
bijve  faid,  '  Chrift  in  you  the  hope  of  glory,*  for 
glory  is  what  I  am  hoping  for;  and,  inllead  of 
being  afraid  of  death,  I  often  wi(h  for  it,*  fer  }  am 
a  Ih-anger  and  a  pilgrim  in  this  world.    I  am 
crucified  to  the  world,  and  the  world  to  me,  and 
my  delight  is  in  the  ways  of  God ;  he  has  got 
my  heart,  and  where  my  heart  is  there  muft  my 
treafure  be  alfo.    The  ever-blcfled  God  is  my 
portion,  and  in  him  do  I  truft ;  I  only  want  to 
enjoy  more  of  his  love,  but  blefs  him  for  ever  for 
what  I  have.     There  is  one  thing  I  cannot  fub« 
mit  to,  and  that  is  for  you  to  die.    Maj^  the  AU 
mighty  and  ever-bleiled  God  abundantly  blefs 
you>  both  in  foul  and  body^  and  give  you  a  door 
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of  utterance,  and  grant  you  long  life,  and  many 
days,  for  his  and  his  church's  fake !  fo  prays  the 
leaft  of  all  faints.  And  if  you  count  me  worthy 
of  your  notice,  pray  for  me,  and  pleafe  to  anlwer 
this,  to  let  me  know  whether  it  is  right  or  wrong 
my  writing  to  you,  fpr  I  have  been  much  exer- 
ciied  about  it.  Sir,  I  have  fent  you  the  plain 
truth  i  learning  I  have  none,  but  what  I  have  felt 
that  have  I  written, 

Pleafe  to  diredl  thus, 

William  Wood, 

N**  14,  Frederick  Place, 

Newington,  Suny. 


Aogost  4,  1809;, 


TO 

Mr.  WILLIAM  WOOD, 

Frederick  Place,  Newington^  Surry. 

MT    DEAR    SON, 

Yours  came  to  hand,  and  I  thank  you  for  it, 

and  I  have  thanked  my  God  for  the  pleafing 

contents.     God  has,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  led 

thcc  to  the  rock  that  is  higher  than  thou ;  thou 

art  upon  the  foundation  that  God  hath  laid  in 

Zion;  a  living  ftone  upon  the  life-giving  rock, 

hewn  out  of  the  quarry  of  nature,  fquared  by 

afflidionsj  fmoothed  by  pardon  and  repentance, 

and  cemented  by  love,  which  conftrains  him  to 

adhere  to  us  and  we  to  him.     You  are  a  living 

witnefs,  that  what  is  called  flinking  antinomi- 

anifm  is  the  gofpel   of  the  grace  of  God,  and 

thofe  ftyled  men  of  a  bad  fpirit  are  the  ambaf- 

fadors  of  peace ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  you 

have  found   many,  who   call  themfelves  evan- 

gelifts,  loaded  with  chains,  and  in  their  miniftry 

the  fons  of  death.     But  God  has  fhewed  thee,  O 

man,  w||at  is  good;   and  what  doth  the  Lord 

require  of  thee,  but  to  do  juftly,  to  love  mercy, 

and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God?   By  doing 

juftly  thou  wilt  keep  a  confcience  void  of  of- 

fence,  and  have  rejoicing  in  thyfelf  alone  and 

not  in  another.     You  read  in  Ifaiah  that  Qod*$ 
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everlafting  covenant  is  tk^  fure  mercies  of  David  i 
and  this  the  pr<^het  explains  to  be  God's  Spirit 
upon  Cbrift,  and  upon  his  feed.  Re^d  and  com* 
pare  Ifaiah  Iv.  J,  and  lix.  Si/  Thefc  Aire  mer- 
cies, and  the  Spirit's  wm^k)  Paul  puts  together,  . 
laying,  "  Of  his  mercy  he  favcd  us  by  the  waft- 
ing of  regeneration,  and  the  renewing  of  th«^ 
Holy  Ghoft/*  This  id  the  mercy  of  Odd  in  thrift 
Jefus  to  us  ward.  To  love  ttievcy,  therefore,  it' 
to  lovc>  revere,  and  admire,  the  Holy  Spirit  atid 
his  fruits,  for  the  frait^  of  the  Spirit  ttt  called 
mercies;  and  Cod  liyles  himfelf  the  parent  of 
thefci  he  is  the  father  of  all  mercies,  thd  the  Ood 
of  all  comfcftl,  i  Cor.  i.  3.  And,  if  you  love 
mercy,  you  will  loathe  yourfclf,  ind  your  beft 
performaDces,  and  glory  alone  In  this,  that  you 
anderftand  and  know  God,  who  e^erclfeth  lovitig- 
kindnefs,  judgment,  atid  righteonfnefs,  in  the 
earth,  for  in  thefe  things  God  delights,  Jerem  it. 
24.  And  when  his  delight  is  our  delight,  when 
what  he  loves  we  love,  when  hii  pleaftrfe  is  our 
pleafure;  then  dre  we  in  he^ft-felt  uAiOn  and 
friendfliip  with  him  ;  and  truly  this  is  fellowlhip 
both  with  the  Father  And  with  his  Son  thrift 
Jefus  the  Lord.  If  yoti  are  favoured  tJrith  thiif 
feUowlhip  you  wift  walk  humbly  ^ith  him ;  (ot 
nothing  gives  us  fo  true  A  light  and  fenfe  of  fin- 
ful  felf,  nothing  works  felf^ab&fetntot  and  felf- 
abhorrence  fo  e06<9;ually,  as  the  glorious  prdence 
of  God.  At  tliis  the  wicked  perifh,  Ffal.  ISviii.  l2 ; 


V 


y         C  «  ) 

:ik  t)it9;  }^  mtb  alibis  boafted  pecferaiancc^t 
^mtf  4(mvkt9  folf^bJKnroenp^  and  to  rieprateMo 
ii»  4^  afi4.  4l¥%  Ji9t»  xlii.  ^  Taktt  diligent 
Imsq^  t^  tim  good  wQi  k  b^tgt^a  i^g^  yQu>  and  919mq 
W  h^rnjODy  vith  tW  Holy:  Spirk'a  iafiuencfel 
^j^^  Ql^ri9iipmi,  ^d  fiolUxw  afAej?  his  fruits^  in 
th^r  \«<mdfH^fi^tt^i«^ptoK  and  in  the  wjoymeirt 
pf  t^uMQ^  God  now*  expcdta  Ipw,»  joy^  gratiiude* 
il^^Biokti^R^C^f  zdovsiUpn^  aa>d  praife^  At  our  eis^ 
traop^  iiUo  ZJkN^  w0  are  to.  call  our  w^lla  f^m^ 
tton,  and  oqf  gettes  pjraJilfb;  amd  qqr  juAiiyiag 
robe  ia  called  a  gairrpent  of  praife  aUb^.  and» 
when  the  foul  is  moulded  into  faith,,  and  formoi 
tp  Ipvci  we  arje  created  wew  in  Ghrift  Jcfus, 
that  wci  ihoud  (hew.  forth  hi&  praiiie.  While  prof* 
perity  lafts  God  tells  you.  to  be  joyful,  and  wlien 
advqrfijty  fiiccpqdis  we  are  bid  tf^  conitder;  Gad 
I         has  fet  the.  one  over  ag;ainA.  the  other. 

Evqxgr  difcovery  of  finfid  felf  fumi&ea  ua 
vith  QOufeiUQn^  troublea^  and  a  fcnfe  of  necd> 
will  prompt  us  to  prayer;  but  wedding  dayas^ 
feailiog  da^s,  and  Jubilee  day3»  call,  for  thankf- 
giviogs,  and  the  voice  of  melody.  The  Holjs 
Spirit  will  infpire  the  heart,  and  furuiih.  thu 
mquthj  i^  ail  thefe  fpiritual  facrificea ;,  and,  tf 
yow  are.  led.  by  the  Spirit,  you  will.  be.  exorcif^d 
in  all  thef^. 

God's  umpire  is  jour  oi^n  confciencc;  mdl 

whj^  this  is  piv^ed  from  dead  worJb  by  ih% 

'  blopd  of  Chrift,  and  furniihed  with  light,,  life^ 


I, 


(     80,) 

.  faith,  hope  and  peace ;  and  governed  and  in* 
flueaced  by  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God;  and  made 
to  bear  a  joint  witnefs  with  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
our  adoption,  juftification,  and  acceptance  with 
God  in  Chrift  Jrfus ;  we  art  at  a  certainty  about 
our  ftate.  Thefe  things,  my  dear  fon,  "arc  the 
blefled  efFedts  of  our  Loid's  afceniion  and  medi- 
ation; "The  f>ord  is  exalted;  for  he  dwelleth 
on  high:  he  hath  filled  Zion  with  judgment  and 
riglUeoufnefs,  And  wifdom  and  knowledge  O^all 
be  the  liability  of  thy  times,  and  ftrcngth  of  fal- 
Tation ;  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  his  trcafure,*' 
Ifaiah  ^xxiii.  5.  6. 

The  Holy  Spirit  dwells  in  us,  as  in  his  own 

I 

temple ;  and  he  erecSs  his  tribunal  in  our  con- 
fcieuce,  and  keeps  his  court  there.  All  the  re- 
proofs and  rebukes,  that  found  in  our  ears  from 
the  word  preached,  are  always  fcconded  by  a 
vbice  from  the  court  of  confciencc ;  without  this 
reproof  is  not  received,  without  this  it  has  no 
weight. 

The  Spirit  always  begins  his  work  with  con- 
fciencc, that  being  the  only  ally  that  God  has  in 
fallen  man;  *' Commending  ourfelves  to  every 
man*s  confcicnce  in  the  fight  of  God/' '  Here  the 
appeals  arc  firft  made,  and  to  confcicnce  the 
ambafladors  of  peace  commend  themfelves  in  the 
fight  of  God.  And  the  breath  of  eternal  life  is 
firil  breathed  into  the  confcicnce  to  alarm, 
awaken,  and  animate;  and,  when  confcicnce  is 
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made  fenfible  of  the  alarm,  and  Is  qatckened  to 
feel,  the  iinoer  beftirs  himfelf,  and  begins  to  con« 
Msy  to  call  upon  God^  and  to  f<^ek  with  all  the 
heart,  or  with  all  the  defires  of  the  confcience;' 
and  it  is  to  the  confcience  that  the  feeking  fin- 
ner*s  firft  proroife  is  made;  *^  ^our  heart  (hall: 
live  that  fcek  God."  It  is  a  promife  lo  the  feek- 
ing ibul,  that  the  living  convictions  of  a,  Soul 
quickened  by  the  Spirit  ihall  not  die  away  and 
come  to  nothing,  as  the  convictions  of  a  natural 
confcience  do;  though  the  poor  finner  may  often 
fear  that  this  will  be  his  cafe :  but  the  Spirit  fays^ 
No,  it  (hall  not  be  the  cafe,  *' Their  heart  Ihall 
live  that  feek  God," 

Confcience,  when  awakened  and  quickened 
by  the  Spirit,  calls  for  our  mod  diligent  at- 
tention; we  ihould  attend  to'  its  accufatioris,  to 
its  checks  and  reproaches,  to  its  troubles,  to  its 
difquietudes;  to  its  complaints,  its  wants  and 
defires;  and  carry  all  thefe  to  God  by  prayer,  and 
beg  of.  God  to  grant  us  thofe  things  that  con- 
fcience craves  at  our  hands;  and  this  is  com- 
munion with  confcience.  What  is  communion, 
but  giving  and  receiving?  receiving  the  com- 
plaints of  confcience,  and  begging  fupplies  for 
it?  and  this  is  what  the  Pfalmift  means  when  be 
fays,  "  I  commune  with  my  own  he-art;  and 
my  fpirit  made  diligent  fearch,''  Pfal.  Ixxvii.  6. 
A.nd  this  he  recommends  to  us;  **  Commune 
w^Jii  your  own    heart  upon  your  bed,  and  be 


w*  be  fouxid  in  tfce  gnwrt  <fay  to-  be  (fhe  firmed 
gnawing  wiDri»;  Md  his  accuftrtidW  artd  He*^ 
pvooches  will  never  die.  Attend  to  eVcrj>  charge 
Ikat  eonlcience  can  bring  againft  ytni,  and  brkigf 
them  to  the  light  of  God's  word  attd  Spirit  }& 
the  miniftiy,  and*  liften  to  all  tbc  eravmgs  ot 
coofcienBr^  amV  let  (he  {ktryer  o^  fbitA  fsLivsfy  alt 
ite  wsots;  and  this  is  eenmnmrati  ^ith^  eoti- 
hmnot.  Whsii/  confcienee  magnifi^s^  its^  ofiee^ 
and)  does  its  duty  byi  lafbingr  fmiting;  and  re- 
praaching  ua-  for  every  evil  word!  and  efvil  ddedy 
in  ifl  thea  mads  meet  to  receive  Hm  promtfe  at 
iife ;  hence  fuch  are  faid  to  recei've  the  #g^  iKI 
ntL  hqneft  and  good  heart,  Luke  v4ii.  1^.  And 
what  can  be  worfe,  or  more  diihoneft;  than  a^ 
oonfcienoe  that  will  fufier  ilfeif  to  be  fetfed^  as^ 
with  a  hot  iron,  ^U  it  be  paA  fbeling?  and  Cti&bf 
the  firoiig  man  armed  to  keep  pefTeffion  6(  the* 
palace,  and  confeicnee  hold*  its  peaed  till  the* 
ilcepy  foul  feekr  no  bands  even  in  death,  and* 
never  diDcs  its  duty  but  in  hell  ?  then  it  awakesi* 
reproaches^  accufes,  torments,  and  begins  the' 
^worfc  of  a  never-dying  worm,  being  called'  upon* 
to.  da  its  oiEoe  by  the  vindidlive  wrath  of  God' 
let  into  it. 

All  God's  reproofs j  when  fecondfed  by  an- 
awakened  and  quickened  confcience,  take*  us 
deaa  off  from  the  fandy  foundation^  and  from- 
all  confidence  in  the  ilefh ;    '<  Rebuke   thimr 
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ftarply,**  fays  Paul,  "  that  they. may  be  found  in 
the  faith/*  But,  if  the  word  brings  no  life,  re- 
proof wants  an  edge ;  yea  more,  the  voice  of  all 
the  three  divine  perfons,  and  their  witnefs  or 
tcftimony,  muft  be  received  into  the  confcience  i 
the  blood  of  fprinkling,  that  fpeaketh  better 
things  than  that  of  Abel,  Heb.  xii.  24,  becaufe  it 
fpeaks  pardon,  peace,  reconciliation  and  friend* 
fhip  with  God^  muft  be  received  into  the  con- 
fcience, if,  as  Paul  fays,  the  heart  be  fprinkkd 
from  an  evil  confcience. 

The  Holy  Spirit*s  cry  of  *  Abba,  Father,*  and 
the  witnefs  that  he  bears  to  our  fonihip,  muit 
be.attefied  with  the  witnefs  of  confcience,  or 
clfe  there  would  be  not  only  pro  and  con,  as  with 
faith  and  unbelief,  but  alfo  different  witnefTes 
and  clafhings,  which  would  not  bring  peace  but 
confulion.  But  the  God  of  peace  and  good  order 
makes  both  thefe  unite  in  one  teftimony :  ^^  The 
Spirit  itfelf  bearcth  witnefs  with  our  fpirit,  that 
we  are  the  children  of  God,"  Rom.  viii.  16. . 

Yea,  God  the  father's  voice  of  love,  when  by 
circumcifing  our  heart  to  love  him,  then  fays,  by 
the  fulfilment  of  his  proroife,  "  Yea,  I  have 
loved  thee  with  an  everlafting  love,'*  Jer.  xxxi.  3 ; 
even  this  has  its  feat  and  voice  in  the  confcience  : 
"  Now  the  end  of  the  commandment  is  charity, 
out  of  a  pure  heart,  and  a  good  confcience,  and 
of  faith  unfeigned.'*  Hence  it  is  plain  that  the 
blood  of  fprinkling  has  a  voice  in  the  confcience ; 
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the  Spirit's  cry  of  *  Abba,  Father/  and  his  tcf- 
timony  or  witncfs,  are  in  the  confcience  too  5 
and  lb  is  tKe  voice  of  God  the  father's  love;, 
charity  muft  be  held  and  enjoyed  in  a  pure  con- 
fcience. 

The  myftery  of  the  Holy  Trinity  is  the  moft 
fliblime  myftet^  in  all  the  Bible,  and  their  three* 
fold  witnefs  in  a  believer's  confcience  is  the 
greateft  wonder  and  the  greateft  blefling  in  all 
tlie  world,  and  this  mud  be  in  the  confcience 
alfo ;  *'  Holding  the  nayllery  of  the  faith  in  a 
pure  confcience,"  1  Tim.  iii.  9.  Nothing  under 
the  fun  will  ever  njake  you  fo  found,  or  fettle 
youon  the  rock  of  falvation  fo  firm,  or  fix  your 
heart  fo  fall,  or  make  your  union  with  Chrift  fa 
clear  and  fo  fatisfaftory,  as  thefe  ^ings  which  I 
have  written  to  you* 

Indeed  there  is  no  walking  with  God  without 
an  experience  of  thefe  things,  for  they  that  walk 
with  him  mud  walk  in  peace  and  equity,  Mai, 
ii.  6.  A  confcience  purged,  purified,  and  in^ 
fpired  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  is  a  firm  bafis  for  an 
unfhaken  confidence;  hence  the  apofUe's  good 
counfel  to  us  all,  *'  Holding  faith  and  a  good 
confcience,"  1  Tim.  i.  I9.  Nothing  will  fhakcy 
flagger,  move,  affright,  or  «n  fettle  thy  confidence 
like  allowed  fins,  and  frefli  contracted  guilt. 
He  that  exercifes  himfelf  diligently  to  keep  his 
confcience  clean  and  good,  is  furc  to  have  the 
joy  of  bis  own  faith ;  <^  Beloved,  if  our  heart 
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condemn  us  not^  then  have  we  confidence  towards 
God/*  1  John  iii.  21.  Confcience  is  the  princi- 
pality in  which  peace  ihould  rule;  and  Satan^  fin, 
and  guilty  are  the  only  enemies  and  difturbers  of 
this  fway  of  the  Saviour's  fceptre,  whofe  kingdom 
ftands  in  righteoufnefs^  peace^  and  joy:  hence 
the  exhortation^  ''  Let  the  peace  of  God  rule  in 
your  hcartj  to  the  which  alfo  ye  are  called/' 
Col«  iii.  15. 

I  have  fet  my  fon  a  tafk  that  will  eiiiploy  him 
1^1  the  year  rounds  and  exercife  him  to  the  end 
4if  hia  days  -,  it  may  grow  out  of  &vour  and  out 
of  pra<^ice^  but  he  will  never  make  ftraight  paths 
for  bis  feet  till  he  takes  it  up  again.  And  now^ 
my  fon,  I  charge  thee  to  keep  this  conunandment 
without  fpot  until  the  appearing  of  Jefu^  Chrift^ 
and  thou  fhalt  find  this  exercife  to  be  its  own 
reward*  ^^  For  our  rejoicing  is  thia»  the  tefti- 
nony  of  our  confeience^  that  in  fimplicity  and 
godly  fincerity,  not  with  fieiUy  wifidom^  but  by 
tibe  grace  of  God,  we  have  bad  o«r  converfation 
ia  the  worid/'  S  Con  u  1 2.    Adieu^ 

£Ter  yours  in  Chnft  Jefus  the  Lord^ 

W.  Hunting X ON. 


TO 

The  Rev.  W.  HUNTINGTON. 


DEAK  8XB»  , 

I  HEARD  you  preach  the  Tuefday  evening  before 
yoD  went  laft  to  the  Ifle  of  Ely,  when  my  afflicSlcd 
foul  and  body  were  revived  under  the  word,  and 
with  your  laft  prayer  went  up  the  lincere  defires 
of  my  heart  and  foul.  1  was  grieved  becaufe  you 
were  going,  hoping  however  to  hear  you  again 
^n  your  return.  But  I  am  confined.  "  The  Lord 
do  a$  feemeth  him  good,'*  for  "  he  remembereth 
we  are  but  duA/'  Blefs,  O  blefs  his  precious  name 
for  ever,  for  his  fupporting  power;  *^  When  heart 
and  flefh  both  fail,  he  is  the  ftrength  of  my  heart, 
and  my  portion  for  ever."  I  am  very  low  and  weak 
in  body,  and  fometimes  faint-hearted ;  but  have 
been  holpen  with  a  little  help,  and  the  Lord  God 
AlnQighty,  and  my  own  confcience,  witnefs  that 
the  hearing  of  you  is  meat  and  drink  to  my  weary 
foul.  And  I  do  efteem  it  one  pf  the  higbcft 
privileges,  next  to  my  fouFs  falvation,  becaufe, 
through  mercy,  the  Lord  the  Spirit  leads  youj  as 
he  has  done  for  thefe  eight  years  paft,  to  fpeak  to 
my  cafe  more  or  lefs.  Blefs  his  adorable  and 
great  name,  he  often  fends  his  word  with  power 
to  my  beartj  fo  that  I  come  away  like  a  giant 
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refrefhed  \vriih  wine.  Yea,  I  have' drank  fo  as  to 
foTgtt  my  poverty,  and  remember  my  mifery  no 
more  for  a  while.  Bat,  O !  how  have  I  returned 
to  my  fad  place  again!  I  have  had  a  nervous 
fever  for  a  long  time,  and  was  feized  laft  Wednef- 
day  morning  with  a  fainting  and  trembling  of 
the  limbs,  as  though  I  i^old  not  long  furvive^ 
and  was  afraid  1  ihould  lofe  my  fenfes.  I  am  ftill 
very  faint  and  low,  though  a  little  recovered, 
blefled  be  God ;  apd  am  ordered  down  to  Brigh- 
ton, for  the  benefit  of  the  fait  water,  where  I 
hope  to  fee  and  hear  dear  Mr.  Brook,  and  Mr. 
Jenkins  at  Lewes*  I  have  begged  of  the  Lord 
that,  unlefs  his  prefence  go  with  me,  I  might  not  * 
go  hence.  And  the  anfwer  in  my  mind  is,  '<  Go, 
and  I  am  with  you,  and  I  will  raife  you  up  again.'* 
I  can  fay,  to  the  honour  and  glory  of  God,  that^ 
when  I  did  not  expedl  to  live  many  hours,  I  had 
the  fum  and  fubftance  of  the  103d  and  116th 
Pfalms  in  my  foul,  and  that  the  Almighty  God 
and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus,  for  his  fake,  mighty 
by  his  good  Spirit,  influence  you  to  plead  the 
merits  of  his  moft  precious  blood  in  my  behalf, 
and  in  behalf  of  my  family ;  and  my  defire  i^  to 
commit  body,  foul,  family,  and  all  my  affairs,  into 
the  mighty  hand  of  God ;  for  my  weak  head  and 
faint  heart  will  not  bear  the  weight.  But  he  has 
been  better  to  me  than  all  my  fears  many  timeSj 
and  I  hope  he  will  be  fo  again. 

As  to  my  love  to  you,  that  God  knowelh^ 


wb6  difoemeth  the  thoughts  afar  off,  and  how 
many  times  I  have  had  a  defire  to  fpesk  and  write 
to  you ;  that  he  who  fow«,  and  they  thaf  reap, 
might  rejoice  together. 

That  a  double  portion  of  God*0  Spirit  may 
reft  upon  your  own  foul  is  the  iincere  prayer  of 
the  lead  of  all  faints,  and  moil  unworthy  of  all 
iinners,  in  the  path  of  tribulation,  and  in  the  fur<* 
t)ace  of  affli(dion. 


WIIJ.IAM  MOORB. 


hrker  Row^  neat  Dock  Read> 
Bermondsey^  Avg»  14«  1809. 


TO 

Mr.  WILLIAM  MOORK 


IT  was  a  wonderful  condefceniion  in  the  Al- 
mighty, whom  the  hearen  of  heavens  cannot 
contain^  to  take  up  his  reiidence  in  the  tent  of 
Moies  and  the  temple  of  Solomon  —  buildings 
made  witli  hands.  But,  having  abandoned  both 
thefe,  he  has  faid  unto  Zion,  '^Thou  art  my 
people;  Ihe  is  redeemed  with  judgment,  and  her 
e<mverts  with  righteoufnefe."  This  beloved,  cho^ 
len,  feleded,  and  compadted  body,  which  is  one 
in  Chrill,  he  has  defired  for  his  habitation :  this^ 
H  his  reft  for  ever;  liere  be  will  dwell,  having 
defired  it.  And,  although  this  is  his  royal  city 
where  he  keeps  his  court  and  has  his  palace,  yet 
the  fuburbs  are  neither  forgotten  nor  negleiSbcd. 
He  bleiTes  the  habitation  of  the  juft ;  but  loves 
the  gates  of  Zian  more  than  all  the  dwellings  of 
Jacob.  Neverthelefs,  when  he  ihines  forth  from 
the  perfection  of  beauty  he  vifits  the  wafte  places 
of  Jerufalem ;  fo  that  the  contrite  and  broken- 
hearted proclaim  hi^  arrival,  although  they  have 
not  as  yet  paiTed  through  the  gates,  fo  as  to  call 
their  walls  (alvation  and  their  gates  praife.  But 
9ur  happiaels  lies  withiu  the  walls,  becaufe  the 
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inhabitants  arc  no  more  to  fay^  ''  I  am  lick,  for 
the  people  that  dwell  therein  iball  be  forgiven 
their  iniquity.**  It  is  upon  this  holy  hill  of  Zion 
that  the  king  is  fet,  to  give  life  to  all  the  feed; 
and  from  this  head  of  influence  the  holy  oil  de- 
fcends  to  all  the  citizens.  Here  is  the  feaft  of  fat 
things,  and  the  wines  well  refined.  Here  the 
filver  trumpet  founds,  to  invite  the  perifliing 
guefts.  "  God  will  abundantly  blefs  her  pro- 
vifion,  and  fatisfy  her  poor  with  bread.'*  In  this 
mount  I  loft  my  vail  and  my  yoke,  which  were 
both  deftroyed  by  the  holy  anointing  oil.  In  this 
mountain  the  works  of  creatidn  and  the  fabbath 
of  reft  muft  both  give  way  to  the  works  of  re- 
demption, for  in  Zion  ^*  (hall  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  reft,"  Ifaiah  xxv.  10.  In  the  works  of  crea- 
tion God  difplayed  his  wifdom  and  his  power, 
and  refted  well  pleafed  with  thefe.  In  Ifracl's 
redemption  and  Egypt's  deflruftion  he  difplayed 
both  his  judgments  and  his  providence,  his  good- 
nefs  and  feverity;  and  took  up  his  reft  in  the 
Holy  Land.  But  the  difplay  of  his  love  is  in 
the  gift  of  Chrift,  and  in  the  redemption  of  the 
world  by  him;  and  in  that  love  he  refts  well 
pleafed  and  delighted  for  evermore,  Zeph.  iii.  I7. 
This  difplay  of  God's  love  to  men,  and  the  redemp- 
tion of  fouls,  are,  in  their  blcffed  cfFefts,  in  the  ap- 
plication and  enjoyment  of  them,  both  in  Zion. 
Redemption  frees  us  from  fin,  law,  and  juftice ; 
and  love  is  a  reftoration  of  God's  image ;  and  in 
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'tbat  lave  God  will  for  ever  dwell,  well  pleafed* 
be  it  where  it  may,  aod  no  where  clfe.  God 
iaodlifieS  and  confecrates  his  own  rcfidence  by  hi§ 
own  love,  which  is  to  be  our  holinefs  before  God 
for  ever,  Epb.  i.  4. 

Now,  feeing  thefc  thing*  are  fo,  and  fuch 
glorious  things  are  fpoken  of  this  city  of  God» 
and  that  God's  love  is  God's  image  in  the  foul ; 
fo  eveg^  revival  of  this  moft  holy  fire,  and  every 
cheering  ray  that  breaks  in  upon  it,  is  a  changing 
of  us  into  the  fame  image,  from  glory  to  glory» 
till  perfect  day  and  endlefs  glory  fwallow  up  the 
fbal  in  blifs.  This  is  the  renewing  of  the  inner 
man.  The  outward  rouft  and  will  decay;  the 
leprofy  is  deep  in  the  walls,  and  has  no  fait  to 
feafon  it,  no  armour  to  guard  it  from  the  grave 
and  corruption.  All  belonging  to  the  outward 
man  is  vanity;  death  is  vanity;  and  this  creature 
18  made  fubjeS  to  vanity,  though  not  willingly.' 
But  it  is  fubjeAed  in  hope.  It  has  been,  and 
ftill  is,  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  But  we 
may  call  it  the  cloifler,  or  outward  court;  the 
foul  being  the  feat,  and  charity  the  throne,  of  the  - 
fpirit.    Though  in  it,  abftradedly  contidered, 
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and  the  pins  ttiafk  he  loofeaedt  the  filver  cord  ' 
and  golden  bow],  the  wheel  and  the  ciftern,  Hiall 
all  be  diffolved  together,  and  return  to  Iheir  oii- 
ginal  dufi.  This  is  the  outward  man's  long  home. 
Every  one  that  paffeth  his  fitft  birth  is  born  to 
trouble;  and  he  that  obtains  a  fecond  is  a  bro- 
ther born  for  adveriity,  Prov.  xvii.  17.  Every 
bodily  pain  is  a  warning  to  quit,  every  fit  of  llck- 
Bcfs  an  ejcdmcnt;  and  death  feizes  bc^Ji  body 
and  goods,  and  hales  the  former  to  the  grave, 
which  was  once  our  Lord's  prifon:  bat  he  was 
taken  from  prifon  and  from  judgment,  and  (q 
ihall  we.  The  door  of  hope  and  gate  of  life 
have  been  open,  and  by  them  we  have  gone  out, 
and  the  Lord  at  the  head  of  as,  calling  us  by 
name,  and  leading  us  out.  The  way  of  life  and 
the  path  of  peace  are  call  up.  Chrift  is  the  only- 
way  to  the  Father ;  and  every  lively  aA  of  faitl^ 
upon  him  is  a  ftep  in  the  way,  while  love 
ftraigbtens  the  crooks,  fmooths  the  roughs,  raifea 
the  vallies,  and  levels  the  hills.  The  footfteps  of 
the  flock  arc  faith  and  love,  as  is  plain  by  every 
print  of  their  heels.  Out  of  this  way  mount 
Sioat  is  removed,  the  clouds  of  our  tranfgreffions 

idvocatCj, 
<(  fprink- 
*  face  of 
ii  is  to  be- 
ravelling 


(  43  ) 
IbrMigh  the  regions  of  the  Eafl.  It  is  true  that 
tribulation  always  attejids  upon  regeneration,  as 
gofpel  power  and  the  offence  of  the  crofs  gq 
band  in  hand.  The  furnace  of  afflit^ion  too  is  in 
this  .new  way;  but  fallh  and  love  can  walk 
througti  the  fire.  Some  claJhing  fcfiptures,  and 
ibme  little  difcord  between  promife  and  provi- 
dence, have  at  ti|ies,  and  will  again,  raife  fome 
obftruiftfons  in  the  way :  but  there  are  labourers 
employed  to  gather  up  thefe;  and,  though  fome 
ihould  remain  before  us^  all  is  clear  behind. 

Infirmities  of  body  have  long  overtaken  me : 
old  age  is  never  without  a  retinue  of  thefe ;  and 

iCVen    coram""     f^nfr     fplla     na    that    the-ff    mnO- 

increafe  wil 
the  incorru 
things;  ifti 
thrive  in  lij 
lion,  in  vi| 
fpirit  will  fi 

Grac( 

Aug.  19, 1809 


CI") 


TO 


THE  REV,  MB.  HUNTINGTON. 


JtBlr.  AUD  BBAE  8IR| 

Ji  ROM  8  deiire  that  the  condcfcending 
goodnrfs  of  God,  to  one  of  bit  moft  unworthy 
creatures^  may  not  pafs  unacknowledged^  I  taka 
the  liberty  of  addrefiing  you  on  this  fubjeft;  and, 
knowings  as  I  do,  in  fincerity  and  truth,  that 
my  aim  is  not  to  feek  hunaan  approbation,  stor 
merely  a  name  in  his  church,  but  to  fpeak  to  the 
praife  of  Him  who  hath  called  me  out  of  dark* 
neis  into  his  marvellous  light,  I  follow  the  ex* 
ample  of  David,  in  declaring  to  thofe  that  fi^ar 
Cod  what  he  bath  done  for  my  foul. 

The  Lord  has  promifed  to  fend  his  people 
paftors  after  his  own  heart,  to  feed  them  with 
knowledge  and  underflanding;  by  whofe  means 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  all  grace  and  truth  makes  ma* 
nifeft  to  the  heirs-of  promite,  and  to  them  only, 
the  Iqve  of  our  heavenly  Father,  which  in  his 
dear  Son  vfn  fet  upon  them  from  everlafiing: 
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and  that  blelTed  Spirit  having  condefcended  to 
make  ufe  of  you.  Sir,  in  furthering  this*graciou8 
cnanifeftation  in  my  foul,  I  hope  that  my  ad- 
dreffing  thefe  particulars  to  you  will  tend  fiilt 
further  to  encourage  you  .'|n  the  pioiftry  which 
you  have  received  of  theLord  Jefus;  the  efficacy 
of  whofe  promifed  bleffing  (Matt,  xxviii.  20)  ia 
to  this  day  verified  in  every  foul  that  is  quickehbd 
by  his  wordj  and  to  whom  his  gofpel  is  made 
the  wifdom  of 'God,  andthe  ppwer  of,  God,  to 
falvatioQ.  Thus  thofe  who  are  fent  of  God  to 
preach,  and  thofe  to  whom  their  ip reaching  is 
made  profitable,  may  rejoice  in  the  behalf  of  each  . 
other,  as  well  as  of  themfelves;  and,  together 
with  all  his  church,  the  fpiritual  Zion,  will  have 
abundant  caufe  to  blefs  him  for  bis  faithful nefs 
and  truth  to  his  covenant  promifes  and  engage-^ 
ments»  and  for  his  loving-kindnefs  and  tender 
mercies,  difplayed  in  the  falvation  of  finnen 
freely  by  grace  in  Chrill  Jefus  our  Lord  and  only 
Saviour. 

Were  I  to  attempt  to  defcribc  all  that  has 
pafTed  within  mc,  both  before  and  (incc  it  pleafed 
the  bleflcd  Spirit  to  give  me  an  experience  of  his 
quickening  power,  it  would  only  be  taking  up 
your  time  in  endeavouring  to  do  that  which  you 
have  often  done  for  me  with  ten  times  greater  ex* 
aSnefs  than  I  could  doit  with  myfelf;  and  which, 
while  it  proves  you  to  be  a  fcribe  well  inflrudled 
in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  has  alfo  been  blefTcd  . 


to  my  encouragement,  feeing  I  was  thus  led  in 
the  fbotfteps  of  the  flock.  Suffice  it  therefore  to 
fay,  that  I  bad  been  in  a  profeffion  of  religion  for 
upwards  of  ten  years  before  I  knew  any  thing  of 
what  true  religion  was,  but  it  was  altogether  a 
fle£hly  profeilion ;  for  on  leaving  my  friends  in 
the  country,  by  whom  I' had  been  brought  up  iri' 
a  rery  rcgplar  manner,  and  coming  to  London, 
where  already  I  hadi  a  brother^  my  delires  id 
yearned  ^after  my  relatives  (than  whom  I  believe 
none  were  ever  more  effe^^onate),  that  I  gladly 
took  every  opporttanity  of  being  with  him ;  and 
as  he,  with  a  companion  of  his,  were  earneftly 
feeking  the  way  of  falvation  (and  have  not  fought 
in  vain),  I  readily  aflbciated  with,  and  accom- 
panied them  to  places' of.  public  worlhip,  and  I 
foon  began  to  entertain  a  fuperflitious  reverence 
for  thofe  places,  often  walking  ba^e-headed  by 
them,  cfpecially  the  place  where  I  received  the 
facrament  of  bsead  and  wine.  The  doftrine  of 
falvation  by  Jefus  ChrifV,  as  a  mediator,  when 
firft  unfolded  to  my  natural  underftanding, 
charmeJ  |pe  as  a  novelty;  as  fuch  I  adopted  it 
into  my  opinions,  and  this  pafled  with  me  for 
converfion.  I  attended  the  preaching  of  thofe 
who  mingled  the  law  with  the  letter  of  the  gof- 
pel,  and  this  often  ftirred  up  my  legd  confcience 
againft  me;  then  my  aim  was  to^appeafe  it;  and 
when  confcience  was  quieted,  either  by  the  fenfe 
0(  guilt  wearing  ofF^  or  by  performing  dead 
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worksT  or^lDy  «iy  other  mcana  (no  matter  haw% 
I  WW  fattafied.  I  attended  prayer  and  experience 
meetings,  but  never  knew  what  it  was  to  have 
accefs  to  God  in  pmycr,  nor  ever  cxpe<33cd  any 
anfwer  to  my  petitions,  further  than  hoping  all 
vould  be  well  at  laft.  I  could  talk  finently  on 
the  doArines  of  the  gpBpAt  and  this  ferved  to 
nurfe  my  pride.  Nay^  I  remember  Iimce  went 
io  far  at  one  of  tbefe  meettogs  as  to  &j  that  I 
eouM  as  foon  be  brought  to  believe  that  there  was 
W>  Holy  Ghoft^  as  that  I  had  not  ibmid  him 
prefisnt  with  me, ' when,  alas  t  I  knew  nothing  of 
that  blefled  Sphit's  quickening  influence;  no-? 
thing  of  the  power  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven ; 
nothing  of  the  covenant  of  gcace^  nor  of  the  love 
of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus.  I  was  bdlfbered  in  felf* 
confidence^  daubed  with  nntempered  mortar,  and 
Tainly  puffed  up  in  my  flefhly  mind.  After  fome 
years  I  heard  Mr.  Rooiaiae  preach,  and  then 
you,  and  fat  under  both  for  finne  time;  but, 
though  I  had  light  enough  to  fee  that  this 
preaching  was  different  from  what  I  had  before 
attended,  and  believed  it  to  be  the  truth,  yet^  as 
the  eKcdlehcy  of  the  power  is  all  of  God,  and 
not  of  man,  I  ftill  remained  a  whole-hearted 
finner.  Thus  I  went  on  for  years,  oonfcience  at 
times  Itili Reproving  me;  but,  as  I  had  only 
jmnped  into  a  profeffion  at  firft  in  the  bonds  of 
natural  affei^on,  and  as  the  charms  of  novelty 
Jiad  worn  off>  at  length  thefe  bonds  b^arae 
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W0iW  vpA  ^^Afit^  I  iK^n  40  gfow  moni  r«« 
tqiflS  reUgiQA .  becMtiQ  weariiome  tp  me*  ami 
ihm,  ibr  wmt  of  rpot^  lipy  prQ^^on  witbei^; 
as.  I  bad  received  np  benefit  froip  it^  it  could  not 
bold  loe*  I  returned  into  the  wPrld  and  Ua  plea- 
firea  aguiij  $93d  became  as  a  tree  twice  dea(|, 
phidbed  up  by  tbe  roota*  Yet»  as  confiucofie 
would  never  .be  enlii^ly  qutet>  1  fometime^  ufed 
to  oome  Xo  the  cbapcl  when  the  feroion  w^us  fnove 
than  YmUmex^  and  then  crept  in  behind,  ^fliamed 
to  &ew  AQf 'face;  nor  could  I  altogether  leave 
off  prayer,  or  at.leiafi  attempting  to  pray;. and 
Ihere  isiope  th^omg^t  that  would  fometimes  ihrtkc 
n)y  inind>  even  lyt  ih^s  dead  feafon,  whidh  I  bavb 
iince  copfidered  as  au  indicatbn  that  God.  bad 
not  altogether  given  me  up  to  a  reprobate  nind; 
it  was,  that  if  my  in^tber,  or  any  other  pfsrfon 
whom  I  really  belkred  to  be  a  d)ild  of  God^ 
i]u>itld  backflide,  or  leave  his  ways  and  worlhip^it 
would  Imre  f^ieacd  me  to  tbe  very  heart  to  lee 
iky  both  for  bis  own  fake^  and  for  the  boiMinr 
and  canlb.  of  God.  In  this  dreary  itate  looo- 
tinued  Ux^  I  believe,  more  than  five  years,  ahd 
never  knew  what  real  peace  was  ail  the  time. 
Added  to  tbtSi  my  iKdkfliding  would  cauTe  all 
Fdyigion  to  Wwk  an  the  nofbrils  of  tboie  who 
)L9ew  not  God,  and  bad  feen  my  former  high 
pfofeffioD,  &p«  bockilider  I  was,  and  ftiU  coar 
fidec  myfelf  to  have  been,  firom  tbe  light  aod 
kflowlici^e  I  badi  idthoiigh  there  was  nothing  of 
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t  faviiig  nature  in  it  I  do,  nQt  tnefan  to  iky  tfast 
my  profeiiion  has  been  of  no  fek*vice  at  all^fdr  I 
believe  it  has  iince  pleafed  the  bleflfed  Spirit  6i 
God  lo  far  to  make  ufe  of  it,  as  to  ihew  me,  cfx- 
perioientallyy  the  difference  between  a  form  of 
godlinefs  and  the  power  thereof,  and,  hy  the 
contrail,  to  make  his  own  work  more  manifeft. 
Alfo,  having  learnt  that  falvation  wsb  only  in 
Ghrift,  I  did  not*  when  afterwards  feekiug  it 
earneflly,  fly  to  the  letter  of  commandments  to 
earn  life  by  my  own  endeavours  to  keep  thent, 
though  I  have  found  that  this  fort  of  knowledge 
never  deilroyed  the  dominion  of  (in,  nor  th^ 
legal  fpirit  that  was  withii^roe,  and  for  which  I 
.  have  often  had  occalion  to  loathe  myfelf,  as  well 
as  for  my  Unfal  nature.  But  herein  appears  the 
long-fuffering  of  God  in  prefervang  me  through 
this  flate  of  ignorance  and  fin  to  a  future  calling; 
and  I  have  often  thought  it  was  (if  I  may  ule  the 
xicpreflton)  a  double  ilretch  of  his  gpac  power  to 
refcue  me  from  the  flrong  bands  of  fin  and  Sa* 
tan,  fince  it  is  declared  that  fuch  as  were  in  toy 
cafe  were  further  from  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
than  publicans  and  harlots. 

About  four  or  five  years  ago  i(  plealbd  the 
Lord  to  lay  the  guilt  of  fin  upon  tby  confcience 
as  a  burden  too  heavy  for  'rae  tQ«hwr,  fo  that  I 
eameilly  defired  to  flee  froni  the  ^mith  to  come ; 
at  other  times  I  felt  my  fpirit  drawn  out  in  fiscret 
defires  and  breathings  after  God:  and  this  bar* 
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den  and  tbefe  defires  continuf  d^  fo  that  I  was 
led  to  wait  upon  the  Lord  in  tber  public  means 
of  grace,  in  the  hope  that  I  might  get  fomelHing 
that  would  fatisiy  ray  foul.  About  this  time  I 
heard  you  preach  a  ferroon  at  Providence  Chapel 
from  thefe  words,  *^  The  full  foul  loaths  the  ho- 
neycoitab,  but  to  the  hungry  foul  every  bitter 
thing  is  fwcet.*'  This,  I  believe,  was  the  firft 
fermon  that'  I  ever  heard  to  real  profit.  The 
bitter  things  you  defcribcd  were'  fuch  as  my  foul 
then  felt;  and,  bitter  as  they  were,  I  could  truly 
fey  they  were  fweeter  than  all  the  pleafures  of 
fin,  insrfinuch  as  I  was  led  to  hope  this  was  the 
way  of  God^s  dealing"  with  his  children:  and  my 
defire  was  that  the  Lord  would  be  pleafcd  to 
^rch  and  fry  me;  and,  rather  than  fuller  me  to 
fallback  again  into  the  way  of  the  world,  that  he 
would  ftill  further  prove  me,  and  know  my 
thoughts;  and,  however  fharp  his  chaftifemehts 
mi^ht  be,  that  he  would  flill  carry  on  this 
fearcTiing  work,  and  bring  me  forth  to  the  light, 
(hat  T  might  praife  his  name.  And  I  do  blefs 
the  Lord  that  fmm  that  time  he  has  never  fuf* 
fcred  me  to  fay,  "Trophefy  fmooth  things,  pro- 
phefy  deceits;*'  nor  to  defire  the  cry  of  *'  Peace, 
peace,**  to  my  foul,  when  God  has  not  fpoken 
peace,  but  that  every  refuge  of  lies  may  be 
fwcpt  away;  that  my  confcience  may  be  expofcd 
to  the  glafs  of  his  word,  and  that  I  may  know 
by  experience  the  truth  of  his  owa  declaration, 
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^'  I  ^oimdj'^  I  beaU**   And  Ood  koowg  ilnUr  { 
liaviP  fince  (mh  (b  rpaqh  of  the  ^vils  and  t|ie  do- 
^4:eHfMlue&  of  my  own  bcartt  4nd  my  atter  ixxr 
ftbillty  to  tjiipk  or  do  the  leaft  tbipg  of  inyfelf 
th^t  can  be  aocep^ble  to  bimi  as  for  ever  tQ  ftain 
ihq  pride  of  hmnan  glory^  and  cut  off  all  hop^ 
from  an  anti  of  flefl).     I  tUq]^  I  bf  ve  beep  fo 
exercifed  find  difcipliaed  in  tbis  way,  and  f9 
foiled  in  matters  apparenjtly  tbe  rooft  eafy  19 
tbemfelves^  th^it  fcaFcely  any  creature  can  have  |i 
lower  idqa^  or  be  more  fully  convinced  than  I 
am^  of  the  v^ret^hed  wea^nefs  pf  free* will  or  bu^ 
man  power,    But  the  Lord  faw  the  necefliity  of 
tb^9  dealing  with  my  dfN^eitful  heart  and  corrupt 
nature;  and  I  blefs  bis  name  that  ho  has  not  left 
me  ignorant  of  it^  though  I  ofteoy  to  my  forrow> 
find  it  fiill  clinging  to  m^    About  the  (ante 
time  a  ferroon  by  Mr.  Brook^  from  thefe  words 
inliaiab^  ''  O  Lord,  thou  wilt  ordain  peace  fo|r 
us,  for  thou  haft  wrought  all  our  works  in  us»^ 
afforded  me  encouragement^  from  the  hope  that 
there  was  a  fet  time  of  peace  ordained  for  mew 
And  here  I  will  alfo  note  another  fennon  that  he 
preached  fome  confiderable  time  afterwards,  from  4 
Pfalm  Ixviii.  ao,  ^^  He  that  is  our  God  is  the  Gud 
pf  ialvation:  to  God  the  Lord  belong  the  iflu^ 
from  death  f *  which  was  bleiled  to  my  refreih- 
meot     But  to  return :  From  the  period  above* 
pieatioiied  it  has  pleafed  the  Lord  to  carry  on  his 
,  work  by  degrees  in  my  foulj  andi  though  I  have. 
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been:yftiy  dark/ igUQiant,  and  qonfUfed/ jret  ark 
tkoea  d)e  bWed  Spirit  basi  ihone  upon  this  hb 
work,  aod  H^s  gW<Q  me  a  little  undecAandin^ 
ia  bis  ^oifd,  wh/cre  Ibat  work  has  been  defcribed-. 
to  HSake  it  more  roamfeft,  lb  that  I  could  fayv 
« In  thy  light  we  fee  light/*  At  other  tiine^ 
what  has  been  paiEitg  withia  his  been  (b  fweetly 
defcribed  and  brought  forth  from  the  pulpit,  that 
althoiigh  I  had  pot  fufficient  judgment  nor  un- 
derftanding  in  the  word  to  make  it  out  myfe)^ 
yet  it  has  been  all  fp  cle^Iy  fet  before  me,  tfid 
the  power  of  it  ib  exaftly  experienced  in  my 
foul,  that  it  has  greatly  coniforted  ^d  €i(!abli(hed 
me,  and  1  have  gone  on  my  way  rejoicing  in 
hope,  Audi  though  my  memory  could  fcarcely 
cany  away  t6n  word^  of  what  had  buen  laid,  yet 
this  did  not,  afler  a  time,  fo  much  trouble  :nle  as 
before,  knowing  that  I  felt  the  fubftance  of  thefe 
things,  and  that  the  kingdom  of  God  ilandeth 
not  in  word,  but  in  power.  And  here  I  cannot 
help  ncfticing,  that  formerly,  when  in  a  dead 
proi^on,  I  could  talk  readily  upon  any  fubjed 
m  iMigion,  and  at  any  feafon;  but  now  that 
io  be  taken  from  mc,  fo  that  fometimcs  I 
:jchildilh  that  I  can  hardly  exprefs  my  own 
g,  or  defcribe  my  own  feelings.  Yet,  to 
tlic-^Sttiife  of  free  grace,  I  can  fay  I  have  been 
enlightened  to  fee  that  in  Chrift  Jefus  is  pcriedi: 
aisd  complete  falvation,  and  that  the  blelTed  Re- 
dcemer,  with  sXX  his  (aving  benefits,  is  the  free 
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girt  of  taod^  I  have  been  quickene<}  to  feel  my 
own  needj  and  find  that  in  him  there  is  every 
thing  that  my  neceflities^  or  the  glory  of  God^  can 
require.  '  To  this  rock  the  Holy  Spirit  has  led 
mci  on  this  only  my  hopes  of  falvation  are  fixedi 
and  here  by  faith  I  have  been  enabled  to  run  fo^ 
refuge  to  lay  hold  on  the  hope  fct  before  me. 
And  though  my  faith  is  weak,  and  my  unbelief 
great,  yet  for  my  encboragement  it  is  declared, 
.that.  Ch rift  Jefus  came  into  the  world  to  fave  fin* 
'nets,  and  he  that  Cometh  to  bim  ihall  in  no  wife 
be-cafi:  out;  that  this  is  the  foundation  *God  has 
laid  in  Zion,  againft  which,  the  gates  of  hell  {halt 
never  prevail,  and  that  thofe  who  build  thereon 
ihall  never  be  alhamed  or  coiitbunded  world 
without  end.  Therefore,  though  faint,  I  am  ftill 
kept  purfuing,  and  am  perfuaded  God  will  never 
fuffer  me  to  flop  fliort  until  I  receive  the  end  of 
my  faith,  even  the  falvation  of  my  foul.  And,  as 
the  daily  warfare  continues,  and  ftrength  is  ad- 
miniftered  accordingly,  I  do  at  times  find  that 
by  thefc  means  my  foul  has  grown  in  ilabili 
even  when  the  fenfible  enjoyment  of  comfotf] 
withheld;  fo  that,  as  the  apoftle  declares,  th 
"  thefe  things,  for  the  prefent,  are  not  jo; 
but  grievous,  yet  they  work  out  the  pea 
fruits  of  righteoufnefs  to  them  that  are  exe 
thcEeby.  ** 

Before  I  conclude,  I  wilb  to  mention  a 
jnore  particulars,  which  are  as  follow^     I  haw 
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fomclimcs  been  very  dead  and  barren  in  foul,  both 
in  private  and  in  public  ordinances.     The  in- 
fluences of  the  blcffed  Spirit  feenaed  to  have  been 
withdrawn;  the  light  of  God*8  countenance  hid; 
no  faith  in  exercife,  nor  evidence  of  my  intereft 
in  the  better  covenant;  I  went  mourning  and 
heavily,  crying,  "  My  leannefs,  my  leannefs,  wd 
unlo  me.  *'    Then  unbelief,  carnal  reafonings,  and 
hard  thoughts  of  God,  have  fucceedcj,  until  it 
appeared  as  iif  all  hope  muft  give  up  the  ghoft; 
and  confidence  bq  rooted  out;  my  footflcps  had 
well  nigh  flipped,  'and  the  enemy  would  carry 
all  before  him.     And  fo  I  know  he  would  if  it 
was  lcft*to  my  management';  but,  when  the  north 
wind  has  awoke,  and  the  fouth  wind  blown  upon 
the  garden,  the  fpiccs  thereof  have  again-flown 
forth.     Then  hope  has  revived,  &ith  has  received 
new  ftrength,  and  my  heart   has  been  drawn^ 
forth  in  thankfulnefs  and  praife.     Then  I  have 
found  fweet  accefs  to  God  in  the  faith  of  the  great 
Mediator,  and  have  even  been  enabled  to  claim 
iim  as  my  covenant  God  and  Father,  being  ma- 
nifefted  to  be  his  child  by  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus; 
iad  if  a  fbn,  then  ail  heir  of  God,  and  joint  heir 
with  Chrift.     And,  however  fhort  or  feldom  thefe 
feafons,  yet,  when  I  have  enjoyed  them,  I  could 
truly  fay  I  would  not  hare  exchanged  them  for  all 
rafs-  world,  if  it  could  have  been  offered  to  me* 
9jkcn  has  my  waiting  foul  been  fupplied,  my 
hungry  foul  fed,  my  dead  foul  quickened^  my 


weary  foul  refreflied,  my  tried  foul  6(labli(hcd»  ^ 
my  weak  foul  ftrei^thened,  by  the.  preaching. of  < 
the  word  bf  grace;  and  one  particular  occalion^  a  j 
few  months  back^  I  muft  more  cfp^cially  record.  -^ 
I  had  been  for  feveral  weeks  in  great  bondage  of  r 
fpirit  and  darknefs  of  mind,  fo  that  I  was  much 
caft  do^p  and  tofled  with  doubts^  and  troubled 
with  fear^i  left  I  fliould  never  again  be  brought 
up  firom  the  horrible  pit  and  miry  clay.  It  was  . 
on  a  Tuefday  evening,  when^  fetting  oiF  to  the 
city  chapel,  I  could  not  help  laying,  though 
almoft  in  a  defponding  way,  ^  I  hope  I  fhall  get 
fometbing  this  evening,  for  the  Lord  knows  I . 
fiand  in  need  of  it*'  After  being  feated  a  few 
minutes  in  the  chapel,  before  the  public  worfhip 
began,  fuddenly  the  fcales,  as  it  were,  fell  from 
my  eyes ;  I  fa w  that  I  had  been  looking  for  fruita 
in  mjrfelf  inilead  of  him  in  whom  alone  our  frait 
is  found ;  that  a  legal  fpirit  had  entwined  itfelf 
around  me,  and  that  I  had  been  nuriing  thia 
curfed  frame  until  the  dear  Redeemer  was  thraft 
into  the  back  ground,  and  fcarcely  noticed}  aa 
fenfibly  as  a  porter  can  feel  his  burden  thrown 
from  his  Ihouiders,  fo  feniibly  did  I  feel  my  foul 
lightened,  and  fpring  upwards  in  faith  and  af 
fedtion  to  Jefus  fitting  at  the  right  hand  of  God* 
Th^n  the  fervice  of  the  evening  commenced,  and 
I  was  enabled  to  worlhip  in  fpirit  and  in  ttuth. 
Your  text  was,  Pfalm,  xlv.  IS,  ''  The  Kinf?a 
daughter  ii  all  glorious  within ;  her  clothing  is  of 
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thought  gold.*^    Afid  O  t  what  did  mf  foul  di« 

peiience  that  fevening !  I  tstitr  can  defcribe  it 
fully.  It  feemcd  2fs  if  every  word  i^^^as  intended 
fbr  fne,  and  for  me  only.  It  Came  in  the  detoon- 
ilration  df  the  Spirit,  4nd  with  {)owcf .  The  in- 
ward glory  was  defcribed  from  the  w6fd ;  I  felt 
it  Within.  I'he  befl  fobe,  the  clothing  of 
Wfought  gold,  the  righteoufftefs  df  the  Re* 
dfeeitief,  wa^  brdught  forth,  and  by  faith  I  laid 
Btild  of  it,  atidput  him  on  as  fliy  farety.  The 
king's  danght^r,  the  bride,  the  LamVs  wife,  was 
the  objeft  of  this  gmce^  and,  as  a  member  of  that 
ifcyftical  body,  I  had  joy  and  peace  in  believing. 
Not  that  1  coilld  a^ually  fay  I  found  my  fins 
then  purged  away,  and  pardon  fealed  home  Upon 
my  confcience*,  but,  n^y  foul  having  been  long 
hatred  from  acceft  to  God,  a  door  of  hope  was 
pow  opened,  iftto  which  I  joyfully  entered.  I 
believed  in  hope,  I  rejoiced  in  hope ;  and  truly 
did  you  then  obferve,  that  fhofe  who  had  expe* 
lienced  thefe  things  would  not  be  left  in  the 
dark  as  to  what  yon  had  been  faying,  but  would 
be  able  to  follow  and  keep  pace  with  you  in  the 
fittnc ;  and  fo  I  found  it  indeed.  Nay,  fo  won- 
derfttUy  did  the  bleffed  Spirit  then  ftrcngthen 
me,  that  I  was  enabled  in  many  things  to  run 
before,  and  you  followed  with  a  powerful  undion, ' 
and  fweetly  confirmed  them.  I  wifhed  the  fer- 
▼iefe  tt)  continue,  left  in  leaving  the  place  I  fliould 
toft  what  1  had  received;  but  the  Lord  the  Spirit  • 
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gave  me  a  fweet  favour  and  frefli  revivals  of  the 
fame  kind^  though  not  to  the  fame  degree^  for 
many  days  after ;  yea,  even  to  this  day  I  often, 
find  both  pleafure  and  profit  in  looking  back^i 
with  Davidj  to  the  hill  Mizars  though  thefe  oc*. 
cafionsj  it  is  true^  chiefly  occur  when  it  is  a  kind 
of  failing  time  and  mourning' with  my  foul,  and: 
when^  for  want  of  the  green  paftures  being  opened, 
tome,  or  of  faith  and  hope  being  cxercifed  in 
looking  out  for  a  frefh  fupply»  J  am  obliged  to- 
gather  all  the  comfori:  I  can  from  pail  tokens:  but- 
though,  as  before  obferved,  this  fometimes  affords 
both  pleafure  and  profit,  yet  I  find  the  hungry, 
foul  cannot  be  fatisfied  without  an  experience  of 
the  truth  of  that  declaration,  "  He  fiUeth  the. 
hungry  with  good  things.**    And  I  have  oft^^ 
had  to  acknowledge  the  faithfulnefs  of  my  God 
to  bis  promife,  that  **  they  that  wait  upon  him. 
ihall  renew  their  ftrcngth/'   It  is  a  barren  feafon 
indeed  when  I  have  not  found  the  word  in  (brnq^ 
degree  profitable,  el ther for  do<5lrine,  or  reproof,, 
or  correction,    or  inftrudlion,    or   confolationj 
though  fometimes  even  this  has  been  the  cafe,^ 
and  I  have  come  away  as  dead  and  unfatisfied  a&. 
I  went. 

J  have  feveral  time^i  knowq»  when  ila^ered. 
•with  feme  adverfe  circumftance  in  providence,  or 
fome  knotty  and  apparently  contradiAory  point  ii^. 
ipy  experience,  which  I  could  not  for  a  time  r^» 
concile  to  the  good  will  of  God  towards  rt^g^ 
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tiDr  cle^t  up  from  ^the  word,  nor  my  GytAet  fed^ 
uigs»  nor  indeed  fee  what  was  the  end  and  aim 
of  God  therein;  that  it  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  the 
€pirit,  after  exercifing  me  for  fome  time»  to  un- 
ravel the  myfiery,  to  ihew  me  what  was  his  wil], 
and  to  make  me  know  that  his  thus  dealing  with 
me  X9BS  fuitable  to  fomething  then  relating  to 
tny  cafe ;  and  by  this  means  he  has  enabled,  me 
to  fit  down  at  his  feet  in  humble  acqniefcence, 
and  my  foul  has  received  freih  comfort  and  efia- 
Uiihment  from  the  difpenfation.  And  here  is  what 
I  have^,  particularly  to  admire,  namely,  that  you 
have  been  afterwards  led  to  treat  upon  the  *very 
fame  fubjeAs,  have  given  the  very  fame  defcrip^- 
tion,  and  have  come  to  the  very  fame  conclufions^ 
to  the  no  fmall  confirmation  of  my  faith  and 
hope,  feeing  God  hath  declared  that  he  gives  his 
people  one  heart  and  one  way,  and  that  they  are 
led  by  one  Spirit. 

I  have  fometimes  been  tempted  to  doubt  of 
the  work  in  my  foul,  and  to  fear  it  was  not  of 
God,  becaufe  it  was  not  eifc<Sied  in  that  fudden, 
that  outward  manner,  or  with  thofb  violent  oper- 
ations that  fome  pei-fons  have  defcribed  and  felt* 
But,  after  fome  time,  this  temptation  was  effoc-* 
tually  anfwered  to  my  comfort  by  the  parables  of 
the  grain  of  muilard  feed  and  the  little  leaven  hid 
in  three  meafurcs  of  meal  until  the  whcJe  was 
leavened.    And,  bleiTed  be  God,  I  have  been 
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-tnabted  to  fee  that  this  living  principle  of  his 

grace  implanted  within  me  has  fprung  up  and 

increafed;  and  I  have  not  a  doubt  but  it  will 

•grow  up  to  life  everlafttng,    I  have  alfo^  ere  now) 

.entertained  gi^at  jeaioufy  of  my  ftate  on  account 

of  not  having  then  (bared  much  of  the  furnace  of 

ftfiltdion,  knowing  that  it  was  the  common  lot 

of  tbe  eleift^  and  that  they  were  baftards  only  that 

.efeaped  it.     But  I  remember  an  obfervation  of 

your6,ithat  has  lince  been  verified  in  me»  viz. 

that  it  would  not  be  much  to  the  credit  of  a  fol- 

vdier  to  Aiew  his  back  fcarred  with  Itripes»  fince 

it  would.be  a  firong  indication  that  his  faults  had 

^]ed  for  them ;  and  I  know,  and  have  feen  in 

.fomc  inftanoes,  at  the  very  fame  time,  that  my 

perverfends^   carelefsnefs>    and   rebellion,    have 

been  the  procuring  caufe  of  thofe  crofTes,  fpiritual 

and  temporal,  that  have  fince  been  laid  upon  mc, 

and  which  have  been  neither  few  nor  fmall;  for^ 

belides  fore  confiidls  in  foul,  in  which  I  have 

fometimes  walked  in  darknefs  and  had  no  light, 

and  found  it  hard  work  to  ftay  myfelf  upon  my 

-God,  I  have  alfo  met  with  fome  very  feverc trials 

.in  temporal  affairs,  at  which  times  carnal  reafon 

has-  fct  before  my  eyes  my  family  to  be  provided 

for,  and  unbelief  has  rcprefentcd  the  improbability 

of  ray  being  able  to  do  fo ;  yet  under  this  I  have 

•found  that  my  chief  concern  has  been -left  the 

caufe  of  God    and   his    honour   Ihould  fufier 

reproach  through  me,   or  that  I  Ihould  be  a 
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ftmfblhigblock  to  others.  But  hitherto  my Gofl 
lias  fupph'ed  all  my  need)  and  my  fiuth-has  been 
led  to  bclicTc*  that,  having  given  me  his  dear 
Son,  he  will  with  him  alfo  freely  give  me  all 
things.  And  on  one  occafion  efpccially>  the 
keavieftlever  met  with  of  this  kind,  through  a 
4afs  in  tride,  I  was  fo  greatly  fupported  by  accefe 
^  God,  communion  with  him  in  public  airi  pri* 
*vate  means,  and  jt  fenfe  of  his  love  to  me  in  the 
^covenant  head,  that  I  was  conflrained  to  acknow- 
ledge,  that  if  fuch  difp^nfations  were  always  to  be 
'itttetided  with  fuch  manifeflations,  I  could  joy- 
fully fubmit  to  them,  and  think  myfelf  richly  re- 
paid ;  for,  as  af9i6iions  abounded,  confolations 
did  much  more  abound  alfo.  When  this  is  the 
-cafe,  the  things  of  earth  fit  lightly.  I  could  truft 
bim,  in  covenant  faithfulnefs,  to  fupply  me  with 
every  thing  neeBfiil,  both  for  the  life  that  now 
is,  and  for  that  which  is  to  come.  But  aft^r- 
■wards,  oh  another  oecafion  of  the  fame  nature, 
though  not  to  a  fifth  part  of  the  fame  extent,  I 

-found  the  trial  fit  much  heavier  on  my  foul^  for 

.'HOW  I  was  under  great  fpiritual  darkncfs^.my 
evidences  were  obfcured,  I  faw  not  my  figns ; 

'doubt  and  defpondency gathered  upon  my  mind; 

•added  to  this,  the  hand  of  God  feemed  to  be 
gone  out  againft  me  in  providence;  and  though 
I  knew  him  to  be  jufi  in  his  dealings  with  me, 

» yet  I  did  not  fee  his  fatherly  chaftifement,  but 

B  2 
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feared  hif  wfathful  indignation ;  and"  tbettfore  | 
eould  not>  as  before^  receive  his  correAion  with 
homility  till,  after  long  contentionj  during  <whieh 
the  calamity  was  ilill  further  increafed^  he  was 
plrafed  to  humble  my  proud  Tpirit^  and  endue  me 
with  fubmiflion.  Then  by  degrees  my  hope  was 
dhrngthened^  my  confidence  .reftored,  aqd  1  was. 
•esatilpd  to  cad  my  burden  upon  the  Lord,  and  he 
ffuftained^me.  In  this  confli<£l  J  remarked  that  a 
.light  (hone  into  my  underftanding  upon  feireral 
•paflages  of  fcripture  in  an  extraordinary  manner; 
•but  as  I  did  not  find  them  applicable  to  my  cafe^ 
and  as  it  reached  my  nnderflanding  only,  with« 
;out  producing  comfort,  huroilityi  fubmifiion,  or 
rryeOabliihrnent  of  foul,  I  could  derive  no  fatis- 
'£iuStion  from  it,  atid  was,  if  poffible,  more  than 
^ever  -convinced  that  it  is  only  by  drinking  of  the 
^streams  of  the  river  of  life  that  the  city  of  God 
•can  be  made  glad. 

fai  my  avocations  in  life  I  have  fometimes 
found  it  necefTary  to  take  long  joumies  into  th^ 
tsountry,  which  has  deprived  me  for  weeks  t(^e- 
ther  of  the  green  paftutes  in  public  ordinances ; 
for  iTirherevcr  I  have  attended  I  never  found  ai^ 
.thing,  either  in  preachers  or  profefTorSy  that  was 
acQompanied  with  a  divine  un^ion,  or  upon 
which  .my  foul  could  feed.*  Not  but  tliere  may 
be  fonie  of  the  Lord's  iheep  fcattered  in  the 
darkell  comers  of  the  earth;  and  it  has:  often 
ftrock  mcj  when  L  have  been  in  feme  of  tfaeie 


(-21     ) 

dark  cortier8>  that  many  of  our  miffioniires^  if 
they  were  good  work'men/mightfind  ample  room 
for  employment  among  thofe  who^  I  (hould  think, 
have  quite  as  ilrong  a  claim  upon  them  as  others 
who  live  thoufands  of  miles  off.  To  be  fure, 
when  a  man  leaves  his  home  and  native  land, 
and  voluntarily  makes  his  field  of  a^ioh  lie  at 
fueh  a  diftance,  he  may  perhaps,  at  the  great*  day, 
think  he  can  plead,  with  a  belter  grace^  his  having 
done  fuch  wonderful  works.  But  that  is  a 
fubjedi  for  their  own  confideration ;  and  it  muft 
beallowed  thcyhavc  left  the  work  in  hands  that 
will  not  be  idle  (and  perhaps  with  this  they  are 
iatisfied),  for  in  every  place  Arminianifm  is 
fpreading  its  damnably- erroneous  influence^  and 
making :  its  converts  twolbld  more  the  children 
oi  hell  than  before.  I  only  notice  what  has  pailed, 
under  my  own  obfervatioo ;  and  as  to  the  dryneiii 
of  thofe  paftures,  I.  do  but  fpeak  for  myfel£ 
Sometimes  I  have  had  reafon  to  cry,  <<  Wo  is 
me  that  I  fojouro  in-Meiheeh,  and. have  my  ba-» 
bitation  among  the  tents  of  Kedarl"  At  other 
times  I  have  found  that  the  I/jr}  is  not  cOnfm^, 
:to  outward  means,  but  that;  under  the  fweet  hip^ 
fiu^ices  of  the  blefled  Spiril,  my  foul  has  been 
n^fteihed  with  the  ^Vfeaft  of  fat  things,  and  of 
wine  on  the  kes  well  refined/*  Again:  when 
tem^ptations  and  difficulties  have  aflai}ed  me, 
ADcngth  hail  been  given  according  to  my  day ;  my 
foul  has  been  fuilained  in  life;  the  power  of 
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• 

Chrift  has't)^en  iaanifc0edi  and  his  gra€^  Va!| 
fbfiicieht  for  me.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  ^heti 
corruptions  have  appeared  for  a  little  time  to  be 
fubdued,  when  the  enemy  has  not  much  niolefled 
jne,  and  all  things  went  fmoothly  on,  I  have 
found  my  foul  drop  into  a  kind  of  dry»  unfruit«r 
ful,  lethargic  frame; -and  .thbugh  no  particular^ 
no  taore  than  ordinary  fin,  to  accufe  myfelf  of,  yet 
i.have  become  barren,  andalmofl:  lifelefs;  fo  that 
hereby  Ihave  fometimes  found  that  thefe  tarcs^ 
growing  among  the  wheat,  have  been  the  caufe 
of 'greater  profperity  of  foul,  by  exciting  th^ 
ftnigglings  of  fpiritual  life  to  oppofe,  and,  by 
frelh  ftrehgth  being  communicated,  to  obtain  the 
victory  over  them,  • 

•  In  the  month  of  May  laft  I  was  On  one  of 
ttrefe  journies  in  Wales,  and  .was  much  blefled 
with  theprcfence  of  God.  A  fweet  calm^  a  hea* 
vetily  ferenity  of  inindi.diflilled  upon  me'.  Fear, 
guilt,  and  condemnation,  were  removed,  and  my 
confcience* bathed,  as  it  were,  in  peace.  Hippy 
1$*  I  was,  yet,  left  I  fhould  be  refting  in  a  delu* 
!fion,  I  queftioned^  I  examiiied  from  whence  thife 
probeeded^  and  was  enabled  diftind^ly  to  trace  it 
tip  to  the  reconcilialftoh  between  God  and  >  man, 
made  by  the  blefled  Jefus-  on  the  crofs.  My  foul 
was  humbled  to  the  daft,  while  I  adored  the 
riches  of  free,  undefcrved  mercy  and*  dying  love^, 
communicated  by  the  quickening' gr^e  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,    A  few  wccics'ifter  nay  return  this 
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faeaveoly  vi(ltatioD  was  repeated  with  much  io-^ 
creafe;  and  upon  again  icr^utinizing,  that  I  mighf 
not  be  deceived,  I  could  again  trace  it  raoflt  dif7 
tindlly  to  the  lame  bleffed  fource,  and  it  wasac^ 
coiDpanied  with  a  fvveet  affurance  that  I  \yas  mad^ 
accepted  in  the  Beloved.  Clirift  was  formed  ia  ai]{ 
heart  the  hope  of  glory,  ^nd  I  had  joy  and  peace 
in  believing.  Now  I  found  what  it  was  to  .have 
my  confcience  purged  fiom  fin,  and  to  feel  the 
blood  of  fprinkling  fpeaking  better  things  thai) 
that  of  Abel.  Now  I  fopnd  that  the  Lord,  h^^ 
not  only  brought  to  the  birth,  bijit  had  givea 
firength  to  bring  forth.  Now  I  found  that  my 
prayer  was  anfwered,  and  that  ^'  men  ought  al- 
ways to  pray,  and  not  to  faipt/'  for  that  God 
would  indeed  avenge  his  own  elect  thjitcry 
day  and  qight  unto  him;  that  he  v^^ould  nc^ 
break  the  bruifcd  reed,  nor  quench  the  iipoking 
flax,  until  he  bring  forth  judgment  unto,  v^c^ory. 
Now  a  new  fong  was  put  into  my  mouthy  ^nd  I 
could  triumph  over  my  cnemyj  and  give  th^nk^ 
to  him  whofc  '*  ovvn  rig^bt  hand  and  holy  arm 
had  gotten  himfclf  the  vid^ory."  Now.  I  could 
fay,  "  My  Beloved  is  mine,  ai;id  I  an)  bW-r-"  J 
fat  down  under  his  ihadow  with  great  delight? 
and  hia  fruit  was  fweet  to  my  tafte/*  Here  J  bad 
accefs  with  boldneis  into  the  Holy  of  HoHes,  fin 
being  put  away  by  the  facrifice  of  th^X^mb  of 
God;  and, the  nearer  I  w^  brought,  the^more 
was  my  foul  noelte^  dowo  i^tQ  humilityy^rat-itudey 


i 


(     24     ) 

&nd  loveV     Here  I  found   that  a    foft   anfwcr 
breil^eth  the  bonesj  thodgh  grievous  words  had 
often  ftined  up  ft  rife.  And^  having  found  the  blood 
of  Chrift  efficacious  to  cleanfe  from  all  fin,  my 
faith  alfo  laid  hold  of  his  glorious  righteoufnefs 
for  juftification  in  the  fight  of  God  the  Father^ 
which  was  fweetly  confirmed  to  me  by  a  power- 
ful application  of  thcfe  words,  "  To  him'lhat 
worketh  not>  but  bdieyeth  on  him  that  juftifieth 
the  ungodly,  his  faith  is  counted  for  righteouf- 
nefs/*   Nor  did  my  Lord  and  Saviour  ftop  here 
with  me ;  for  the  blefled  Spirit,  having  thus  tefti« 
fied  of  Chrift  to  my  foul,  he  went  on  to  ihew  that 
he  had  loved  rac  with  an  evcrlafting  love,  and 
therefore  with  loving-kindnefs  he  had  drawn 
me;  and  thus  it  was  made  clear.    The  Saviour 
faySj  *<  Him  that  cometh  unto  me  I  will  in  no 
wife  caft  out  :**  I  found  I  had  come,  and  had  not 
•been  caft  out.   Again :  <'  All  that  the  Father  hath 
^iven  me  ihall  come  unto  me  ;*'  then  thofe  that 
do  come  are  fuch  as  the  Father  hath  given  t6 
the  Son  from  etprnity.     And  again :  none  but 
fuch  ftiall  come;  nor  tvpn  would  they,  if  not 
made  willing  in  the  day  of  God's  power;  for  <^  no 
man  can  come  to  me,  except  the  Father  'which 
hath  fent  me  dra^  him.*'    Having  then  been 
made  willing,  under  a  fenfe  of  need,  and  drawn 
to  Chrift,  and'  having  experienced  pardon  and 
-peace  by  the  blood  of  atonement,  applied  and 
>yitncfled  by  the  ever^Wcffed  Spirit  of  truth^j  I 
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was  enabled  to  (ay,  **  My  Father,  my  God,  and 
the  Rock  of  my  iklvation  ;*'  and  could  not  but 
wonder  at  the  fovereign,  difcriminating  gmce 
of  God,  that  he  could  ever  have  fixed  liis  love 
upon  one  fo  unfruitful,  and  fo  utterly  unworthy 
in  every  refpcit,  that  (in  fincerity  and  truth  I  can 
fpeak  it)  looks  upon  himfelf,  and  ought  to  be 
Idoked  upon  by  others,  as  lefs  than  the  leaft  of 
all  faints.  But,  bleifed  be  his  name,  it  is  well 
for  his  people  that  he  does  not  make  worth  or 
worthineis  of  theirs  any  condition  ''of  his  lovet 
no,  it  is  free,  unmerited,  and  everlafting;  other- 
wife  I  am  fure  I  ihould  have  failed  and  come 
ihort  of  it. 

For  thefc  few  weeks  paft  thefe  heavenly  m-^ 
fluences  have  been  in  fpme  meafure  withdrawn, 
though  my  foul  ftill  refis  on  the  foundation  laid 
in  Zion.  For  feveral  days,  however,  in  this  in- 
terval, it  appeared  that  the  enemy  was  determined 
to  take  his  revenge  for  the  happinefs  I  had  en- 
joyed.  He  endeavoured  to  lull  me  into  fecurity, 
then  to  drive  me  into  defpondency;  then  he 
tempted  me  to  lie  againft  my  right,  and  to  dif- 
pute  againft  God  in  the  difpenfations  of  his  pro- 
vidence; he  (lirred  up  naturd  corruptions  and 
evil  tempers,  fo  that  I  was  amazed  to  find  thefe 
'  things,  efpecially  upon  the  back  of  what  I  had 
but  fo  lately  been  blefled  with,  and  even  now 
•acknowledge  them  with  fhame  and  confuflon  of 
face.    T^iis  text  exadlly  exprefled  my  flate,  «*  For 
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pe^ce  I  lia(L  great  bitternefs/'  But  it  hath 
pleafed  the  Lord,  in  a  good  degree^  to  redore 
to  me  the  joys  of  his  laIvation»  and  uphold  me 
with  his  free  Spirit.  I  blefs  him  that  the  one 
obUtion,  oi)cc  made,  has  for  ever  perfcdled  all 
that  believe;  but  a  frcfh  application  of  it  I.  fiini 
I  fiaod  in  need  of  day  by  day,  agreeably  to  our 
Saviour's  words^  *^  He  that  is  waftied  needeth 
not,  favc  to  walh  his  feet."  I  defire  to  be  kept 
waiting  upon  him  to  dire6l  my  way  both  in  grace 
imd  in  providence;  for  in  both  refpe^ls  I  find 
him  fulfilling  his  word.  I  want  to  experience 
morQ  of  his  love  ihed  abroad  in  my  heart  by  the 
Holy  Gbod^  and  to  live  more  under  its  filial  and 
fruitful  conftraints  to  his  glory.  I  want  to  have 
my  unbelief  quite  fubdued^  which  is  fo  diHio* 
scouring  to  my  merciful  and  faithful  God  and  Sa* 
viour,  and  fo  (Jifquieting  to  my  own  foul.  I  never 
knew  what  this  fin  was  till  it  pleafed  the  Lord  the 
Spirit  to  work  true  faith  in  me,  and  fince  then  it 
has  pcftered  me  in  all  that  concerns  fpiritual  life 
and  everlafiingtfalvation^  even  from  the  higheft 
to  the  lowed  matters.  But  I  fee  this  to  have  been 
a  part  of  the  Spirit's  work:  '*  He  fhall  convince 
of  fin,  becaufe  they  believe  not  on  me."  And, 
thanks  be  to  God,  it  has  received  fome  fcvere 
rub»,  for  I  have  fcen,  in  fome  meafure,  the  things 
that  faith  hath  credited  already  come  to  pafa; 
darknefs  has  been  made  light  befoie  me,  and 
crooked  things  ftraight;  and  I  truii  to  find  my 
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fOL^  HAi^Qg  Ytidre  and  more  «ofo  perfeft  dayi 
Sofndiioet  ift  private  prajer^  wben  darkneft^ 
lx>ndage,  and  ui>beitef>  have  been  fo  Drong  that  I 
have  Icarcely  bad  a  word  to  Utj,  I  have  found 
that- faith  has  at  length  begun  to  ftroggle,  til)| 
tike  a  fountain  bubbling  up  tbroogh  the  earthy  ^ 
has  in  the  end  glorieuily  ^prevailed,  and  I  hav» 
left  my  but  den,  and  gone  away  rejoicing  ia  th0 
full  expetftalion  ol*  being  beard  ar>d  anifwered. 

I  was  in  the  happy  ftate  a  little  befoiie  de« 
fcribed'when  you  lately  preached  firom  theft 
words,  ^^  Let  erery  man  prove  his*  omn  nork^  and 
then  fhall  he  have  rejoicing  in  bimfelf  alone^  and 
not  in  another."  There  you  fet  forth  the  proofii 
of  a  nal  work  of  grace  in  the  hearts  and  every 
proof  you  mentioned,  even  to  the  bigheft,  1  could 
then  come  up  to;  the  whole  was  glorioufly. con-^ 
firmed  with  power  frona  oil  high>  and  I  couk) 
fet  to  my  feal  that  God  was  true;  and,  having 
before  found  my  confcience  r^roach  me  with  in-» 
gratitude  to  the  Father  of  mercies  for  not  declar* 
ing  the  former  inftanccs  wherein  bis  vifitati<»is 
had  refrcfhcd  roy  fpirife  (efpecially  that  at  Gnibr 
i^reet,  n^ntioned  in  this  letter)^  1  wa&  detertniiifid 
to  make  this  known  to  you;  but,  findrag  the 
veflry  crowded,  I  judged  yoo  was  much  engaged, 
and  therefore  concluded  to  defer  it  to  a  moire 
convenient  opportunity.  The  fubje6l,  however^ 
fkiHlay  on  my  mind;  and»  after  noaking  it*  (^ 
mattct  of  prayer^  I  fou«id  eacouiagcmeat  to  lay 
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It  before  you  in  this  manner.  When  I  began  to 
write  it  was  far  from  noy  intention  to  continue 
it  to  this  length.  As  occurrences  were  brought 
to  my  recolle<5lion  I  have  endeavoured  to  com« 
preis  them  as  much  as  poflible;  but,  as  thefe  ar« 
only  fuch  as  are  the  moft  material  in  the  genuine 
experience  of  my  fou)^  I  do  not  feel  inclined  to 
omit  any.  part  of  what  I  have  written.  It  was 
begun  Tome  weeks  back;  but  while  I  was  in  bit? 
temefs  of  fpirit  I  laid  it  by.  When  the  light  of 
God's  countenance  was  again  lifted  up  upon  me  I 
refumed  it,  intending  you  (hould  have  had  it  before 
BOW,  and  had  written  to  within  a  few  lines  of 
this  on  Tuefday,  when  I  left  it  oflF  to  go  to  the 
City  Chapel.  In  your  fermon  from  Ifaiah  Ix.  S0> 
^  Thy  fun  (hall  no  more  go  down,  neither  ihall 
thy  moon  withdraw  itfelf/*  you  will  readily 
perceive  how  much  of  this  you  went  over  again  s 
end  the  favoury  un6kion  that  attended  your  dif « 
courfe  to  my  foul  I  better  know  than  I  can 
exprefs.  My  Beloved  came  into  his  garden, 
and  ate  is  pleafant  fruits ;  and  I  again  fed  upon 
him  by  faith,  with  thankfgiving.  I  could  ling 
with  the  fpirit,  and  with  the  underflanding  alfo^ 

^'  Eternal  are  thy  mercies.  Lord, 
Eternal  truth  attends  thy  word; 
Thy  pcaile  (hall  found  from  (hore  to  flioie^ 
Till  fun  ihall  life  a^d  fet  no  more.'" 

My  foul  delights  in  having  to  acknowledge  what«> 
ever  appears. as  an  anfwer  to  pr^yer^  or  as  the  fuU 
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iiiment  of  a  promife;  and  the  words  of  the  fweet 
finger  of  Ifrad^  Pfalms  cxvi^  cxviii,  I  find  exadUy 
fuitable  and  applicable  to  me* 

Adleu^  dear  Sir  1  The  Lord  be  with  you^  and 
profper  you  in  your  own  foul^  and  in  the  work 
he  has  given  you  to  do.  And  may  it  pleafe  the 
great  Shepherd  long  to  continue  you  here  for  his 
church's  lake!  Such  is  the  fincfpM  defire  and 
and  hearty  prayer  of»  Reverend  Sir^ 

Tour  aSedlionate  Son,  in  the  Gofpel 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift^ 


BelpsTO 


Piinliao,  Sflpt.2.  XW9.  JOH»  tEDES. 
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TO  MR.JOHN  EEDES, 

PIMtlCO. 


■  '^      •    ■  ^  - . 

■l  I 

Dearly  beloved  in  the  one  Mediator,  grace  and  truth 
beVifik  fkee  thrdn^  our  Lovi  Jefus  Cbrifl,  the  fon 
of  the  Father  in  truth  and  love. 

Y  OUR  epiftic  is  very  acceptable  to  me,  as 
the  contents  ferve  to  weaken  a  temptation  which 
has  often  befet  me;  namely*  thatok!  age  would  be 
attended  with  a  barrenneft-in  thcminiftry;  that, 
as  youthful  vigour  decayed,  and  the  faculties  of 
the  foul  got  impaired,  fo  the  life  and  power  of 
godlinefs  would  abate  alfo.  And  this  temptation 
came  upon  me  by  obferving  fo  many  great  and 
learned  men,  who  had  come  forth  with  brilliant 
gifts  and  abilities,  light  and  knowledge,  and  who 
feemed  to  foar  very  high,  and  to  flourifliwlike  a 
cedar,  afterwards  fink  and  wither  like  the  green 
herb.  This  I  concluded  muft  be  ray  cafe  at 
fome  future  period.  But  it  is  in  Chrift  Jefus 
that  God  our  father  accepts  us,  in  his  atonement 
he  receives  us  as  clean,  and  in  his  righteoufnefs 
we  arc  received  as  juft  -,  and,  being  fanAificd  by 
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the  Holy  Ghoft,  we  ate  complete  in  Kim.  And 
it  is  in  Christ  Jefus  that  wc  enjoy  dnd  fliare,  as 
joint  heirs  with  hira,  in  God  the  Father's  lovej 
and  this  love  is  the  fruit  and  cfftA  of  pardon ;  it 
is  the  bond  of  the  covenant,  the  root  of  the  righ»- 
teous,  the  marriage  ring,  and  the  indifToluble 
bond  of  union  between  the  bridegixxxn  and  the 
bride.  Could  this  divine  love,  which  is  fixed 
upon  us  in  Chrift  Jefus,  be  taken  front)  him/  the 
bond  of  the  coYenant  would  be  broken,  the  thin^ 
that  is  gone  out  of  God's  t|{)s  would^tte  altered, 
the  promife  would  pafs  aw;ay  unfulfilled^  ^^2#^o- 
venant  of  peace  would  be  removed,  ^nSifn^^Sltk^ 
fulnefs  of  God  would  be  fuifcrcd  to  fifM^r,  if 
the  root  be  removed,  both  leaf  and  fruit  muft  fail 
from  the  heirs  of  proni^fc. 

But  we  are  fafe  and  well  fecured  upon  thiii  • 
ground;  and  every  revival,  renewing^  and  refi^fti- 
ing,  is  a  confirmation  of  it;  for  thefe  are -the 
freih  declarations  of  ^od*s  covenant  name  and 
charadtersi  I  mean,  that  olf  his  being  gracious  -. 
and  merciful,  abundant  in  goodnefs  and  truth, 
forgiving,  iniquity,  tranfgreffion,  and  fin  (read 
£xod«  xscsi^.  69  7)j  which  is  what  our  Lord  al- 
ludes to  4lKnr  he  fays,  "  And  I  have  declared 
unto  them  thy  name,  and  will  declare  it;  that 
the  love  whei'cwith  thou  haft  loved  me  may  be 
in  them,  and  I  in  them,"  John  xvii.  26.  Com- 
pare thefe  two  paflagcs  together,  and  you  will 
fee  what  is  meant  by  Chrift  being  in  us;  and  it 
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js  by  God's  faithfulncfs  to  his  covenant  riam^ ; 
which  name^  in  all  its  fulnefsj  and  in  all  its 
meaning,  is  now  (as  it  always  was)  in  Chrift 
Jefus;  and  it  is  declared  again  and  again  by  a 
difcovery  of  frelh  truths  by  receiving  frefh  grace^ 
>«nd  by  new  enjoyments  of  pardoning  love.  This 
name  is  declared,  and  fhall  be  declared,  that  the 
love  wherewith  the  Father  hath  loved  Chrift  may 
be'in  uti,  and  he  in  us.  Where  a  iin-pardoning 
God  is  not  proclaimed  to  the  ilnner,  that  finner 
has  no  love  to  God.  God*s  ctrcumciiing  our 
h^ft  to  love  him  is  putting  off  the  body  of  the 
fitis '%f  the  ilelh  by  the  circumcifion  of  Chrift; 
and  Vih/^  much  is  foigivcn^  the  fame  loveth 
much. 

Thefe  things^  my  dear  friend,  ftanding  fa&, 
and  our  fruitfulhefs  depending  upon  the  righte- 
oufnefs,  truth,  and  faitbfulnefs  of  God  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  the  root  muft  abide,  its  waterings  cannot 
fail,  the  leaf  muft  be  green ;  and  we  ihall  bring 
forth  fruit  in  old  age,  to  fhew  that  the  Lord  is 
upright,  Pfalm  xcii«  14,  Id. 

My  fears,  therefore,  from  the  above  tempta* 
tion^  have  for  fome  years  abated,  about  barren- 
neis  in  my  old  age;  for  I  verily  believe  that  I 
have  had  more  fuccefs  thcfe  ten  years  pa  ft  than  I 
ever  had  in  any  ten  years  that  have  gone  before 
fince  I  have  been  in  the  miniftry.  Nor  do  I  find 
God*s  workmanihip  by  me  inferior  to  others, 
but  contrariwife;  for,  go  where  I  will^  or  get 
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iatp  compoin]^  with  what  pipfdibra  I  mgy,  I  find* 
^^m  la  penetration  Aiper^cidl>   in  experkuce. 
Aallow,  in  judgment  confufed^  in  converfatioa 
miiddy^  dcAlyj  and  uqiiiv4>ury;    they  have  a 
litt)^  OHMnentary  gUse  i^inder  the  word^  and  thi^^ 
i^  j«^  brbin4  wJm^ii  the  fermon  is  over,  and  all 
ihfi  rp&  q{  the  week  is  fpent  in  bondage,  doubt- 
ing ^od  /S^ari^ig,  murmuring  aqd  complainings 
and  tb^  u^  dea4  works»  the  fruits  of  a  leg;i^ 
an4  &lf*nghteou$  fpint  ]^ept  uader  the  power  of 
unbelief.     The  wayiide,   the  thorny,   and  the 
ttp^jy-ff^und  hearers,  are  too  cpmmon  and  top 
sipp^rent  cv^  where :  it  is  as  our  Lord  fays^ 
**  They  h»ve  no  r^x>t,"  no  deepnefs  of  earth  upr 
moifyxe^  and  therefore  are  foon  fcorchedj  and 
the;i3  wither  away.    A  broken  and  contrite  heart 
ifi  the  deep  earth;  with  fuch  God  dwells;  and 
thi^  is  the  good  ground  alfo.    Pardoning  love 
12^4  abroad  in  the  heart  is  the  root,   and  the 
holy  Spirit  of  life  and  his  grace  is  the  moiilure : 
and  what  is  the  moil:  fplendid  profefRon  without 
Ihefe  things  ? 

The  higbeft  ils^e,  my  dear  fon,  and  the  fqi^ft 
ilanding  in  a  militaijit  ftate,  i$  that, of  holding  the 
mjflerj'  of  faith  in  a  pure  confcienoe.  The  my f- 
tcry,  which  is  the  moft  fublime,  and  which  is 
the  otjjedl  of  fpiritual  faith,  is  the  myftery  of  the 
three  perfona  in.  the  one  God  of  Ifrael,  or  a 
trinity  .pf  perfons  in  the  godhead.    And^  as  tbcle 
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three  arc  diftin<5l  in  perfonality,  fo  is  their  voice 
and  teftimoiiy  difiindl  in  the  confcieticetof  all 
true  believers. 

Paul  tells  us  that  by  ftith  we  come  to  the 
Mediator  of  the  new  covenantj  and  to  the  blood 
of  fprinkling,  that  fpeaketh  better  things  than 
that  of  Abel,  Heb.  xii.  24.  This  voice  fpeaks 
pardon,  and  perfe&  cleanfing,  from  all  lin;  it 
fpeaks  peace  with  God  and  confcicnce;  it  fpeaks 
reconciliation  and  friendfliip  with  the  Almighty; 
and  it  fpeaks  neame&  and  accefs  to  God  with 
boldnefs,  freedonrt,  and  familiarity;  The  law 
made  nothing  perfeift,  but  the  bringing  in  of  a 
better  hope  did,  by  the  which  we  draw  nigh  unto 
God,  being  made  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Chrift, 
who  were  far  from  God  by  wicked  works.  Now 
&ith  is  a  coming  to  this  Mediator,  and  to  this 
blood  of  fprinkling,  which  fprinkles  the  heart 
from  an  evil  confcicnce,  and  purges  the  confcience 
from  dead  works;  for  God  purifies  the  heart  by 
faith. 

The  voice  of  the  Spirit,  and  his  teftimony  in 
the  confcience,  are  diftinfl  alfo.  To  every  one 
that  receives  Christ  in  faith  and  afFeAion,  to 
th^m  gives  he  power  to  become  the  fons  of  God. 
And  this  power  is  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  pro- 
duceth  a  birth  that  is  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the 
will  of  the  flefli,'  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of 
God;  and,  when  this  regenerating  and  renewing 
work  is  performed,  the  Spirit  proclaims  our  fon- 
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ftip,  and  claims  the  parentage  of  heavab.  upon 
it;  for,  being  predeftinated  to  the  adoption  of 
children  by  Chrift  Jefus,  we  are  called  Chrifi^s 
feed  (Ifa.  xUv.>  3) ;  yea,  we  are  called  fons  and 
daughters  (Ifa.  xliii.  6);  previous  to  our  conver- 
fion  by  virtue  of  God's  choice  of  us,  and  of  his 
decree  of  predefiinating  us  to  the  adoption  of 
ions :  *^  And,  becaufe  ye  are  fons,  God  hath  fent 
forth  the  fpirit  of  his  Son  into  your  hearts,  cry* 
ing,  Abba,  father,"  Gal.  iv.  6.  This  is  the  voice 
.of  the  Holy  Spirit^  who  is  our  inward  helper, 
and  an  intercefTor  in  our  hearts,  and  whofe  cry 
is  not  from  a  foul  iiomach^  nor  does  it  favour  of 
•a  ftinking  breath ;  not  from  an  evil  confcience, 
nor  from  a  mind  blinded  by  Satan  and  hardened 
in  pride,  like  that  of  Balaam  (Numb.  xxii.  18); 
or  like  that  of  the  pharifees,  who  faid,  "  We  hive 
one  father,  even  God,"  John  viii.  4l.  All  fuch 
dairos  fpring  from  ignorance  and  arrogance, 
irom  infenfibility  and  ra(h  prefumption,  and 
therefore  our  Lord  palms  them  upon  another 
parent,  being  the  feed  of  the  ferpent,  and  a  ge- 
neration of  vipers;  for  they  were  haters  of  Chrift 
and  of  all  his  followers,  which  is  the  charadkriftic 
of  the  ferpent's  feed,  the  image  of  Satan^  and  the 
evixicnt  token  of  perdition. 

A  gracelefs  profeiHon  generally  (lirs  up  the  * 
carnal  enmfty  of  tlie  finner's  mind ;  and  where 
this  works  guilt,  flicks  fafl,  and  where  fux  r»- 

eft 


(    96    ) 

ffmins  the  ien^nct  ^df  ^od  'Mh;  igttck  we  'con- 
dett^tied  likely  (Jdhn  m.  6);  a^d  ^hcsre  the 
fent^Dce  faih  thtrc  the  wratli  4>£  'God  abides 
J05hniii.  86);  and  ^he  Aew  of  the  <:«)ttrtte- 
natid^s  €^fudi}doth  ^ritnefs  ogakiit  tfaom  :(!;&. 

iii-  $* 

A  fail^pn  cotintenBfice  is  &  ificite  'fign  af  ^oilt 

tinjl  cbndemnatHiii  <(@en.  i\c  4$);  ond  «  dtfpenOt 

coantetinnce  an  infuUiUe  index 'of>ati  hard  hesrrt, 

ft  ruined  ^fiatte,  ^id  tin  inward  '^ar  ^ith  ithe  J^U 

mighty  (ifa.  xriL  S^*;  und  it  is  ^e^ff  4o  difcefn^ 

even  in*the«)iivs  what  ^  'meant  b^ftb^tdfaens  ef 

perditidn  :and  ofifalyatidn;;  imd'What  i^me&xit  hy 

^e  image  of  Godj  smA  tbe  image  thsrt^God  de- 

'Ipites;  for  the  tbn  commandaientB  know  of  nD 

other  clafles  of  men  ^an  halters  and  iovere  of 

^God:  '^  I  will  vifit  die  iniquity  of  the  &thex« 

tq>on  tiie  children  unto  the  third  and  fourth  ge* 

neration  of  them  that  hate  me;  and  ibew  merof 

unto  .thousands  of  them  that  love  me,*'  £kod.  zk. 

5,6. 

Bat  our  cry  and  claim  upon  God  is  not  oor 
ovfti ;  the  Holy  Spirit  is  the  fpirit  of  'promife  to 
tiis,  and  the  fpirit  of  adoption  in  us,  and  is .  the 
frtiit  and  efieft  of  Chrift*s  mediation,  and  of  his 
being  accepted  of  the  Father  in  his  office  of  me- 
diator, end  in  erery  other  office  he  fuilainsi  and 
IB  fecared  tons  by  an  everlafiing  cc9vetoant;  and 
M  a  comforter,  and  as  the  fpirit  of  gmee  and  df 
glory,  he  is  to  abide  with  us  for  evermore. 
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The  eiy  rf  *  AWN^,  feXMrv  Iw  *«  Spirijtis 
)abrQ9'A  QfWKS^  9iid  ]pto«QRr4(i  and  is  atteaid«cL  to 

kw^iM9  it,  *s  ift  th^  c^e  Q^  th^  ppodigal :  *<  J{ 
wU  attife,  aqii  go,  to»  ni^yy  fajtbt r/*-  fays  b^ :  **  This 
i5i9Py  foi>/'  %«iGQdr:  "  Xbou^rt  i,lie  Lpi:4  my 
Gpdft '  f^yaEphir^m :  **  laEptM?aim  n?,y  dpar  Son  ?'• 
i^ys  €^;  ^^  i^  be  ^  pleaianii  cbi^d?"  9(c.  God 
hoawkts.  ihf^  i^Uh  that;  Wiakes  our  i^bnlbijp  n^^- 
fdl,  and  he  attends  ^o  the  prayers  that  are  put  uy 
to  bio)  ii^  the  n%mi&  of  ^'father,  an4  under  the 
Spirit^s  illAuei^^«;c  9^4  thi%  by  ajofwering  them; 
The  Spicit  ao|  ^nity  ^rm  <*  Abfea^  fatipisr/'  biU  bf 
vvitn^iT^^  t^  ouf  ac^ptioQ,  and,  makes  our  owa 
CQfkicw9ii:0  drot  tb^  i^nae ;  '^  |3^  bears  witnefs  witb 
Qw  ^ifit  (fay^  P4ul)  ^hat  we  are  the  cbiidrea 
of  Godi"  aR^  by  tbe  f«i>tfn^e  of  juftification 
pafljed  '»  the  coBfciroipe  by  the  Spirit,  bp  bfsars 
wd^ef^  tQ  the  righteo^t&iefi^  of  Cbrift  bei^g  isn^ 
fiQtod  K>  U9;  aad  this  righteoufnefs  without  the 
law  ia  witaefled  both  by  the  l^w  9nd  the  pro* 
ptiets,  R^m.  iii.  SI.  This  is  juftification  in  tl  e 
name  of  the  Lprd  Jefu^s^  a;skd  by  the  Spirit  of  our 
God,  1  Cor.  vi.  11.  , 

Tbe  ery  ^i^d  tesj^inaofiy  of  tbe  Spirit  is  ac* 
kn0wle4ge4  upon  eaijth  alfo^  the  accufations  and 
reproai^bes  Qf  Sat^a  ^re  lileDced  by  the  Si}irit  of 
Godi  axid  «kU  his  charges^  whether  true' or  falfe, 
are  f^pped  at  the  f(^u;id^ian;  and  our  adoption 
of  fops  is  niAnifeft  ii\  the  confcienQes  both  of 
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faints  and  finncrs,  as  the  fcriptures  witnefs :  V  And 
their  feed  fhall  be  known  among  the  GentilcSj, 
and  their  of&pring  among  the  people :  all  that 
fee  them  fliall  acknowledge  them,  that  they  are 
the  feed  which  the  Lord  hath  bleffed,"  Ifa.  Ixi.  9. 
My  dear  friend  fees  here  how  our  adoption^  and 
the  witnefs  of  it,  are  fprcad  and  made  known 
abroad  in  the  world;  all  that  fee  them  fhall  ac- 
knowledge them,  that  they  are  the  feed  which  the 
Lord  hath  bleflcd. 

*  The  voice  of  JCiod  the  -Father  is  the  voice  of 
love;  he  promifes  to  circumcife  our  heart  to  love 
him  with  all  the  heart  and  with  all  the  foul^  that 
we  may  live.  This  love  is  Ihcd  abroad  in  our 
hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  which  is  given  unto 
us;  and  its  voice  is,  "  Yea,  I  have  loved  thee," 
(Jer.  xxxi.  3);  and  this  is  a  cleanfing  us  from  all 
idols;  for,  when  the  whole  heart  and  whole  foul 
loves  God,  there  is  no  room  left  for  them.  The 
Father's  voice  of  love  in  the  heart  gives  the 
finifting  ftrokc  to  fpiritual  death ;  God  circum-' 
cifes  the  heart  to  love  him,  that  we  inay  live; 
the  blood  of  Chrift  removes  the  fting  of  death, 
and  his  righteoufnefs  imputed  takes  awiy  the 
fentence  of  death ;  but  nothing  but  love  will  caft 
out  the  fear  of  death.  This  is  our  enlargemeni: 
and  our  freedom,  being  now  drawn,  and  not 
driven ;  running  with  delight,  and  not  dragging 
in  chains;  conilrained  by  divine  goodnefs,  and 
not  purfued  by  wroth.    The  mean^  low,  fervile 
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fpirit  peclili^r  to  flaVes,  fervaolsi  and  the  bafc« 
born^  givrtway  to  this  noble  and  princely  fpirit 
when  this  love  comes  into  the  hearts  of  the  heirs 
of  promife ;  and  what  our  Lord  fays  of  his  works 
is  true  of  this  work  of  God  our  Father  in  us: 
''  But  I  have  greater  witnefs  than*  that  of  John ; 
for  the  works  which  my  Father  hath  given  me  to 
fioifh^  the  fame  works  that  I  do  bear  witnefs  of 
me  that  the  Father  hath  fent  roe/'  (John  v.  36. ) 
And  fo  does  this  work  of  love  in  us.;  it  cleanfes  us 
from  all  idols,  and  gives  us  poflcflion  of  the..one 
God;  for  "  he  tbatloveth  dwelleth  in  God,  and 
God  in  hina."  It  gives  us  enlargement,  and  glorious 
liberty  from  bondage.  It  is  the  bond  of  the  evcr- 
lafling  covenant,  the  church's  wedding  ring,  the 
image  of  God,  and  Zion's  inward  glory.  Thefe 
thmgs  make  us  God's  hufbandry,  and  God's 
buildings  for  we  are  circumcifcd  by  God  the 
Father,  baptized  by  God  the  Son,  'with  God  the. 
floly  Gboft;  "  Glorious  things  are  fpokcn  of 
thee,  O  city  of  God.'* 

Upon  thefe  things,  my  fon,  I  have  long  kept 
a  w:atchful  eye,  believing  thefe  to  be  the  fum- 
mit  and  the  JDleffings  of  Zion's  hill;  and  the 
promife  is,  "  Upon  the  mount  it  fhall  be  fccn; " 
namely,  the  provifion  that  God  has  made  for  us. 
And  he  that  dwells  on  high  Ihall  fee  all  this  when 
he  fees  the  King  in  his  beauty,  whofc  glory  co- 
vers the  heavens,  and  fills  the  earth  with  his 
praife,  ^ 
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Thde  de^  things  were  ordaitied  of  God  bd^ 
fore  the  world  for  our  glory,  and  God  has  revealed 
them  unto  us  by  his  Spirit;  "  for  the  Spirit 
fearcheth  all  things,  yea^  the  deep  things  of  God/* 
And  thefe  deep  things,  when  experienced  rn  the 
power  of  theti),  and  enjoyed  in  their  fweetncfs, 
eChtbliih  the  heart^r  and  baffle  the  attacks  and  dt«- 
tempts  of  heretics ;  they  undermine  the  miniftry 
of  the  letter^  and  repel  the  cold  chills  of  the  fonS 
of  death,  and  difcovers  the  withered  impoiiot 
upon  the  houfetop,  defying  all  to  gain  admtt<^ 
iance  to  the  afieiStions,  or  to  obtain  the  appro- 
bation of  the  judgment,  or  the  tcftimony  of 
confcience,  unlefs  Chrift  fpeaketh  by  them.  If 
thefe  things  were  more  obferved  and  attended  to> 
there  would  be  more  eftabliihment  in  the  minds 
of  many  than  now  there  is;  and  to  fettle  a  foul 
fliort  of  thefe  things  is  no  kfs  than  oonfirroing 
it  in  the  deep  of  death. 

According  to  my  fon*s  account,  he  has  been 
long  fpending  money  for  that  which  i(  not  breisi^ 
and  labour  for  that  which  fatisfieth  not,  Ifa.  Iv.  2. 
And  of  this  God  complains,  "  My  people  hath 
been  loft  fliecp ;  their  (hcpbeVds  have  caufed  them 
to  go  aftray;  they  have  turned  them  away  on  the 
mountains;  they  have  gone  from  mountain  to 
hill;  they  have  forgotten  their  refting  place.*'.  Jer. 
1,  6.  Thefe  fhephcrds  have  caufed  Chrift's  flock 
to  go  afiray ;  for  all  that  are  againft  Chrift  arc 
(ure  to  fcatter  from  him.  ^  This  work  was  done 
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on  the  mountains  by  the  blind  Watchmen  of  Zion, 
who  are  ihepherds  that  cannot  underftand ;  and 
bjr  following  their  dire<^ion8  they  went  frOm 
mountain  to  bill.  Some  ient  them  to  the  wor- 
ihip  of  idols  on  the  high  places;  thefe  burnt  in- 
cenfe  upon  the  mountains,  and  blafphemed  God 
upon  the  hills^  Ifa.  l3(v.  7*  Others  were  fent  to 
Sinai  and  Horeb  for  life  and  falvatton;  the  (bribes 
called  the  law  life  itfelf.  And  others  led  them 
to  truft  in  local  Zion,  becaufe  of  the  holineis  oi 
the  place^  and  fo  brought  them  to  trqll:  in  lying 
words,  and  then  they  cried,  **  The  temple  of  the 
Lord,  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  are  thefe,"  (Jen 
vii.  4);  and  this  puffed  them  up,  and  made  them 
haughty,  becaufe  of  the  holy  mountain,  Zech^ 
iii.  1  L  "  Truly  in  vain  is  falvation  hoped  for 
from  the  hills,  and  from  the  multitude  of  moun* 
tains;  truly  in  the  Ijord  our  God  is  the  falvation 
'  of  Ifrael,"  Jer.  iii.  23.  This  is  the  mountain  of 
the  Lord*s  houfe,  and  the  ftone  cut  out  without 
hands,  which  will  one  day  become  fuch  a  moun- 
tain^  in  the  fetting  up  and  eflablifhing  of  hia 
kingdom,  as  fhall  fill  the  whole  earth.  My  fon, 
farewell.  Grace  and  peace  be  with  thee  through 
Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord.     So  prays 

ThB   CoAtHEAVER. 
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TO   THE    REV.  J,  JENKINS, 

LEWES,  SUSSEX. 


Dearly   beloved    in   the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  gracc^ 
m^rcy,  and  peace,  be  with  thee  through  him ! 

I  HAVE  for  many  years  been  pcr- 
fuaded  of  the  unfeigned  faith  that  dwells  in  thee, 
and  of  thine  undiflembled  love  to  me,  and  to  all 
them  tliat  loVe  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in  fincerily 
and  truth.     In  this  confidence  I  write,  having 
received  fome  few  accounts  of  Zion's  bearing 
pains  and  bringing  forth;  knowing  that  you  will 
rejoice  at  the  accounts  of  looking  up  and  bring- 
ing home  thofc  fcattcred  iheep  that  are  gone 
afiray.     The  firft  letter  in  thefe  fcraps  fpeaks  for 
itfelf.     The  next  is  from  Mr.  Chamberlain^  sl 
young  man  of  Leicefler.     When  I  was  in  the 
north  this  genUeman  followed  me  in  his  yoke* 
and  bonds  to  Newark  upon  Trent,  and  at  that 
place,  by  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  God  fent 
him  forth  out  of  the  pit  in  which  is  no  water, 
and  he  turned  to  his  ftrong  hold  as  a  prifoner  of 
hope.     A  woman  of  Newark,  named  Carman, 
heard  me  every  difcourfe  that  I  preached  at 
Newark,  &c.  and  followed  me  in  her  chains  to 
Leicefter,  and  Cinder  the  laft  difcourfe  I  delivered 
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there  the  Lord  fent  her  forth;  he  firipped  off  her 
veil,  and  bid  her  fhew^  herfelf.  The  young  wo- 
man that  is  fo  very  ill,  in  the  third  letter,  is  the 
lifter  and  houfekeeper  of  the  young  gentleman 
above.  She  cleaved  to  the  houfehold  of  faith 
when  (he  was  quite  a  little  one;  and,  as  Job  fays 
of  the  eagle  and  the  llain^  fo  I  may  fay  of  her; 
where  Chrift  crucified  was  preached  there  wad  ihe. 
She  is  a  moft  amiable  young  perfon ;  but^  upon  ^ 
the  inward  workings  of  her  mind,  rather  referved. 
The  changes  that  paflcd  upon  her  heart  might, 
at  times^  be  read  in  her  face;  but  any  confeiSon 
from  her  mouth  I  never  heard. 

But  the  bread  caft  upon  the  waters  is  to  be 
found  after  many  days,  and  the  ointment  of  the 
right  hand  (laith  the  proverb)  will  betray  itfelf 
in  all  them  that  receive  the  promife  of  the  Spirit 
through  faith.  ^*  If  thou  (halt  confefs  with  thy 
mouth  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  (halt  believe  in  thine 
heart  that  God  hath  raifcd  him  from  the  dead 
(fays  Paul),  thou  (halt  be  faved."  This  feems  to 
be  needful  to  the  honour  of  God,  and  to  the  fa- 
tisfadlion  and  encouragement  of  his  family. 

Some  through  fear  of  prefumption,  and  others 
through  the  fuggeftions  of  Satan,  or  dread  of 
perfecution,  keep  all  to  tbemfelves^  as  the  poor 
woman  in  the  gofpel  healed  of  her  iifue  intended 
to  have  done;  but  the  Lord  called  her  forth  to 
an  open  confeifioni  and  this  poor  afflided  young 
woman,  lingering  on  the  brink  of  the  grave,  has 
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flow  opcaed  tndbroiq^lHlrfnrth  all  the  feeitt  (tm^ 
£uy€  of  her  heart,  and  maie  eoBfeffian  mkh  htr 
nouith  to  fatvfbon.  She  roceiTcd  that  capidricBca 
Ihafc  W9fl|edi  hope  under  fqe  at  Newark  ia|)OB 
Trctit>  when  difeouriing  upon  PauVs  faiftK&il 
ikymg,  that  Chrift  Jefus  caiae  into  the  worid  te 
favQ  iioners.  After  the  fermetA  waa  oye?  ihe  rode 
from  Newark  to  Grantham  upon  mj  coach  heck; 
and  mj  dame  has  obferyed  to  noe  fmee,  that  her 
countenanee  was  no  more  iad.  Hence  we  fee 
that  no  incorrupttUe  feed  can  be  loA,  nor  bei?ne 
down,  fo  aa  to  be  finally  overtopped  hj  inbred 
corruption :  faith,  hope>  and  love,  hfr>  lights  and 
peace,  muft  rife,  flouriik,  and  triumph.  The 
oil  of  gladnels  muft  feed  the  lamp  of  falvation* 
and  every  grace  muft  reign,  through  Chrift*s 
obedience,  unto  eternal  life.  The  letter  from 
my  fon  Goulding  mentions  one  of  the  perfe^  band 
having  efcaped  the  fiiare  of  the  fowler,  and  caft^r 
ing  off  her  prifon  garments,  and  loafing  the 
bands  of  her  neck.  The  eledt  of  God  are  chofen 
out  of  the  world,  and  thefe  muft  come  forth  of 
th^m  all.  In  that  infianee  you  may  read  the 
cunning  of  Satan,  and  his  dexterity  at  quoting 
the  words  of  truth,  as  in  the  feduction  qf  Eve. 
But  thefe  are  no  bar  to  omnipotence.  God 
works,  and  who  can  let  it.  In  all  thefe  things 
you  may  fee  that  the  pleafure  of  the  Lord  profr 
pers  in  the  hand  of  the  Mediator ;  and  that  the 
power  of  Chrift>  the  miniftry  pf  the  Spirit,  the 
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O^nce  of  the  crofs,  the  convcrfion  of  finners^ 
and  the  eftabliihment  of  Zion^  are,  as  they  al- 
ways havebefta,  ^i&pM-aWly  <^ittin^ed.  Adieu, 
my  fon»  wli»ki[  reiomi  thioe  aCedninatc  father, 
ia  Chrift  Jefus^ 

Thb  Coalhbaybb. 


•      • 
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TO  MRS.  MASON, 

No.  152,  Fleet   Street^  London* 


My  dear  Friend^  Leiccfter,  Sept  35,  1809. 

JVIt  fifter  wiihes  roe  to  write  to 
you,  as  Ihe  berfelf  at  this  time  is  not  able.  About 
three  weeks  ago  ihe  returned  from  Matlock  bath, 
but  was  not  in  the  leail  benefited  by  her  jour- 
ney. Since  her  return  home  ihe  has  got  much 
worfe,  and  within  this  laft  week  has  gone  off 
Tery  faft ;  ihe  is  fo  extremely  weak  that  ihe 
cannot  do  the  leaft  thing  towards  drei&ng  her- 
lelf,  uor  walk  in  her  room  without  leaning  upon 
ibme  one.  Many  things  have  been  tried,  but 
nothing  feems  to  do  her  good,  fo  as  to  give  any 
hope  of  her  recovery.  What  ihe  takes  fome- 
times  ieems  to  give  her  eafe,  and  for  a  little  time 
flie  appears  better.  Laft  week  ihe  fufFered  much 
from  a  violent  pain  in  her  bowels,  and  alfo  in 
her  head,  that  at  times  ihe  was  not  herfelf ;  but, 
thank  the  good  Lord,  ihe  is  rather  better,  and 
the  pain  is  a  good  deal  removed  iince  ihe  has 
had  two  blifters.  This  morning  ihe  is  very  weak, 
having  had  an  indifferent  night.  She  does  not 
keep  her  bed  at  prefent.     The  phyfician  told  me 
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dn  Saturday  be  had  no  hope  he  could  do  her 
any  good.    She  herfelf  does  not  expe<5t  to  recover, 
nor  do  I  think  myfelf  fhe  ever  will,  though  Hie 
may  perhaps  continue  fome  time.     At  times  I 
feel  much^  and  have  a  great  delire  (if  it  was  the 
will  of  God)  that  (he  might  be  continued  with 
me:  but  I  have  no  juft  ground  for  griejf  or  for- 
row,  only  I  feel  loath  to  part  with  her.     But  O 
what  a  comfort  it  is  to  fee  one  in  her  lituation, 
approaching  apparently  fo  near  their  end,  in  fo 
happy  and  bleifed  a  frame  as  ihe  is  at  times,  rc« 
joicing  in  the  profpedl   of  another  and  better 
worlds     Her  outward  man  perifhes,  but  the  in- 
ward man  is  renewed ;  and  though  her  ftrength 
fails  her,  yet  fhe  feels  that  God  is  her  portion. 
I  had  fome  converfation  with  her  laft  Saturday 
afternoon,  and  many  fweet  things  did  (he  men- 
tion.    I  felt  myfelf  exccding  happy  with  her ; 
her  mind  was  compofed,  quiet,  and  peaceable, 
though  at  times  her  cxefcifes  arc  exceeding  (harp; 
yet  again  (he  is  calm  and  ferene.    Blefs  the  Lord, 
O  my  foul,  for  his  goodnefs  to  bcr,  and  to  my- 
felf alfo!     It  was  under  a  difcourfe  Mr.  Hun- 
tington preached  at  Newark,  from  thefe  words, 
*^  Jt  is  a  faithful  faying,  and  worthy  of  all  ac- 
ceptation, that  Jefus  Chrift  came  into  the  world 
to  favc  fitmersr  of  whom  I  am  chief,"'  that  the 
Lord  was  pleafcd  firft  to  reveal  himfelf  to  her, 
and  bring  her  into  a  (late  of  pardon,  peace,  and 
friendfhip  with  himfelf.  She  bid  me  this  morning 
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(iNrllea  talking  about  bim)  teU  you  to  gm  |ier 
kiod  Jove  to  kkn.  She  defire$  her  l^ve  lo  ^or*- 
idf  afid  Mr.  MoTom  alfo  to  Mr.  afid  Mn>  Beof* 
ley«  with  each  <^  your  families.  Mift  Coit  i» 
wi!th  her,  and  begs  her  Jbve.  I  hai^  not  i^mc  ta 
fay  nMe»  as  I  am  juft  ^^^fed  away.  My  kind 
rqgards  to  all. 

Yoiira  afEbdi^jiately> 

Jo«GPfI    CHAMBKitLAnr. 


» 
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TO  MR.  MORGAN, 

At  tliellttbef  YmA,  BunbiH  Row^,  LondoiK 


Lazonb/,  Sept.  8,  T8O0« 
Beloved  for  Chrift  and  truth^s  lake^ 

JL  ou  bare,  na  doubts  mp«6led  a 
letter  Srom  nc  before  this»  which  muft  havd 
tried  wkat  patteace  you  have  in  pofitiBoo ;  ind> 
if  ^~u  avf  like  xne,  yon  havB  not  any  to  boafl 
o£  We  had  a  profpefout  joovncy  down>  by  tho 
viU  of  God.  When  we  armed  at  Stamford, 
where  w^  meant  to  ftop  all  night,  and  go  to 
the  ne&t  ^s^fj  it  was  lingular  that  the 
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jaflico*  and  Mr.  --~^ —  fliould  both  be  on  the 
top^  of  the  4se0cb,  and  we  within,  and  not  know 
it  till  the  conch  drove  into  the  inn-yard.  They 
y»€T€  on  ttheir  retain  from  meeting  the  Dodlor  in 
the  ii)e  of  Ely,  who  I  underftand  they  left  very 
well.  We  flopped  at  «*-~*  Friday,  Saturday,  and 
Sanday;  and,  as  the  jnftice  had  parted  with  his 
ll€mfe>  nothing  would  do  but  we  muft  flop  at 
Mt»  -- — -%  whofe  civility  and  attention  were 
iiich  na  we  ihaU  ever  bear  an  aA^Mnato  Vfmms^ 
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.      (     50     ) 

brance  of.     Mrs.  — —  was  very  ill,  confined  to 

her  room ;  but  I  have  had  a  letter  from  Mr. 

iince,  and  be  informs  me  (he  is  fomething  better. 
Nothing  would  be  heard  but  our  flopping  there 
a  day  or  two  on  our  return;  and  indeed  it  is 
greatly  in  favour  of  my  little  weak  iwife,  as  I 
fliould  be  afraid  of  undertaking  the  journey  with- 
out flopping  fomewhere.     During  my  flay  with 
thefe  choice  friends  a  young  lady  was  telling  a 
circumftance  of  a  poor  woman  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood whofe  hufl)and  works  for  the  juftice 
that  was  among  the  Arminians ;  and  when  the 
Dpdtor  was  down  (it  is  now  about  two  years 
ago)  (he  found  in  her  heart  a  flrong  defire  to  go 
and  hear  him ;  but^  when  (he  got  to  the  chapel 
door^  thefe  words  of  Paul  came  to  her  mind^ 
^'  Heaping  to  themfelves  teachers,  having  itching 
ears.*'     This  caufed  her  to  lofe  this  opportunity. 
Still  ihe  was  determined  to  go,  and  fhe  got  in> 
and  heard  the  next  difcourfe,  which   was   fo 
blefled  to  her  foul  that  ihe  declared  flie  could 
have  fallen  down  on  her  knees  in  the  chapel  and 
blefled  the  Do(Sbor  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  s  for 
he  was  fo  made  manifeft  in  her  confcieqce  by 
God*s  truth  entering  her  heart  with  power,  thaty 
when  flie  got  out,  fhe  declared  that  the  Armi- 
nians were  altogether  in  a  deluflon,  and  ihe  left 
them  from  that  day  forward ;  and,  though  they 
compafs  her  about  like  bees,  it.  is  to  no-purpofij, 
nor  of  courfe  ever  can  bej  for  all  the  ele<£t^  whea 


(    SI     ) 

taraed  from  darknefs  to  light  bj  a  divine  power, 
are  kept  by  the  fame  power  through  faith  unto 
lalvation.  God  grant  fhe  may  be  found  to  fiand 
as  a  pillar  in  the  temple  of  God,  and  go  no  more 
out  for  ever  O  how  tliis  people  are  longmg  for 
a  viiit  from  the  Do6lor!  They  are  waiting  as  the 
thirdly  land  does  for  the  rain.  But  the  Fathirr  of 
all  our  mercies  has  the  total  dirc^ion  of  his 
poople*s  hearts ;  and  when  there  is  work  for  him 
to  do  there,  then  the  Lord  will  fend  him  thither^ 

There  called  at  Mr. *s,  on  the  Sunday  that 

wfe  were  there,  two  or  three  very  nice  people, 
who  feemed  to  be  fweetly  bound  up  in  the 
bundle  of  life  with  the  Lord  our  God.     From 

we  went  to  York,  and  t'  ence  to  Leeds, 

where  we  flopped  five  days.     The  night  before 
we  left  this  buflling  place  a  tradefman,  who  often 
vifits  my  friend,   got  to  talking  upon  different 
things,  and  my  mentioning  fomcthing  about  the 
Biblei  I  forget  what,  I  fuppofe  he  thought  I  had 
got  a  little  bit  of  religion  of  fome  fort  or  other 
like  himfelf,  and,  knowing  I  was  from  London^ 
he  looked  me  in  the  face,  and  faid,  "  Did  you 
ever  hear  old  Huntington  preach  in  London  ?** 
««  Hear  old  Huntington,*'  fays  I;  «  Yes,  that  I 
havci  I  have  fat  under  his  miniftry  upwards  of 
feventeen  years,*'^^**  Aye;  have  you?"  and  rq* 
pliedj  *'  I  have  feen  two  or  three  pieces,  that  a 
Buio  has  in  this  place|»  wrote  by  hin\  and  I  lik« 

02 
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them  (o  much  that  I  worald  go  with  a  deal  <rf 
fleafure  thirty  or  forty  miles  to  hear  him/*  I  put 
my  hand  in  my  pocket,  and  gave  him  the  two 
laft  pieeeS  of  the  Do<Sof*s,  and  I  was  to  go  with 
him  the  next  day  to  bear  the  man  they  attend* 
We  called  on  a  friend  by  the  way,  and  a  pfccious 
foul  he  appears;  looks  and  talks  like  an  Ifraelitc 
indeed^  in  whom  is  no  guile.  It  is  this  man 
that  has  half  a  dozen  of  the  DoAor*8  pieces/ a 
lift  of  which  I  made  him  give  me.  Wc  welit  to 
hear  the  man.  But^  alas  1  there  was  nothing  but 
great  fwelling  words  of  vanity,  not  JefuA  Cbrift^ 
in  all  the  fermon.  They  afked  me  how  I  liked 
him.  I  told  them  I  believed  that  he  tv*a&  in  a 
difmal  ftate  of  bllndnefs  and  igfiorance;  at-  ieaft 
he  had  not  let  his  light  Ihine  before  men  at  that 
time.  And  )ie  does  not  appear  to  furniih  the 
head  much ;  and  as  for  the  hearty  I  am  fure  he 
is  not  wife  enough  yet  to  underftand  that^  either 
as  deceitful  above,  all  things  and  defperately 
wicked^  or  as  the  psllace  of  the  king  of  giUee, 
much  Icfs  as  having  ^Chi^lft  in  it  the  hope  of 
glory.  When  we  parted  the  next  day  I  thought 
they  would  have  fhook  my  arm  off;  and  the  old' 
gentleman  with  much  fincerity  faid,  *•  Though  I 
ilevtr  faw  you  before  1  love  yon,  and  I  love  Mfi 
HUntington  dtoriy  too.*'  Bleflcd  be  Go4  fiwr 
every  door  thai  he  hds  fet  befohe  rti*  for  the 
fpread  of  his  (fervant's  ^orks;  for  I  have  lived  to- 
fee  them  bleifed;  and  they  fhall  be  blefied» 


? 
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becaufe  God  will  ever  giye  teftimony  to  the  word 
oif  his  own  grace.  When  I  mentioned  my  pur- 
pofe  of  fending  them  fome,  they  feemed  to  be 
aftaid  of  divifions,  as  Mr.  Huntington  is  haled 

by  moft  of  the  preachers,  if  not  all,  in .     I 

told  them  they  wanted  diviiions^and  ihould  have 
them  too,  before  ever  there  would  be  any  real 
converfipn  tp  God.  Tlie  poor  creatures  cannot 
hear  any  one  that  can  touch  their  cafe,  or  defcribe 
their  date;  they  have  been  long  feeking  water, 
but  find  none.  Oh  that  the  good  Lord  woyld 
condefcend  to  fend  fome  waters  into  the  wilder^ 
nefs,  and  caufe  fireams  to  run  in  the  defcrt,  to 
give  drink  to  his  people,  his  chofen ;  for  Zion 

is  low,  and  in  a  low  place.     Ah,  Mr.  M -, 

how  highly  is   the  city  of  London  favoured! 

From we  went  dire<5l  to  Cumberland,  where 

we  arrived  fafe,  and  found  our  friends  as  well  a$ 
we  could  expert.  My  father  is  very  well  for  an 
old  man  in  his  feventy-cighth  year.  A  few  ihe^ 
fcattered  up  and  down  here  that  appear  to  Ipve 
the  Lord,  and  ^were  verjf  glad  to  fee  me;  and 
^U  alk  how  the  DoiStor  does.  Laft  Sunday  I  fpent 
moflly  with  my  friend,  who  is  very  well,  and  I 
i)ave  no  doubt,  in  my  own  mind,  will  be  of  that 
number  who  (hall  never  draw  back  unto  perdi- 
tipn,  but  of  thofe  that  believe  tojthe  falvatio^ 

q£  the  iio^l.    He  made  me  laugh  about  Dr. -, 

^csLXX   of  •: : — i     As  we  were  walking  paft 

his  door  the  circumflance  ctme  freih  to  his 
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tnind,  which  he  related  to  me.     He  wrote  a  let- 

ter  to  the ,  and  A  nt  him  "  Barry  on  Elcftion** 

to  perufc,  and  told  him  he  would  call  in  a  week. 
When  he  called,  a  fervant  in  livery  came  to  the 
.  door,  and  led  him  through  a  long  paffage  into  a 
drawing  room,  into  which  he  entered  with  his 
great  ploughman's  (hoes  on,  and  there  was  the 

'  ^ feated,  and  Teemed  much  difappojnted  to 

fee  fijch  a  poor  fellow  as  S call  upon,  him» 

He  afked  him  if  he  was  the  author  of  the  letter, 

and  the  perfon  that  fent  the  book.     S an* 

fwered, ''  Yes,  Sir/^— •'  Well,''  faid  the ,  *'  I 

have  read  the  book  )ou  fcnt  me;  but  where  peo- 
ple get  this  ele6lion  into  their  heads  there  is 
then  an  end  of  all  good  living;  it  leads  them  to 
liccniioufnefsj  they  may  then  live  as  they  lift.** 

To  wKich  S replied,  ♦'  What !  are  ye  a  maf- 

ter  in  Ifiael,  and  knows  nea  better  than  that  ?  For 
.  if  a  child  of  God  could  live  as  he  lift,  he  would 
^  live  to  the  glory  and  praife  of  God  always,  and 
never  fin  in  thought,  word,  or  deed,  more.  This 
vain  fancy  is  contrary  to  all  the  word  of  God,  as 
well  as  to  the  experience  of  every  faint;  for 
God's  elc61ing  grace  in  them  all  teaches  them  to 
deny  ungodlinefe,  not  to  commit  all  uncleanncfe 
with  greedinefs."     Remarks  of  this  kind  brought 

the r  to  Wave  jill  further  difcourfe,  faying,  he 

was  going  to  dinner,  and  S might  call  agaitu 

But  he  never  went  more,  having  feen  enough  of 
the  blindnefs  of  ^unsan  wifdom  in  the  things  of 
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God..  We  went  to  hear  a  perfon  lately  come  to 
— — ,.  in  the  evening,  who  attempted  to  prove;, 
from  the  eighth  chapter  of  Romans,  what  wad 
meant  by  being  "  prcdeftinated  to  be  conformed 
to  the  image  of  Chrift,  that  he  might  be  the  firft- 
born  among  many  brethren."  But  I  could  not 
underftand  him  further  than  I  was  fure  that  he 

• 

could  not  explain  his  text;  for  I  think  I  (hould 
have  underOood  fomeihing  of  it,  if  he  had  given 
a  real  found  account  of  the  image  of  God  in  man, 
as  he  appears  in  it  when  created  anew  in  Chrift 
Jefus.  I  have  received  four  books  of  the  Doctor's 
by  the  coach  from  London,  the  lafi  publiihed ; 
but  I  do  not  know  who  fent  me  them.  I  once 
I  thought  you;    then  I  thought  again  that  you 

would  never  do  that  without  a  few  lines.  The 
glorious  accounts  rejoice  my  heart;  and  the  de- 
fire  and  prayer  of  my  foul  is,  that  Zion^s  cords 
may  be  lengthened  more  and  more,  and  that 
there  may  be  an  abundant  influx  of  poor  fenfiblc; 
finners  to  the  feaft  of  fat  things,  where  they  may 
find  everlafiing  entertainment^  peace  and  reft  for 
their  fouls. 

Remember  me  to  the  Dodtor,  who  I  hope  is 
well.  I  go  to  Penrith  to-morrow,  God  willing, 
for  a  letter  I  expedt  from  Cheapfide,  and  to  meet 
an  old  lady  who  I  have  fometimes  written  and 
fent  the  Doctor's  books  to,  but  never  faw  her  till 
laft  Tuefday.  How  are  the  people  of  God  fiftcd 
up  and  down ;  yea,  as  corn  ia  fifted  in  a  fieve. 


!»•' 
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fiut  God^s  proimfe  n^  that  M)t  6m  gram  fhall  ever 
fall  to  the  earthy  fo  as  to  perifh  with  the  earthly* 
minded  ones  in  the  great  day.  Best  to  be  excl tided 
the  public  means  of  God*s  appointmettt  is  a  great 
trial  to  a  thirfty  foul.  That  the  God  of  all  grace 
may  be  with  and  blefs  yon  and  yours^  water  ydu 
every  moment,  keep  you  night  and  day,  be  the 
ftrcngth  of  ydur  heart,  and  your  portion  for  ever, 
is  the  delire  of. 

Dear  Sir, 

Yours  moft  affectionately  in  the  bed  bonds,  ' 

% 

C.  GOULDINO; 
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TO  THE  REV^  MR.  HUNTINGTON, 


My  D ear  Fri  en D,  Leiceftcr,  0&.  1,  1 8P9. 

\te  have  Ven  fully  expeAingyou 
toTifit  U8  at  Leicefier  this  autumn^  and  that  we 
Ihotild  have  heard  from  you  ere  now ;  but  pro- 
bably it  may  be  that  the  continuance  of  the  bad 
weather  has  prevented  your  undertaking  folong  a 
journey.  However,  the  weather  now  appears 
fiivourable,  and  we  are  deiirous  to  fee  you  as  foon 
as  the  way  is  open,  and  before  the  days  get  too 
Ihort.  We  are  aware  of  your  unwillingnefs  to 
leave  your  own  congregation,  and  that  they  are 
as  unwilling  you  fhould  be  abfent;  yet,  as  the 
tdejSing  of  God  has  attended  your  labours  here 
in  the  north,  as  well  as  in  the  fouth,  I  cannol  fee 
"how  you  can  refufe  us  any  longer,  according  to 
the  meafure  of  the  rule  which  God  hath  diftri- 
t)uted,  S  Cor.  x.  13.  And  it  may  be  that  your 
abfence  may  prove  ufeful  in  the  end,  as  your 
people  will  thereby  get  an  appetite;  and  it  1b 
i^elllmown  that  a  keen  appetite  is  pleafant  when 
ftere  is  good  food  to  eaW 


►•♦ 
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Our  friend  Mifs  Chamberlain  hns  for  iome 
time  been  very  defirous  to  fee  you  at  Leicefier 
once  more,  as  fhe  knows  her  end  is  fafi  approach- 
ing. She  is  very  much  altered  in  her  appear- 
ance during  thefe  ]aft  five  days;  I  mean  in  the 

decay  of  nature^  which  perhaps  Mr.  B or 

Mr.  M — —  may  have  mentioned  to  you.  She 
U  bailenidg  to  the  grave  very  fafi ;  but,  though 
the  outward  man  perifheth,  the  inward  man  is  re« 
newed  daily.  Myfelf  and  fome  other  friends 
have  fcarcely  ever  left  the  houfe  fince  Thurfday 
laft ;  and,  though  we  cannot  but  grieve  at  the 
expedlation  of  lofing  a  near  friendj  yet  there  is 
abundant  caufe  for  tbankfulnefs  that  ihe  will 
foon  go  to  everlafting  reft,  and  be  delivered 
from  that  body  of  fin  which  we  are  yet  encom- 
paffed .  with.  I  never  before  witnefled  fuch  a 
fcene  of  affli(5lion ;  there  is  not  a  friend  that  has 
vifited  her,  I  believe,  who  has  the  Ihadow  of  a 
doubt  of  her  eternal  happinefs.  It  is  truly  a  plea^* 
fure  to  be  with  her;  to  fee  that,  in  the  face  of 
death,  flie  fhould  poflet's  fqch  a  compofure  of 
jnind.  She,fpeaks  of  her  end  with  fuch  fatisfac- 
tion,  and  her  countenance  proclaims  fuch  tran- 
•quillity  and  peace  of  mind,  that  I  cannot  defcribe. 
She  is  very  cheerful  aivi  lively  in  her  converfation, 
more  fo  than  ever  flie  was  known  to  be  when  in 
perfe<^  health,  except  at  intervals^  when  pain 
comes  on  very  acute.  Her  departure  was  expe6le4 
every  hour  oh  Thurfday}  but  flie  again  revived^ 
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and  on  Friday  morning  was  rather  better/ when 
ibe  fpoke  of  what  (he  wifhed  to  be  done  after 
her  death,  and  alfo  of  the  goodnefs  and  kindnefs 
of  God  during  her  pilgrimage,  likewife  of  the  pro- 
ipeft  that  lay  before  her  in  the  world  to  come; 
the  particulars  of  which  1  cannot  relate  now,  it 
being  poft  time;  but  yoii  Ihall  hear  from  me  again 
foon.  She  bears  a  mod  faithful  teftimony  to  the 
truth  fhe  embrace^l,  to  the  power  of  God  in  main- 
taining and  fupporting  her  thus  far,  and  of  the 
cfEfcacy  of  the  hlood  and  righteoufncTs  of  Jefus 
Chrift  to  cleanle  and  to  juiiify;  which  I  am  per- 
fuaded  will  leave  a  laftmg  impreflion  upon  the 
beholders.    I  am 

Yours  afFedtionately, 

•  B.  Cqkt. 

N,  B.  I  wifh  you  could  fee  her.  She  is  very 
weak  indeed^  but  very  conTfortable./and  happy  i 
deiires  her  love  to  you,  and  would  be  glad  t« 
Jiear  from  ypu  in  return. 


# 
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TO  MR-  B.  CORT,  LEICESTER. 


Dear  Beji, 

Yours  came  fafe  to  hand.  You 
prefs  me  to  the  North,  not  confidcring  that  I  have 
lately  been  in  the  Eaft,  and  am  this  day  bound 
for  the  South,  namely,  Cranbrook  and  Ruthcr* 
£eld.  i'am  glad' at  my  heart  that  Mifs  Cham* 
berlain  is  fo  happy  in  her  lad  ftagcs.  '  Tell  her 
from  me  that  I  have  a  charge  againft  her  for  un- 
becoming fecrecy.  What  was  fpoken  and  done 
in  fecret  ihould  have  been  made  known  and 
come  abroad,  yea,  proclaimed  upon  the  hpufe* 
tops.  Was  flic  afliamcd  of  her  fmutty  father,, 
that  ihe  concealed  her  kindred  i  Fair  dealing, 
iand  not  friiuggling,  beft  becomes  thofe  who  t)uy 
the  truth  and  fell  it  not.  She  clofed  in  with  the  • 
ofFer,  and  made  a  match  with  the  heavenly 
bridegroom,  while  I  was  publifliing  the  bans: 
but  Ihe  loft  fight  of  the  bridegroom's  friend,  though 
Ihe  knew  that  I  was  proxy.  Tell  her  that,  if  I 
had  been  the  fon  of  nobles,  this  had  not  been 
the  cafe.    My  coal-fack  robs  me.    But  whatev 
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good  any  ffian  doth,  of  the  Lord  he  jhall  tMetve 
his  reward.    She  muft  and  {halt  be  nty  joy,  atid 
the  crown  of  my  rejoicing,  in  that  day  when 
every  branch  of  the  coal-trade  will  be  forgotten. 
And,  as  death  will  then  be  fwallowed  up  in  vie* 
tory,  fo  all  flavery   will  be  fwallowed  up  in 
royalty.     She  came  in  laft,  and  yet  is  paid  firll. 
She  has  Wrought  but  oiie  hour,  and  yet'  is  made 
equal  with  us  who  have  borne  the  burden  and 
heat  of  the  day.    The  Mafter  is  good,  but  my 
eye  is  evil.     We  agreed  at  firft  for  a  penny;  for 
the  language  of  every  convicted  foul  is,  I  care 
not  what  I  fufier  if  I  had  but  faith  to  believe  that 
Chrift  died  for  me.    The  Lord  takes  us  at  our 
word,  and  agrees  for  the  penny  a  day.     Here  it 
appears  that  faith  is  that  penny,  for  we  have  no 
true  riches  but  in  faith,  nor  food  nor  clothing 
without  it ;  for  we  live  by  faith.    And  the  beft 
robe  is  only  to  them  that  believe.    And,  if  faith 
be  right  and  genuine,  it  works  hf  love;   and 
love  is  the  image,  if  not  the  fuperfcription,  of 
that  penny.     I  doubt  not  but  there  will  be  a 
deal  of  murmuring  againft  the  good  man  of  the 
houfe.     Tom  Barfton,  I  hear,  has  begun  already. 
But  is  it  not  right  that  the  Mafter  fliould  do  as 
be  pleafes  with  his  Own  ?    Wc  cannot  doubt  of 
that.    The  reward  is  to  all  who  love  his  appear- 
ing; nor  ihall  (he  be  perfedl  without  us.     Give 
Jl^y  kind  love  to  her ^  tell  her  I  wifli  her  a  good 
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joonieji  and  that  (he  will  ihortly  enjoy  what  we 
believe  and  hope  for,  namely,  that  **  precious 
in  the  fight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his 
laints." 

Yours  in  the  beft  of  all  bonds, 

4tb  Oa.  I8O9.  W.  Huif  TIKGTOK. 


A 
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TO  THE  REV.  W.  HUNTINGTON. 


Rev.  and  dear  Sir,  Loiceftcr,Oft:5,i80ji. 

JL  R8TSRDAT,  at  OM  o*clock,  my  dear 
fifler  breathed  her  laft,  and  went  to  rest  in  the 
bofom  of  her  heavenly  Father.  I  have  loft  an 
aflfedtionate  filler,  and  an  in  Valuable  houfekeeper: 
but  ray  lofs  is  her  eternal  gain.  At  times  I  feel 
great  difbrefs  at  lofing  of  her;  but  I  forrow  not  aa 
thofe  that  have  no  hope;  being  fully  perfuaded 
that  ihe  fell  afleep  in  Jefus;  and  *^  bleifed  are 
the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord."  Her  end  was  glo^ 
rious;  and  truly  ^^  the  memory  of  the  juft  is 
blefled."  I  feldom  left  the  room  during  the  laft 
fix  days  of  her  life,  when  ihe  often  fpoke  to  me, 
and  to  other  friends  about  her,  of  what  ihe  en- 
joyed.  The  good  Lord  was  pleafed  to  ftrengthen 
her  upon  the  bed  of  languiihing,  to  make  all  her 
bed  in  her  ficknefs,  and  abundantly  to  blefs  her 
with  his  prefence.  Her  outward  man  periftied, 
but  the  inward  man  was  daily  renewed ;  for  every 
day  ihe  feemed  to  gain  greater  ftrength  in  thcf 

trd,  though  her  bodily  ftrength  was  all  gone,  fbir 
\  could  not  help  herfelf  in  the  leaft  thing;  but 
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God  was  the  ftreogth  of  her  heart,  and  fhe  knew 
that  he  would  be  her  portion  for  ever,  and  her 
foul  greatly  rejoiced  in  him.  I  never  faw  her 
when  in  health  with  fuch  a  couatenance  as  ihe 
had  during  her  illnefs;  I  may  fay,  without  ex* 
aggeration,  her  face  Ibone  like  the  face  of  an 
angeli  for  truly  the  Lord  was  the  health  of  her 
oottQtcmnce.  How  *  ^  iiappy  are  the  people  t  h^ 
are  in  fuch  a  cafe!  yea»  bleifed  are  the  people 
whofe  God  is  the  Lord/*  She  many  times  fpake 
rery  aflfedionatdy  of  you^  expreiled  a  great  de* 
fire  to  fee  you  once  more^  and  requ«fted  her  kiwi 
lore.  She  lard  iimny  fweet  things,  at  diAnrent 
times,  to  itke  and  trry  va'luable  friend  Mr.  B.  Coi% 
"who  was  with  me;  and  alfo  to  Mife  SbeafbiHTi 
a  particular  friead  of  my  iifter's,  who  was  witk 
her  the  laff  ten  days.  I  have  made  a  memo* 
randnra  of  fome  of  the  things  fkc  fpske,  and  I 
think  that  we  three  together  can  recall  to  mind 
tnofl  of  what  Ihe  faid,  which  I  mtend  to  write 
dow^  as^  fooR  as  1  have  timci  and  to  fend  yoo. 
I  hope  we  fhall  have  the  pleafurc-  of  feeing  yott 
at  Leicefter  before  the  days  get  Ihort ;  many  wiM 
be  ghd  to  fee  yon.     The  Lord  has  blefled  yoer 

4 

labours  amongft  tts  many  times,  and  I  hope  we-^. 
ihall  foon  fee  ytju  again,  that  we  may  recciffc 
another  benefit.  How  glad  fhould  I  be  if  you 
was  here  lo  fpeak  to  us,  and  to  declare  to  tbb 
public  what  great  tfabgs  the  Lord  hath  done  Ap 
my  fifler.    On  Friday  htft  fhe  was  fpeakii)^# 
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her  friends  who  fiood  about  her  for  more  than 
thre^  hours.  There  were  feveral  in  the  room^  and 
amongft  the  many  things  Ihe  mentioned,  which 
are'&T  bc^ftmd  tbeltmhsr  of  a*  letter;  ihe*  told  us 
again  of  her  deliverance  under  a  difcourfe  yoi| 
preached  at  Newark-  from  thefe  words^  '^  It  is  a 
faithful  laying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that 
Jsfus  Ghrift  come  into  the  world  to  fave  finn^i 
of  whom  I  am  chief/*  It  was  then  that  the  Lord 
bMbght  her  mit  of  hei"  diftrifs  into  a  flate  of 
friend  Alp  aDdrecoticiliatioh  With  bimfdf,  and 
gMe  her  the  enjoyment  of  pardon  and  peace;  and 
fti6  t^fUfied  to  all  aroand  her  that  ihe  had  that 
pcAtt  which  paileth  all  underdanding;  I'ihkH^ 
be  vet^yglad  t6  receive  a  line  from- you.  -  Thdt 
f  the  Lord  may  be' wHh  taiy  ever  deiir  ahd  iiiValu*- 
aWe  frtend/^'and  crown  the  labour  of  his '  hitter 
days' wiftt  abundant  iucocft,  is  the  earnest  prayer 
o#iny  hWirt. 


m 
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TQ  THE  RJ^V.  W.  HUOTINQTON. 


Rbt.  Aim  BSJkR  SlF,  Ldoefter,  Oa.  10,  1909^. 

I  SAID  in  my  Idft  that  I  would  give 
you  fomc  of  the  particulars  of  my  lifter's  convcr- 
iatioQ  previous  to  her  departure^  which  I  am 
fure  you  will  be  glad  to  hear;  for,  although  I 
have  been  fatisfied  in  my  own  minds  and  fome  * 
others  alfo,  refpe<5ting  her  eternal  ftate>  for  fome 
time  paft|  yet  it  appears  more  confirming  when 
fhe  ufed  fuch  language,  and  found  fuch  fupport, 
in  the  approach  of  death,  through  that  fweet  en- 
joyment fhe  had  of  the  Lord's  love  and  favour  ta 
her.  A  few  days  prior  to  her  confinement  fhe 
told  me  much  of  her  experience,  and  how  fharply 
fhe  had  been  exercifed  at  times;  what  dreadful 
things  went  through  her  mind,  fuch  as  fhe  durft 
not  even  fpeak  of.  She  faid,  *  When  I  do  not 
^  enjoy  the  Lord's  prefence,  I  feel  many  fears 
^  and  mifgivings  of  heart.  But  why  fhould  I 
^  expect  to  efcape  this,  when  Chrift  himfelf  cried 
^  out,  '^  My  God^  my  God,  why  haft  thou  for- 
'  faken  me  ?"  That  conlideration  is  often  a  grMjt 
^  comfort  and  fupport  to  my  mind/    The  peace 


^ 


iQf  ibnl  which  £be  epjo^  for  the  lafl;  fix  days 
vn  very  great,  and  her  converfation  was  enoou- 
raging  and  edmforting  to  all  that  pame  to  fee  her: 
ihe  faid,  ^^  Thou  wilt  keep  that  man  in  peifect 
^  peace  wbofe  mind  is  ftayed  on  thee.**  And  fo  I 
^  find  it^  for  fo  ibr  as  God*  hath  given  me  faith  to 
'  Ikay  my  mind  on  him  I  have  peace.  I  cannot 
^  fay  thfit  I  have  any  fear  of  death  s  perfefb  )o^e 

*  hath  caft  out  all  fitar ;  nor  have  I  any  toiiings  in 
^  my  mind,  nor  do  I  feel  thofe  iharp  exerciiea 

*  which  I  have  had ;  I  have  th^t  peace  in  my 
'  confcience   which   pafieth  all   underllanding, 

*  which  this  world  knows  nothing  of,  **The  fting 
^  of  death  is  fin>  and  the'ftrength  of  fin  is  the 
'  law;  but  thanks  be  to  God  who  giveth  us  the 

*  victory  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Cbrift."  Mr, 
B.  Cort  faid  to  her,  •  You  remember  Mr.  Hunt- 

*  ington*s  faying  from  the  pulpit,  *  If  perfect  love 
^  had  caft  out  all  fear^  you  would  be  no  more 
«  afraid  of  death  than  I  am  of  you/  *  Yes,'  fhe 
faid,  *  I  do,  and  I  think  that  fome  who  are  not  fo 
'  ftrong  in  faith  as  Mr.  H.  can  fay  the  fame :  I  feel 

*  no  fear,  death  will  be  fwallowed  up  in  victory. 

*  Formerly  I  ufed  to  have  great  terror;  and  was 

*  fo  exercifed  with  the  fear  of  death,  that  often- 

*  times  the  fweat  has  dropt  from  me.  One  night 
^  in  particular,  amongfi  many  others,  I  was  in 

*  great  fear  and  diflrefs;  I  got  up,  and  eamcftly 
grayed  to  the  Lord  to  remove  my  fears,  and  to 


I 

<  neveai  haxifcirtoinei  ^nid^  if  he  luui  aajrtBeri^f 
'  for  me^  to  Ihew  memfiDcy.    TJbe.  i^ofikheani 

<  me  m  this  timeofl  tfoubi^  ftDcLdebvcufod  me,  fi> 

<  that  niji  fouli  usa$.  mpltod  uodor-  a  feeiing  &nfe 
^  of  hU^.  goodofife^  and  this  ftriptaDe  came  with 
^  power^  ^^  The  ifanfoined  of  the  lord  Anil  .nDturn 
f  and  come.  to.  Zion  ^libhi  foogs^  and.  eTerlaAiJtg 
^  joy  upoD  their  beado);  tbey^  fliall  obtain  joy  and 
^  ^jbdoefsi  aod  (broow  aad  iigbiog  fliall  ffee  asiray/^ 
^^ii^ioimedittely  after  thi^verfein  Hart'^  faypatis 
'  «t^  upoa  my  tniodi 

'  im  lay  roc  dov^n  and  fweetly  deep, 
'  For  I  have  pe^ce  with  God ; 
'  And  when  I  wake  He  fliall  mt  keep^ 
^  Thro*  faitb  in  Jefu*s  Mood; 


I  did  lay  me  down  in^peace;  and  when  I- awoke 
the  Lord  kept  me  by  faith  in  his  blood ;  he  has 
kept  me  to  this  d(iy«  and  I  now  have  peace* 
Wtien  L  was  at  Matlock  my  feelingrwere  very 
difierent  at  times ;  I  was  taken  very  ill  on  Wed* 
nefday,  and  from  then;  ti}l.  Sunday  I  felt  very 
dead  in  my  foul,  and  .dark  refpec^iag  my  eternal 
date;  which  brought  me  to.cry  mightily  to  God. 
I  may  fay  the  I/ord  for  a  fmall  moment  forfakes^ 
and  in  a  little  wrath  hideth  his  face,  but  with 
everlafting  kindne(s  t^e  hath  mercy  on  me.  I 
]%ad  Mr*  Huntington's  ''  Kingdom  of  Heaven 
taken  by  Prayer,*'  and  often  wept  while  reading 
it  was  fo  fuitaUc  to  my  feelings^  and  fo  blefled 
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tor  iiifrfbul  whttst* labkfog  m^itj  Oit'Smidaf 
Irtfeittidnnyfelf  ta^lmppp,  atti  my€auitfy  atrited 
lifidet  the/eoddncfii  of  the^  Lordi  tba<  I  kiidfi^. 
wbolhert  Mived*  or.  dieAl*  I  <  w^^-*  tkei  Iord%.  I 
piraifcd  Iris  t  Tsxmt,  ;anDld  .fell  more  thBtt  I  anr  abl6 
to;  exprofa^  O^ .  if  I  oOuM  ^bat  mA^i  tiia  pra£sfl^ 
iDgf^smrld  Ibov  wbst  I  fte)^  they  woiddc never 
fp^h  BJgtaaSt  Mr.  HcmtlngtaD^  nor  his  nXtgian; 
mnj  tame.  O^  how*  ihooid'  I-  life  to  fee'  hktl 
ODce :  more  in  the^  ilefly  H   Being  toM  thftt  her 

time  would  be  but  ikort  ben^,  ibtifaid  ^  Ikno^ 
it  Will  not^bot  I  am  the  beft  off  of  yoii  all. 

^  The  righteous  periiheth^  and  no  man^  layeth  it 
to  heart*;  and  merciful  men  are  tkk^n  away; 
none  confidering  that  the  righteous  is  taken 
aweay  from '  the  evil  to  come."  I  have  rejoicing 
in myfelf,  and  it  is  what  (feel  that  fupp6rti  me; 
and  the  comfort  which  X  enjoy  fprings  from  my 
confidence  in  God.  At  times  I  feel  morb  than 
i  can  utter;  and  then  I  think  to  myfelf^  O  what 
ihall  1  enjoy  asfoon  as  I  am  gone^!  *'  Eye  bath 
not  feen»  nor  ear  beard,  nor  hath  it 'entered  the 
heart  of  man  tdconoeive»  what  God  hath  pre- 
pared for  them  that  lore  him;  bdt  it  i& repealed 
unto^us  by  his  Spirit:**  and  I  look'  upoii  it  thai 
it 'will  be  tbefiime  as'  I  now  feel^  only  I  fbal! 
havefuch  an  abundant  inct^elife.  ^'  P^ToW^abideth 
(kith,  <b6pe>  add  charity;  but  the  greattfft' of 
tbcfc  is  cbfttity.V  The  love  whicb  I  ftc!  Will 
abide  for  ever, ,  atid  be '  increafed/     B.  C.  faid 
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to  her,  ^^  We  ktiov  but  in  |itiH[«!aod  pitopllefyift 
^pirt;^'  ahd  tlien  Ae  fpbliebD^  Jajring^  ^^  whed 
^  that  iifhich  ii  perfect  ii  coibe^'^en  that  which 
'  is  ill  part  Ihall  be  done  awajr.  Now  we  fe6 
^through  a  glafs  darkly,  but  then:  fact  to  face. 

<  Nto^w  1  kno^  m  part,  but  theii  aball  I  kno^r 
f  even  as  alfe  I  aiti  lUiown,  andbe  fiUid'\i^ith.all  th^ 
^  BAntb  of  God  I  find  mahy  interhiptions  hene{ 
f  add'  when  I  have  fach  enjojrqients,  tiiere  are 
^  inany  things  whidi  I  wifli  to  leave  behind,  and 
'  be  gone.  The  end  of  the  perfect  mad  is  peace; 
f  In:  Cbrlft  the  weary  and  heavy  laden  find  ceft 

<  fdr  thiir  foula;  and  I  fhallfoon  be  gone,  ahd.l36 
«  for  ever  lit  reft;  I  faid  to  htXi  ^  Unto  them  that 
f  look  for  him  ihall  he  appear  the  fec<xid  time 
^  ¥^iChOi|t  fin  Unto  falvation,  tod  they  which  ilcep 
f  in  Jefus  will  God  bring  with  him.'  Afierwards 
ihe  converfed  with  all  J>reient  for  fome  time^  and 
then  iaid,  *  O  the  power  of  unbelief!  how  haa 
^  Satan  filled  my  mindoflentimte  with  doubts  and 

fears!  I  have  looked  forward  to  death  many 
times  with  terror,  feariiiig  I  fiionld  be  left  at  laft. 
But  it  is  not  fo;  blefied  be  the  Lord  forever, 
be  has  far  exceeded  my  expectations ;  I  thank 
htm  for  his  goodnefs  and  mercy  to  me,  and 
hope  it  may  be  for  the  comfort  and  encourage*^ 
metit  f^f  thofe  that  are  left  behiAd^  who  may  be 
exercifed  with  the  fame  fdars  that  I  hdve  been; 
I  am  a  witnefa  of  bis  faithfulnefs  and  truth,  and 
now  prove  the  reality  of  religion,  and  feel  bid 
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'•8ljrf)t«ll^thikilie^h'M^  bi^  pr^htie  cMhf6rts  me. 
«*Th6ttgh  ftii  fliarp  ^pa&ng  thwugh  the  raltey  of 
^tiVe  A^4(Dl^  ^  d6^»  yet  I  eicperlence  the  fulfil^ 
^m&nt  of  Ms  promife^ "  I  will  ttevcr  leave  thee' 
^  ta6r  forfakc  thee."  On  the  Friday  preceding 
hSr  Atielth,  the  phyficiah  faid  to  lier,  ^  I  am  gldd 
'16  fee  you  look  fo  conlfortable  to  day.-  She  faid 
e&  himr '  Ye&,  I  am  cotnfoftable,  I  am  vfcry  happy ; 

*  I  Would  rather  die  than  live/  He  replied,  *  I 
**hfever  heard  fuch  a  thing,  I  cannot  bdieve  it/ 
She  anfwered  him  agaitii  *  Why,  Sir,  if  I  would 
^  not  father  die  than  live,  how  could  I  be  com- 

*  foftable  ?'  The  greatest  calmtiefs  and  compofare 
werfe  in  her  coimtenahce,  wliich  teftified  ib  all 
ifrho  faw  her  t?bit  flie  W^$  l^appy  in  heart.  The 
Ldid  iiiidinCed  her  head  with  oili  and  his  name 
Ivas  ikB  oibtthent  poUrcd  JFdrth;  the  hdiife  was 
filkd  with  •Qie  odonr  thereof,  for  a  fweet  Ikvoar 
ieetned  to  reft  upon  all-around  her.  The  day 
befo^  hfer  departuite'Inever  left  her  for  niarty 
iqitluted  together;  Jhe  ftveral  limtes  fpake  IWeetly 
fo  me  of  the  gobdnefs  ofihc  Lord  I  readfeve^ai 
of  David's  Pfahns  to  hetj  particularly  iht  107th.' 
She  ^fk)pt  the  thany  times j  and  made  foitie  very 
pretty  ifemferfc»,  -  aftd  faid,  *  "the  language  of  my 
*ftl*wrt  n  wi*h  David,  ^  G  that  meli  Would  praife 

*  ffce  L6rd  for  hfe  goodneft,  and  for  his  wonder- 
^Hful  work*  ko  thfe  children  of  men  r  She  fpoke 
upon  the  laft  verfe,  «*  Whofo  is  wife,  and  will 


^ 
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*thc  lari^gltipdafft  of  the  il-or4;**  wdrtlwi 
ifffa^tippfd  how.  of^n  (he  liadrbpen  cprpfpitpd  }n 
»!WJing)^c  EpHlle  of  J^qacs,  particuWy  the  lufl 
c|V?ptcr,  fjpcjajcing  of  the  pr^cr  of  a  iaghteQ«$ 
iDi^n  avfuling  much  ifv^ith^God.    The  laft  •  thing 
ilfcva^cd  of  xpc  wfs,  to  look  her  the  chapter 
where  ;it  is  faid,  ^'Tbefe  all. died  in  faith/'  &q. 
I  fead  it  tojier;  apfl  while  I  ftqod  by  bertj^Ilcing 
ifpon  the  wprd^i  *'  ThcfQ  f^l  filed  ia  faith»^'  ihe  be- 
came iDuqh  worfe ip body,: and afterwprdsfaid  but 
Ifttle.  .Opcjmprning  when.^..C«  andmyfelf  were  in 
Qpay^rfatipn  with  her,  our  friend  Mr.  Lockwood 
caipe  in,  apd  after  fla^iog  a  little  while  to  he»r 
her.fpcaky  he^faid,  ^  I  am  glad  to  hear  your  con- 
^  v^iation,  aqd  to  ii6d  you  fo  comfortable/   Sh^ 
replied,  ^  Yes,  Mr«  Lockwopd,  I  aip  very  .h^ppy** 
He  laid  to  hpr,  ^  If  a  lively  countenaiv^e.is  jir  true 
^  in4ex  of. the  heart,  you  are4)dppy  indeed.*    On 
his  departure  he  faid,  ^  Farewell;  and,  if  I  never 
^  fee  .you  again  in  this  world,  I  hope  to  fi;>llow 
'  you.toik  better/    She  faid,  ^  Yes,  I  believe  you 
^  will,  and  many  othenrwho  have^en  to  fee  me 
'  during  ptiy  illnefs/    When  B*  C.  faid  to  her, 
**  B)efled  ^are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord  /roQi 
'  henceforth,*"  iheanfwercd,  ^*  Yea,  laith  the  ^wii^ 
<  that  th<;y  may  reft  /cpqi. their  labo^rf,  apd  tbe^r 
^  .woi;k8  do  follow  them/'    The  hymn  which  ^e 
ehofe  to  be  fung  at  |^er  iune^  13  '^  pgge  IfiQ  pi 
Mr.  Hart's. 


i 
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She  is  Qpw  ^(one  to  join  the  fpkitfiof -jufi  men 
made  perFe^t  <^  Precioas  in  the  fight  of  the  txnd 
is  the  death  of  his  faints.**  tier  fpirit  is  returned 
to  God  who  gave  it  With  feveral  other  friendsi^ 
I  followed  her  remains  to  the  ground  on  Sunday 
XslA,  where  her  ilefh  reils  in  fure  and  certain  hope 
of  the  refnneAion  to  everlafting  life.  I  myfelf, 
with  many  others,  hope  to  fee  you  at  ]Jeioe9:er 
foon^andil  ifhall  be  very  glad  to  receive  aline 
fi*om  you. 

God  Almighty  blefs  my  dear  friend,  and  crowa 
l^is  labours  more  and  more ;  and  that  he  may  be 
kmg  continued  upon  the  earth  for  the  Cb<ircii*« 
fake,  is  the  hearty  prayer  of  him  who  ftd^cribof 
himfelf^  in  the  beft  of  all  bonds. 


Tours  very  affedlionatcly, 


k  '  . 


Joseph  CHAafBMf.A.iir^ 


«  « 
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TO  mi.  CttAMMtlUtN, 

LEICESTER. 

(  ■ 

f 

My'  dear  Son  in  the  faith  of  our  common  Lord,  grace 
and  peace  be  with  thee  through  Him. 

:1  SET  off  ho  go  into  Kent  on  the  4th 
^f  of  tkis  months  and  did  not  return  till  yefier^' 
4a}tj  ^th^.lSth:  of  courfe  I  fa>^  beither.  of  your 
letters  until  I  came  home.  The  firft  i  opened 
inmtioiled  ;yOur  iiA.er*ft  departure,  which  was  ho 
m<>re  than  what  I  expe^ed,  aad  jet  it  was  tecy. 
a/ft^iogt  Mid  fo  it  was  td  all  in  toy  houfe^  wha 
lieard  the  letters  read»  But  I  muft  fell  ypa^  thM 
the  uniStion  that  apbiotcid.  her  to  her  bufial  i^read. 
its  odour  far  from  Leicefter;  for  Mr.  B.Cort  having 
mentioned,  that  your  iifier's .  faappinefs  had  pro- 
voked fome  to  jealoufy,  and  that  T.  Barfton  was 
gOQQ  .off  in  thofe  flames  to  Grantham,  upon 
reading  thereof  thefe  words  came  into  my  mind, 
^^  But  he  anfwered  one  of  them,  and  faid,  Friesd^ 
I  do  thee  no  wrong:  didft  thou  not  agree  witli 
me  for  a  penny  ?"  Matt.  xx.  1 3. 

From  that  time  the  parable  of  the  labourers  in 
the  vineyard  hung  upon  my  mind;  and  although 
I  was  (as  I  thought)  fumifhed  with  a  meflage  for 
the  Lord's  day  at  Cranbrook,  yet  this  continuing 
to  open  more  and  moi^  to  my  view,  my  other 
text  withdrew  into  the  back  ground,  vaniihed, 
and  went  out  of  light,  and  left  the  above  paffage 
«ppermoft  upon  my  mind,  neareft  to  my  heart. 


(    75    ) 

aAd  ibmliig  brigfatbr  and  lighter  vtp&A  my  ilft- 
dtrftcuiding;  fo  that  t  (j^oke  from  it  tbv  the  firft 
iitnt  at  Crahbrook ;  and  I  think  I  was  right  in  <b 
tbing,  for  his  pusfence  was  with  me ;  and  I  believe 
that  I  was  little  le&  than  three  hcmrs  in  the  pnU 
pit;  andj  finding  my  craife  not  empty,  in  the 
afternoon  I  took  it  again,  and  was  in  my  pulpit 
full  two  hours  more.  I  ihall  fay  no  more  upon 
this  fubject>  as  many  of  the  brethren  at  Cranbrook 
wiih  me  to  print  the  difcourfes;  and,  if  God  per- 
tnit)  and  enable  me,  I  intend  to  comply  with 
their  requeft. 

•  My  dear  friend  is  not  ignorant  of  the  poor  maa 
who  was  the  means  of  building  that  place,  and 
of  the  diihial  end  he  made ;  and  yet  you  yourfclfi 
and  your  dear  departed  lifter  alfo,  were  both  be** 
gotten  to  a  lively  hope,  and  received  the  firft  livtft 
coal  of  eternal  love  in  that  place;  not*  have  I  a 
fingle  doubt,  but  it  will  be  fatd  when  the  Lord 
writeth  up  the  people,  that  Jofeph  and  Mary 
ClAmberlain  were  born  there,  (Pfalm  Ixxxvii. 
5.  6.)     God  will  work,  and  who  ihall  let  it? 

The  contents  of  yours  filled  me  with  grief 
mingled  with  joy;  I  was  joyful  at  feeing  the 
divine  dexterity  (he  manifefted  in  carrying  on  the 
thread  of  difcourfe,  and  adding  her  coufiftent 
Knks  to  the  golden  chain,  upon  every  hint  drop- 
ped ;  whfch  lliewed  how  richly  the  word  of  God 
dwelt  in  her,  in  alt  knowledge,  in  all  utterance, 
and  fpirituil  undcrftanding.  Out  of  the  mbuth  of 
4)abeii  and  iiktklings  God  ordains  fitetiglb^  to 
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ptitihSt.  praife^  beodufe:  of  hisr  etiemieaj^  tbtt;  h# 
jmy  ftill  the  enemy  dndi  the  avenger;  for  wben 
the  Spirit  bears  his  teftimony  Satan  is  put  to 
iilence,  being  rebuked  by  the  finner's  Advocate 
when  the  brand  is  plucked  from  the  fire.  The 
nnniAry  of  the  Spirit  is  not  ceafed;  the  go^l  it 
fiili  the  power  of  God  to  falvation. 

My  dear  fon  has  feen  in  bis  fiAer^  even  whci| 
the  outward  man  was  half  deadj  the  life^  thB 
vigour^  the  vivacity,  activity^  and  fpirituality  of 
the  hidden  man  of  the  heart;  how  agile,  how 
angelic,  even  when  on  the  verge  of  eternity;  but 
the  foul  feels  the  rays  and  joys  of  eternal  day. 
And,  if  the  incorruptible  feed  feems  fo  pregnant 
witf>  heavenly  treafure  and  divine  fulneis  when 
only  drawing  near  to  perfe<£Uon,  and  while  it  is 
unclothed  with  the  body  of  death,  what  muft  it 
b^  and  what  muft  it  fepl,  when  the  ihronds^ 
hoodi!^  and  vails,  are  put  off  for  good  and  all  I 
The  Holy  Spirit  and  his  train  of  grace ;  the  hea<* 
vcnly  light  and  life,  which  are  the  quintellenee  of 
faith ^  and  g\ory,  which  is  the  foul  of  hope;  and 
the.  divine  power,  which  has  been  our  fupport  in 
much  patience ;  and  love,  which  is  our  holinefs ; 
and  joy,  which  is  the  flame  of  love's  fire ;  and 
peace>  which  is  the  calm  of  heaven,  and  which  is 
now  the  end  of  all  war,  and  will  be  in  future  the 
end  of  all  trpuble;  and  refl«  which  ii  the  labour- 
ing man*s  home,  his  bed^  hisparadife;  and  the 
bed  robe,  ,Zjon*s  bridal  attire  i  and  a  fulnefs  of 
Gpd^  of  .the^  knowledge  of  .Qod^  and  of  the  eojoy^* 
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iBcnt  of  Htm;  which  pruts  an  end  to  the  craving 
mppetits;  fo  a6  there  will  be  no  more  longings 
d0firitig>  hungering,  nor  thirfling;  andofcourfe 
no  morc^  begging)  forrowing,  nor  crying.  The 
fruits  of  the  Spirit  are  the  believer's  fecret  treafure^ 
the  good  and  perfedl  gifts  from  the  Father  of 
lights^  the  ificorrnptible  feed  of  the  fecond  Adam^ 
the  Ueffingsof  the  better  covenant^  the  empire  of 
all-conquering  graoe,  and  the  kingdom  of  God  in 
obicurity.  All  this  treafure  your  &&&:  took  with 
faeri  (he  left  nothing  but  the  body,  coniifttng  of 
eafthand  water;  and  when  the  foul  departed  froni 
that)  then  the  blood  chilled^  and  the  whole  infer* 
nal  crop  of  luft  and  corruption  that  moment  diedj 
and:  every  evil  thought  of  it,  and  evil  thought 
from  it,  in  that  very  day  perifhed;  you  heard  the 
Holy  Spirit  fpeak  by  her,  you  felt  the  force  and 
imelt  the  fweet  favour  of  celeftial  eloquence, 
which  is  the  language  of  paradife ;  every  gfaee 
had  a  Toice,  but  aflurance  and  love  were  the 
chief  fpeakers. 

All  the  powers  of  the  foul,  regenerated  and 
renewed,  proclaimed  their  happy  flate,  bleiied 
readinefs,  and  undoubted  expectation.  The  will 
in  fweet  refignation ;  the  bufy  mind  lively  and  hea* 
venly;  the  underfiandingfweetly  illuminated;  the 
judgment  clear,  found,  and  at  a  certainty;  the 
conicienco  placed  ferene  and  at  reft;  the  af&c^ 
^tions  glowing  and  flaming  with  the  hallowed  lire 
from  the  altar  of  burnt  oflnsring;  while  the  minis* 
tering  angels  fiood  liftening>  and  learning  from 
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the  faints  the  knanifold  wifd6m  of  God;  (Epiu 
ill  10.)  and  they  watch  and  wait  on  the  Ho]y 
Spirit,  and  oa  his  pofieffioQ,  to  carry  the  foul 
into  the  bleiTed  enjoyment  of  Qod^s  eternal  love^ 
which  is  the  bofom  of  Abraham,  and  of  all  bis 
foed«  Thus  departs  the  heaven-bom  foul,  enrobed 
with  it*s  wedding  gansent,  decked  and  adorned 
with  every  needful  grace;  fumiihed  with  all  ef« 
fontial  truth,  anointed  with  the  oil  of  joy,  and 
perfumed  with  the  odour  of  the  grand  oblation : 
this  is  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  this  is  the 
bride  adorned  for  her  huiband. 

* 

Now,  if  my  dear  fon  conliders  thefe  few  fcraps 
that  I  have  written,  the  foul  departed  in  it^ 
regenerate  and  renewed  ilate,  and  with  all  the 
divine  endowments  of  its  mental  powers;  the 
Wf  dding  robe  of  the  Saviour  on  it,  and  the  Holy  , 
Spirit  and  his  work  in  it;  the  canopy  of  atoning 
blood  ov^r  it,  and  every  grace  in  vigour  and 
lively  exercife,  reigning  through  righteoufneis  to 
eternal  life,  and  juft  ready  to  blaze  forth  in  eter-< 
Dal  glory ;  there  is  little  room  left  for  grief.  Your 
flfter  c^n  laugh,  think,  talk,  (ing,  rejoice,  exult, 
4md  triumph  even  now,  better  than  ever  fhe  could. 
Mofes  on  the  mount  of  transfiguration  could  talk 
though  without  a  body,  as  well  as  Elijah  who  had 
one,  so  that  Peter  and  John  could  hear  thetu  and 
undcrfland  them  too,  (Luke  ix.  31?)  for  "they 
fpake  of  his  deceafe  which  he  ihonld  accomplifii* 
at  Jerofalem.'*  We  (hall  be  as  the  angels;  fqp, 
tlK)ugh  they  are  fpirits,  yet  they  talk  md  iiag 
oo,  Luke  ii.  1 3. 
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¥oui;  tter*8  remfnis  are  (Mil  with  w,  and  it 
is  but  it  imall  part  that  flie  has  left  behind;  and 
it  is  the  will  oi^  God  that  no  part  of  his  faints^ 
which  are  the  woi  k  of  God*8  own  hands,  (bould 
be  lofl;  no,  there  (hall  not  an  hair  of  their  bead 
perifhf  for  tbe^  are  att  numbered.  Sin,  wbioh 
is  the  work  of  the  dnvil,  Ikall  be  deAroyod,\  for 
Chrift  was  manifeft  in  the  flefli  to  do  thisi  But 
as  for  the  body,,  that  is  left  to  reft  in  hope  ttti 
the  angel's  trumpi,  and  the  voice  of  the  Son  of 
God  (hall  awaken  it;  tbea  it  (ball  be  quickened^ 
and  be  brought  up  again  from  the  depths  of  tha 
cartb,  Pialm  Ixxi.  80.  The  fame  Spirit  that  com* 
forted  her  at  her  dcfiarture,  (hall  quicken  her 
mortal  body,  and  change  it,  and  (a(hion  it  lifet 
uiUo  the  glorious  body  of  Chrift,  and  as  fucb  re* 
unite  it  to  tha  departed  foul:  to  that  Chrift  iv^ 
lofe  no  part  of  his  purdiafed  poiTeflion.  Thb 
Loid  is  appended  '*£ir  above  all  heavens,  that  ho 
might  fill  all  things,**  ]^ph«  iv.  1 0.  Grace  is  0ttr 
treafure,  but  in  this  life  there  is  not  one  grace 
k  tlmt  has  a  perfeA  fulnefs  in  it;  there  is  a  defU 

ciency,  a  fometbing  wanting  in* every  one;  and 
hence  proceed  our  hungerings  and  thirftings  after 
more  light,  more  Ufe,  mpre  knowledge,  more  love, 
more  joy,  &c;  for  none  of  thefe  in  our  piefent 
ftate  are  full ;  but  *^  the  pure  in  heart  (hall  fee  0od*'^ 
This  will  b^the  beatifio  vi(ion,  and  it  will  be  an 
adtmilating  and  transforming  of  ps  into  the  image 
of  the  fecond  Adam;  and  then  we  (htfll  cdnfelj^ 
that  th&  following,  as  well  as  every  other  truth, 
'is  fettled  in  heaven.      "  I  le^d  in  the  way  -of 
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rig^atufiieft,  Jthal^I  nufrcatife  tbole^Moi^  roe 
tbjipberit  fubft&noe;  aod^IiorilHU  their  tr^oresi*^ 
ProVi viii; St^Si;  And diiieveiy^klaven^bDrfi fodl 
feels,  wb^ch^dnifkes  \if  cQHife  witte  j6y^  for  Gq^ 
ihi9i$iTt{p\atdi^  upcm:it/  whfdd'is^^  tbjd.I^lit 
;af;ther  Igaowledge  of  tb«  glw%  of  4$qiil  ift  the  /i^ce 
of.lefcft  ChriiV;*  ia.Ccy.  ivirtfc'  Uflibedcttided 
%bt,  jiaehangcah^love^  and "the  r  ful&dB'  of-  j6y 
'  |Q .  their:  pcrfedion,  ait:  peicnliar^to  the  hig^ef 
W^'  HQ^0e»  when  theToui^is  ii#|^e<i  witti? 
0od'8:liniiiQg  prefericdatdte  d^w«lft  it  A#ug. 
g]^  .to  quit  the  body  of  death,  and  the  ob^urin^ 
Tifiil  of  ignoraneeyr  dreading  the  difinal  gldom;^ 
and  the  returning  works  af^l  warriligs  of  inbred 
^^fi^tiocL  And,,  if  our  graces  of  love,  Tiopey 
an^  joyi  even  iti  this  Ufe,  are  admitted  Within  the 
!||lil^%^lieed  not Afcdfider  at  their  fuperabkiindu::^ 
]j|49r^and  vigour,  when|>n.  the  vei^  'of  J}idr  na*. 
tlvecouotry^  and  whepjvtimafed  with4b&  glbnea 
eTtheir  own  climate.    \     '  *  •     •.      ^» 

My  dear  fiiendg  Hdiett  1  The  goorf  Lord  ftir-r 
nij^  thee  with  ,patie^  and  fubmjifiott  to  hisr 
fovereign*  will  Andt  fi^Mc  in  this  ii||p4q[tiori. 
A^d  I  do  Jtnoft  iincerel j^  t^cfe,  pmife,  ttBd  adore' 
my  tnoft  benign,  rcve«en^aijd*rovercd^athcr  in- 
(^briAt  fot  his  great  condefeenfion  5A*w^i'?S^fe 
l|f  fd>ipean  and  fo  dci^ifcabll:  tin  ixiAntmc^t  as 
myfolf'^^e  an  ambaifaci^  of  falvatiofxandpeace^' 

h  to  her  and.to^  you.  To  Qod  only  wife  ^ 
1(1  tl^e  cfeureh  by  thrift  Jchip  throughout 
Sla^«,  ^vqjrl*  Wh^Lit^nd,  Amen  and  A^en. 


*ti'}f 


T.  Benslii^yTf  later. 
Bolt  OcMirt,  Fleet  Stf6«^  t^d#fi.  j 
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LOVE  OF  CHRIST,  kc. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hontington^ 

Leicester,  May  1st,  1810. 

Mt  D2ARLT  BELOVED  FRIEK0, 


Agreeably  tp  your  requeft  I  fend  you  fomc 
little  account  of  the  way  in  which  it  hath  pleafed 
the  IfOrd  to  lead  me,  to  bring  me  to  know  him^ 
the  only  true  God,  and  Jefus  Chrift  whom  he 
hath  fent.    This  is  the  true  God  and  eternal 


tife. 


l^  i  I  was  about  aine  or  ten  years  of  age  when  I 
Reived  the  UtA  impreffions  in  my  mind  about 
futurity.  I  was  conrinced  that  I  daily  finned 
iigainft  God ;  and  sin  I  knew  would  be  puniihed 
in  another  world.  This  wrought  fo  upon  me, 
that  I  foreboded  nothing  but  mifery,  and  was 
^ntinually  pondering  over  this  my  wretched 
0ate.  The  thoughts  of  dying  filled  me  with  fla- 
yiih  and  tormenting  fear  all  the  day  long,  and 
ony  heart  could  take  no  reft  in  the  night ;  fo  that 
^at  times  ^fleep  had  almoi):  departed  from  me. 
When  I  thought  of  heaven  I  could  not  conceive 
what  it  could  be,  though  I  believed  it  to  be  a 
place  of  happinefs  appointed  for  thofe  who  were 
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from  all  eternity,  were  "  thonghtd  of  peace  and 
not  of  evil/*  Jcr.  xxix.  1 1.  For,  fincc  it  hath 
pleafed  the  Lord  to  call  roe  by  his  grace,  I  have 
many  times  looked  back  upon  my  paft  life,  and 
have  fecn  how  God's  eye  was  always  oyer  me  for 
good,  and  how  he  has  preferved  me,  while  in  a 
date  of  nature,  from  many  dangers  which  my 
own  fooliihnefs  led  me  into,  as  it  is  written  in 
Jude,  "  Preferved  in  Jcfus  Chrift,  and  called  :** 
twice,  in  particular,  I  ran  myfclf  into  very  great 
danger,  but  my  life  was  preferved,  fo  that  no 
harm  happened  unto  me ;  ^*  Seeing  his  days  are 
determined,  the  number  of  his  months  fire  with 
thee ;  thou  haft  appointed  his  bounds,  fo  that 
he  cannot  pafs/*  Job  xiv.  5.  I  generally  arofe 
very  early  in  the  morning,  as  my  bufinefs  was 
to  fetch  up  the  cows,  to  affift  in  milking,  and 
then  to  take  them  into  the  field  again.  As  foon 
as  I  awoke  in  the  morning  I  began  thinking  of 
my  finful  ftate,  till  I  have  been  fo  miferable  that 
I  envied  the  happinefs  of  every  creature  I  faw, 
becaufe  every  one  appeared  to  be  more  comfort- 
able than  myfclf:  I  wilhed  that  there  was  no 
hereafter,  or  that  I  could  fink  into  non-exiftcncc ; 
but  I  kept  all  thefe  things  to  myfelf,  and  had 
therefore  no  way  of  being  eafed  but  by  weeping, 
which  I  frec^uently  did  when  alone  in  the  fields 
or  other  places ;  and,  that  none  might  perceive  the 
trouble  I  was  in,  as  foon  as  I  got  to  any  water  I 
wafhed  my  face,  and  put  on  as  cheerful  a  look 
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4a  I  could^  being  afraid  to  acquaint  any  one  of  < 
this  my  deplorable  ftate  of  mind.  After  meeting 
the  dog,  as  before  ftated^  I  went  in  continual  fear, 
coniidering  it  as  a  bad  omen  ;  and  I  often  fecretLy 
wiihed  that  God  would  ihew  me  fome  tolcen  for 
good^  which  (bleiled  be  his  name)  a  little  time 
after  he  condefcended  to  do^  as  will  be  ihewn  in 
the  fcquel. 

About  this  time  an  aunt  of  mine  called  at  my 
father's,  and  faid  that  fhe  had  brought  four  nuts, 
that  were  of  a  very  particular  fort,  which  Ihe 
wifhed  us  children  to  fet,  and  gave  to  each  of  us 
one.  I  immediately  began  to  think  that  God  had 
all  power;  and«  although  we  might  fet  the  nuts, 
yet,  unlcfs  it  was  his  will,  they  could,  not  grow, 
as  all  vegetation  was  from  hicn.  One  day,  being 
all  at  home  together,  we  agreed  to  go  into  the 
garden,  and  each  put  their  own  nut  in  the 
ground ;  and,  that  there  might^be  no  mij(Vake  af- 
towards,  we  put  a  flick  at  eadi  place,  differing 
in  lize,  according  to  our  age.  After  we  had  done 
I  retired  to  a  place  by  m}  felf,  and  ipy  thoughts 
were  as  follows ;  *^  Now,  if  it  ibould  pleafe  God 
to  grant  that  my  nut  ihould  grow,  and  the  others 
ihould  not,  it  ihall  be  a  fign  betwixt  me  and 
God,  that  I  ihall  not  come  to  an  untimely  end  in 
this  world,  nor  go  to  that  place  of  mifery  I  fo 
much  4read  in  the  world  to  come ;  but,  if  my 
nut  ihould  periih  in  the  earth,  and  the  other 
Xhvefi  grow,  itiball-be  a  fure  x»ar)(.  againit  me. 
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that  all  which  I  fear  fhall  come  to  pafsj  and  mf 
doom  be  inevitably  fixed  in  this  life^  and  in  that 
which  is  to  come/'  I  waited  with  great  anxiety 
to  fee  the  refult  of  this  matter^  becaufe,  according 
to  my  view,  the  fate  of  this  nut  was  to  decide  my 
own.  I  frequently  went  to  fee  if  there  was  any 
appearance  of  it  above  ground^  my  mind  being 
often  very  much  agitated  about  it.  After  waiting 
for  a  long  time,  I  one  day  went,  with  my  lifier 
and  two  brothers^  to  look  at  the  nuts  again.  At 
the  place  where  the  firft  was  fet  there  was  no  ap» 
pearance  of  it>  nor  of  the  fecond  was  there  any 
thing  to  be  feen :  when  we  came  to  the  third, 
which  was  my  own,  it  had  fprung  nearly  two 
inches  above  the  earth  ;  we  then  looked  for  the 
fourth,  of  which  however  there  was  nothing  to  be 
feen :  fo  that  none  of  them  grew  to  a  tree  but 
mine ;  and,  although  it  is  now  more  than  eighteen 
years  ago^  I  well  remeniber  the  feelings  I  had  at 
the  time ;  for,  though  I  knew  nothing  of  God, 
nor  could  form  any  right  conceptions  of  him,  yet 
my  heart  was  filled  with  gratitude  for  his  good* 
nefs,  and  I  many  times  wept  with  joy,  and  fell 
upon  my  knees  to  thank  him,  and  blefied  and 
praifed  his  holy  name.  I  have  fince  paid  many 
a  vifit  to  this  tree,  and  whilft  ftandlng  by  it  have 
been  led  to  look  back  to  fo  memorable  a  circum- 
fiance,  and  have  frequently  thought  upon  it  un- 
til my  foul  has  been  melted  within  me,  admiring 
the  condefcenfion  and  gceat  goodnefs  of  God  to 
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his  children  in  fach  matters.  I  was  for  fome 
time  afterwards  more  fatisfied^  my  ipind  being 
greatly  alleviated  by  this  circumftance;  and 
whenever  I  lodged  at  the  tree  I  felt  much 
quietude,  as  I  confidered  it  a  token  for  good. 

But  it  was  not  long  before  I  got  back  again 
to  my  old  place,  and  felt  as  uneafy  and  miferable 
as  ever,  for  my  mind  was  in  continual  agitation 
about  what  would  become  of  me  in  another  world ; 
fo  that  what  I  felt  within  embittered  all  things 
which  were  without,  and  cajjfed  me  many  times 
to  ligh,  and  wifli  I  had  never  been  bom.  And, 
although  at  this  time  1  did  not  know  that  there 
was  fuch  a  thing  as  extempore  prayer,  yet  at 
times,  when  I  felt  forely  diftrefied,  I  have  kneeled 
down  and  uttered  a  few  ezpreffions,  as  defcrip- 
live  of  my  feelings  as  I  could ;  and  I  have  fome- 
times  felt  eafier  in  my  mind,  though  I  knew  no- 
thing about  God ;  for,  if  ever  I  attempted  to 
think  of  him,  I  was  immediately  confufed,  and 
loil  in  wonder ;  for  I  could  not  conceive  what  a 
being  he  was,  but  I  felt  that  which  filled  me  with 
flaviih  and  tormenting  fear ;  and,  when  I  could 
not  think  of  words  to  exprefs  my  feelings,  which 
was  frequently  the  cafe,  I  have  many  times  wept 
bitterly,  and  thought,  if  the  Lord  would  but  for- 
give me,  I  would  ftrive  to  do  better  in  future ; 
but|  whenever  I  formed  fuch  refolutions,  they 
were  no  fooner  made  than  broken ;  fo  that,  in^ 
(lead of  getting  better,.!  washed  wprfej  for  what 
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can  free-will  do^  when  tiie  finner  ifi  taken  edptivd 
by  the  devil  at  his  will,  and  this  ^i^rong  man 
armed  keeps  the  palace^  till  Chrift,  who  » 
AroDger  than  himfelf^  conies  and  cads  him  out? 
But,  as  I  grev  up  in  life,  I  was  determine  \& 
poifiblej  to  pot  away  tliefe  gloomy  thoughts,  and 
to  take  plealure  in  the  things  of  this  life,  and  en^ 
joy  myfelf  as  oth^  people  did*  for  I  thought 
that  no  one  was  like  me  \  and  in  a  great  meafure 
I  accompliifaed  my  purpofe,  eagerly  pur^ng 
after  every  vanity  tlpt  my  mind  led  me  to,  and 
which  came  in  my  way,  as  &r  as  my  capacity 
enabled  me.  Yet,  amidft  it  all^  I  oftentimes  was 
rery  unhappy,  for  I  could  not  keep  confcienot 
quiet  s  and  frequently  I  felt  very  great  remorfe, 
though  unwilling  to  come  to  books,  and  flriving 
hard  to  put  oiF  the  evil  day.  I  frequently  de^ 
declared  my  refolution  not  to  have  any  thing  to 
do  with  religion  until  I  was  adfanced  in  years, 
faying  I  would  then  attend  to  it;  and  it  is  an  un« 
fpeakable  mercy  that  God  did  not  give  me  up 
to  my  p&rverfe  will  aiid  a  reprobate  mind,  Rom« 
i.  28 ;  for,  aft  I  fet  at  nought  all  his  counfel,  and 
would  none  of  his  reproof,  be  might  juftly  have 
laughed  at  my  calamity,  and  mocked  when  my 
fear  came,  Prov.  i.  35,  26.  I  loired  darknefs  ra- 
ther than  light,  becaufe  my  deeds  were  evil»  John 
iii.  20.  But  God  had  mercy  on  me,  and  fubdued 
my  perverfe  will,  Ihcwing  forth  all  long  fufiering, 
and  compiling  me  to  come  in«    '^  Thy  people 
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Aall  he  wiUiiig  in  die  day  of  thy  power/'  Pfalm 
ex.  3.  And  be  gave  me  iirpentanoe  unto  life  % 
^  Son,  go  work  to  day  in  iny  vineyard*  He 
anfwered  and  faid,  I  yill  not ;  bnt  afterward!  re*- 
pented  and  went/'  Matt  xxi.  88,  S9. 

I  was  never  very  daring,  bold,  or  openly  pro«> 
fane,  nor  a  loofe,  wicked  liver^  as  fbrae  are ;  but 
kave  always  been  what  the  wo^  calls  a  steady, 
moral  youth.  Yet  fome  few  things  I  was  very  food 
ofj  and  mueh  charmed  with ,  such  as  plays,  cUnc«- 
ing,  cards,  horie-races,  &c.  Thefe  were  my  de^ 
light,  and  I  puriued  them  with  great  eagemefs ; 
but  from  many  of  tlie  grofiefi  vices  I  was  kept,  for 
to  me  there  always  appeared  fomething  in  them  fp 
Mery  horrid,  that  I  drew  back«  I  had  once  two  or 
Ihree  companions  who  ilrove  hard  to  draw  me 
into  every  impurity,  #and  to  harden  me  in  fin ; 
but  coofcienoe  Ho  accuied  me  at  times  that  I  could 
not  get  0D>  lor  4heir  evil  practices  were  of  the 
bafer  fort,  aisd  their  condu6l  fo  vile,  that  I  could 
not  join  with  them  ;  fo  I  very  foon  left  them  al- 
together; and  it  is  a  gteat  mercy  I  made  my 
efcape,  for,  had  I  continued  with  them,  I  have 
no  dodbt  but  I  Ihould  ipon  have  become  hardened 
tfarotagh  the  deceitfulnefs  of  lin ;  for  childhood 
and  youth  ane  vanity,  and  Paul  fays  that  "  Evil 
communications  corrupt  good  manners,"  1  Cor. 
XV.  S3.  However,  I  went  on  for  fome  years  ia 
this  way,  and  took  as  great  delight  as  I  could  in 
the  things  whjich  I  have  before  mentioned,  en- 
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deayouring  to  make  myfelf  happj  in  them :  in 
this  however  I  failed,  for  a  guilty  confcience  is  a 
worm  that  never  dies,  and  I  could  never  get  from 
that :  oonfcience  followed  i^e  up  clofe,  and  often- 
times, when  what  I  had  been  engaged  in  wai 
over,  I  began  to  reflect  upon  what  I  had  been 
doing,  and  then  felt  very  wretched4  and  I  never 
found  that  fatisfiiftion  which  I  anticipated  before 
hand  in  any  one  vanity  that  I  purfued,  there 
being  always  fomething  deficient.  Then  I  ufed 
to  look  forward  to  fome  expe<Sted  entertainment, 
which  was  to  take  place,  and  charm  myfelf  with 
the  pleafing  idea  of  enjoying  that  pleafure  which 
I  had  not  yet  attained.  But  the  laft,  let  it  be 
whatever  it  might,  like  the  preceding  one,  al« 
ways  failed :  fo  that,  like  all  other  pleafure  takers, 
I  had  nothing  but  one  c<Mitinued  fucceilion  of 
difappointments,  and  could  fiud  no  reft  or  peace ; 
'^The  wicked  are  like  the  troubled  fea,"  and 
God  is  angry  with  them  every  dajr:  '*  There  is 
no  peacc^  faith  the  Lord,  unto  the  wicked,*'  Ifa* 
xlviii.  22.  But  thefe  things  have  been  of  ufe  tame; 
for,  having  paifed  through  them,  by  the  obferv^w 
ations  J  have  made,  I  can  now  clearly  fee  that  it 
is  in  this  way  Satan  keeps  all  his  fubje^Sts  alive, 
and  the  world  in  perpetual  motion  to  this  day; 
for  it  is  he  that  has  filled  it  with  vanities  of 
divers  forts,  fuitable  to  the  depraved  deiires  and 
corrupt  affeftions  of  men  df  every  cafi ;  fo  that, 
let  their  vitiated  appetites  lead  them  to  whatever 
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they  may,  the^have  an  opportunity  of  gratifying 
their  finful  dcfircs*^t  hare  often  confidercd  theft 
thingSj  and  turned  them  over  !n  my  mind ;  and| 
bjUooking^both  into  the  profane  and  proftfliDg 
wid,  I  ckm  the  fcripti^s.  explained ;  many 
are  deceivin|  Uiemfelves  in  a  f^e  profeliion,  and 
others  a^y^iipt  in  continual  monon  by  a  fuccef- 
lion  of  vanities,  which  are  intitided  to  enfnare 
their  fouls ;  **  As  the  fiihes  that  are  taken  in  an 
evil  net,  and  as  the  birds  that  are  caugiit  in  the 
fnare,  fo  are  the  fons  of  men  fnared  in  an  evil 
time/*  Eccl.  ix.  12.  I  have  often  thought  that,  if 
they  who  are  liviiig  in  pleafure  were  deprived  of 
thefe  things,  and  had  nothing  of  that  fort  to  loofc 
forward  to,  they  would  fink  in  their  minds,  and 
go  down  like  a  moth ;  for  by  fuch  things  they 
are  exhilarated  in  their  fpirili,  thekJenfaal  ap- 
petites are  gratified,  their  houfes  arMr  from  fegr, 
and  the  language  of  their  heart .i^...'^ (How  doth 
God  know,  and  is  there  knowledge  "in  the  raoft 
high  ?"  Not  confidering,  that  if  they  fin  the  Lord 
marketh  them,  and  will  not  acqpfit  them  from 
their  iniquity  ;  but,  ^<  becaufe  fentence  againft  an 
evil  work  is  not  executed  fpeedily,  therefore  the 
heart  of  the  fons  of  men  are  fully  fet  in  them  to 
do  evil,'*  Eccl.  viii.  1 1 .  Thefe  profper  in  the  world ; 
but  how  awful  will  be  their  end  if  grace  prevent 
not  ?  ^'  A  brutifli  man  knoweth  not,  neither  doth 
a  fool  underftand  this ;  when  the  wicked  fpring 
fi$  the  grafs,  sind  when  all  the  workers  of  iniquity 
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do  flouriih,  iris  that  tbcy  ihall  1|p  deftroytd  for 
ever/'  Pfalm  xciL  6,  t**    -fJJ* 

I  was  broughtitiff  to^Rtttnxurch  of  £ngUnd| 
and, a  very  ftridi  a(len<Aht  on  her  fervkrt  I  m^{ 

yet  for  many  yc^Jr^g^^i'^^^^'^'^^ipp^^I 
iuiew  not  whatigfind  one^  thing  ^f<fl  to  diibrefa 

me  excQ^nglji^KKich  wa^^il>  «l^^kr  could 
ilay  my  mind  119^  tJ^e  prayers,  fo  as  to  attend 
to  the  fervice  loqg  together ;  and  oftentimes  my 
thoughts  weie^  like  die  fool's  eyes,  wandering  to 
^e  ends  of  the  earth,  aod  would  be  on  the  rooft 
trifling,  foolifli,  vain,  obfcene^  and  wicked  things  1 
Biuch  more  fo  than  ever  they  were  at  any  other 
time :  this  I  could  not  account  for,  bu^^as  very 
much  troubled  about  it^  and  flrove  hard  to  pre- 
vent it  When  I  was  about  fourteen  years  of 
jage  fevemtjjlMy  were  fought  after,  to  fix  me  in 
fqpie  tradcflBut  even  in  this  thing  I  can  fee  that 
jthe  wa^ofSra  is  not  in  himfelf.  Applications 
were  made^ro  difFesent  people ;  but  I  could  vlkA 
accomplifli  my  purpofe.  ^^  God  hath  determined 
the  times  be£d|b  appointed,  and  the  bounds  of  our 
habitation,"  A6ts  xvii.  26.  The  bufinefs  I  am 
fixed  in  was  not  fought  after,  but  I  came  to  it  in 
an  unexpeded  manner :  ''  A  man*s  heart  devifeth 
his  way,  but  the  lord  dixe&eth  his  fleps,*'  Prov, 
xvi.  9.  I  have  many  times  looked  back  as  far  as  I 
can  remember,  and  in  many  things  can  fee  the 
hand  of  God  towards  me  for  good,  and  a  train  of 
concurring  circumftances  in  his  providence^  in 
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which  the  Lgrd  has  led  me  about ;  and  I 
the  intention  of  the  Moft  High  in  them  all  has 
been,  that  I  ihould  be  taught  and  inftrudied 
thoreby.  '^^  Thou  Ihalt  remember  all  the  way  that 
the  Lord  thy  God  hath  led  thee,"  Deut.  viii.  ii 
After  I  had  fefc  home  I  fiill  continued  to  go  to 
church,  yfhfftt  the  preaching  far  exceeded  that 
which  I  had  before  been  accuflsbmed  to  hear.  I 
paid  the  miniiier  very  great  attention ;  and  Often 
refolved,  whilil  I  was  hearing  the  difcourfe,  that 
I  would  in  future  lead  a  different  life*  But  as 
foon  as  the  found  of  the  word  was  out  of  my  ears 
there  was  an  end  to  my  rdigion.  And  for  fome 
years  I  kept  on  in  this  way,  refraining  from  no 
one  vanity  which  I  could  take  pleafure  in,  for  I 
was  determined,  if  poffible,  to  caft  off  all  fear ; 
and  at  times  I  ftrove  to  be  very  courageous :  but 
ftill  what  I  felt  within  oftentimes  overcame  all^ 
and  brought  me  down  very  low.  My  convi<5^ions 
were  very  ftrong  at  times,  and  I  felt  great  remorfe 
of  confcience  for  what  I  had  done,  .which  caufed 
me  to  be  very  gloomy ;  and  I  was  often  much 
dejeAcd  in  my  fpirits  on  account  of  my  fin. 
Thus  I  went  on  for  a  long  time,  finning  and  re- 
penting, repenting  and  finning.  But  what  I  felt 
within  diflreffed  me  moft ;  for  it  appeared  to  me 
to  he,  much  worie  than  any  outward  tranfgreffion 
I  ever  committed,  I  was  fo  filled  with  wicked  and 
abominable  thoughts ;  and,  although  I  had  never 
been  addided  to  profane  fwearing  in  the  worfl  of 


my  days,  yet  now  my  joind  began  to  be  filled 
Vfith  oaths  and  curfes  all  the  day  long ;  though^ 
blefled  be  the  Lord^  I  never  was  permitted  to  ut- 
ter with  my  lips  what  I  felt  working  iu  my  hearti 
yet  fuch  blafpbemous  thoughts  palTed  through 
me,  that  I  was  frequently  a  terror  to  myfelf.  Oh, 
the  many  miferable  days  that  I  havt  had  of  this 
fort  1  •  when  I  attempted  to  pray  or  read,  or  to 
think  of  any  thing  that  was  good,  my  mind  would 
then  be  more  infefted  with  thefe  wicked  thoughts 
than  at  other  feafons^  which  forely  diftreflbd  me. 
But  I  fhall  pafs  over  this  pftrt  for  the  prelent,  as 
I  intend  to  touch  upon  it  again. 

I  was  very  fond  of  the  minifter  I  fat  under, 
and  very  attentive  to  the  things  I  heacd,  for  his 
difcourfes  were  in  general  very  alarming,  as  he 
treated  largely  upon  the  miferies  of  the  wicked  in  ' 
the  world  to  come  :  I  think  I  may  with  propriety 
call  it  the  miniflry  of  death  and  condemnation. 
The  terrors  of  the  law  were  perpetually  preached^ 
and  he  expatiated  much  upon  the  torments  of 
hell ;  all  outward  fin  was  very  much  exclaimed 
againft,  and  holinefs  of  life  ftrongly  enforced: 
this  fcripture  was  frequently  repeated,  "  Without 
holinefs  no  man  ihall  fee  the  £x>rd,**  and  a  num-  . 
ber  of  fcriptures  were  brought  forth  defcriptive 
of  the  miferable  ftate  of  thofe  who  died  in  fin. 
Thefe  difcourfes  wrought  much  upon  me ;  and  at 
the  age  of  fcventeen  I  fet  about  a  reformation  and 
a  thorough  amendment  of  life,  hoping  thereby  t© 
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pleafe  God  :  much  of  what  I  heard  had  a  ten- 
dency to  fet  mc  to  work  in  roy  own  firength,  un- 
der which  I  labouried  for  a  long  time :  but  thig 
bodily  exercife  profited  nothing;  for  minifiers 
telling  poor  helplefs  finners  what  they  ihould  do, 
infiead  of  pointing  them  to  Chrift  Jefus,  from 
whom  alone  help  is  to  be  had,  is  fetting  them  to 
labour  in  vain,  which  I  found  to  my  coft.  t  In- 
d4bd  it  is  fetting  a  doubly  talk  of  bricks  to  be 
made  without  giving  ftraw  for  the  work.  But 
this  legal  way  of  preaching  agreed  with  my  legal 
feelings,  and  I  foon  got  into  a  great  profeiBon ; 
but  all  my  bufinels  lay  in  maklbg  clean  the  out- 
iide,  at  which  I  was  very  diligent^abftaining  from 
all  outward  things,  and  endeavouring  to  break 
off  my  fins  by  righteoufnefs.  To  work  I  went, 
^nd  an  abundance  of  dead  works  were  performed. 
I  fometimes  felt  a  Arong  inclination  after  thofe 
abominations  wherein  I  had  formerly  lived ;  and 
the  difficulty  I  found  in  leaving  off  my  old  prac- 
tices! igngrantly  conceived  to  be  the  warfare  be- 
tween flelh  and  fpirit ;  I  therefore  kept  on  mor- 
tifying the  deeds  of  the  body ;  and  a  moft  valiant 
foldicr  I  flattered  myfelf  1  was ;  for  at  length  I 
gainec^the  victory  fo  far,  that  I  followed  ho  out- 
ward thing  that  could  be  condemned.  And 
hereiji  1  believe  my  condiidl  was  unimpeachable; 
and  in  this  reformation  I  refi:ed,  being  puffed  up 
with  a  vain  mind ;  and,  having  heard  the  liberty 
of  the  gofpel  fometimes  fpoken  of,  but  never  ex** 
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pkined,  being  tt  eafe  in  the  fleih^  I  imagioed  I 
ftocNJ  in  that  liberty;  and  my  vain,  prefunoptuow 
confidence  I  miftook  for  fatth,  and  thought  royfelf 
to  be  a  chriftian  indeed;  and  I  verily  believe 
that  thoufanda  of  profeflbrs  reA  here^  as  I  once 
did.  I  attended  different  prayer  meetings^  read 
the  fcriptures,  and  was  very  attentive  to  every 
part  of  religious  worlhip  as  far  as  I  knew ;  I  faid 
roany  prayers,  and  performed  all  the  good  works 
I  could ;  and,  according  to  my  ability,  I  beftowed 
alms,  yea,  even  beyond  my  power,  for  I  fome- 
times  gave  all  I  had*  away,  and  fretted  that  I  had 
not  more  to  give.  *"  I  think  no  poor  creature  was 
ever  more  puffe4  up  with  blind  z^al  than  I  was, 
and  a  prouder  Pharifee,  I  verily  believe,  there 
never  did  exift ;  like  thofe  of  old,  I  truftcd  in 
myfelf  that  I  was  righteous,  and  defpifed  others. 
I  was  fo  full  of  religion,  that  I  could  talk  about 
it  at  any  time,  and  to  any  one ;  and  ftrove  hard, 
to  drag  every  one  into  a  profeffion  that  came  in 
my  way ;  but»  had  I  gained  a  thoufand  profelytes, 
their  being  converted  to  fuch  a  faith  as  mine  then 
was  would  have  been  of  no  avail ;  for,  like  me, 
they  would  only  have  been  twofold  more  the 
children  of  hell,  Matt,  xxiii.  15.  For  Chqft  de* 
clares  to  the  Pharifees,  "  Verily  I  fay  unto  you, 
that  publicans  and  harlots  go  into  the  kingdom 
of  God  before  you,"  Matt.  xxi.  31.  However,  I 
went  on  for  fomc  time  in  this  way,  being  fwept 
and  garniflied  with  this  external  ihew  of  religion 
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and  holinefs ;  whereas  inwardly  I  was  full  of  all  ' 
uncleannefs^  and  knew  no  more  about  a  broken 
heart  or  a  contrite  fpirit,  nor  of  real  forrow  on  ' 

aeeount  of  flh,  than  Satan  himfelf ;  neverthelefs^ 
I  was  not  always  eafy  in  my  mind ;  for  at  times  « 

I  felt  fo  much  evil  working  within,  that  I  knew 
not  what  to  think  of  myfelf ;  and  this  fo  pulled 
down  my  vain  confidence,  that  I  frequently  felt 
very  low,  and  was  oftentimes  much  difquieted^ 
and  did  not  think  fo  highly  of  my  religion  $  as,  • 
from  what  I  felt,  *I  very  much  fufpe<5led  that  all 
was  not  right  with  me ;  and  this  diflatisfadlion 
kept  increafing  upon  me,  till  I  thought  there  was 
fomelhing  more  in  real  religion  than  I  was  yet 
acqutynted  with.  I  got  more  and  more  reftlef^^ 
and  was  exceedingly  diftrefled,  fearing  I  was  de- 
ceived, and  that  my  religion  would  prove  nothing 
worth.  This  I  know  is  a  dreadful  flate  to  be 
in ;  **  For,  if  a  man  thinketh  himfelf  to  be  fome- 
thing  when  he  is  nothing,  he  deceiveth  himfelf," 
Galat  vi.  3.  One  day,  being  at  my  work,  and 
pondering  over  thefe  matters  in  my  mind,  I  be- 
came fo  difconiblate  and  j^iBrcffed,  that  I  knew 
not  what  to  do,  for  I  feared  that  all  was  wrong. 
At  this  time  I  had  fome  ftrong  impreflions  on  my 
mind  to  go  in  prayer  to  the  Lord,  and  make 
known  to  him  all  my  diftrefs.  So  I  left  my  work, 
retired  to  a  fecret  place,  and  put  up  a  few  peti* 
lions,  which,  to  the  beft  of  my  remembrance, 
were  as  follows,—."  O  Lord,  I  have  finned  againft 
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thee^  but  thou  art  merciful  and  gracious,  flow  to 
anger  and  abundant  in  gobdnefs  :  thou  fearcheft 
the  heart  and  trieil  the  reins,  and  all  things  arc 
naked  and  open  Unto  thee;  thou  knoweft  th« 
flate  I  am  in^  and  the  di^refs  which  I  feel,  fear- 
ing I  am  not  right  before  thee  iUuSev  me  not  to 
»  be  deceived,  I  befeech  thee,  O  Lord  ;  and,  if  my 
religion  is  what  thou  thyfelf  hast  taught  me,  be 
pleafed  to  make  it  known,  and  comfort  me  in  it; 
but,  if  it  is  what  thou  haft  not  Jaught  me,  and 
will  fail  me  when  I  come  to  die,  reveal  this  alfo 
unto  me ;  and,  if  it  be  thy  moft  blefied  will,  let 
the  firft  paflagc  of  fcripture  I  ever  fee  from  this 
time  be  defcriptive  of  my  cafe,  that  I  may  thereby 
know  what  is  my  true  fiate  before  thee.  Pardon 
and  forgive  my  lin,^and  make  me  what  thou 
wouldft  have  me  to  be.  I  alk  all  in  the  name, 
and  for  the  fake,  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Amen." — How 
long  time  elapfed  before  I  looked  into  the  Bible 
I  do  not  recoUedt ;  but  I  remember  one  night, 
being  very  unhappy,  and  thinking  of  what  I  had 
prayed  for,  I  took  it  yp  to  read,  and  the  firft 
words  I  faw  were  thefe,  "  Thou  haft  neither  part 
nor  lot  in  this  'mattei*,  for  thy  heart  is  not  right  in 
the  fight  of  God,"  A<5lsviii.  2L  On  reading  thefe 
words  I  funk  in  my  foul,  and  God  quickened  me 
to  feel  that  I  was  loft,  and  fliewed  me  the 
wretched  ftate  I  was  in ;  and  in  one  moment  fuch 
horror  of  mind  fcized  me,  that  I  felt  as  if  I  was 
going  to  drop  into  the  bottomlefs  pit  i  my  heart 
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funk  within  me ;  I  was  quite  ciiilled,  and  after- 
wards broke  out  into  a  cpld  fweat ;  my  ilrength 
of  body  fceined  to  be  all  gone  from  me  ^  and,  if 
I  had  not  fat  down,  I  believe  I  Ihould  have 
dropped  on  the  floor.  I  then  perceived  that  reli- 
gion was  heart/yrk,  to  which  I  had  been  an 
utter  ft  ranger,  and  had  been  deceiving  myfelf  iii 
a  falfe  profclfion  ;  and  I  felt  the  wretched,  fallen, 
loft  ftate  I  was  in  by  nature,  and  that  ^^  Original 
fin  is  the  fault  and  corruption  of  the  nature  of 
every  man  that  is  engendered  of  the  offspring  of 
Adam,  whereby  man  is  very  far  gone  from  ori- 
ginal righteoufnefs,  and  is  of  kis  own  nattire  in- 
clined to  evil,  fo  that  the  flefli  lufteth  contrary  to 
the  fpirit,  and  therefore  in  every  perfon  bom  into 
this  world  it  deferveth  Go^*s  wrath  and  damna« 
tion.**  Article  the  9th,  I  now  experienced  the 
difference  between  legal  convi6iions  and  thofe 
which  are  producedunder  the  powerful  quicken- 
ing operations  of  God*s  fpirit;  *'you  hath  he- 
quickened  5?^ho  were  dead  in  trdfpaffes  and  fins." 
1  believed  his  threatenings  denounced  againft  me 
as  a  finncr,  and  trembled  at  his  word,  which 
fays,  ^*  the  foul  that  fins  fhall  die,"  and  is  quick 
and  powerful,  and  fharper  than  any  two-edged 
fword,  Heb.  iv.  12.  '*  All  things  that  are  re-, 
proved  are  made  manifeft  by  the  light,  for  whatfo- 
ever  doth  make  manifeft  is  light,"  Eph.  v.  13.  I 
had  been  alive  without  the  law ;  but  when  the 
commandment  came  fin  revived,  and  I  died.    I 
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now  f aw  the  fpiftuality  of  God^s  law,  which  dif- 
cpvered  to  xne  iny  loft  and  fallen  ftate^  and  what 
4n  infinite  diftance  there  was  betwixt  me  and  a 
holy  GocJ,  and  how  far  Ihort  I  fell  of  the  law'a 
demands ;  "  The  law  is  fpiritual  Jbut  I  am  carnal^ 
fold  under  fin  i*  and  «  Curfedjji  every  one  that 
continueth  not  in  all  things  fl| 'are  written  in 
the  law  to  do  them/*  Fonnerlyl  had  no  other 
knowledge  of  fin  than  by  actual  tranfgrefiions; 
bttt  now  I  found  that  thefe  corrapt  fruits  fprimg 
from  a  corrupt  fountain^  an  evil  and  depraved 
nature,  which  originated  in  the  fall ;  "  By  the 
offence  of  one  j^gment  came  upon  all  men  to 
condemnation  f*  therefore  this  condemnation  was 
entailed  upoi^  mc?  in  man's  fall ;  for,  "  by  one 
roan  fin  entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by 
iin,  and  fo  death  pailed  upon  all  men,  for  that 
4II  have  finned,'*  Rom.  v.  19.  The  rebukes  of 
God  in  my  confcience,  and  his  wrath  revealed 
againft  my  fin,  pulled  down  my  felf-righteou$ 
fpirit.  "  When-  thou.  Lord,  with  rebukes  doft 
correft  man  for  iniquity,  thou  makest  his  beauty 
to  confume  away  like  a  moth,'*  Ffa.  xxxix.  11. 

''  By  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  fin ;"  this 
difcovered  to  me  my  corruption  and  the  concu* 
pifceoce  of  my  heart,  **  But  fin,  taking  occafion 
by  the  commandmeot,  wrought  in  me  all  manner 
of  concupifccnce ;  for  without  the  law  fin  wa# 
dead/*  Rom.  vii.  8.  And  I  believe  all  that  the 
law  can  do  is  to  difcover  fin,  and  condemn  th« 
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fioner;  M  the  Apaftlt  fays^  ''Was  then  that 
which  13  good  made  death  unto  me*?  God  foihid. 
But  fin,  that  it  might  appear  (in^  working  death 
in  me  by  that  which  is  gobd;  that  fin  by  the 
commandment  might  become  exceeding  finful,** 
Rom.  viL  13.  It  Condemns  the  finner^  and  is 
called  the  miniftration  of  death  and  condemna- 
tion^  2  Cor.  iii.  7,  g.  It  fhews  the  aboundings  of 
our  tranfgrelCons ;  "  Moreover,  the  law  entered, 
(hat  the  offence  might  abound,*'  Rom.  v.  20, 
And  ^^  it  was  added  becaufe  of  tranfgreflions,'* 
Gal.  iii.  ig.  The  diftrefs  and.anguifh  I  felt  on 
account  of  my  fin,  are,  I  believe,  what  Paul  calls 
the  terrors  of  the  Lord ;  for,  death  and  judgment 
were  uppermoft  in  my  thoughts^  and  "  the  yoke 
<>f  my  tranfgreffions  was  bound  by  his  hand," 
Lam.  i.  14.  So  that  my  heart  continually  medl« 
fated  terror ;  and  for  fome  years  I  had  no  reft 
becaufe  of  my  fin,  as  David  fays,  **  Por  mine  ini- 
quities are  gone  over  my  head ;  as  an  heavy  bur« 
den,  they  are  too  heavy  for  me,"  Pfa.  xxxviii,  4. 
But  God,  who  difcovered  to  me  my  fin,  did  hot 
fuffer  me  to  hate  nor  to  ihun  the  light,  but  to 
come  to  it,  and  expofe  my  confcience  to  the  force 
of  truth.  "  He  that  doeth  truth  cometh  to  the 
light,  that  his  deeds  may  be  made  manifeft  that 
they  are  wrought  in  God,*'  Prov.  iii.  21.  I  kept 
up  a  very  ftridl  attendance  at  church,  and  often 
heard  a  great  deal  faid  about  open  and  profane 
fin.    But  my  wound  lay  within,  and  forely  dif- 


|:rc;fled  I  ivas ;  which  made  mc  Hftcn  very  atten-' 
tively  tp  the  minifler,  hoping  to  hear  my  feel- 
ings brought  forth  •,  but  in  this  I  was  generally 
difappointed,  for  my  cafe  was  not  touched  upon ; 
fb  far  from  itj  that  I  frequently  returned  with  an 
increafed  burden,  for  he  fet  before  me  an  impof- 
fible  talk,  holding  forth  the  law  as  the  only  rule 
of  life,  and  fitting  m^  to  work  in  my  own 
ftrength ;  at  which  I  labonred  very  hard,  and  I 
may  fay  fared  bard  too,  fpr  all  fulnefs  of  grace  is 
in  Chriil:,  not  in  the  law;  and  God  miniilercth 
not  his  fpirit  by  the  works  of  the  law,  l?ut  by  the 
hearing  of  faith ;  therefore  fetting  poor  helplefs 
iinners  t%  work  for  life  inflead  of  pointing  thenx 
to  Chrift,  who  is  *^  the  end  of  the  law  for  righ^ 
teoufnefs  to  every  one  that  believeth/*  Rom,  x, 
4,  is  binding  heavy  burdens  upon  men's  fhoulr 
ders  which  are  grievous  to  be  borne,  Mat,  xxiii,  4, 
Such  preaching  keeps  troubled  fouls  back,  rather 
than  helping  them  forwards,  Chrifl  fays,  '*  Y^ 
enter  not  in  yourfel  vcs,  and  them  that  were  en- 
tering in  ye  hindered,'*  Luko  xi.  5^.  **  The  law 
worketh  wrath,  for  where  no  law  is  there  is  no 
tranfgreflion,"  Rom.  iv.  15:  it  "gendereth  tQ^ 
bondage,'*  Gal.  iv.  24.  The  preaching  of  the 
law  cx)ntra6ls,  inftead  of  enlarging  the  heart, 
which  was  the  efFccS:  it  always  h^d  upon  mej 
and,  though  the  miniftry  which  I  fat  under  was 
called  the  gofpel,  yet  therfe  was  little  elfe  brought 
forth  but  the  works  of  the  law;  and. Paul  call# 
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the  gpi(pel  the  miniftry  of  the  fpirit.  Thefe'dif* 
courfes  upon  the  law  communicated  nothing  but 
wrath  and  bondage  to  fear,  and  have  often  fent 
me  away  in  great  aoguiih  and  bitternefs  of  foul^ 
with  a  difirefied  and  difconfolate  mind.  ^^  While 
I  fufier  thy  terrors,"  fays  David,  **  I  am  diflradt- 
cd,**  Pfalra  Ixxxviii.  15.  I  laboured  hard  to  keep 
the  law,  and  work  out  a  righteoufnefs  of  my 
own,  but  all  in;  vain  j  "  I,'*  faith  the  I^ord,  «^  will 
declare  thy  righteoufnefs  and  thy  works,  for  they 
ihall  not  profit  thee/*  Ifa.  Ivii.  12.  They  are  but 
as  filthy  rags  at  befi,  and  God  fays>  ^'  Their  webs 
ihall  not  become  garments,  neither  ihall  they  co- 
ver .themfelves  with  their  works,'*  Ifa.  li;(.  6.  And 
this  I  found,  that  /<  by  the  deeds  of  the  law  fhall 
uo  iie(h  living  be  juflified ;''  whilfl  in  Chrift  all 
that  believe  are  freely  juftified  from  all  things : 
**By  his  knowledge,"  fays  God,  "  fhall  my  righ- 
teous fervant  juftify  many,  for  he  fhall  bear  their 
iniquities;'*  and  **In  the  Lord  fhall  all  the  feed 
of  Ifrael  be  juflified,  and  fhall  glory ;"  as  it  is  alfo 
written,  **  Surely,  fliall  one  fay,  in  the  Lord  have  I 
righteoufnefs  and  flrength/'  Ifa.  xlv.  24.  I  heard 
nauch  about  vpw3,  promifes,  and  refolations ;  and 
I  p[iade  many ;  and  at  this  fruitlefs  toil  laboured 
for  fome  years,  flriving  againft  fin  in  my  own 
itrength,  whereby  I  was  kept  in  continual  bondage 
and  agitation  of  mind,  for  the  law  was  fct  before 
me  as  my  rule,  hulinefs  of  life  enforced^  and  a 
progreffive  fanAification  infifled  upon;  in  all 
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which  I  fooad  myfelf  very  deficient,  and  never 
could  come  up  to  the  rule  I  heard  laid  down,  for 
I  was  daily  offending  in  thought,  word,  and  deed, 
and  he  that  offends  but  in  one  point  is  guilty  of 
all.  Jam.  ii.  10,  So  far  was  I  from  having  that 
holineia  of  temper  which  I  heard  of  (for  th# 
qoeftioxi  was  often  aiked,  *'  What  are  your  tem« 
pers,**  &c.  ?)  and  thofe  good  frames  and  feelings, 
that  in  myfdf  I  daily  found  that  which  was  quite 
the  reverfe  of  all  this^  being  full  of  fury  and  6reU 
fulne&i  bitter  in  fpirit,  filled  with  rebellion,  en* 
mity,  malice,  wrath,  peevifhnefs,  difcontent,  and 
envy,  with  every  other  evil  working  within  i  and 
fo  &T  was  I  from  feeling  myfelf  more  and  more 
fan^ified,  fo  as  to  be  free  from  thefe  things^  Aat 
I  appeared  to  get  more  vile,  and  my  corrupt  na«* 
ture  fhewed  itfelf  in  every  Ihape;  which  l&uia 
me  to  think  that  fuch  preachets  are  phyficians  of 
j)0  value,  who  fet  men  to  look  for  fuch  attain- 
ments in  themfelves,  inftead  of  leading  them  to 
Jefus  Chrifl,  in  whom  they  are  all  to  be  found ; 
<<  Who  of  God  is  made  unto  us  wifdom,  and 
righteoufnefs,  and  fandlification,  and  redemp* 
tion,'*  1  Cor.  i.  30.  Thofe  who  teach  fuch 
things  keep  poor  fouls  in  bondage,  and  ^^  the  la- 
bour of  the  fooliih  wearieth  every  one  of  them, 
becaufe  he  knoweth  not  how  to  go  to  the  city,** 
EccL  X.  ]5.  I  have  often  returned  home  from 
liearing  a  fermon  bowed  down  with  diftreft  and 
grief^  lamenting  my  fhort-comings ;  then  I  ufed 
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to  fefolve  to  be  more  circum^d,  watdiful^  and 
obfervant,  and  that  I  would  guard  againfi  every 
tran%reffion  and  every  evil  with  which  I  had  be- 
fore been  overcome ;  vow  and  promife  that  I  ne-- 
ver  would  commit  the  like  again^  but  in  future 
would  be  more  diligent :  but^  alas !  fin  was  too 
Ikrong  for  me,  and  I  wad  foon  overcome.  Chrift 
dedaies^  *^  Without  me  ye  can  do  nothing,^ 
John  xr.  3.  I  broke  through  all  my  promifes^  and  v^^ 

Aen  funk  into  the  deepeft  diftrefa ;  and  have  let 
to  vowing  again  in  the  fame  way,  ti!}  I  have  been 
ready  to  bind  myfelf  down  with  oaths ;  but^  as 
Jfob  fays,  ^  If  I  wafli  myiHf  widi  fno w  water^  and 
make  my  hands  ever  fo  elean^  yet  flialt  thou 
plunge  me  in  the  ditch,  atid  mine  own  clothes 
ftall  abhor  me,'*  Job  is.  30,  SI;  and  fo  I  found 
k,  till  this  bitter  and  wofiil  expeirienee  made  me 
completely  fick  of  Ibis  wretched  way  of  going  on : 
and  now,  if  ever  I  hear  a  man  fetting  people  to 
make  vows,  my  foul  hates  what  they  advance, 
knowing  that  they  who  are  at  fuch  a  work  will 
have  no  better  fuccefs  than  I  had ;  and  whoever 
fets  them  at  it  are  turning  the  blind  and  the  lame 
out  of  the  way ;  and  that  which  is  lame  is  not  to 
be  turned  out  of  die  way,  but  rather  to  be  healed. 
Chrift  is  the  repairer  of  the  breach,  and  the  re-^^ 
ilorer  of  paths  to  dwell  in,  and  in  him  is  peace 
and  truth;  as  faith  the  prophet,  "  Behold,  I  will 
bring  it  health  and  cure,  and  I  will  cure  than, 
and  will  reveftl  unto  them  the  abundance  of 


(    86    ) 

pei^  and  truth/' J».  xxxiiL  6.  AU  fuIneAi  ia  m 
the  Saviour*  If  ever  I  made  a  vow»  as  fooa  gs  I 
had  done  it  Satan  fet  upon  me  again  with  the  tmtc 
temptation  I  had  been  proiefting  againft,  and 
never  left  me  till  I  had  broken  through  all  my 
promifes ;  fo  that  I  never  kept  one  vow  that  I 
had  made^  but  as  foon  as  I  had  brok«i  them  ( 
was  truly  wretched  and  miferable.  I  verily  be-  • 
lieve  that  the  whole  of  it^is  Satan*s  own  worki 
he  firfl  fels  us  to  make  a  vow^  and  then  tempts  ua 
:t0  break  'A,  and  afterwards  turns  accuferj  on  ac^. 
Count  of  both. 

I  procured  feveral  books,  in  which  were  many 
forms  of  prayer  adapted  to  different  cafes  ;  but 
J  met  with,  none  that  were  altogether  fuitable  to 
my  ftate ;  for  frequently,  when  I  began  to  repeat 
them^  I  dutft  not  go  on,  knowing  that  what  I^ 
was  uttering  with  my  mouth,  and  wliat  I  ftlt  in 
my  heart,  were  widely  different,  fo  that  I  could 
get  no  fatisfadlion  from  thefe,  though  I  faid  many 
every  day.  Bcfides,  I  feldom  failed  repeating  the 
rooming  and  evening  fervice,  from  the  common 
prayer  book,  every  clay  as  I  was  at  my  work;  in- 
deed I  had  learnt  prayers  to  repeat  upon  evtrj 
occaiion  all  the  day  long,  /or  I  attended  at  difter- 
ent  prayer-meetings,  where  I  have  heard  men 
pray  with  fuch  eloquence,  that  I  would  have 
given  a  v/orld  to  have  expreffed  myfelf  like 
them  :  but  1  w/is  far  enough  from  being  able  fq 
to  dp;    I  could  only  Took  on  aqd  wonder  at 


others,  and  concluded  that  none  were  fo  ignorant 
as  myfelf.  One  day,  as  I  was  reading,  I  came  to 
this  fcripture,  <'  and  I  will  pour  upon  the  houfe 
of  David,  and  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalero, 
the  fpirit  of  grace  and  of  fupplications/'  2^ch« 
jrii.  10;  M'hich  dwelt  fo  much  upon  my  mind, 
that  I  began  to  leave  off  my  forms  of  prayer,  and 
*  endeavoured  to  call  upon  God  as  well  as  I  could ;  . 
but  I  was  often  in  fuch  confufion  and  trouble, 
that  I  could  only  utter  a  few  broken  unconnected 
expreflions;  and  fometimes  was  not  able  to  fpeal^  i 
a  word,  on  which  account  I  was  greatly  diflreiTed, 
hut  found  much  relief  from  thefe  two  fcripturc^, 
^'  Teach  us  what  we  (hall  fay  unto  him,  for  we 
cannot  order  our  fpeech  by  reafon  of  darknefs,** 
Job  xxxvii/ 19;  from  which  it  appears  there  could 
be  little  or  nothing  faid.  And  Paul  fays,  the 
fpirit  helps  our  infirmities  with  groanings  that 
cannot  be  uttered.  The  Lord  knows  the  way 
that  we  take,  and  $11  our  defire  is  before  him« 
And,  although  many  times  1  could  not  exprefs 
my  feelings,'  yet  I  have  groaned,  being  bur- 
dened^ lighed  and  wept ;  and  he  that  fearchoh 
the  heart  Jjiowcth  what  is  the  mind  of  the  fpirit, 
for  the  fpirit  maketh  intercejQion  for  the  faints'" 
according  to  the  will  of  God,  Finding  I  could  not 
meet  with  any  forms  of  prayer  fuitable  to  my  feel- 
ings, I  left  them  aU  oiF,  and  have  not  made  ufcof 
them  from  that  day  to  this ;  but  h^ve  called  upoq 
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the  tiame  cf  the  Lord^  in  extempore  prayb*^  is  he 
bath  enabled  me. 

I  laboured  under  a  fore  and  moft  diftreifing 
temptation  for  many  years^  which  waSj  biafphe- 
moua  thoughts  againfi  the  Moil  High ;  and  none 
that  I  have  ever  pafTed  through  fince  has  given 
me  fo  much  diftrefs^  it  being  of  ail  others  the 
ttoft  horrid.  Oh  the  da}'s  and  months  of  miferjr 
I  have  experienced^  being  bowed  down  with 
grief  on  account  of  it !  I  would  not  go  through 
*^  it  again  for  all  the  world9  and  I  hope  in  the  Lord 
I  never  ihall ;  for  I  have  many  times  fufi^red  fo 
mucfaj  as  to  be  almoft  worn  out  with  trouble» 
having  no  tc^  either  by  day  or  by  nigbt»  fo  that 
people  about  me  have  afked  what  was  the  mat* 
tcr ;  iny  diflrefs  being  fo  great,  that  I  could  reft 
in  no  place ;  and  fo  dcjefted,  that  I  was  the  pic- 
ture of  mifery,  for  my  mind  was  almoft  dif- 
tracted.  Indeed  I  have  many  times  feared  I 
ihould  lofe  my  fenfes,  and  be  leA  to  fpeak  out 
what  I  felt  within.  I  cannot  exprefs  a  thoufandth 
part  of  the  troubles  I  have  gone  through  of  this 
fort,  which  I  never  durft  mention  to  any  creature 
living  for  many  years,  thinking  that  no  one  be- 
fides  me  either  was,  or  ever  had  been,  tempted  to 
blafpheme  in  this  way.  And  I  was  the  more  in- 
clined to  keep  this  matter  to  myfelf  from  an  idea 
that,  if  it  was  known  how  wicked  I  was,  every 
one  would  look  upoii^me  widi  difdain,  and  I 


ihoold  wander  about*  as  a  vagabond  upon  tbt 
earth ;  that  no  one  would  have  any  connexion 
with  me ;  nay,  fo  far  from  itj  that  they  would 
Ihon  me^  as  being  unfit  for  any  fociety  but  the 
devils  themfelves.  This  temptation  to  blafpheme 
haunted  me,  go  where  I  would  j  and  oftentimes 
when  I  took  up  the  fcriptures  to  read^  to  medi*^ 
tate,  or  attempted  to  pray>  er  was  in  company  or 
conveifation  with  thofe  that  feared  the  Lord^  my 
mind  would  be  more  infeiled  than  ever,  info- 
much  that  I  knew  not  what  to  do,  for  I  think,  if 
poffible,  thoufands  of  thefe  fiery  darts  have 
pailed  through  my  mind  in  a  few  minutes.  At 
length  I  got  fo  bad,  that  I  began  to  fear  I  ihould^ 
in  my  jsurry  and  great  agitation  of  mind,  be  left, 
fometime  or  other^  to  utter  involuntarily  what  I 
felt  within.  To  avoid  this,  every  time  it  cam6 
upon  me  I  began  to  repeat,  as  fail  as  I  couId> 
«  Blefled  be  the  Lord,  bleTed  be  the  Lord." 
Even  while  I  kept  fpeaking  thus  numberlefs 
oaths  and  curfes  would  dart  through  my  mind# 

till  I  have  been  like  one  defperate ;  and  have  ^«- 

« 

fometimes  gone  on  in  this  way  all  the  day  long, 
dreading  the  approach  of  night,  for  when  I  went 
to  bed  I  was  worfe  off  than  ever.  Various  are  the 
means  which  I  have  made  ufe  of  to  put  thefe 
wicked  thoughts  out  of  my  mind;  and  many 
times,  when  in  great  anguiih  and  bittemefs  on 
account  of  them,  I  pulled  my  hair  till  the  tear9 
have  ran  down  my  cheeks^witb  pain,  and  I  have 
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been  to0ing  to  and  fro,  longing  for  tlie  morning 
light.  But  I  frequently  rofe  in  this  diilrefs^  and 
paflcd  through  a  difmal  day^  retiring  again^  with, 
an  increafe  of  burden^  to  pafs  through  another 
wearifome  night;  "So  was  I  made  to  poflefs 
months  of  vanity;  and  wcarifome  nights  were 
appointed  for  me/'  Job  vii.  3.  Frequently,  when 
I  have  attempted  to  pray  again  ft  them,  as  foon  as 
I  have  kneeled  down,  in  one  moment  my  mind 
would  be  filled  with  fuch  horrid  blafphemy,  that 
I  have  jumped  up  in  the  grcateft  horror,  being  a 
terror  to  myfelf,  and  have  flood  and  wept  bitterly, 
not  daring  to  open  my  mouth  to  call  upon  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  left  I  Ihould  be  forced  to  fpeak. 
what  I  felt  paffing  within.  Such  days  as  thefc 
are  the  bittereft  that  I  ever  pafled  through,  and  I 
have  had  many  of  them.  Thefc  two  paflages,  in 
the  fixteenth  chapter  of  the  Revelation,  were 
continually  upon  my  mind,  and  I  greatly  feared 
left  they  ihould  be  fulfilled  by  me ;  '^  And  men 
were  fcorched  with  great  heat,  and  blafphemed 
the  name  of  God,"  verfe9;  "and  blafphemed 
the  God  of  heaven,  becaufc  of  their  pains  and 
their  fores,  and  repented  not  of  their  deeds," 
verfe  11.  I  thought  my  days  would  foon  be  at 
an  end ;  and,  when  I  got  to  that  place  of 
torment,  that  Satan  would  compel  me  to  blaf- 
phemci  concluding,  from  what  I  felt,  that  it 
was  one  part  of  their  employment  who  are 
confined   in  thofe   difaial   regions;    and  theft 
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words  ufed  to  cut  mc  to  the  heart,  *'  They  Hi  all 
fret  themfelves,  and  curfe  their  King  and  their 
God,  and  look  upward/'  Ifa.  viii.  21.  O  the  mi- 
fery  which  I  have  had,  and  the  tears  that  I  have 
fhed,  on  account  of  this  horrid  temptation,  which 
I  conceive  to  be  the  roafterpiece  of  Satan  !  and 
furely  he  never  injedled  into  the  mind  of  any  man 
worfe  than  I  have  felt  Nothing  evi^  bowed 
me  down  and  difireffed  me  like  thefe  "•  fiery 
darts  of  the  wicked,"  Eph.  vi.  16.  I  had  nevier 
heard  any  one  hint  at  fuch  things,  nor  had  I  ever 
read  of  any  thing  of  the  fort,  until  one  Sunday 
evening,  after  returning  from  church,  a  friend  of 
mine  took  me  with  him  to  call  upon  an  acquaint* 
ance  of  his,  who,  before  we  left  the  houfe,  put  a 
book  of  yours  into  his  hand,  which  he  lent  me  to 
read.  I  took  it  home,  and  never  met  with  any 
book  before  that  faited  me  fo  well,  though  there 
was  a  good  deal  in  it  I  did  not  underiland;  yet 
fome  parts  were  very  fuitable  'to  me,  as  it  pointed 
out  that  which  none  bad  ever  done  before :  I  read 
it  over  and  over  again  ;  and,  when  I  returned  it, 
borrowed  anqther,  which  was,  *The  Kitlgdom 
of  Heaven  taken  by  Prayer.'  This  proved  a  trea*" 
fure  indeed,  being  abundantly  blefled  to  me; 
and  I  bleifcd  the  author  of  it  a  thoufand  times 
over  before  I  ever  faw  him.  It  was  the  firft 
book  I  ever  read  that  pointed  out  my  cafe,  and 
from  it  I  received  the  firft  help  I  ever  got  in  my 
diftrcfs.     One  Sunday  morning  I  retired  into  a 
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garden  to  perufe  it ;  and»  when  I  came  to  the 
106tb^  and  following  pages>  where  you  mention 
that  horrid  temptation  that  came  upon  you,  I 
waa  much  amazed  to  find  the  very  things  related 
which  I  had  fo  long  laboured  under,  and  which 
were  fo  heavy  a.  burden  to  me.    My  diftreffing 
cafe  was  exactly  pcnnted  out,  and  my  heart  began 
to  glow  with  gratitude  to  God  that  I  had  met 
with  a  book  fo  defcriptive  of  my  feelings :  it  was 
joyful  news  indeed  to  me  to  read  the  account^ 
as  I  had  never  read  the  like  before,  nor  had  I 
heard  any  thing  of  the  kind  fpoken  of;  fo  that 
I  had  concluded  no  one  had  ever  felt  thefe  things 
but  myfelf.   I  kept  reading  on  till  my  heart  was  fo 
full  that  I  burft  into  tears^  and  wept  for  joy.   I 
walked  up  and  down  in  the  garden^  praifing  the 
Lord  with  my  whole  heart*  and  many  times  cried 
outy  ^*  Blefs  the  author  of  this  book  f  I  cannot 
cxprcfs  the  relief  which  I  found ;  my  burden 
feemed  to  be  quite  gone,  and  my  heart  and  affec- 
tions went  up  in  gratitude  to  God,  while  tears  of 
thattkfulneiis  flowed  very  copioufly,  and  I  kept 
on  blefiing  and  praifing  the  name  of  the  Lord  for 
bis  goodnefs,  that  I   bad  found  one  who  had 
experienced  the  fame  things  which  I  had  felt. 
**  The  author  of  this  book,**  faid  I,  '^  whoever  he 
be,  has  laboured  under  the  fame  fore  and  dif- 
treffing  temptation  that  I  have,  and  he  has  ob- 
tained mercy;  and,   as  the   Lord  hath  ihewed 
mercy  to  him^  it  may  be  that  he  will  exercife  the 
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fame  towards  me/'      I  felt  encouragement  t6 
hope,  and  thanked  God  with  all  my  heart. 

It  was  now  church  time,  and,  as  my  maftef 
called  me  to  go,  I  was  obliged  to  obey*  But  be-* 
fore  I  returned  home  again  I  had  loft  all  thof<^ 
fweet  feelings  which  I  had  had  in  the  morning  i 
for  what  I  heard  at  the  church  was  as  oppofitc  to 
the  matter  contained  in  the  book  as  the  Eaft  i& 
from  the  Weft.  In  the  courfe  of  the  week  this 
dreadful  temptation  returned  upon  me  again  as 
violently ;  and,  to  add  to  my  diftrefs>  it  was  ih  a 
moment  darted  into  my  mind  that  this  was  thd 
unpardonable  fin ;  whereupon  I  funk  in  my  feel- 
ings lower  than  evet ;  what  I  felt  I  cannot  ex- 
prefs;  I  however  concluded  that  all  was  over 
with  me,  and  I  was  inevitably  loft.  The  unpar- 
donable  fin  was  always,  uppermoft  in  my  mindi 
and  fometimes  it  lay  io  heavy  upon  me,  that  I 
was  fcarcely  able  to  go  about  my  bufinefs  ;  then 
again  th^  weight  of  it  would  in  a  meafure  wear 
off  for  a  time  ;  but  the  firft  elFcdlual  relief  I  got 
Was  when  hearing  you  preach  from  thefe  words, 
**  Surely  he  ftiall  deliver  thee  from  the  fnare  of 
tlie  fowler,  and  from  the  npifome  peftilende,'* 
Pfalm.  xci.  S.  Whilft  you  were  fpeaking 
from  thefe  words  my  burden  was  quite  removed, 
and  I  faw  clearly  that  I  had  not  committed  the 
unpardonable  lin.  In  the  courfe  of  the  fermoft' 
you  mentioned  this  blafphetnous  temptation,  ob- 
ferving  that  there  were  but  very  few  of  the  tiordV 
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p^opl^j  who  were  fharply  tried,  buf '  were  excr^ 
cifed  with  it;    and  that  the  neit  thing  which 
Satan  fuggeijted  to  the  mind  waSj  that  this  'was 
the  unpardonable  fin;    and  then  you  ihewed 
plainly  what  the  unpardonable  fin  was,  and  that 
this  temptation  was  not  it.    O  what  comfort  did 
I  receive  whilfl  hearing  this  difcourfe  1  My  hope 
was  ftrengthened,  and  I  returned  from  Ptotidence 
Chapel  rejoicing  in  my  heart,  being  relieved  from 
iht  heaviefl  burden  that  can  come  upon  the  mind 
of  man.    Stil],  however,  the  temptation  to  blaf- 
pheme  was  not  completely  removed,  for  often- 
times afterwards  1  was  forely  harafTed  with  it» 
though  I  prayed  againft  it  night  and  day,  till  at 
length  I  began  to  defpair  of  ever  getting  rid  of 
it,  and  thought  it  was  of  no  ufe  at  all  praying 
againfl  it,  and  that  I  muil  give  it  up :  but  one 
day,  when  I  was  walking  alone,  and  was  very' 
penfive,  pondering  it  over  in  my  mind,  thefe 
words  ftruck  me  very  forcibly,  *'  This  kind  gpeth 
not  out  but  by  prayer  and  fading,**  Matt.  xviL 
21.     I  looked  in  the  bible  for  thefe  words,  to  fee 
upon  what  qccafion  they  were  fpoken ;  and  when 
I  found  them  I  took  encouragement,  ana  kept 
on  praying  againfl  this  blafpheming  devil  $  and 
bleifed,  for  ever  blefled,  be  the  Lord,  he  was 
pleafed,  in  his  own  time,  condefcendingly  to  hear 
my  poor  jpetitions,  and  anfwer  my  prayers,  and 
delivered  me  from  this  fnare  of  the  fowler.. 
*'  Chrill  fpake  a  paraihlci  that  men  ought  always 
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to  pray  ind  not  to  &int/' — ^*  If  we  afk  any  thing 
according  to  his  will  he  heareth  us;** — ^^and 
fhall  not  God  avenge  his  own  elect,  which  cry 
day  and  night  unto  him^  thoagh  he  bear  long 
with  them  i  I  tell  you  that  he  will  avenge  idiem 
fpcedily/'  Luke  xviiL  7.  8 ;  and,  bleficd  be  fail 
name,  I  have  not  for  fome  years  pad  been  mactt 
exercifed  in  this  w^y ;  and  whenever  I  am  it  does 
nqt  diflrefs  me  now  as  it  ufed  to  do.  But  nothing 
that  I  ever  heard  or  read  alleviated  my  mind  (6 
much  as  a  letter  of  yours  in  the  Living  Teftimo* 
Dies,  page  316;  by  which  I  perceived  that  thefe 
fiery  darts  came  from  Satan ;  and  it  was  fo  bleiTed 
to  mCi  that  fince  I  firft  read  it  I  have  never  been 
fo  cafl  down  and  diftrefTed  about  it  as  I  was  be* 
fore^  being  perfuaded,  as  you  therein  obferve,  that 
it  was  the  devirs  own  lin  I  and  my  foul  '^efcaped 
fts  a  bird  out  of  the  fnare  of  the  fowler,  the  fnarc 
was  broken  and  I  efcaped/*  Pfalm  cxxiv.  7* 
Blefled  be  the  Lord,  who  bath  not  given  me  A 
prey  to  his  teeth. 

After  tieading  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  &c. 
I  had  a  great  delire  to  purchafe  fome  of  your 
books  s  but  how  it  was  to  be  brought  about  t 
knew  not ;  for,  being  an  apprentice,  I  had  no 
means  of  getting  money ;  however,  I  came  to  this 

detennimttion,  that  the  next  time  I  faw  my  fa* 

• 

ther  I  would  aik  him  to  give  me  a  gumea;  and, 
if  he  refufed,  I  would  then  aik  for  the  loan  of 
one  till  I  was  out  of  my  time,  when  I  would  re-> 
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pay  him:  accordingly,  whenhecamfrto  fee  mt,  I 
aiked  of  him  this  favour,  and,  after  interrogating 
me  upon  the  fubjcdt,  being  informed  that  the  au- 
thor of  the  books  was  not  a  method ift,  he  gave 
me  the  guinea,  and  I  purchkfcd  books  with  it  as 
far  as  it  would  go ;  and  by  reading  thefe  I  foon 
began  to  diirrlini  all  my  former  ones:  fo  that 
« The  whole  Duty  of  Man,"    *  Allen's  Alarm/ 
'  Ruilel*s  Sermons/  and  fereral  others  which  I 
had  of  the  fame  linfey-woolfey  fort,  grew  out  of 
farour  and  out  of  fa(hion  with  me ;   and  I  have 
never  looked  at  them  iince,  nor  do  I  ever  intend 
fo  to  do.    One  Sunday  morning  I  rofe  very  early, 
and  read  a  part  of  *  The  Moral  Law  not  injured,* 
&c.     Here  I  found  my  mind  greatly  in(lru<^cd, 
and  was  much  comforted;    at  fcven   o'clock  I 
fet  off  to  a  prayer  meeting,  which  I  had  for  fome 
time  attended.     On  ray  return  home  I  walked 
with  an  elderly  man,  who  had  been  to  the  fame 
place,  and  was  called  a  father  in  Jfracl.      In  the 
liraplicity  of  my  heart,  I  alked  him  whether  he 
had  ever  heard  a  Mr.  Huntington  preach,  or  had 
read  any  of  his  works.     He  faid  he  had  both 
heard  you,  and  had  feen  fome  of  your  books, 
which  were  very  dangerous.     On   hearing  this 
I  was  very  much  furprifed ;   but  he  went  on, 
*^  He  is  a  man  of  a  very  bad  fpirit,  and  the  books 
have  a  dangerous  tendency.*'  This  flopped  all  fur- 
ther convcrfation,  except  my  obferving  that  I  had 
read  fome  of  them,  and  liked  them  better  than 
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any  books  I  ever  faw.  After  this  I  lent  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven,  &c.  to  an  acquaintance  of 
mine,  who  was  older  than  myfelf,  and  had  been 
much  longer  in  a  profeffion,  hoping  it  might  be 
of  ufe  to  him,  as  he  always  feemed  bowed  down 
'  to  the  earth  with  trouble.  But,  on  returning  it, 
he  merely  remarked  that  he  thought  it  was  too 
full  of  levity.  By  which  I  perceived  that  the 
book  had  not  found  favour  in  his  eyes,  though  I 
efteemed  it  as  one  of  my  greateft  treafures.  But 
when  I  faw  what  a  cool  reception  it  met  with  it 
rather  damped  me,  though  I  held  my  peace,  and 
pondered  the  matter  over  in  my  heart ;  for  in 
times  paft  I  ufed  to  wonder  how  fuch  things 
could  be,  as  I  could  not  under ftand  them.  But 
I  now  perceive  that  there  is  no  union  betwixt  the 
bond  family  and  the  fons  of  the  irct  woman ; 
they  are  two  feparate  people,  and  never  can  be 
brought  together:  what  one  delights  in  the  other 
hates ;  one  ferves  God  in  the  newnefs  of  the  fpi« 
rit,  the  other  in  the  oldnefs  of  the  letter  $  and 
whenever  the  beil  robe  is  brought  forth,  to  adorn 
the  prodigal,  thefc  elder  fons  are  always  angry  i 
'*  The  chUdren  of  the  ileih,  thcfe  are  not  the 
children  of  God ;  but  the  children  of  the  promife 
are  counted  for  the  feed,'-  Rom.  is.  8.  The  bond 
woman  and  her  fon  is  to  be  caft  out,  for  he  fhall 
not  be  heir  with  the  fon  of  the  free  woman. 

Soon  after  this  affair  I  read  the  Jufiification 
of  a  Sinner,  which  was  much  blefled  to  me ;  in* 
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deed  I  Y^  b^nefitled^  more  or  lefs,  in  the  peni- 
fal  of  every  book!  had>  wbat  I  experienced  being 
therein  dffcribed,  .  Aild  I  daily  learched  the 
(cripture^^  to  fee  if  thefe  thiags  were  fo.s  wd  I 
fouud^.aafar  is  I  h^d  gonp  in  experience^  and 
fu^cording  to  what  httle  light  and  judgment  God 
bad  given  me  into  his  word,  that  they  were  writ* 
ten  agreeably  to  it,  and  that  the  author  of  them 
was  a  partaker  of  the  fame  fpirit  as  thofe  holy 
mm  of  old,  who  fpake  as  they  were  moved  by 
the  Holy  Ghoft ;  and  as  the  Bible,  the  books, 
and  what  J  felt  within,  coincided  with  each 
otdierj  I  moved  on  agreeably  to  what  I  felt ;  and 
by  reading  th^  fcriptures  and  thefe  books  I  got 
that  knowledge  and  iatiafa6lion,  and  thofe  helps, 
in  the  troubled  flale  I  then  was  in,  that  I  never 
got  from  any  preacher,  go  where  I  would;  for  I 
was  finking  under  a  fcnfe  of  God's  wrath  and 
6xc  difpleafurc ;  therefore  they,  who  had  never 
iclt  thefe  things»  were  of  uo  yfe  to  me,  for  he  that 
knows  nothing  of  a  wounded  fpirit  can  never 
^ak  to  the  feelings  of  one  that  God  hath  qqick# 
ened.  But  your  boo^s  ddcribed  my  cafe }  there* 
fore  we  were  well  agreed;  and  I  believe  that 
thofe  who  read  and  then  rejed  them  know  litde 
or  nothing  about  the  matter.  However,  herein 
I  am  of  David's  mind,  "  Let  them  curfe,  but  Uefs 
thou,*'  Fialm  cix.  fi8;  and  I  have  caufe  to  ble& 
the  Almighty  that  I  ever  faw  them.  I  feklom 
went  to  ^y  other  place  of  worfhip  than  the  cista* 
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bliflinient ;  and>  whenever  I  did,  I  got  no  more 
fatisfadlion  in  hearing  the  difTenters  than  the  mi^ 
nifter  I  attended  in  the  churchy  for  in  both  places 
there  wai  a  famine^  for  want  of  the  bread  of  life; 
My  diftrefs  was  great,  feeling  the  loft  and  periih* 
ing  condition  I  was  in ;  and  what  I  wanted  to 
hear  was,  how  fuch  an  one  as  I  could  be  fa?ed  ;* 
but  Chrift  was  not  fet  forth  as  the  Saviour  of  the 
loft,  fo  that  what  I  heard  oftener  increafed  my 
burden  than  lightened  it,  for  fuch  legal  preach* 
ing  only  makes  the  heart  of  the  righteous  fad^  by 
putting  darknefs  for  light,  and  light  for  darknds^ 
There  was  no  cafling  up,  nor  preparing  the  way, 
nor  removing  the   ftumbling-blocks,    as  God 
hath  commanded,  Ifa*  Ivii.  14.    I  was  like  the 
woman  with  the  liTue  of  blood,  who  had  fufiered 
many  things  of  many  phyHcians,  and  had  fpent 
^11  that  (he  had,  and  was  nothing  bettered,  but 
rather  grew  worfe,  Mark  v.  26.      When  I  heard 
a  text  read  I  frequently  thought  there  was  ibmo- 
thing  contained  in  the  words  fuitable  to  wp  j  and^ 
if  it  was  exprcflive  of  diftrefs  zx\d  trouble,  then 
my  expectations  were  raifed  very  high,  hopipg  to 
hear  fomething  to  do  me  good ;  as  1  was  waiting 
to  ftcp  in  if  the  waters  were  troubled,  Jer.  v.  7; 
but,  alas  t  alas !  -my  expectations  were  out  ofi^ 
and  I  was  left  finking  in  my  troubles  far  enough 
below  any  thing  that  I  heard  touched  upon. 
Sometimes  I  returned  home  quarrelling  with  the 
minifier^  being  vexed  in  my  Ipirit ;  at  other  times 
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I  came  away  dillrefled  beyond  meafure^  writing 
bitter  things  againft  royfelfj  and  thought  furely 
the  fault  was  altogether  in  roe  i  and  I  was  iinkr 
ing  under  a  burden  alinoft  too  heavy  for  me  to 
bear^  for  truly  it  was  grievous,  a  long  firing  of 
duties  being  pointed  outj  but  no  leading  x)f  the 
mind  to  Chrifi-,  upon  whom  help  is  laid,  and 
where  alone  firength  is  to  be  found.  Thefe  things 
bowed  down  my  foul ;  for  all  that  was  faid  in 
general  feemed  to  make  againft  me,  and  nothing 
was  brought  forth  that  I  could  take  hold  of,  or 
that  gave  me  any  help  in  the  way.  **  Can  that 
Vvhich  is  unfavoury  be  eaten  without  fait  V*  Job 
vi.  6 ;  f <  Or  doth  the  wild  afs  bray  when  he  hath 
grafs;  or  lowcth  the  ox  over  his  fodder?'*  Job 
ti.  5.  No ;  the  gofpel  trumpet  is  tabe  blown,  and 
the  promife  is,  that  they  {hall  come  who  arc  ' 
ready  to  perilh.  It  is  the  outcafts  which  are  to 
be  gathered  in ;  and  none  are  capable  of  inviting 
thefe  guefts  but  they  who  are  appointed  to  it  by 
God  himfelf.  It  is  a  faithful  witnefs  that  delivers 
fouls,  and  *'  the  tefiimony  of  Jefus#is  the  fpirit  of 
prophecy  ;**  therefore  he  that  is  defiitute  of  thefe 
things  is  not  made  infirumental  in  bringing  fouls 
to  Chriii  There  is  no  life,  therefore  no  power; 
it  is  the  fpirit  that  quickeneth ;  i^  To  the  law  and 
to  the  teftimony :  i(  they  fpeak  not  according  to 
this  word,  it  is  becaufe  there  is  no  light  in  them,'' 
Ifa.  viii,  £0  s  I  long  fpent  money  for  that  which 
was  not  bread,  an4  ray  labour  fonthat  which  fa- 
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tisfieth  not,  Ifa.  Iv.  S;  but  this  has  been,  ^od 
ftill  is^  of  great  ufe  to  me ;  for  by  it  God  ihewed 
xpe  the  infufficiency  of  a  form  of  godlinefs  with* 
out  the  power,  and  he  threw  down  all  my  fandy 
foundations  upon  which  I  was  wont  to  boild  i 

and  himfelf  led  me  in  a  right  way^  that  he  might 

• 

bring  me  to  a  city  of  habitation.  And^  as  foon 
as  it  pleafed  God  to  bring  me  to  hear  the  truth, 
I  forfook  them  altogether,  having  had  enough 
of  it.  The  wife  man  tells  us,  ^^  to  forfake  the 
fooli(h  and  live,  and  go  in  the  way  of  uoder- 
Uanding,**^Prov.  ix.  6.  And  Chrift  fays,  **  My 
iheep  hear  my  voice,  and  I  know  them,  and  they 
follow  me ;  but  a  ftranger  will  they  not  follow, 
but  will  flee  from  htm,  for  they  Imow  not  the 
voice  of  ftrangers/'  Jer.  x.  15.  And  fo  I  have 
found  it  many  times,  when  I  have  gone  to  heat 
different  miniilers,  for  the  gofpel  which  I  had  re* 
ceived  was  not  like  what  they  taught ;  tlierefore^ 
what  I  have  gone  through  has  been  of  great  ufe 
to  me  in  this  refpeft,  that  I  can  now  fee  the 
foundation  upon  which  numbers  build,  and 
where  they  fland;  •nd  I  know  that  they  are 
refiing  Ihort  of  the  promife ;  for  what  God  has 
taught  me  has  been  to  bring  me  oiF  from  fuch  a 
religion  as  they  are  in  poflefSon  of.  And  it  has 
grieved  me  much,  when  I.  have  gone  at  times  to 
hear  what  is  called  the  gofpel,  to  fee  whole  con- 
gregations fet  down  fliort  of  the  kingdom ;  and  I 
have  thought  ef  the  Saviour's  words,  *«  Wo  vnta 
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jfou,  for  ye  are  as  grates  that  appear  not^  and  the 
men  that  walk  over  them  are  not  aware  of  them/' 
Loke  HI.  44.     And  I  know  tliat  they  are  not 

• 

aware  of  the  deception,  for  I  have  feen  many  ele- 
vated with  a  difcourfe  which  has  grieved  me  to 
the  heart*  But  I  have  always  found  that,  if  « 
word  be  fpoken  againft  fuch  preachingi  the  peo- 
ple are  angry,  and  fuch  refufe  to  come  in  ;  **  The 
prophets  prophefy  falfely,  and  the  priefts  bear 
rule  by  their  means,  and  my  people  love  to  have 
it  fo;  and  what  will  ye  do  in  the  end  thereof? 
Jer.  V.  SI.  Why  our  Lord  fays,  "  If  the  blind 
lead  the  blind,  both  ihall  fall  into  the  ditch,** 
Matt.  XV.  14.  God  is  a  fovereign;  and  the 
fcriptures  inform  us  that  with  him  is  (Irength 
and  wifdom ;  •«  the  deceived  and  the  deceiver  are 
his,'*  Job  xiL  16. 

A  few  months  before  I  was  out  of  my  time  I 
was  one  day  (landing  at  my  work,  very  difconfo- 
late  and  much  caft  down,  being  in  great  diftrefs 
about  my  eternal  flate,  and  thinking  that  I  ihould 
foon  be'  removed  from  the  lituation  I  was  then 
in,  but  to  what  part  of  the  world  I  ihould  be 
j9  tofled  I  knew  not ;  but  I  pictured  things  out  to 

myfelf  as  dreadful  as  my  imagination  could  paint 
them :  and,  wbilft  I  flood  pondering  over  this 
gloomy  fubjeA,  this  fcripture  came  upon' my 
mind  as  powerfully  as  though  a  voice  bad  fpoken 
it  to  me,  ^*  And,  behold,  I  am  ^  with  thee,  and 
will  keep  thee  in  all  places  whither  thou  goeilj^ 
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ftod  will  bring  thee  again,  into  this  land,  for  T 

will  not  leave  thee  until  I  have  done  that  which 

I  have  fpoken  to  thee  of,"  Gen  xxviii,  15.    I. 

found  fuch  a  change  in  my  feelings,  and  fuch  an 

heavy  burden  w^id  taken  from  me,  that  I  knew 

not  what  to  think  of  it  $  I  was  like  the  child 

SamueL    It  is  faid  of  him,  ^'  Now  Samuel  did 

not  yet  know  the  Lord,  neither  was  the  word  of 

the  Lord  yet  revealed  unto  him,"  1  Sam.  iii.  7 ; 

I  felt  the  power,  though,  like  Peter,  I  *<  wiii  not 

that  it  was  true  which  was  done  by  the  angel,'* 

Acts  xii.  g.    But  I  felt  very  comfortably  and  • 

was  much  relieved  from  my  diftrefs;  and  this. 

kind  promife  has  been  fulfilled  to  me,  as  will 

be  IhcWn  as  I  proceed  with  the  narrative.  When 

I  was  out  of  my  apprenticelhip  I  wiflied  much  to 

go  to  London,  having  a  great  defire  to  hear  you : 

but  I  had  no  profpecSt  of  being  able  to  accomplilh 

this.     Afterwards  I  engaged  myfelf  to  a  gentle* 

man  in  the  country,  who  did  not  immediately 

want  me ;  fo  that  a  door  feemed  now  open  in 

providence  for  me  to  go  to  town,  where  I  fiayed 

for  two  months.     '^  The  defire  of  the  righteous 

ihall  be  granted/'  Prov.  x.  24  ;  and  the  Lord  was  |k 

with  me  as  he  had  promifed.     I  came  to  Prori* 

dence  Chapel  on  the  Sunday  morning,  and  you 

preached  from  thele  words^  *^  If  ye  were  Abra* 

ham's  children,  ye  would  do  the  works  of  Abra* 

bam,"  Jer.  viiL  39*    The  works  you  fpoke  of 

were,  fuch  as  I  had  never  heard  from  any  pulpifi 
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yet  I  knew  they  were  the  things  I  had  long 
wanted  to  hear :  and,  though  fome  things  made 
againfi  me,  yet  there  were  others  that  were  fuit- 
able ;  and  I  felt  my  heart  move  in  afTeftion  to- 
wards you  in  fuch  a  way  as  I  never  had  done  be* 
fore  to  any  preacher  living.  I  was  quite  amazed, 
and  marvelled  greatly,  to  hear  you  bring  forth  my 
feelings  as  you  did ;  I  was  like  Manoah  and  his 
vife  when  the  angel  appeared  to  them  j  '*  and 
the  angel  did  wbnderously,  and  Manoah  and  bis 
wife  looked  on/*  Judges  xiii.  19.  I  attended 
every  time  you  preached,  both  at  Providence  and. 
Monkwell  Street  meeting,  and  often  heard  things 
which  I  did  not  underfland,  as  the  experience  you 
brought  forth  was  far  beyond  any  thing  which  I 
had  attained  to«.  But,  when  you  fpake  of  trouble 
and  diftrefs,  I  underftood  that  part,  and  many 
times  got  a  help  by  the  way ;  fo  that,  as  Paul 
fays  to  the  Corinthians,  I  acknowledged  you  in 
part,  2  Cor.  i.  14 ;  and  I  believe  I  ihall  acknow- 
ledge you  even  to  the  end.  For  fome  weeks  after 
I  firft  heard  you  1  was  forely  diftrefled,  for  you 
ftript  me  of  a  good  deal  of  my  religion,  as  I  had 
pleiity  about  me  of  what  the  prophet  calls  un- 
tcmpered  morter;  and  your  preaching  difcovered 
to  roc  the  worthlcflTnefs  of  the  greateft  part  of  my 
profeffion.  I  had  been  daubed  over  with  untem- 
pered  morter,  and  the  Lord  made  ufe  of  your 
miniflry  to  throw  down  this  work.  One  nighty 
IS  I  was  hearing  you  preach  at  Monk  well  Street,:^ 


(  ♦i  ) 

God  rent  ibb  wall,  as  himfelf  bath  faidi  '^  I  wit! 
rend  it  with  a  ftormy  wind  in  my  fury/'  Ezek, 
xiii.  IS ;  and  down  I  went,  and  from  the  Tuefday 
evening  until  the  Sunday  following  wasdifireiTed 
indeed.     **  So  will  I  break  down  the  wall  that 
ye     have    daubed    with    untcmpered     morter> 
and  bring  it  down  to  the  ground,  fo  that  the 
foundation  thereof  fhall  be   difcovered,  and  it 
fhall  fall/*  Ezek.  xiii.  14 :  and  fo  it  was  with  me; 
and  the  Lord  fulfilled  his  own  word,  which  fays, 
"  Thus  will  I  accomplifli  my  wrath  upon  the 
wall,  and  upon  them  that  have  daubed  it  with 
untempered  morter,  and  will  fay  unto  you,  the 
wall  is  no  more,  neither  they  that  daubed  it/* 
Ezek.  xiii.  15.     And  fo  it  came  to  pais;  for  on 
the  Sunday  morning  I  came  to  Chapel,  bowed 
down  with  an  expe6lation  that  I  fhould  moft 
furely  be  cut  off:  but  oh  no !  this  fiorm  was  not 
intended  to  deftroy,  but  to  ftfip  me  of  that  which 
was  better  loft  than  found.     You  preached  that 
morning  from  thefe  words,  "  And,  though  the 
Lord  give  you  the  bread  of  adverfity,  and  the 
water  of  afBi6iion,  yet  (hall  not  thy  teachers  be 
removed  into  a  comer  any  more,  but  thine  eyes 
ihall  fee  thy  teachers,  and  thine  ears  ihall  hear  a 
word  behind  thee,  faying,  this  is  the  way,  walk 
ye  in  it,  when  ye  turn  to  the  right  hand,  and 
when  ye  turn  to  the  left,**  Ifa.  xxxi  20, 21.    On 
hearing  the  words  my  heart  revived ;  and  as  you 
went  on  fpeaking  from  them  it  was  much  blefled 
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to  tne^  for  I  underftood  what  you  (aid  ttpoti  the 
tMHcad  of  adverfity  and  water  of  alBidion^  and 
God  opened  my  eyes  to  fee  my  teacher^  and  my 
ears  to  hear  bis  wordy  according,  to  the  promife, 
*^  Thy  teachers  ihali  not  be  removed  into  a  comer 
any  more  :'*  and,  blelled  be  his  name,  they  have 
not  I  for  mine  eyes  have  feen  my  teachers  from 
that  day  to  this.  After  hearing  yon  I  went  no 
more  among  profeflbrs  of  any  defcription ;  but^ 
as  God  has  enabled  me^  I  have  abode  faft  by  the 
trathi  and  gone  according  to  that  light  and  judg- 
ment which  he  has  given  roe  to  this  day.  It  wat 
about  two  or  three  Sundays  after  this  that  I  heard 
you  preach  from  Ffalm  ^ci.  3;  when  I  re^ 
ceived  that  comfort  I  have  before  mentioned,  re- 
fpe£ling  my  not  having  committed  the  unpardoh^ 
able  fin.  During  my  flay  in  town  I  heard  yota 
preach  feveral  other  difcourfes,  from  which  I  re^ 
ceived  a  good  deal  of  encouragement.  *^  My 
word,"  faith  tlie  Lord,  "  fhall  not  return  void.** 

My  time  being  expired,  I  was  obliged  to  re- 
turn to  my  fituation  in  the  country,  though  veiy 
re1u£tantly.  During  my  flay  at  that  place  I  fpent 
my  fabbath*s  alone>  for  the  profefTors  were  of  that 
fort  with  whom  I  felt  no  union;  therefore  I 
wifhed  for  no  confederacy,  but  flood  aloof  from 
ally  waiting  upon  God,  and  reading  the  fcriptures 
and  fome  part  of  your  books;  and  I  found  the  pre* 
fence  of  the  Lord  with  me.  After  J  had  been  at  this 
place  about  eight  months  I  vms  obliged  to  leave 
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it,  the  perfon  in  whofe  employment  I  wAs  having 
no  further  occafion  for  me.    This  man  pretended 
a  ^reat  deal  of  friendlhip  towards  me ;  "  His 
words  were  fmoother  than  butter,  but  war  was  in 
his  heart,' •  Pfalm  Iv.  2 1 ;   for  fecretly  he  did  me 
all  the  injury  he  could;  and  I  think  I  may  fay  of 
him  what  Jofeph  faid  to  his  brethren,  •*  But,  M 
*for  you,  ye  thought  evil  againft  me,  but  God 
meant  it  unto  good,**  Gen.  1.  SO;    and  fo  it 
proved.     I  very  foon  obtained  another  fituation, 
and  at  the  time  appointed  went  to  it ;  the  mom-« 
ing  I  fet  off  I  had  twenty-five  miles  to  walk,  and 
in  my  way -was  greatly  fatigued  in  body,  mucff 
cafi  down  in  miod,  and  was  in  great  bittemefs  o( 
foul ;  for  the  adverfary  fet  before  me  all  things  in 
as  gloomy  a  light  as  pdfCble,  and  provoked  ro^ 
fore  and  made  me  to  fret,  1  Sam.  i.  6.    In  thi* 
dilemma  I  turned  afide  into  k  field,  and  fat  down 
under  a  hedge,  and  prayed  unto  the  Lord,  and 
wept  fore,   1  Sam.  i.  10.     Whilft  I  fat  down  I 
took  fome  refreibment,  bleifed  the  Lord  for  what 
I  had|  and  thanked  him  that  he  had  helped  me 
thus  lar.     Whilft  I  fat  in  this  place  I  felt. a  melt- 
ing, ibftening  frame  come  over  me,  and  was  very 
much  relieved  from  my  difirefs:    I  think  I  may 
fay  of  this  field  as  Jacob  did  when  he  was  going 
to  Padan-aram,  and  lighted  upon  a  certain  place^ 
where  he  tarried  all  night,  and  God  appeared  to 
him  in  a  dream,  and  when  he  awoke  he  faidi 
**  Surely  the  Lord  is  in  this  placci  and  I  knew  it 
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bot/*  Gen.  jocvlii.  Iff.  I  rofe  up  from  my  places 
thanked  God  for  his  mercies,  and  then  journeyed 
forward  :  but  the  iituation  in  which  I  was  now 
placed  was  by  no  means  agi^eeable  to  me  in  this 
my  difireffcd  flat«  of  mind>  therefore  I  foon  re^ 
turned  to  Leicelier,  where  I  had  a  great  deiire  to 
fiop^  if  it  was  the  will  of  God ;  and  I  was  the 

4 

more  anxious,  becaufe  a  few  people  met  together  * 
for  prayer,  the  reading  of  the  fcriptures  and  your 
works,  with  whom  I  felt  union  of  heart;  and 
the  thoughts  of  being  feparated  from  them  grieved 
me  much^  After  waiting  for  fome  time,  however^ 
and  no  way  opening  for  mc  to  relide  there,  at 
length  I  engaged  myfelf  to  go  more  than  thirty 
miles  diflant:  this  I  did  with  very  great  relui^ance^ 
as  the  thoughts  of  being  removed  troubled  me  not 
a  little.  Being  one  morning  in  great  diilrefs 
about  it>  I  went  in  prayer  to  the  Lord>  and 
poured  out  my  complaint  before  him,  fhewing 
him  all  my  trouble^  Pfalm  cxlii.  S  ;  and  making 
all  my  requeft  known ;  and  I  humbly  entreated 
0f  him  this  favour, — that,  if  it  was  his  moft  bleifed 
will,  I  might  not  be  removed  from  hence,  but 
that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  provide  for  me  in 
the  way  that  feemed  good  unto  him ;  as  he  knew 
my  heart,  and  that  the  only  reafon  why  I  defired 
to  ftay  was,  that  I. might  have  an  opportunity  of 
meeting  with  thofe  who  feared  his  name^  (whictv 
I  had  long  been  deprived  of)  and  how  much  I 
had  fufiered  in  other  places  on  that  account.  Tbef 
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good  Lord  condefcendcd  to  hear  my  jTetition, 
and  on  that  very  day  a  lituation  was  provided 
for  jne,  my'  former  engagement  broken  off,  and 
God  fixed  me  in  the  place  where  I  folicited^.  and 
^here  he  has  kept  roe  to  this  day ;  and  the  pro- 
mife  he  gave  me  before  my  firft  removal  was  ful- 
filled ;  the  Lord  was  with  me,  and  kept  me  in  all 
places  whither  1  went :  he  was  with  me  in  Lon- 
don; he  was  with  me  when  I  waited  upon  him^ 
and  fpent  my  fabbaths  atone ;  he  was  with  me 
and  blelTed  me  under  the  hedge;  and  he  has  ne- 
ver left  me,  but  brought  me  again  into  this 
land !  "  O  how  great  is  thy  goodnefs,  which 
thou  haft  laid  up  for  them  that  fear  tbeef 
Pfalm  xxxi.  IQ.  *^If  we  alk  any  thing  accord- 
ing to  his  willi  he  beareth  us;  and>  if  we  know 
that  he  l^ear  us^  whatfoever  we  aik^  we  know  that 
we  have  the  petitions  that  wc  defired.of  him," 
1  John  V.  14,  15.  And  how  fwcet  and  acceptable 
is  every  thing  that,  is  much  wanted,  and  comes  in 
anfwer  to  earneft  prayer !  "  Before  they  call  I 
will  anfwer,  and  while  they  are  yet  fpeakih^I 
will  hear/*  Ifa.  Ixv.  S4,  This  endears  the  Lord 
to  us;  "Whofo  is  wife  and  will  abferve  thefe 
things,  even  he  Ihall  underftand  the  lovingkind- 
nefs  of  Jhe  Lord,'*  Pfalm  cvii.  43. 

A  few  months  after  this  affair,  in  the  year 
1 800,  a  way  was  opened  for  me,  and  I  got  fettled 
in  bufincfs ;  and  for  a  long  time  every  thing  I 
engaged  in  went  on  as  profperoufly  as  could  be 
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defire^.  Neverthelefs,  my  ruined  and  loft  ftate  was 
my  meditation  day  and  night,  which  brought  me 
down  very  low,  and  my  diftrefs  kept  increaling 
upon  me ;  my  natural  firength  was  much  abated, 
and  extreme  weaknefs  of  body,  fuccecdedj  for 
the  arrows  of  God  ftuck  faft  in  me,  and  his  hand 
preffed  me  fore,  therefore  I  was  feeble  and  fore 
broken,  Pfalm  xxxviii.  S  and  8.      In  the  month 
of  November  you  came  down  to  Leicefter,  and  I 
heard  you  preach  from  thefe  words,    *'Thou, 
which  haft  (hewed  me  great  and  fore  troubles, 
{halt  quicken  me  again,  and  (halt  bring  me  up 
again  from  the  depths  of  the  earth  s  thou  ihalt  in* 
creafe  my  greitnefs,  and  comfort  me  on  every 
fide,  Pfalm  Ixxi.  20,  SI.  Never  was  any  thing  more 
fuitable  to  any  one  than  this  difcourfe  to  me  in 
my'  then  diftreffed  ftate  of  mind ;  the  ftings  you 
brought  forth  were  what  I  had  felt,  and  I  was  a 
good  deal  relieved  from  the  bnrden  I  had  long 
laboured  under,  and  felt  encouragement  to  hope 
that  he  which  had  begun  his  good  work  in  me 
v^uld  carry  it  on ;  f6r,  although  I  was  in  fuch  a 
ftate  of  confufion  that  I  could  make  nothing  of 
myfelf,  yet,  as  you  went  on  with  your  difcourfe, 
I  could  fee  that  it  was  God*sgood  work,  and  I  was 
greatly  helped,  and  for  fome  time  not  fo  much 
bowed  down  as  heretofore ;  but  after  a  while  I 
not  only  got  back  to  my  old  place  of  darknefs, 
confufion  and  mifery,  but  funk  lower  than  ever ; 
till,  like  Job,  my  foul  was  weary  of  my  life,  and 
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I  went  mourning  by  reafon  of  the  difquietnefs  of 
my  heart.  This  increafed  my  weaknefs  fo  faff, 
that  I  foon  was  in  fuch  a  debilitated  flate  as  to 
lie  apprehenfive  it  might  terminate  in  my  diflblu- 
lion ;  and  I  was  much  caft  down,  through  the 
fear  of  death  and  judgment  to  come,'  My  fins 
were  fet  in  order  before  me,  and  God  appeared  as 
a  fwift  wltnefs  again  ft  me.  "The  forrows  of 
death  compaffed  me,  and  the  pains  of  hell  got 
hold  upon  me ;  I  found  trouble  and  forrow,  then 
trailed  I  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord ;  O  Lord,  I 
befcech  thee,  deliver  my  foul,**  Pfalra  cxvi.  3,  4. 
I  had  no  reft  in  my  bones  becaufe  of  my  fin, 
Pfalm  xxxviii.  3.  Thtf  caul  of  my  heart  was 
rent,  and  I  went  in  heavinefs,  meditating  terror, 
"  for  the  ar^:ows  of  the  Almighty  were  within  me, 
the  poifon  whereof  drank  up  -my  Ipirits,**  Job 
vi.  4.  God  made  inquifition  for  blood,  and  I 
knew  that  I  was  out  of  the  city  of  refuge.  Numb. 
XXXV.  6.  And  the  avenger  of  blood  was  behind 
me  ;  fhould  death  cut  me  off,  as  the  tfee  falls  fo  A 
lies :  I  was  fenfible  that  where  death  left  mc 
judgment  would  find  me;  and,  if  I  died  in  {he 
ftale  I  was  then  in,  all  would  be  loft  for  ever, 
and  I  fhould  be  **  punifhed  with  everlafting  de- 
llru(5tion  from  the  prefencc  of  the  Lord,  and  from 
the  glory  of  his  power,**  2  Thcff.  i.  9.  Thefc 
things  were  fo  weighty,  that  I  felt  myfelf  incapa- 
ble of  tranfadling  bufinefs,  my  mind  being  wholly 
engaged   about  tJiem ;  and  in  that  difconfolatc 
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Gate  I  could  pay  but  little  attention  to  fublunaiy 
things ;  '<  For  what  is  a  man  advantaged  if  he 
gain  the  whole  worldj  and  lofe  himfelf^  or  be  cad 
away?"  Luke  ix.  25.  Many  paflages  of  fcrijj- 
ture,  which  feemed  to  make  againfi  me,  laid  with 
Tery  great  weight  upon  my  mind  ;  and,  amongft 
many  others,  I  often  thought  of  the  friiitlefs  cries 
of  Efau,  and  frequently  wept  when  thinking  I 
ihould  be  like  him :  the  words  alfo  of  our  Lord 
were  very  cutting  to  me,  **  Every  plant  that  my 
heavenly  father  hath  not  planted  fhall  be^  rooted 
up,'*  Matt.  XV.  13.  Thus  my  way  was  hedged 
up,  and  fear  was  on  every  fide  i  for,  look  which 
way  I  would,  there  was  no  reft  for  the  fole.of  my 
foot;  my  life  hung  in^oubt;  and  I  was  filled 
with  flavifh  and  tormenting  fear  night  and  day, 
fo  that  in  the  morning  the  language  of  my  htstrt 
was,  *  Would  God  it  were  even,'  and  at  even  I 
faid,  *  Would  God  it  tvere  morning,'  for  my  fin 
was  ever  before  me ;  and  I  found,  as  Paul  fays, 
^hat  deftruAion  and  mifery  are  in  all  the  finners 
ways,  and  the  way  of  peace  have  they  not  known, 
Rom.  iii.  Iff,  17-  I  was  bowed  down  under  the 
guilt  x)f  fin,  attd  a  fenfe  of  Grod*s  wrath.  The 
heavens  revealed  my  iniquity,  and  ''  I  remem- 
bered God  and  was  troubled ;  I  complained  and 
my  fpirit  was  overwhelmed,'*  Pfalm  Ixxvii.  S* 
So,  that,  as  Job  fays,  my  words  were  fwallowed 
^Pf  Job.  vi.  3 ;  &nd  I  had  forrow  in  my  heart 
daily;  for  God,  confcience,  the  fcripture,  law. 
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and  gofpel,  all  appeared  to  be  againft  me,  for  day 
and  night  his  hand  was  heavy  upon  me  ;  and  fo 
diftreffed  was  !»  that  my  days  were  forrow,  my 
\  travail  grief^  and  my  heart  took  not  xefi  in  the 
lygbt^  EccL  ii.  3S.  I  funk  in  the  deep  mire^ 
where<  there  was  no  (landing ;  and,  being  in  this 
perilous  conditicm,  I  haftened  my  efcape  from  the 
ftormy  witid  and  tempeft,  Ffalm  Iv.  8,  "  The 
captive  exile  hafteneth  that  he  may  be  loofed, 
and  that  he  fhould  not  die  in  the  pit,  nor  that  his 
*bread  ihould  fail,^  lik.  li.  14.  My  life  was  quite 
a  bur^f  n  to  me^  for  I  had  no  fatisfa6iion  in  any 
thing  beneath  the  fun ;  and  the  comforter,  which 
fhould  relieve  my  foul,  was  far  from  me,  Lam.  i.. 
16.  And  fo  diftreflbd  was  I,  that  for  fome  time 
flccp  almoll  departed  from  me ;  **  Thau  holdeft 
mine  eyes  waking,"  laith.  the  Pfalmift,  Pfalm 
Ixxvii.  4,  I  ufcd  to  think  of,  and  long  for,  the 
experience  of  thcfe  words,  every  night  when  I 
retired  to  bed,  "  Thou  (halt  lie  down,  and  none 
Ihall  make  thee  afraid,"  Job  xi.  19.  But,  fo  far 
was  I  from  this,  that  I  was  full  of  fear ;  my  fore 
ran  in  the  night,  and  ceafed  not ;  for,  as  Job  fays, 
**  When  I  confidcr  I  am  afraid  of  him,''  Job 
xxiii,  15.  This  my  diftreffed  ftate  of  mind 
brought  me  down  fo  low,  that  I  was  almoft  worn 
out  with  trouble  J  "  The  fpirit  of  a  man  will  fuf- 
tain  his  infirmity,  but  a  wounded  fpirit  who  can 
bear?  Prov.  xviii.  14;  and  in  fuch  a  weak. and 
fecbbc  flate  of  bod v,  that  I  was  under  the'nccef- 
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fity  of  having  medical  afliftance.  But  the  phy- 
ficians  knew  no  more  of  my  difeafe  than  I  under- 
flood  of  their  medicine ;  fin  waa  the  malady^  and 
I  felt  its  dreadful  efifed^s ;  this  fretting  leprofy  was 
broke  out  in  every  part ;  fo  that,  as  the  prophet 
fays,  from  the  fole  of  the  foot  even  to  the  head 
there  is  no  foundnefs  in  it,  but  wounds,  bruifes, 
and  putrifying  fores;  the  whole  head  is  fick, 
and  the  whole  heart  faint;  and  none  but*the 
good  Samaritan,  which  is  Chrift  Jefus,  can  bind 
up  thefe  wounds:  he  is  anointed  '^  to  preach  the  * 
gofpel  to  the  poor,  to  heal  the  broken  h^rted, 
to  preach  deliverance  to  the  captives,  and  reco- 
vering of  fight  to  the  blind,  to  fet  at  liberty  them 
that  are  bruifed,**  Luke  iv.  18.  He  alone  can 
heal  a  wounded  fpirit,  as  it  is  written,  ^^  Come, 
and  let  us  return  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  hath  torn 
and  he  will  heal  us,  he  hath  fmitten  and  he  will 
bind  us  up ;  after  two  days  will  he  revive  us,  and 
the  third  day  he  will  raife  us  up,  and  we  fhall 
live  in  his  fight,*'  Hofea  vi.  I,  2.  But,  as  Chrifl 
fays,  "  No  man  can  come  to  me  except  the  father 
which  hath  fent  me  draw*  him  ;'*  knd  fo  I  found  - 
it ;  for  faith  in  him,  as  my  Saviour  and  redeemer, 
was  not  then  come;  I  could  no  more  believe 
than  I  could  create  a  world ;  but  was  *•  kept 
under  the  law,  fhut  up  unto  the  faith  which 
flfould  afterwards  be  revealed,"  Gal.  jii.  23; 
being  bound  in  the  prifon  houfe  of  unbelief, 
hardnefs  of  heart,  and  blind nefs  of  mind ;  and  it  is 
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the  Lord  alooe  that  can  lay  to  fuch  prifoners> 
"  Go  forth;  and  to  them  that  are  in  darknefs, 
fhew  yoiirfelvM."  Faith  in  him  fets  us  at  liberty 
from  this  prifon ;  and  it  is  his  own  power  that 
efiedis  this  work  of  feith ;  "  This  is  the  work  of 
God,  that  ye  believe  on  him  whom  he  hath  fent," 
John  vi.  ^g.  It  is  the  Holy  Spirit  that  muft 
£ift  melt  the  heart,  foften  the  ai&Aions,  work 
confidence  In  the  mind,  and  draw  the  foul  to 
hiro,  before  we  can  come  in  faith  and  affection. 
I  was  fo  gloomy  and  dejefted,  that  my  foul  was 
wear^  of  life,  and  my  chief  concern  was  to  know 
how  I  could  be  fared.  I  was  weary  and  heavy 
laden;  weary  of  working  for  life,  and  heavy 
laden  with  fin ;  and  wliether  God  would  fliew 
mercy  to  one  fo  vile  as  myfelf  I  could  not  tell. 
"  Lord,  if  thou  wilt,  thou  canft  make  me  clean." 
But  I  had  no  power  in  myfelf  to  come  to  him, 
"  No  man  ca  )  me,"  faith  the  Saviour, 

"  except  it  v  nto  hira  of  my  Father," 

John  vi.  65.  think  that  all  was  over 

witii  me,  ani  jid  not  obtain  mercy; 

and,  feeing  Ui  ft,  I  thought  it  was  but 

of  little  ufe  labouring  for  the  body,  as  I  had  no 
other  profpedl  before  rtfc  but  an  ciemity  of 
roifery  ;  therefore  I  left  my  btifinefs,  and  retired 
to  my  room,  to  fret  and  mourn  over  my  wretched 
fate.  In  this  melancholy  fiate  of  mind  I  fat  me 
down  in  a  chair,  with  as  heavy  a  load  as  ever  any 
poor  mortal  laboured  under.    1  pitied  mylclf,  en«- 
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vied  every  body,  and  heartily  wifhed  I  had  never 
been  born:  and  whilft  I  fat  in  this  aiiferable 
flate  thefe  words  came  upon  my  mind,  **  The 
whole  need  not  the  phyfician,  but  they  that  are 
fick/*  Then,  thought  I,  if  this  is  the  cafe,  furely 
I  am  one  that  is  lick  ;  for  I  am  lick  of  felf,  fick 
of  the  fervice  of  Satan,  lick  of  fin,  and  flck  of  the 
world  and  all  that  is  in  it :  I  feel  my  need  of  the 
Saviour ;  and  O  that  he  would  Ihew  mercy  to 
me !  This  fcripture  came  alfo  into  my  mind,  ^*  I 
came  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  finners  to  re* 
pentance.*'  Then,  faid  I,  I  am  a  finner  irlflecd, 
and  have  deftroyed  my  felf ;  and,  as  Qirift  came 
to  feek  and  fave  the  loft,  I  will  call  upon  his  name 
once  more,  and  confefs  my  faults  before  him. 
While  doing  this  thefe  words  came  fwectly  into 
my  mind,  "  Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled,  yc^be- 
lievein  God,  believe  alfo  in  me,"  John  xiv.  1.  I 
felt  a  little  relief,  rofe  oif  my  knees,  and  fat  down 
to  meditate  upon  the  words.  "  Believe  alfo  in 
me,"  kept  rolling  over  my  mind,  and  I  was  led 
out  to  look  to  Chrift,  as  the  mediator  and  faviour 
of  the  loft  ;  1  felt  that  hardnefs  of  heart  ^nd  def- 
perate  rebellion,  under  which  I  had  labpured  fo 
long,  in  a  meafiire  to  ^e  way,  and  a  hope  rife 
up  in  my  foul  that  the  Lord  would,  fooner  or 
later,  have  mercy  upon  me,  I  fenfibly  found  a 
burden  taken  oft'  me  ;  and,  inftead  of  giving  all 
up  for  k  ft,  I  felt  encouragement  to  keep  on  feek-^ 
ing  him,  from  wb.cin  J  had  deeply  rcvoltpd. 
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.  -Sotne  time  after  this,  being  ordered  to  the 
fea»  I  purpofed,  in  my  way  to  Brighton,  to  ftop 
in  town  to  hear  you ;  but,  npon  my  arrival,  find* 
ing  you  was  gone  to  Lewes,  I  journeyed  for- 
ward, and  the  next  day  arrived  there^  and  that 
very  night  heard  you  pr^ch  from  thefe  wor^s, 
^^  And  the  Lord  was  with  Judab»  and  he  drave. 
out  the  inhal)itants  of  tHe  mountains^  but  could 
not  drive  out  the  inhabitaiUs  of  the  valley,  fae-t 
caufe  they  had  chariots  of  iron,'*  Judges  i.  19« 
This  difcourfe  was  much  bleffed  to  me>  and  did 
me  more  good  than  all  the  medicine  I  had  taken. 
It  is  hope  being  deferred  that  makes  the  heart 
iick ;  but,  when  the  defire  coihetb^  it  is  a  tree  of 
life.  I  was  fweetly  refrefhed,  my  hope  being 
Hrengthened  and  my  faith  increafedL  I  had  in«^ 
deed  been  brought  low,  but  the  Lord  helped  vnt; 
and  1  received  that  hope. and  fatia/^ion  which  I 
never  entirely  loft  fight  of  again  ;  "  Whatfoevcr 
God  doeth  it  (hall  be  for  ever/'  £ccL  iii.  14*  I 
heard  you  again  the  Sunday  following  at  Lewes, 
and  one  evening  in  the  Barn  at  Ringmer  from  tHefe 
words,  **  He  that  goeth  forth  and  wccpeth,  bear-' 
ing  precious  feed,  ihall  doubtlefs  come  again  with 
rejoicing,  bringing  his  flteaves  with  him,'*  Pfalm 
cxxvi.  6.  And  here  I  got  another  help  in  the 
wayi  and  a  light  was  thrown  upon  my  path. 
The  Lord  will  give  flrength  to  his  people; 
"  They  go  from  fiVength  to  ftrcngth,  every  one 
of  them  in  Zion  appcareth  before  God,"   Pfalm 
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facxxir.  7>    In  my  way  home  I  heard  you  feveral 
times  in  London^^  from  which  I  reaped  great 
benefit^  and  returned  from  this  journeys  in  every 
fenfe  much  better.    The  loins  of  my  mind  were 
girt  up,  and  my  health  was  ronch  recovered, 
'^Thou  haft  turned  for  me  my  mourning  into  danc- 
ing/' faith  Davidi  *^  thou  haft  put  off  my  fack- 
clotb,  and  girded  me  with  gladnefs/'  Pfalm  xxx. 
>  1 .     And,  although  I  many  times  after  this  funk 
very  low,  and  was  much  caft  down,  yet  I  had  a 
hope  at  the  bottom  which  I  would  not  part  with 
for  all  the  world ;  though  it  was  feveral  years, 
from  my  firft  being  quickened  to  feel  my  loft 
flate,  before  I  was  brought  to  know  my  intereft 
in  the  dear  redeemer.     Neverthelefs,  as  faith  the 
prophet,  I  was  holpen  with  a  little  help,  and  the 
everlafting  arms  were  underneath  me  ;   and  the 
Lord  kept  me  cameftly  feeking  his  falvation,  un- 
til he  was  pleafed  to  caufe  me  to  return  to  my 
ftrong  hold  as  a  prifoner  of  hope,  and  my  eyes 
beheld  the  King  in  his  beauty.     *^  Being  con« 
fident  of  this .  very  thing,'*  fays  Paul,  "  that  he, 
which  hath  begun  a  good  work  in  you,  will 
perform  it  until  the  day  of  Jcfus  Chrift,*'  Philip. 
i.  ^*  • 

I  have  frequently  been  fweetly  refrefhed  in 
our  meeting  for  prayer,  and  reading  the  fcriptures 
and  your  works ;  being  comforted,  ftrcngthened, 
and  encouraged;  ''They  that  wait  upon  the 
Lord  fhall  renew  their  ftrengtb."    And,  although 
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tbid  way  of  meeting  together  has*  been;  and  ftilb 
is,  defpifed  by  many,  yet  I  have  reafon  to  rejoice, 
having  therein  received  much  good,  gnd  at  times 
found  him  whom  my  foul  loveth ;  "  Wherc-two 
or  three  are  gathered  together  in  my  name,  there 
am  I  in  the  midft  of  them/'  Matt,  xviii.  20.  Thc;^ 
Lord  hath  condefcended  to  meet  with  us ;  he  has 
owned,  honoured,  and  blelTed  us  i|[^th  his  pre- 
fence,  and  in  the  midfl  of  all  opp#Cition  has  ena* 
bled  us  to  Hand  faft,  and  to  contend  earaeftly  for 
the  faith.  And  this  work  and  this  counfel,  which 
I  believe  to  be  of  God,  all  our  opponents  have 
never  been  able  to  overthrow  ;  therefore  they  had 
better  defifl:  from  fuch  an  unholy  war,   "  left 
haply  they  be  found  even  to  fight  againft  God,** 
A<Sls  v.  S9^   I  embraced  every  opportunity  which 
offered  in  coming  to  town  to  hear  you  ;  and  when 
you  have  been  down  in  the  North  I  have  generally* 
attended  at  every  place  where  you  preached.  But 
to  enter  into  particulars,  by  giving  you  an  account 
of  each  time  and  place  where  God  has  blefled 
your  miniftry  to  me,  of  the  many  helps  by  the 
way,  attd  the  encouragement  and  ftrength  I  have 
received  in  hearing  you  at  different  times,  might 
appear  tedious  ;  fuffice  it  therefore  to  fay,  that  I 
never  came  up  to  London  to  hear  you,  nor  attended 
you  in  the  coimtry,  .without  receiving  fome  good, 
more  or  lefs ;  and  have  many  times  rejoiced  in 
hope  of  the  glory  of  God.     The  Lord's  word 
does  not  return  void,  but  acconiplifh  that  which 
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is  pleafing  to  him^  and  profpers  in  the  thing 
whereto  be  fends  it ;  ^^  He  confirmeth  the  Tvord 
of  his  £ervai||8j  and  performeth  the  counfel  of  his 
meflengers/'    Three  or  four  times,  when  I  came 
up  to  London  to  hear  you,  I  have  been  much  per« 
plexed,  forely  diArelled,  and  under  heavy  afflic- 
tions i  but  I  never  came  in  vain.  Once^  during  the 
time  I  was  %married  man,  when  no  one  I  think 
was  under  heather  trials  than  I  was>  which  my 
countenance    fully  proclaimed^  I    had   a  great 
defire  to  fpeak  to  you,  and  for  that  purpofe  went 
to  the  vcftry  at  Monkwell  jftrcet ;  but  when  I  faw 
you  I  iaid  nothing  about  my  trials  and  affliiSionSj 
though  you  afked  me  what  was  the  matter,  and 
the  caufe  of  my  looking  fo  ill.    The  truth  is,  they 
werfe  of  fo  complicated  a  nature,  and  from  fucb 
an  unexpet^led  quarter,  that  I  was  unwilling  to 
enter  into  the  fubje^.     I  have  often  found  that, 
when  under  the  heavieft  trials^  I  have  been  afraid 
to  fpeak  of  them,  not  knowing  how  the  matter 
would  end.     Perceiving  that  I  was  much  bowed 
down,  you  fpake  very  kindly  to  me,  though  I  came 
oat  of  the  veftry  with  a  heavy  heart,  ready  to  break 
with  trouble.     I  walked  about,  and  wept  much, 
having  great  forrow  in  my  heart ;  afterwards  I 
went  into  the  chapel,  and  you  preached  from 
thefe  words,  "  Out  of  the  mouth  of  babes  and 
fuckliogs  haft  thou  ordained  ftrength,  bdcaufe  of 
thine  enemies,  that  thou  mighteil  ilill  the  enemy 
and  the  avenger,*'  Pfalm  viii.  2.      What  I  heard 
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that  night  comforted  me  not  a  little^  as  yoa  de- 
fcribed  the  very  feelings  of  my  fouW  and  I  wa^ 
much  relieved  from  my  burden ;  "  A  gift  in  fecret 
pacifieth  anger,  and  a  reward  in  the.bofom 
ilrong  wrath/*  Prov.  xxi.  14.  And,  though  I 
was  troubled  on  every  fide,  yet  I  could  fee  that  I 
viras  not  forfaken  of  God,  but  my  hope  was 
ftrengthened  in  him,  that  he  woulcf  be  with  mc 
and  fupport  me ;  and  I  found  .him^  as  he  hath 
promifed,  a  prefent  help  in  trouble.  Unto  God 
1  committed  my  caufe,  and  waited  upon  himj 
watching  bis  hand  ;  the  Lord  fuftained  me ;  and^ 
though  the  trial  was  fharp,  yet  under  God  it 
worked  for  my  good,  and  has  been  of  great  ufe  to 
me  fince.  My  afBidlions  were  many,  but  the 
Ix>rd  in  his  own  time  delivered  me  out  of  them ; 
it  is  God  that  avengeth  me,  and  girdeth  me  with 
ftrength  ;  **  therefore  blefs  thou  the  Lord,  O  my 
foul,  and  forget  not  all  his  benefits." 

The  next  heavy  trial  was  the  divifion  that  toolL 
place  in  the  church.  After  we  had  met  together 
for  fome  years  herefy  crept  in  amongft  us.  Onefi- 
mus  came  with  his  airy  vifions,  and'  beguiled 
many  unftable  fouls  i  this  enemy  fowed  his  tares 
amongft  us,  and  then  went  his  way ;  but  after  his 
departure  the  leaven  which  was  communicated 
continued  to  ferment,  and  it  was  not  long  before 
it's  dreadful  effciSts  were-  feen,  as  many  amongft 
us  gave  heed  to  this  feducing  fpirit,  and  foon 
ihewed  that  they  were  fubvcrted  thereby ;  fo  that 
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.wc  found  it  to  be  as  Paul  fays,  *'  Alfo  of  5'our 
own  felve|^ihall  men  arife,  fpeaking  perverfe 
things,  to  draw  away  difciples  after  them,"  A6ts 
XX.  SO,  Some  withdrew,  and  fet  up  for  teachers, 
while  others  followed  after  them.  "  They  went  out 
from  us,  but  they  were  not  of  us,  for,  if  they  had 
been  of  us,  they  would  no  doubt  have  continued 
with  us ;  but  they  went  out,  that  they  might  be 
made  manifeft  that  they  were  not  all  of  us," 
1  John  ii.  19,  Howbcit,  though  many  were  taken 
with  his  wild  ind  extravagant  notions,  yet  not 
ftll  i  for  fome  flood  faft  in  the  truth  which  they 
had  received,  and  withftood  him,  tbough  he 
prated  againft  our  manner  of  worfliip  with  mali- 
cious words.  John  fays  that  he  had  no  greater 
joy  than  to  hear  that  his  children  walked  in 
truth  i  and  Paul  faith,  **  Now  we  live  if  ye  ftand 
faft  in  the  Lord,"  1  Theff.  ii.  8.  And  fome  were 
enabled  fo  to  do ;  for,  by  what  we  had  already 
experienced,  we  well  knew  that  our  way  of 
alTembling  together  was  approved  of  God,  and 
that  what  this  deceiver  brought  forth  was  not  ac- 
cording tg  the  gofpel  we  had  received^  The 
Lord  had  met  with  us  and  bleifed  us,  therefore 
we  knew  that  we  had  not  followed  cunning  de- 
vifed  fables.  An  outcry  was  raifed  againft  reading 
other  men*s  works,  and  preaching  in  general, 
without  making  any  diftindlion  between  right  and 
wrong;  in  fhort,  every  thing  was  found  fault 
with^  but  nothing  eftablifhed ;  much  >confulion 


( 
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wroughtj  an4  thb  greater  part  knew  not  for  what 

they  were  come  together ;  for  it  was  i^erly  im- 

poffible  to  know  what  was  aimed  at^  as  nothing 

but  wind  and  confulioa  was  brought  forth.     But 

fome^  who  were  like  the  Athenians  of  old,  always 

fond  of  either  telling  or  hearing  fome  new  thing, 

A6ts  xvii.  21,  were  much  charmed,  and  were  all 

alive;  and  it  was  amazing  lo  fee  how  this ilrange 

fire  fpread  itfelf  amongft  many ;  it  ferved  as  a  fan, 

by  which  the  floor  was  purged  :  when  the  chaiF 

is'blown  away  the  wheat  becomes  *nore  confoli- 

dated  together ;  "  There  muft  be  alfo  hcrelies 

among  you^  that  they  which  are  approv^  may 

be  made  manifeft,"   J  Cor.  xi.    I9.    There  arc 

fome,  Paul  fays,  which  received  not  the  love  of 

the  truth,  that  they  might  be-  faved;  "  And  for 

this  caufe  God  (hall  fend  them  ftrong  deluiions, 

that  they  Ihould  believe  a  lie,"  2  Theff.  ii.  11. 

They  that  cannot  endure  found  dodlrine,  after 

their  •  own    lufts  heap  to    themfclves   teachers, 

having  itching  ears ;  "  And  they  (hall  turn  away 

their  ears  from  the  truth,  and  Ihall  be  turned  unto 

fables,"  S  Tito.  iv.  4.    Some  there  ikre,  who  are 

ever  learning  and  never  able  to  come  to  the 

knowledge  of  the  truth ;  and  many  there  be  who,* 

when  they  hear,  receive  the  word  with  joy ;  "  and 

thefe  have  no  root,  which  for  a  while  believe,  and 

in  the  time  of  temptation  fall  away,"  Luke  viii. 

13.     When  men  are  puffed  up,  and  become  vain 

in  their   imagination^   their  foolifh '  hearts  are 
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foot!  darkened;  and,  when  onee  they  get  wife 
above  v^t  is  written,  God  foon  mikes  them 
fools  in  migion ;  '*  They  have  rejcftcd  the  word 
of  the  Lord,  and  what  wifdom  is  in  them  ?**  Jer. 
viii.  9«  Thefe  lack  moifture,  and  therefore 
wither;  *'  Evil  men  and  feducers  ihall  wax 
worfc  and  wprfe,  deceiving  and  being  deceived," 
S  Tim.  iii.  1 3.  Paul  fays,  *'  As  ye  have  tlrfHl^ 
fore  received  Christ  Jefus  the  Lord,  fo  walk  "ye*in 
him,**  Colofs.  ii.  6.  And  he  exhorts  us,  where- 
unto  we  have  attained,  to  walk  by  the  fame  rule 
and  mind  the  fame  thing.  When  this  wonder  of 
wondors  firil  appeared  I  begun  to  try  his  fpirit, 
whether  it  was  of  God ;  for  which  purpofe  I 
brought  what  he  advanced  to  the  teft  of  fcripture 
and  my  own  experience ;  and  I  perceived  that 
what  he  brought  forth  was  not  agreeable  either  to 
the  fcriptures,  or  what  God  had  taught  me,  mnd 
I  believed  he  was  an  utter  firanger  to  that  power 
in  which  the  kingdom  of  God  fiands.  Paul  fays, 
"  If  any  man  preach  any  other  gofpel  unto  you 
than  that  ye  have  received,  let  him  be  accurfed,*' 
Gal.  u  i)  ;  and  exhorts  us  not  to  give  heed  to  fe« 
ducing  fpirits,  for  by  them  the  minds  of  many  are 
corrupted  from  the  fimplicity  that  is  in  Chrift,  in 
the  fame  way  as  the  ferpent  beguiled  Eve  through 
his  fubtlety*  God  is  the  author  of  peace,  but  not 
of  fuch  confufion  as  this  man  brought  forth  ;  he 
erred,  not  knowing  the  power  of  God ;  *^  Who- 
foever  tranfgreiTeth,  and  abideth  not  in  the  doc- 
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trine  of  Chrift,  tath  not  God."    "  If  there  come 

•  ^  ^  ■ 

any  unto  you,  and  bring  not  this  dodtrine,  re* 
ceive  him  not  into  your  houfe^  neitfllr  bid  him 
God  fpeed/'  Go4^as  promifed  his  holy  Spirit  to 
guide  his  children  into  all  truth ;  *<  The  anointing 
vrhich  ye  have  received  of  him  abideth  in  you,  and 
ye  need  not  that  any  man  teach  you ;  but  as  the 
jamt.  anointing  teacheth  you  of  all  things,  and  is 
tra^^nd  is  no  lie,  and  even  as  it  hath  taught 
you,  ye  Ihall  abide  in  him,"  1  John  ii.  27.  *^  The 
foundation  of  God  flandeth  fure,  having  this  feal, 
the  Lord  knoweth  them  that  are  his/'  Paul  laid 
the  foundation  as  a  wife  mafter  buil^r^  and 
warns  every  man  to  take  heed  how  he  fouildeth 
thereupon ;  **  Now,  if  any  man  build  upon  this 
foundation,  gold,  iilver,  precious  ftones,  wood^ 
hay,  ftubble.*'  Here  are  two  forts  of  builders, 
artd  the  materials  are  very  different :  one  fort  the 

• 

fire  will  not  burn,  but  refine ;  the  other  will  be 
confumed  by  it.  Sharp  trials  difcover  many  that 
are  not  found  in  the  faith.'  It  is  one  thing  to  re- 
ceive the  knowledge  of  the  truth  into  the  natural 
underftanding,  in  the  letter  of  it ;  and  it  is  ano- 
ther to  receive  the  love  of  the  truth  in  the  heart ; 
and,  when  the  fiery  trial  comes,  by  which  every  - 
'  man's  work  is  to  be  revealed,  many  fall  a;wdy,  the 
work  is  burnt  up,  and  then  it  is  made  manifeft 
of  what  fort  it  iss  Many  feem  to  run  well  for  a 
time,  and  then  di*aw  back,  and  become  fo  dege- 
nerate, that  there  is  not  a  fhadow  of  truth  about 
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tbem ;  they  go  from  a  tolerably  (bund  judgment 
into  Arminianifm,  and  fink  into  the  worft  of  er- 
rors ;  and^t  ig  often  feen  that  fuch  are  greater 
enemies  to  the  vital  power  of  godlinefs  than  they 
who  have  never  made  a  profisffion ;  the  fcribes 
and  pharifees  were  the  worft  enemies  to  Chrift. 
The  preaching  of  the  gofpel  is  compared  to  a  net 
caft  into  the  fea,  which  gathered  of  every  kind  i 
the  fervants  did  as  they  were  commanded^  and 
gathered  together  as  many  as  they  found,  both 
good  and  bad,  and  the  houfe  was  fumiihed  with 
guefts  s  but,  when  the  king  came,  he  difcovered 
the  man  which  had  not  on  a  weddiag  garment ; 
while  the  good  feed  is  fown  by  the  fervants  of 
Chrift,  the  enemy  fows  tares.  Paul  fays,  "  But 
in  a  great  houfe  there  are  not  only  veftels  of  gold 
and  of  filver,  but  alfo  of  wood  and  of  earth ;  and 
fome  to  honour,  and  fome  to  dishonour :  if  a 
man  therefore  purge  himfelf  from  thefe  he  ihali 
be  a  veflel  unto  honour,  iao^lified  and  meet  for 
the  matter's  ufe,  and  prepared  unto  every  good 
work;*«Tim.  ii.  21. 

It  was  fome  time  after  Oneiimus  came  and 
introduced  his  wild  ferment  before  the  divifion 
took  place;  during  which  time  we  had  to  con« 
tend  earneftly  for  the  £iith,  and  the  contention 
was  extremely  iharp.  Before  they  feparated  them* 
fclves  from  us  I  had  two  lingular  dreams,  which 
made  a  great  impreffion  upon  my  mindi  and, 
thinking  tbem  very  figpifipantji  I  wrQte  theiQ 


•^ 
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down>  waiting  and  watching  the  end. — ^They 
were  as  foHows:  I  dreamed  that  ^  was  tra- 
velling in  fomc  very  rugged  roads,  full  of  hills, 
that  were  of  an  amazing  height ;  by  the  fide  of  the 
hills  there  were  great  numbers  of  people,  fitting 
upon  feats,  who  feemed  very  attentive,  as  if 
lifiening  to  fome  one  fpeaking :  at  a  little  dif- 
tance  off  were  a  number  of  people  with  a  great 
variety  of  articles  to  fell,  which  were  all  wearing 
apparel  of  different  kinds;  fome  looked  like 
woollen  cloth,  and  other  pieces  had  the  appear- 
ance of  linen ;  many  of  them,  as  I  pafi[ed  on, 
aiked  me  io  buy :  but  I  found  fault  with  their 
articles ;  for,  on  examining  a  number  of  pieces, 
I  could  difcern  a  thread  of  woollen  mixed  in' 
them  all,  on  which  account  I  refufed  them.  All 
the  pieces  that  I  looked  at  were  woollen,  or 
mixed  with  it,  except  one,  which  was  a  piece  of 
fine  wove  filk  :  I  examined  it  very  minutely,  and 
could  difcern  no  woollen  in  it ;  I  therefore  bought 
this  piece,  and  yet  paid  nothing  for  it.  I  then 
went  on  over  the  hills,  through  the  midft  of  a 
great  number  of  people ;  and,  as  the  roads  were 
very  bad,  and  many  large  fiones  laid  in  the  way, 
it  was  with  great  difficulty  I  got  along :  and  I 
had  not  gone  far  before  I  met  a  woman  who 
much  admired  my  piece  of  filk,  and  afked  me  to 
let  her  have  a  part  of  it ;  but  I  refufed,  telling 
her  I  ihould  want  it  all  for  myfelf,  and  would 
therefore  part  with  none.    She  laid  to  me^  ^  It  i| 
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a  nice  piece/   I  told  her  it  was^  and  that  amoogil 
them  all  there  was  not  one  like  it     She  then  left 
me,  and  I  journeyed  forward  till  I  got  into  fome 
yelry  rough  and  indifferent  roads  agaio,  and  at 
lall  came  into  a  very  large  bailding^  where  there 
was  a  great  number  of  people,  fome  looking  fat 
and  healthy,  while  others  appeared  thin  and  very 
ill.     As  I  fiood  in  this  place  a  roan  came  up  to 
me,  and  faid  I  was  wanted  in  a  room  up  ftairs ;  in 
my  way  there,  it  came  into  my  mind  that  they 
wanted  me  to  contribute  to  fome  one's  relief;   fo 
I  put  my  band  into  my  pocket,  and  took  out 
three  pieces  of  gold ;  but  thought  I  would  part 
with  none  till  I  knew  to  whom  ^nd  what  for.    I 
then  opened  the  door,  and  was  greatly  amazed  ; 
for  in  the  middle  of  the  room  was  a  very  large 
couch,  full  of  men  that  lay  in  a  very  diforderly 
manner;  fome  were  dead,  and  others  looked  very 
ill,  apparently  at  the  point  of  death,  with  their 
mouths  wide  open,  gafping  for  breath  ;  and  the 
vifages  of  all  were  frightful  to  behold.      As  foon 
as  I  entered  the  room  it  came  into  my  mind  that 
thefe  men  were  all  profelTors  of  religion,  who 
had  fwerved  from  their  prbfeifion,  and  brought 
difgrace  on  the  truth,  on  which  account  they 
were  fo  afilided,  and  viiited  with  the  judgments 
of  God.   I  faw  no  one  that  fpake,  but  heard  a 
voice  which  talked  with  me.     I  inquired  how  it 
t^as  that  thefe  men  all  came  together ;  and  was 
aofwered,  that  they  came  to  fee  ea^b  other,  and 
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that  the  difeafe  was  fuch,  that,  as  foon  as  they 
entered  the  room,  it  feized  them  immediately,  fo 
that  they  could  not  get  out  again.  I  felt  no  fear 
of  catching  the  difeafe,  nor  of  death,  nor  had  I 
any  fymptoms  of  it  come  upon  me ;  but  afked 
what  I  was  fent  for.  The  fame  voice  anfwered 
me,  that  I  was  to  join  with  another  in  prayer,  that 
this  difeafe  might  not  fpread  itfelf  farther,  which 
appeared  to  be  as  deflrudtive  to  mankind  as  the 
plague.  I  felt  a  good  deal  agitated  in  my  mind,/ 
and  a  little  afterwards  kneeled  down  by  the  fide 
of  the  couch  :  earneftly  looking  at  them  all,  I 
perceived  that  fome  were  quite  dead;  others, 
whofc  vifages  were  very  long  and  countenance 
pale,  appeared  fo  ghaftly,  that  they  were 
horrid  to  look  upon ;  and  a  third  fort  appeared 
very  fickly,  though  the  infeftion  was  not  fo  ftrong 
upon  them.  Whilft  I  was  looking  at  the  whole  I 
perceived  that  there  were  fome  amongft  them 
whom  I  knew ;  and  I  difcovered  feveral  that  at- 
tended our  chapel,  which  fo  diftrelfed  me  that  I 
awoke  out  of  my  fleep. 

A  few  nights  after  I  had  another  dream,  in 
which  I  came  to  a  very  large  piece  of  water,  the 
half  of  which  was  as  clear  as  cryftal,  and  the  other 
half  very  thick  and  muddy.  Thefc  waters  were 
not  at  all  mixed,  but  feparatcd  down  the  middle  . 
as  ftraight  as  if  byline ;  while  I  flood  looking  at 
the  water  I  perceived  that  there  were  a  number 
of  men  in  it.     I  then  drew  nearer ;  and  in  the 
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part  wliich  was  dean  I  fawfeveral  men  fwiroming, 
very  healthful  and  firong,  and  fome  whofe  bodies 
were  partly  in  the  clear  water  and  partly  in  the 
muddy ;  tbefe  looked  very  lickly.     Others  again 
were  in  the  water  that  was  thick  and  muddy  s  thefe 
had  been  choaked  with  it^  and  were  quite  dead. 
The  inference  I  drew  from  the  dream  was  this :  the 
dear  water  I  thought  to  be  the  pure  doftrines  of  the 
gofpel ;  the  men  which  were  healthful  and  itrong  I 
judged  to  be  fuch  as  would  (land  faft  in  the  truth 
received  ;   thofe  which  were  partly  in  the  clear 
water  and  partly  in  the  thick  I  concluded  would 
be  tainted  with  the  errors  of  this  maiii  on  which 
account  they  would  be  (ickly  for  a  time ;  and 
thofe  dead  in  the  muddy  water  I  thought  indi- 
cated that  fome  would  be  fo  caught  in  thefe  er- 
ror8>  that  they  would  quite  depart,  and  prove 
the mfelves  to  be  dead  while  they  had  a  name  to 
live.  Rev.  iii.  1 ;  being  *'  men  of  corrupt  minds, 
reprobate  concerning  the  faith,"  2  Tim.  iii.  8. 
I  told  this  dream  to  one  who  met  with  us  (of 
whom  I  had  a  fufpicion)  and  what  I  thought  it 
lignified ;  that  there  were  certainly  two  forts  of 
people  in  the  chapel,  betwixt  whom  there  was 
no  union ;  that  there  were  two  fpirits ;  and  that 
it  would  end  in  a  divifion.    To  which  he  an- 
fwered  *  God  forbid,'  and  feemed  to  be  quite 
ihocked .  *  I  have  often  thought  fince  of  what 
EliAa  faid  to  Hazae)  when  he  told  him  of  the 
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evil  he  would  do  to  the  children  of  Ifrael^  &c  i 
and  of  Hazaers  anfwer,  "  But  what^  is  thy  fcr- 
vant  a  dog,  that  he  Ihould  do  this  great  thing  ?" 
S  Kings  viii.  I9i,  13.  Yet  afterwards  he  perpe- 
trated the  deed ;  and  this  roan  foon  after  feparated 
himfelf^  than  whom  not  one  amongft  all  that  went 
out  from  us^  has  fhewn  more  enmity ;  nor  li^ 
any  one  funk  deeper  into  error,  nor  fwerved  far- 
ther from  truth,  than  he  has.  When  Judas  had 
received  the  fop,  he  went  out  immediately. 
^^  Therefore,  when  he  was  gone  out,  Jefus  faid. 
Now  is  the  Sen  of  man  glorified,  and  God  is  glo^ 
rified  in  him,**  John  xiii.  SI  i  and  then  he  talked 
to  the  difciples.  I  am  fenfible  that  fince  the  di^ 
viiion  we  have  had  tenfold  more  of  the  power  and 
prelence  of  God  with  us  than  ever  we  had  be« 
fore ;  therefore  all  has  woilced  together  for  good : 
the  hand  of  the  Lord  (hall  be  made  known  to- 
wards his  fervants.  Mofes  afked  the  Lord, 
<^  Wherein  ihall  it  be  known  here  that  I  and  thy 
people  have  found  grace  in  thy  fight  ?  Is  it  not 
in  that  thou  goefl  with  us  ?  So  ihall  we  be  fepa* 
rated,  I  and  thy  people,  from  all  the  people  thai 
are  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,'*  Exod.  xxxiii.  !€• 
It  is  the  prefenoe  and  power  of  God  being  with 
his  people  which  makes  them  to  differ  from  all 
others.  The  goodnefs  of  the  Lord  is  great  fa 
tbofe  that  fear  him,  and  he  knows  them  that  put 
their  truft  in  him ;  he  hides  them  in  the  fecfd 
•f  his  prefenofs,  and  keeps  them  lafely  in  « 
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pavilion  finom  the  flrife  of  tcmguea^  Pfalm.  xxxi. 
20.  The  fcripture  faye,  the  man  that  wandereth 
out  of  the  way  of  underfianding  Ihall  remain  in 
the  congregation  of  the  dead,  Frov.  xxi.  16 ;  this 
is  f o  fhe  prefent  verified  in  all  that  went  out  from 
us ;  for>  although  they  have  changed  their  opi- 

'  l^ons  more  than  once,  yet  I  know  of  no  one 
aw>Bg  them  that  is  not  far  enough  off  from 

•  truth  ;  **  They  hold  faft  deceit,  they  refufe  to  re- 
turn," Jcr.  viii.  5.  And  how  awful  is  the  ftate 
of  every  man  who  departs  from  the  ^ith  ?  '^  He 
feedeth  on  alhes,  a  deceived  heart  hath  turned 
him  afide,  that  he  cannot  deliver  his  foul,  nor  fay, 
is  thei:e  not  a  lie  in  my  right  hand  ?'*  Ifa.  xliv.  20. 
After  a  few  years  of  profperity,  it  pleafed 
God  that  I  fhould  be  exercifed  with  a  long  and 
(ore  day  of  adverfity,  during  which  time  I  have 
had  many  things  to  confider  of,  and  my  afQi6ti(His 
have  been  many ;  neverthelefs,  (he  Lord  has  fuf* 

"'^tewedme  in  every  time  of  trouble ;  andi  although 
I  have  been  much  caft  down,  yet  not  deftroyed ; 
though,  like  Hezekiahy  I  many  times  have  faid, 
^  I  (hall  not  fee  the  Lord,  even  the  Lord  in  the 
land  of  the  living  ;'*  and,  like  him>  ^^  I  reckoned 
till  morning,  that,  as  a  lion,  fo  will  he  break  all 
Bay  bones,  from  day  even  to  night  wilt  thou 
make  an  end  of  me,"  Ifa.  xxxviii.  19.  When 
tbit  fiery  trial  firil  began  I  was  like  a  bullock 
unaccuftomed  to  the  yoke,  and  Satan  was  per*- 
Spitted  to  IHr  up  all  that  was  within,  which  is  the 
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word  of  all ;  and  yery  obftinatei  frpvvardi  pK* 
verfe,  and  rebellious  I  Was ; .  but  I  found  it  as  tbe 
wife  man  faith^  ^'  He  that  hath  a  froward  heart 
findeth  no  good/*  Prov.  xvii.  SO.  And^  as  long 
as  the  fooPs  lips  enter  into  contention,  flMee 
upon  ilroke  muft  come,  for  unto  the  froward 
God  will  ibew  himfelf  froward.  It  is  by  hard 
labour  that  the  heart  is  brought  down;  m/A 
when  the  heart  is  humbled,  and  tbe  punini4|^. 
of  our  fins  is  accepted,  then  the  Lord  appears 
propitious  to  us  in  his  covenant.  It  appears  that 
Hezekiah  was  lifted  up,  and  then  ^  God  left  him 
to  try  him,  that  he  might  know  all. that  was  in 
his  he^rt,**  2  Chron.  xxxii.  31 .  And,  had  I  never 
been  tried  in  the  way  I  have,  I  never  (hould  have 
been  acquainted  with  the  evil  of  tbe  heart  as  I 
now  am.  When  it  pleafed  God  to  try  Job 
feverely,  by  taking  away  all  his  fubfiance^  he  re- 
ceived  this  with  great  fubmiffion ;  ^^  the  Lord 
gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away,  blefled  be 
the  name  of  the  Lord.'*  ^  But  it  is  fsid  that  after 
this  Job  opened  his  mouth,  and  curfed  his  day ; 
when  Satan  ftirred  up  what  was  within.  Job  then 
fhcwed  what  was  in  the  heart  j  I  have  long  la- 
boured imder  a  train  of  heavy  trials ;  and  thofe 
that  I  have  had  outwardly  have  oftentimes  pro- 
duced great  fear  v/ithin,  as  all  things  fcemed  ta 
make  againfl  me,  and  I  was  troubled  .on  every 
iide;  look  which  way  I  would,  the  profpe£t  was 
gloomy*     And  I  have  many  times  been  brought 
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inlb  fuch  a  firait,  that  it  appeared  icnpolfible  I 
oould  efcape ;  and^  like  Jehafliaphat^  I  have  been 
at  my  wit*8  end.  But  the  Lord  never  left  me  in 
a  trying  hour;  for^  when  every  other  refuge 
fail<$d^  he  always  appeared  in  my  behalf,  and 
wrought  deliverance  in  fuch  a  way  and  manner  as 
Inever  could  exped.  I  have  been  brought  low, 
« \pfii  the  Lord  has  helped  me  i  underneath  have 
been  the  everlaftiflg  arms,  and  ftrength  has  been 
given  equal  to  my  day :  the  Lord  is  wonderful  in 
counfelj  and  excellent  in  working ;  he  hath  never 
left  nor  forfaken  me;  and»  though  often  faints 
he  has  always  kept  me  purfuing:  I  have  fre^ 
quently  been  ready  to  give  all  up  $  which  I  cer* 
tainly  (hould,  and  have  turned  back  in  the  day  of 
battle,  had%iot  the  Lord  firengthened  me,  and 
kept  me  by  his  alihighty  poteen  ^*  Being  con- 
fident of  this  very  thing,  that  he  which  hath  be- 
gun a  good  work  in  you  will  perform  it  until  the 
day  of  Jefus  Cbrift,"  PhD.  I  6. 

-  You  was  once  in  the  country  when  I  was 
under  very  trying  circumftances,  and  I  heard  you 
feveral  times;  many  things  which  you  then 
brought  forth  were  very  fuitable  to  me,  particu- 
larly a  dilcourfe  you  preached  from  Prov.  viii. 
00 ;  ''I  lead  in  the  way  of  righteoufnefs,  in  the 
midft  of  the  paths  of  judgment,  that  I  may  caufe 
thofe  that  love  me  to  inherit  fubftance ; '  and  I 
will  fill  their  treafure.**  The  word  v%$  attended 
with  power,  and  much  bleficd  to  mei  for  I  rc^ 
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eeived    encouragement^    ftrength^    infinkStion, 
oounfel^  and  comfort.     My  hope  was  revived^ 
and  my  way  caft  up ;  *  for  in  treating  of  the  way 
of  righteoufnefs^  and  the  paths  of  judgment^  you 
exa6lly  defcribed  the  feelings  of  my  hearty  and  I 
found  mylelf  a  good  deal  relieved  from  that 
anxiety  and  diftrefs  which  then  lay  heavy  upon 
me.      The  hand  of   God  feemed  to    be  gone 
out  againil  me,  as  it  went  out  againft  Naomi ; 
and  I  laboured  under  great  bondage,  dsirknefs, 
and   fear;    my  foul  being  bowed  down  with 
afflidion,  fo  that  I  was  <^  far  off  from  peace ;  I 
forgat  profpcrify,"  Lam,  iii.  17.     My  grief  was 
great,  and  my  life  bitter,  and  I  faid,  with  Jere- 
miah,   ^^  Surely  againft  me  is  he  turned ;    he 
turneth  his  hand  againft  me  all  the  d|^'  Lam.  iii* 
3.   And  I  was  in  fuch  confulion  that  I  could  not 
make  what  I  experienced  accord  with  the  fcrip- 
ture,  as  many  things  feemed  to  clafh,  and  Provi- 
dence run  counter  to  the  promife ;  but  I  have 
lince  perceived  ^that  the  Lord  hath  led  me  in  a 
right  way,  and  that  ^'  all  the  words  of  his  mouth 
are  in  righteoufnefs ;  there  is  nothing  froward  or 
perverfe  in  them  ;  they  are  all  plain  to  him  that 
underftandeth,  and  right  to  them  that  find  know- 
Jedge,"  Prov.  viii,   8,  0.    The  firft  time  Mr. 
Brook  was  down  in  this  part  of  the  country,  I 
remember  ];kearing  him  from  Deut.  xxxii.  10,  11, 
IS. — '*  HJ found  him  in  a  defert  land,  and  in  the 
wafte-howling  wildcrnefs ;  he  led  him  about,  be 
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inftruiSted  him^  he  kept  him  as  the  apple  of  hid 
eye.  As  an  eagle  ftiireth  up  her  ncft,  fluttereth 
over  her  young,  fpreadeth  abroad  her  wings, 
taketh  them^  bearelh  them  on  her  wings,  fo  the 
Lord  alone  did  lead  hiro>  and  there  was  no  ftrange 
God  with  him."  His  difcourfe  I  heard  with 
great  fatisfadbionj  and  what  he  brought  forth  from 
the  fcripture  was  fuitable  and  profitable  to  me  ; 

m 

for  as  he  went  on  I  could  fee  the  way  in  which 
the  L6idhad  been  leading  me  to  humble  me, 
and  to  prove  me  ;  and  I  hoped  that  God  would 
fooner  or  later  appear,  and  make  darknefs  light 
before  me,  rough  places  plain,  and  crooked  things 
ftraight.  I  felt  my  heart  a  little  moved  in  gra- 
titude to  God  that  he  had  helped  me  thus  far, 
and  had  H^erto  fupported  me  under  all  my 
troubles,  and  had  kept  me^  as  the  apple  of  his 
eye ;  **  All  his  faints  are  in  his  hand,^here  is  the 
hiding  of  his  power/'  The  Lord  waters  his  vine- 
yard every  moment,  and  keeps  it  night  and  day. 
Eut  to  retorn ;  I  had  one  continued  fucceffion  of 
trials,  troubles,  and  difappointments ;  fo  that  I 
was  frequently  much  cut  up,  and  my  foul  dif- 
couraged  becaufe  of  the  way,  fearing  that  in  this 
time  of  temptation  1  fliould  wither  for  lack  of 
moifture,  and  fo  fall  away.  But,  blefled  beJ^  the 
Lord,  it  was  not  fo  ;  he  kept  me  ^y  his  power, 
and  enabled  me  to  feel  after  him,  and- with  pur- 
pofe  of  heart  to  cleave  unto  the  Loid  jP"**  But  ye 
that  did  cleave  unto  the  Lord  your  God  are  alive, 
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every  one  of  you,  this  day/'  Deut  iv,  4.  AU 
fuloefs  is  in  the  Saviour :  he  is  our  life  ;  and  the 
feed  of  Jacob  never  fought  his  face  in  vain.  He 
communicates  grace,  and  ilrength .  equal  to  the 
day ;  **  He  giveth  more  grace/'  and  has  promifed 
to  him  that  hath  more  fhall  be  given;  he 
ftrengthens  the  things  that  remain^  which,  ac- 
cording to  our  apprehenfion^  are  ready  to  die, 

«  and  fupplies,  as  we  go  on,'  all  our  wants  out  of 
the  riches  of  his  grace.     <^  I  am  come,''  faith  thd 

«  Saviour,  "  that  they  might  have  life,  and  that 
they  might  have  it  more  abundantly,''  John  x.  10. 
*'  Without  me,"  fays  he,  **  ye  can  do  nothing ;" 
and  counfels  us  to  abide  in  him9  promifiog,  ^^  If 
ye  abide  in  me,  and  my  words  abide  in  you,  ye 
fhall  afk  what  ye  will^  and  it  fhall  Jk  done  unto 
you/'  John  xv.  I7.  And  I  blefs  ms  name  for 
ever  that  he  hath  fufkained  me  under  tvcTy  trial, 
and  enabled  me  to  wrefile  with  him  in  prayer, 
and  prevail  too,  not  fufFering  me  to  give  him  any 
reft  till  his  rightcoufnefs  went  forth  as  brightnefs, 
and  his  falvation  as  a  lamp  that  bumeth  :   there* 

.  fore  I  may  fay,  with  David,  **  I  fought  the  Lord, 
and  he  heard  me,  and  delivered  me  out  of  all  my 
fears/'  Pfalm  xxxiv.  4. 

When  I  came  to  G  fantbam  to  hear  you  in 
the  year  1 807,  I  was  bowed  down  with  trouble^ 
till  my  fpirit  funk  within  me,  and,  as  Paul  Tays, 
I  feemed j^eiTed  out  of  meafure,  above  flrength ; 
and  my  countenance  proclaimed  to  all  who  faw 
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■ 

me  the  difcoDfolate  and  diftrefled  flate  of  my 
mind ;  what  I  fufiered  I  can  never  exprefs ;  I 
felt  as  if  the  time  was  juft  at  hand  when  all  would 
be  over  with  me^  and  that  fomething  would  take 
placet  to  make  manifeft  to  all  the  awful  ftate  I 
was  in*  I  thought  that  no  one  feemed  to  caree 
for  me,  which  added  abundantly  to  my  grief;** 
*^  I  looked  on  my  right  hand  and  beheld,  but 
there  was  no  one  that  would  know  me ;  refuge 
failed  me ;  no  man  cared  for  my  foul/*  Pfalm 
cxliL  4.  In  this  flate  I  went  to  the  chapel  on 
Sunday  morniag»  and  you  preached  from  Habak- 
kuk  iiL  2.  <<  O  Lord,  I  have  heard  thy  fpeecb^ 
and  was  afraid ;  O  Lord,  revive  thy  work  ii|  the 
nndil  of  the  years ;  in  the  midft  of  the  years 
make  know^^  in  wrath  remeij[iber  mercy/*  While 
you  were  fpeaking  I  found  a  very  great  change  in 
my  feelings,  and  was  very  comfortable;  the 
Lord's  prefence  was  with .  me,  and  I  had  ibme 
little  brokennefs  of  heart  before  him ;  but  this 
was  only  the  beginning  of  that  which  was  after* 
wards  to  follow,  for  there  were  yet  greater  things 
in  (lore  for  me.  ^*  Afk,  and  ye  ihall  receive, 
faith  the  Saviour,  '<  that  your  joy  may  be  full, 
John  xvi.  24.  Before  I  left  Grantham,  on  relating 
to  you  a  few  of  the  trials  I  had  gone  through,  I 
remember  that  what  you  faid  to  me  was  very  en- 
couragingi  and  your  lafl  words  were,  **  When 
fubmiifion  to  the  will  of  God  takes  plKe,  I  have 
no  doubt  he  will  appear  for  you."  Whe^rl  left 
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you  to  return  home  my  heart  was  ready  to  break 
with  a  mixture  of  grief  and  joy.  I  had  no  ex- 
pe^lations  of  hearing  you  again  the  following 
week ;  but  God's  thoughts  are  not  as  ours^  nei- 
ther are  his  ways  our  ways ;  whereyer  he  intends 
to  do  his  people  good,  fomething  muft  occur  to 
bring  them  there^  as  nothing  can  hinder  his  pur* 
pofe ;  "  God  will  work,  and  who  Ihall  let  it  ?" 
Ifa.  xliii«  13.  A  way  was  opened  for  me  to 
go  to  Newark,  which  I  gladly  embraced ;  and  on 
•the  following  Sunday  morning  I  found  my  mind 
more  ferene,  calm,  and  quiet,  than  it  had  been 
for  fome  time ;  and  in  prayer  I  found  neamefs 
of  accefs  to  the  Lord,  and  a  little  enlargement :  I 
was  led  out  in  great  earnefineis  that  the  Lord 
would  be  with  me  to  blefs  and  comfo|t  me^  and 
I  felt  a  confidence  fpring  up  in  my  mind,  and  a 
perfuafion  in  my  heart,  that  God  had  heard,  and 
would  anfwer  the  petition  tliat  I  had  put  up  to 
him,  to  blefs  yonr  miniftry  to  me  that  day. 
^'  Now  faith  is  the  fubftance  of  things  hoped  for, 
and  the  evidence  of  things  not  fe£n,'*  Heb.  xi.  1  • 
Andbleiledy  for  ever  bleiled,  be  the  Lord,  he 
condefcended  to  fulfil  all  my  petitions,  and  at- 
tended his  word  with  power  to  my  heart,  while 
you  was  fpeaking  from  Ifai.  xxxv.  3,  4. — 
**  Strengthen  ye  the  weak  hands,  and  confirm 
tkeNjj^ble  knees ;  fay  to  them  that  are  of  a  fear- 
ful heert,  Bc^  firong,  fear  not ;  behold,  your  God 
If sll  fame  with  Tengeance,  even  God  with  a  re- 
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'.i  he  will  come  and  fave  you.*'  I  may 
lay  with  the  Pfalmift,  *'  Now  know  I  that  the 
Lord  faveth  his  anointed ;  he  will  hear  him  from 
his  holy  heaven*  with  the  iaving  firength  of  his 
right  h^nd,**  Plalm  xx.  6.  He  firengtbened  me 
OMt  of  Zion ;  but  what  I  felt  I  ihall  never  be  able 
fully  to  exprefs ;  the  God  of  hope  filled  me  with 
all  joy  and  peace  in  believing,  that  I  might 
"  abound  in  hope,  through  the  jfower  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,"  Rom.  XV.  ^13.  While  your  do6lrine 
dropped  as  the  rain,  and  your  fpeech  dlftilled  as 
the  dew  upon  my  foul  j  my  beloved  was  come, 
and  his  reward  was  with  him,  and  his  work  be- 
fore him ;  the  holy  Spirit  teftificd  of  hiip,  and 
took  of  the  things  which  were  Chrift's,  and 
fhewed  them  plainly  unto  me.  And  I  felt  in  my 
foul  fuch  quietnefs,  compofure,  tranquillity,  and 
fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  God,  and  fuch  broken- 
nefs  of  heart  and  contrition  of  fpirit,  together 
with  fuch  uniftion,  power,  reft,  and  peace,  as.  I 
am  not  able  to  fpeak  of;  but  I  found  that 
"  Godly  forrow  that  worketh  repentance  to  falva- 
tion,  not  to  be  repented  of,"  S  Cor.  vii.  10.  All 
my  bondage,  darknefs,  and  fear,  were  gone ;  and 
I  rejoiced  in  God,  as  the  portion  of  my  foul, 
who  had  Feconciled  me  to  himfelf.  by  Jefus 
Chrift ;  '*  For  your  (hame  ye  Ihall  have  double, 
and  for  confufion  they  ihall  rejoice  in  their  por- 
tion, Ifai.  ki.  7.  All  that  I  had  fufiered  before 
was  not  worthy  to  be  compared  with,  thatv  glory 


(    81     ) 

which  was  now  revealed ;  ^^  Arifej  ihine^  for  thy 

light  is  come»  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  rifea 

upon  thee,'*  Ifa.  Ix.  1.   The  Lord  was  the  health 

of  roy  countenance^  he  anointed  my  head  with 

oily  and  my  cup  ran  over;  my  foul  delighted  it* 

felf  in  the  Lord ;  and,  as  I  laid  then,  fo  fay  t 

now  again,  I  would  not  take  all  the  world  for 

what  I  then  enjoyed^  and  wha't  I  have  many  times 

experienced  (ince;    it  is  that  which  makes  all 

things  in  this  life  fink  into  nothing.     The  ppce 

pf  wifdom  is  far  above  rubies,  and  in  Chrift  wc 

have  all  things  richly  to  enjoy ;  "  The  meek  Ihall 

inherit  the  earth,  and  delight  themfelyes  in  the 

abundance  of  peace,**  Pf^lm  xxxvii.  U ;  as  it.  is 

written,    "The  work  of  righteoufnefs  (hall  be 

peace,  and  the  effect  of  righteoufnefs  quietnefs 

and  affurance  for  ever,"  Ifa.  xxui.  I7.     "I  fat 

down  imder  his  fhadow  with  great  delight,  and 

his  fruit  was  fweet  to  my  tafte."    •*  My  fruit/'  j 

faith  he,  "  is  better  than  gold,  yea   than  fine 

gold,  and  my  revenue  than  choice  filver,**  Proy. 

viii.  19.     It  is  by  the  blood  of  the  covenant  God 

fends  forth  his  prifoners  out  of  the  pit,  wherein 

is  no, water,  cauiing  them  to  return  to  their  ftrong 

hold,  Jefus  Chrift,  as  prifoners  of  hope.    The 

atonement  being  applied  fp^aks  pardon,  peace, 

and  reconciliation  with  ^  God ;  whereby  the  con* 

fcience  is  purged  from  fin  .and  dead  works,  truth 

ipjikes  us  free,  and  the  Spirit  bears  witnefs  to 

>«ur  adoption,  works  faith  in  the  hearty  prochifM 
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Mr  cx^argcrocnt,  and  cries,  Abba,  Father.  S\Bc- 
ciufe  ye  arc  fons,  God  hath  fent  forth  the  Spirit 
of  his  Spn  into  your  he^rts^  crying  Abba,  Ffither/^ 
Gal.  iv,  6*  Our  confcience  beareth  us  witnefs  in 
th?  Holy  Ghoft;  and,  **  being  juftified  by  faith, 
we,  h^ve  peace  with  God,*'  Rom.  v.  L  The  foul 
fpels  the  blefled  efFefk  of  this  union ;  f*  I  in  them, 

•  •         ■  •  „  ' 

and  thou  in  me ;  that  they  may  be  made  pcf fcdl 
in  one,  and  that  the  world  may  know  that  thou  haft 

fent  Qie^  and  ^aft  loved  them  as  thou  haijt  loved, 

-  •  ■  "  • 

xne,*'  John  xvii.  23  i  and,  beipg  made  an  heir 
of  God  and  joint-heir  with  Chrift,  I  jyas  enabled 
to  approach  hiip  without  wrath  or  doubting,  per- 
feft  love  having  caft  out  feaj:  and  torment.  This 
makos  his  fervjce  perfeA  freedoip,  and  enables  us 
to  worlhip  God  in  newnefs  of  the  fpirit^  and  to 
walk  ii;i  newnefs  pf  life.  **  At  that  day  ye  fhall 
know  that  I  am  in  my  Father,  and  ye  in  n^e,  and 
I  in  you*''  Jqhn  xiv.  20.  Well  might  PauJ  call  it' 
a,  peace  which  palTeth  all  underftanding,  and  an 
everlailing  ponfolation ;  for,  while  the  foul  feels 
this  blefled  earneft  of  its  future  inheritance^  we' 
ajTQ  loft  in  wondcr>  looking  forward  to  that  feli* 
city  which  will  be  enjoyed  beypnd  this  life,  when 
wc  fliall  be  filled  with  ^11  the  fulnefs  of  God.. 
John»  feeling  the  love  which  God  hath  to  ust 
fegc^  to  want  languiige  to  exprefs  it,  and  J,he|Fe- 
fore  fayst'  *'  Behold,  wha|  nianoer  of  love  the  Fa^ 
thcr  bath  beiJ^owed  upon  u$,  that  we  fhould  be 
called  tba  fmi  of  God;   thorpfore  the  world 


lf««»e(lfiliritdtl!i«caufeltkn«Vhiid'tt6t/  ^Be^ 
loved,  tfow  are  we  the  fons  of  God  t  afid  it  idoth 
net  yel  appear  what  vrb  (hall  be ;  bui  we-' know 
fhat  when  he  Jhatl  appear,  we  (halt  be  like  hira« 
for  we  ihall  fee  him  as  he  is,"  1  John  iit.  1 ,  ^'. 
The  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  made  to  me  a  feaft  of  fat 
things,  and  of  withes  on  the  leeS;  and  I  drank 
ftnd  forgot  my  poverty,  and  remenibered  my 
mifery  no  mdre.  It  was  a  day  of  releafe ;  and  I> 
teho  had  long  been  bowed  down,'  Jabooring  on* 
det  heavy  afflictions  and  foita  trials,  and  had 
feared  every  day  becaufe  of  the  fury  of  the  op» 
preffor,  was  bidden  to  go  free ;  and  t  cduld  theil 
In  my  heart  blefs  the  Almighty  for  all  iTie  trials  I 
had  endured.  It  was  one  of  ihe  days  ofthe  Son 
of  man  ;  and  how  delightful  it  ia  to  fit  at  his  (eet 
and  receive  foch  blefled  portions  as  thefe!  MJ 
heart,  like  Darid'S,  wfis  fixed,  trufting  in  God, 
while  his  lovingkindnc fs  and  lender  mercy, 
known  to  me  in  a  dear  Redeemer,  melted  n 
in  gratitude  and  thankfulnefs  before  him- 
ib  abundant  was  the  revelation,  that  1  v/i 
member  that  at  times,  whilft  I  fat,  I  hardly  Knew 
where  I  was.  I  have  frequently  thought  of 
PauFs  word?,  "  whether  in  the  body  or  out  of 
the  body  1  cannot  tell,  God  knoweth ;  of  fuch 
8l#*ne  will  I  glory,  though  of  myfelf  I  will  not 
glory, "but  In  mtfit  infirmities;"  this  experience 
is  a  bteflled  reality,  which  no  bond  fervant  ever 
kaew.      "  The  fervant  knowetb  not  what  his 
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Lord  doeth  ;"*  ^  The  world  feeth  tOQ  no  more^ 
J>ot  ye  fee  me ;  becaufe  I  live,  ye  (hall  live  alfo,'* 
John  xiv.  Id*  This  fecret  is  with  the  righteouAsi 
and  it  is  tl^ofe  that  love  him  whom  he  caufes  to 
inherit  fubthmce;  who  with  th^  heart  believe 
UQtQ  rightepuiaers,  and  with  the  mouth  male 
confeffion  unto  falvation.  '^  Drop  down>  ye^ 
beavepsj  from  ^bove,  and  let  the  Ikies  pouf  dowi^ 
right6oufne(4||  let  the  earth  qpen,  and  let  thcrt\ 
bripg  forth  faltj^tion,  and  let  righteoufnefp  fpring 
up  together ;  (  tl^^  Lord  havcf  created  it,'!  Ifa, 
xlv.  8.  The  l(ingdoni  Aands  in  power,  and 
not  in  ^prd;  it  is  in  righteoufnefs,  joy,  and 
peace.  "  He  that  belieycth  on  the  Son  of  Qod 
haththewitnefsinhirafelf,"  1  John  v,  13.  '•And 
we  know  that  the  Son  of  God  is  cpm^i  and  hatl^ 
given  us  aq  underflanding,  that  we  ms|y  kqow 
him  that  is  true ;;  and  we  are  in  him  that  is  true, 
eveq  in  his  Son  Jefus-  Chrifi :  this  is  the  true 
God  and  eternal  life,"  1  John  v.  20.  Paul  fays 
Ih^t  "  No  man  knoweth  the  things  of  God  bu; 
the  Spirit  of  God  ;**  and  the  Saviour  promifes  that 
he  (hall  teach  us  all  things;  •'  It  is  the  Spirit  that 
fearcheth  all  things,  yea  the  deep  things  of  God," 
<«  He  Ihall  glorify  me,"  fays  Chrift,  «  for  he  (hall 
receive  of  mine,  and  fhaU  ihtw  it  unlo  you  ;** 
and  this  he  does  by  revealing  unto  us  hjs  fulj^s 
and  all-fufficiencyi  and  his  ^uitabl<?nefs  is  the 
Saviour  of  the  loft,  by  leading  our  fouls  to  him, 
and  reveaUng  and  matLiqg  him  :^Qwn  to  us  in 
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all  his  covenant  characters^  and  in  all  his  tmdet^ 
takings  in  our  behalf;  **  firho  of  God  is  miie 
unto  us  wifdom,^  rightQpuftiefs,  fandtification^ 
and  redemption/*  that  Chrift  fhould  be  all  in 
all ;  he  teftifies  of  him,  applies  the  benefits  of 
his  death)  and  gives  us  to  feci  our  intereft  in  hm 
blood  and  righteoufnefs.  His  blood  deanfeth 
from  all  iin^  and  in  his  righteoufnefs  we  fiand 
comfilete  before  God  Thefe  I  bdtieve  are  fooM 
of  the  things  which  accompany  falvation,  and 
God  has  faid  that  ^^  the  path  of  the  juft  is  as  the 
ihining  light;  which  (hineth  more  and  more  onto 
perfe<a  day/*  Prov.  iv.  18.  And  I  blefs  the  tcfrd 
that  I  find,  as  I  go  oii,  an  increafe  of  thefe  thttlgs  ; 
freih  grace,  Hght,  and  life,  are  commutiicated  out 
of  Chrift's  fulnefs;  and  there  is  a  growing -up 
into  him  in  all  things ;  as  it  is  written,  **  Grow 
in  grace^and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jefus  Chrift."  Paul  knew  in  'whom  he 
had  believed,  and  John  fays,  *'  That'wjiich' we 
have  feen  and  heard  declare  wc  unto  you,  that 
ye  alfo  may  have  fellowfhip  with  us ;  and  truly 
dur  fellowfhip  is  with  the  Father,  and  with  his 
Son  Jefus  Chrift,"  1  John  i.  3.  And  in  what  I 
have  now  written  I  may  fay  with  David,  "  I  have 
fpoken  of  the  things  which  I  have  made  touching 
the  King  ;'*  I  am  ftill  exercifcd  with  many  trials^ 
and  experience  much  tribulation ;  but  this,  faith 
our  Lord,  ye  fliall  have,  Neverthelefs,  in  him  I 
have  peace;  uA,  though  07  tdala  are  as  heavy 


a$  ^er  thfcy  were,  I  find  this  diffbrencer^tkey  do 
OOt  oaft  we  down  as  they  did  in  times  paft  s  and 
though  at  times  mucU  perplexed,  I  am  not  ia 
defpair,  /or  hope  is  as  '^  an  anchor  of  the  foult 
both  fute  and  iled&it,  which  entereth  into  that 
Krhich  ia  within  the  reil,  whither  the  forerunner 
ia  fDr  ua  entered,  even  Jefus,'*  Heb.  vi.  SO.  And 
I  find  throughout,  that,  after  having  fnfiered 
awhile^  Godia  pleafed  to  ftrengthen,  eftabliiht 
tad  fettle  me,  more  and  more  ;'*  '^  Wifdom  and 
knowlodge  Iball  be  the  Aability  of  thy  times,  and 
^rength  of  faivation  s  the  fear  of  the  Ix»:d  ii 
hia  treafure,**  Ilk.  xuiii.  6.  A  daily  crofs  couti* 
terbaiancea  the  fpirit  of  this  world ;  **  Every 
branch  that  beareth  fruit  he  purgeth  it,  that  it 
may  bring  forth  more  fruit,'*  John  xv.  S,  **  Thb 
Lord*s  fire  ia  in  Zion,  and  his  furnace  in  Jeni-^ 
ialem;*'  Ifa.  xxxi.  g.  Much  furnace  work  caufea 
felf'^examination,  and  a  fearching  of  things  to  the 
bottom ;  ^^  He  fhall  fit  as  a  refiner  and  purifier 
of  filver,  and  he  fhall  purify  the  fons  of  Levi,  and 
purfe  them  as  gold  and  filver,  that  they  may 
o&r  unto  the  Lord  an  ofiering  in  righteoufnefs,** 
Mala.  ill.  3.  Paul  fays,  "  the  fire  Ihall  try  every 
man's  work,  of  what  fort  it  isj'*  1  Cor.  iii.  13» 
And  I  find  as  I  go  on,  that,  although  no  chafien-* 
ing  for  the  prefent  is  joyous,  but  grieVous>  yet  it 
hsA  been  profitable  unto  me,  and  afterwards  has 
yielded  the  peaceable  fruit  of  righteoufnefs;  and^ 
ttwugh  i  have  had  ^arp  work  oiT  ir  at  times^  and 
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hdfe  ((At  itiQch*  /ear  ifi  time  of  trials  Dot  kadwl»| 
how  4be  matter  would  end,  yet  ^^  having  thei^ 
forb  obtained  help  of  God,  t  continue  to  thia 
day^*!  AAb  xkr.  &2 ;  and  am  kept  by  his  power ; 
thMgh  ionoftinies  I  am  in  great  heavitieft^ 
through  manifold  temptations,  ilill  all  works  to^* 
gether  for  good ; . "  O  Lord,  by  thefe  things  men 
live>  and  in  all  thefe  things  is  the  life  of  my  fpi- 
rit ;  fo  wilt  thou  recover  me,  aQ4  Qaufe  me  to 
live/'  Ifa»  xxxviii.  l6. 

I  have  lately  had  a  good  deal  of  furnace 
work,  being  iharply  tried  with  many  fevere 
afflidlions,  whioh  I  think  the  lord  ihewed  to  me 
beforehand,  in  a  dream  I  had  fometime  ago, 
wbich  I  (hould  not  have  inierted  here,  hbk  that 
whilft  writing  it  has  occurred  freih  to  my  remern-^ 
branqe,  and  immediately  theie  two  fcriptnred 
^aiDe  upon  my  mind,  ^'  He  that  hath  a  dream 
let  him  tell  a  dream,*'  Jer.  xxiii.  S8.  ''  For  God 
^aketh  once,  yea  twice,  yet  man  perceiveth  it 
ilot ;  in  a  dream,  in  a,vifion  of  the  night,  when 
deep  fleep  ^eth  upon  men,  in  ilambering  aponl 
the  bed^  then  he  openeth  the  ears  of  men;  and 
fealeth  their  inflru<£tion,'*  Job  xxxiii*  14,  15,  l6. 
In  the  night  of  June  the  10th,  1  SOQi  I  dreamed 
that  I  was  in  the  greateft  trouble,  perplexity,  and 
diftrefs,  weighed  down  with  grief,  and  my  burden 
skppeared  tjpore  than  I  could  bear;  1  was  fo 
opprefled  that  I  laid  myfclf  down,  and  fo  w^ary 
that  I  was  unable  to  get  on ;  (what  I  laid  upOn' 
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feigned  like  a  la^ge  couch.)  While  I  wtt  in  tl^ 
Date  a  man  came  to  jne^  aiid  wiflied  me  tf  fiag 
a  hymn  -,  I  told  bim  I  was  fo  diftrefied  that  I 
could  not  fing }  but  he  prciTed  me  fo  miipb>  thafl 
looking  at  him,  I  iaidi  if  1  fing  a  hjrtnn^  it  mvA 
be  this 

'*  Much  we  t^k  of  Jesu  s  blood. 
Bat  hoif  little's  andentood  t 
Of  bit  lafiering  so  iDteoie 
^Uigels  bave  no  perfect  seoie* 
Who  can  rightly  cooaprehead 
Their  beginning  or  their  end  ? 
'^8  to  God,  and  God  alone. 
That  tbdr  weight  if  ftdly  known.'* 


I  could  ling  lip  more  than  this  vetfe,  my  mind 
was  fo  led  out  in  contemplating  the  fufierin^  of 
ChnA  in  the  garden;  and  I  felt  fucba  fympathy 
with  him  in  his  fnffisrings  f<x  me,  that  I  w^t^ 
and  was  quite  overcome.  After  thb  I  walked 
along  fome  very  beautiful  £ekl^  jtn  fweet  con-^ 
verfation  with  fome  onej  though  I  know  not  who^ 
but  I  was  very  happy.  Soon  aftet:  this  I  met 
with  a  particular  friend^  and  began  to  tell  hio^ 
what  I  had  pafTed^hrough.  Admiring  the  beauthr 
ful  fituation  we  were  in^  ^e  talked  very  freely  to 
each  other.  On  looking  forward  I'faw,  at  a  dis- 
tance from  me,  a  large  building,  in  a  low  valleyiv 
having  the  appearance  of  an  old  abbey.  While, 
direfling  my  friend  where  to  look  for  it,  I  cafl: 
my  eyes  ftill  fartheri  and  law  a  man  w;alking 
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idong,  on  which  I  remarked,  that  that  j}erfon  looki 
like  ODe  ^ho  formerly  attended  at  our  chapeL 
He  fcemed  to  be  very  happy,  qaite  full  of  com^' 
fort,  dod  much  derated  in  his  fpirits;  his  coun- 
tenance was  rather  pale,  and  his  eyes  looked  ex-* 
tr^mely  fierce;  I  therefore  kept  my  eye  fixed 
ftedfaftly  upon  hi.m,  watchic^  his  gefiures  jand 
looks.  As  he  apptoached  the  buildipg  a  woman' 
came  and  flood  in  the  door  place,  and  entreated 
him  to  go  in,  faying  fhe  had  prepared  a  repaft;* 
He  went  in,  and  we  faw  him  iio  more.  I^e  then^. 
looked  at  us,  but  we  both  turned  kway*  After 
this  there  was  brought  tome  a  young  girl  drefled^ 
m  long  white  robes,  and  the  perfon  who  brought, 
hdr  begian  to  extol  her  much,  and  feemed  greatly 
to  admire  the  finery  ihe  had  about  her,  wilhing 
me  to  noticd^t ;  ^but  I  was  quite  difgufled  at  her 
appearance,  and  (|>oke  moft  vehemently  againH: 
her clothihg.  I  then  went  on,  and, came  to  a 
place  which  had  the  appearance  of  a  barn  floor, 
and  by  the  fide  of  it  was  a  wall  built^  white- 
waflied  over  with  lime.  A  man  flood  at  the  end 
of  tlie  wall,  recommending  the  wall  and  floor  to 
my^otice  :  I  looked  at  theq:i  for  a  confiderable 
time,  and  then  tgld  him  that  the  floor  was  laid 
very  fmooth,  but  it  was^>f  no  «fe,  nor  would  the 
wor£manfl)ip  do.  Seeing  a  man  walking  down 
the  middle  ^  it,  I  faid  to*  him,  ^  you  had  better 
not  venture  tfapre ;  fbr^  though  the  floor  looks 
found,  ^here  is  danger;  and^  if  you  fall  through. 
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vitMirtiieatb  I  fee  a  deep  pit,  which  if  you  get  i^ 
it  wUI  be  a  wQoder  if  ever  you  come  out  again  i 
yott  jieyer  can  unlefs  fome  one  help  you,  for  yod 
canfiot  gfBt  yourfelf  out/  I  then  faid  to  the  maH 
by  the  wall,  ^  jour  wall  is  not  upright/  and 
Reached  a  plummet  that  lay  by  me  to  meafure.  itb 
Putting  the  line  to  it  ihewed.  that  the  wall  waa 
not  upright ;  whereib/e  I  faid  to  the  man,  *  youc 
Work  will  not  do  ;*  on  which  he  turned  pale,  and 
went  from  me  in  a  rage,  when  the  wall  fell  down;, 
and  immediately  another  man  appeared  before 
me  with,  a  piece  of  machinery  aipon  the  floor^ 
and  a  fmile  on  his  countenance,  entreating  me  to* 
leak  at  that  (the  man.  I  had  warned  upon  tbe 
floor  flood  by{)  I  looked  at  it^  and  faid  to  the 
man,  ^  I  am  no  mechanic^  therefore  it  will  never 
do  for  me  to  argue  about  machinefy ;  but  this^' 
will  not  anfwer  the  end  for  which  it  is  defigned/ 
I  then  (aw  in  the  iniide  a  pair  of  grindftones^ 
which  lay  very  much  afidci  on  which  account  I 
told  him  it  could  not  be  properly  workedj^  and 
what  was  put  in  it  would  not  be  fufficiently 
ground;  it  muft  therefore  be  ufelefs.  While  beai*^ 
ing  my  teftimony  agninft  this  work>  there  earned  a 
x^u  up  to  me,  who  told  me  tlyit  I  muft-  leave' 
themy  and  go  and  do  buiineft  at  a  large  fumsK^ey 
which  was  a  little  di fiance  from  me.  Giving  me* 
fomething  he  had  in  his  hand  to  cyry  into  the-* 
middle  of  it,  I  fet  off;  b«t,  there  bfcing  much  fire? 
in  the  roftd>  I  turned  back' to  ge  another *^w^^^^ 
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left  I  Aduld  be  btntif;  and  here  I  Wm  worfe  off 
fiiHf  as  liquid  fiVe  ran  in  every  dtre£iioni  wbieh 
knade  me  (land  ftill,  to  fee  which  way  I  could 
get.  On  looking  a  little  io  my  right  hand,  I  fav 
liefe  and  there  a  (>lace  ft^ee  irom  fife,  though  but 
^uft  room  enough  for  roe  to  pafs.  I  then  fet  of!^ 
and  'got  to  the  place  where  I  was  direfted  without 
being  burnt.'  VThenJ  eamc  out  of  the  furnace  I 
feemed  to  kare  fomethiug  Ito  difpofe  of;  and,  as 
iotnt  very  poor-locking  people  fioodat  a  diftance^ 
i  went  and  offered  what  I  had  to  them :  but 
moft  of  them  turned'  away,  and  reje<9ed  what  I 
faid ;  at  which  I  was  ruii|>rifedj  and  told  them 
that  what  I  had  to  ofier  wis  much  cheaper  and 
better  than  the  ,man*s  who  had  the  machine^ 
Paflirig  on^  I  |^me  to  forae  rifing  grmind,  where 
I  faw  a  (tit  more  peoplrf,  very  ragged  arid  poof* 
To  them  I  likewife  offered  ^hat  I  Had,  and  afler 
a  lime  they  tool  fome  of  me ;  for  which  however 
I  receivecf  nothings  but  w^lke^  about  till  I  came 
ilpon  a  very  high  eminence,  and^-was  much 
difi^sfied  that  fo  many  rejeded  what  I  pffered 
them*  From  this  fpot  I  looked  dpwn,  and  per^^ 
oeived  that  the  fea  was  by  itit  fide  of  the  rockr 

J  and  in  the  fea  I  faw  fomething  with  a  pair  of 

Whedlft,  and  behind  if  a  fmall  boat,  in  which  wai 
a  man ;  the  wheels  turned  founrd  with  the  great* 

-  eft  velocity,  aift  it  went  through  thfe  fea  as  fwiflb 

as  the  Vrind,  and  prefently  q|me  to  the  placo 
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wbete  I  SUbod^  lahd  Ibra  rofe  up  oat  of  the  water# 
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Tn  a  moment  I  was  forced  into  it,  and  dowel  it 
went  again  $  at  firft  I  was  feized  with  great  fear, 
thinking  I  was  fure  to  be  drowned  ;  but  before  I 
got  to  the  water  I  faw  a  place  for  me  to  hold  by» 
on  which  I  laid  fail  hold,  and  my  fears  abated* 
As  (bon  as  I  reached  the  water  it  went  off  as  fail 
as  I  (aw  it  before,  and  through  the  fea  I  went^ 
lioping  to  get  out  on  the  q|^polite  fide :  but  no  1 
it  tilmed  with  me  bacV  again ;  and,  when  I  had 
gone  an  immenfe  way  in  the  water,  I  came  to  the 
largeil  wheat  flack  I  ever  faw,  which  flood  upon 
pillars*  I  begged  fo  earneftly  to  flay  by  this 
fiack  of  corn,  and  no^to  go  aiiy  farther,  that  it 
waked  me  out  of  my^fleep  in  great  agitation,  and 
in  a  few  minutes  after  this  fcripture  came  upon 
my  mind,  "  When  thou  paffe^  through  the 
waters  I  will  be  with  thee,  and  through  the  rivers, 
they  fhall  not  overflQW  thee$  when  thou  walkefl 
through  the  fire,  thou  (halt  not  be  burned,  nei* 
ther  fhall  the  flam^inc^e  upon  thee,'*  ITa.  xliii.  2» 
Which  kind  promife  has  hitherto  been  fulfilled^ 
for  God  hath  Been  with  me  and  fupported  me 
through  all  my  afBidlions,  and  he  hath  laid,  *'  I 
will  never  leave  thee,  nor  forfake  thee,'*  Heb. 
xiii.  5.  So  that  we  may  boldly  fay  the  Lord  is 
our  helper ;  "  BlefTed  is  the  man  that  endurtth 
temptation,  when  he^s  tried  he  Iball  receive  the 
crown  of  life,*'  Jam.  i,  12.  Gra#  and  flrength 
have  hitherto  beef  equal  to  my  day,  and  all  has 
worked  together  for  aiy  good ;  ^^  lie  Lord  is  the 
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pprtion  of  iniiBe  inheritance,  and  of  my  cupi; 
thou  niaii<aineft  my  lot»"  POilm  xvi*  5.  After^ 
Abraham  had  patiently  endured  be  obtained  the- 
piroroifej  Heb.  vi*  15.  The  Lord  will  not  forfake 
his  peQplQ>  nor  does  he  willingly  grieve  noraffli^ 
bis  children ;  but>  as  every  roan's  work  is  to  be  re*' 
YQaled  by  fire^  faith  (like  gold)  muft  be  tried;  and 
l^^ter  inibrms  ns  what  this  furnace  is  intended  ^ 
fofj  /^  That  the  trial  qI  your. faith,  being  roach 
i)H»re  precious  th^n  of  gold  that  periihetb>  though 
it  be  tried  ydth  ^re,  might  be  found  unto  praife» 
and  Aonour,  and  glory,  at  the  appearing  of  Jefus 
Chrift,"  I  Peter  i.  7.  The.Xord  watcheth  over^ 
bis  people  for  good,  and  heaa  nigh  unto  all  that 
fp^if  him;  he  keeps  tbcm  ntgbt  and  day:  and; 
rofiy  tbo  Lord  enable  n^e  .to  ft^nd  faft,  to  fight: 
the  good  fight t>f  faith,  and  to  finifh  myicourfe. 

■ 

y^ith  joy;  he  is  abl<  tO  keep  that  we  commit- 
Dpto  him  ^gainft  that  day,  and  has  promifed  to 
bring  all  hi9  rapfomed  people  to  Zion  ;  <'  Happy 
jire  the  people  that  are  in  fuch  a  cafe,  yea  bk&4 
are  the  people  whcfe  God  is  the  Lord/' 

'Before  I  began  to  write  this  narrative  I  was 
qiiite  a^a  lofs  to  know  how  to  proceed,  and  as  if 
I  knew  not  where  tq  begini  nor  what  to  fay ; 
when  this  fcripture  caipe  upon  my  mind,  **  But 
the  Comforter,  which  is  the  Holy  Gholl,  whom 
th(  Father  will^nd  in  my  name,  he  {hall  teach 
)5>u  all  things,  and  bring  all  things  to  your  re-^ 
Q^mbrance  vvhatfoeveT.  I  have  fatid  qntg  y^u^ 
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Jdbnjov^^^  And  «s  I  went  mi'thldgfeflme 
firclh  to  my  mind,  which  whtn  I  MM  titrit  I- 
wrote  down,  and  the  promife  was  fulfilled,  *^  He 
fluUl  bring  all  things  to  your  remembrance  whaK 
focvcf-I  have  faid  unto  you."  Formerly  when  L 
was  under  heavy  and  grievous  trials,  I  uied  to* 
l6ok  at  them  as  coming  in  angev  and  in  a  vin*-^' 
didive  way,  wbieh  funk  me  very  low  :  but  now^- 
bleficd  be  God,  I  am  enabled  to  tiew  them  differ^ 
eotly;  '^Tbou  ibalt  alfo  ronfider  in  th^ne  heart 
that,  98  a  man  cbt^fteneth  hisfon,  fo  the  Lord  thy- 
God  chaftcneth  thee,'*  Dcut.  viii^  5.  And  I  be-^ 
lieve  the  intention  of  the  Mod  High,  ih  all  tbe 
fCifferings  that  I  have  had  to  this  day,  h^s  fa|een* 
to  humble  me,  to  prove  me,  and  to  do  me  good 
iftmy  latter  end;  <'ati  that  I  love,"  faith  t&o^ 
Lord,  ''  I  rebuke  and  chaflen."  G6d  will  vifit  fin 
with  the  rod;  but  he  hath  premiled,  faying, 
^^My  lovingkindnefs  will  I  not  utterjytake  from 
btmi  nor  fuffer  my  faithfulnefs  to  fail ;  my  cove-^ 
mnt  wit!  1  not  break,  nor  alter  the  thing  that  ia 
gone  out  of  my  lips,"  Pfalm  Ixxxis.  33,  S4. 

I  blefs  the  Lord,  and  rejoice  in  my  heart  to 
bear  of  your  fuccefs  in  bringing  fotlta  to  Chrift 
Jcfus,  the  only  friend  of  lod,  heiplefs  iinners* 
^'  He  that  is  our  God  is  the  God  of  falvation/* 
God  Almighty  be  with  and  blefs- my  dear  friend^ 
more  and  mere,  whom  he  hath  J»een  pleafed  to, 
tnakp  the  inftrument  of  bringing  to  my  heart 
the  glad  tidings  of  hia  moil  blefied  fa)wt^< 


s»- 


Many  I  know  have  ponfulted  to  caft  him  dowu 
from  biy  excellency ;  but  in  this  they  have  failed^ 
and  brought  ruin  upon  their  own  heads :  none 
ever  fought  againft  God  and  profpered.  "  He 
that  recciveth  whomfoerer  I  fend/*  faith  the 
Saviour^  "  receiveth  roe/*  The  Lord^s  hand  ifli 
made  known  tpwards  his  fervant^  asd.hiaiadigr 
nation  towards  his  enemies :  the  counfel  of  the- 
wicked  he  bringeth  to  nought.  *'  So  let  all  thine' 
enemies  periflj,  O  Lord;  but  let  them  that  love 
him  be  as  the  fun  when  he  goeth  forth  in  his 
fnight,*'  Judges  v.  31.  . 

4 
'  .  » 

Mpft  afFe<Slionately  youre^ 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERLAIN, 


<.JK 


t  J 


k 
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Tp  M«.  B  ]£  R  R  y,  Qreek  ^ir^^t,  Soho. 

•  ♦ 

^   DEAR  FRIZND, 

By  particular  defirc  I  take  up  ray  pen,  though 
in  3,  very  unfit  flate,  being  weak  in  body,  and 
darjc,  barren,  and  lifelefs  in  foul,  but  hope  it  wiU 
not  be  fo  long  j  for  we  are  told  that  **  wcepipg. 
may  endure  for  a  night,  but  joy  cometh  in  the 
morning/*      I  have  been  till   within  this  laft 
month  kept  nearer  to  the  Lord,  and  have  had 
greater  liberty  with  hitn  in  prayer,  than  I  ever 
had  before,  which  nnakes  me  more  fenlibly  feel 
my  deadnefs ;  but  believe  I  fhall  foon  be  deli- 
vered from  it.     Hope,  ere  this,  the  Doctor  is  re- 
covered of  the  illncfs  you  mentioned  in  your 
laft  ;  not  only  for  the  good  of  God's  church  and 
people,  but  to  expofe  thofe  heretics  that  write  or 
preaeh  againfl  fo  faithful  and  valuable  a  fervant  of 
the  Lord  as  he  is,  of  which  we  have  had  a  recent 
witnefs  in  our  own  family.     It  is  by  the  defirc 
of' my  iifter  Gardner,  of  Bodicott,  that  I  now 
write  to  inform  you  of  the  dealings  of  God  with 
her  foul,  thinking  you  might  fometime  or  other 
communicate  the  fame  to  Mr.  Huntington/  Had 
it  been  in  her  power,   fhe  would  have  imme* 
diately  fent  him  the  nyhole  account  herfelf  {  but 


I' 
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Ihe  fays»  that  words  cannot  exprefs  the  unutter- 
able love  fhe  feels  towards  him.  She  has  for  many 
years  been  a  fincere  fecker  of  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift^  and  almoft  as  long  an  admirer  of  Mr.  H* . 
and  a  conftaot  reader  of  his  works;  and  very 
great  efiabliChment'  (he  has  derived  from  them^  , 
which  (he  has  often  told  me^  and  declared^  that, 
if  that  dear  man  of  God  (meaning  Mr.  H.)  was 
right,  fo  was  fhe. 

I  was  at  Bodicott  about  a  month  before 
Chriftnias,  when  (he  appeared  in  great  diftrefs  of 
foul,  and  complained  that  her  temptations  were 
irery  great,  and  of  a  different  kind  to  any  that  fhe 
had  ever  experienced  before ;  ^  for,*  continued  ftiCt 
^  I  always  from  a  child  had  very  high  and  ex* 
alted  thoughts  of  the  Saviour ;  but  now  they  are 
fo  mean,  fo  bafe,  and  fo  blafphemous,  as  to  make 
my  blood  rankle  in  my  veins.*  And  fhe  wept 
like  a  child ;  it  grieved  me  to  the  very  foul  to 
fee  her  in  fuch  a  flal^ 

At  Chriftmas  I  faw  her  again,  when  ihe  ap- 
peared more  compofed^  as  the  temptation,  though 
not  removed,  was  much  weakened,  from  the 
effeas  of  a  letter  Mr«  H.  had  fent  to  a  Mr.  Cort 
of  Leicefler,  in  the  Second  Part  of  ^  The  Love  of 
Chrift,*  where  he  is  fpeaking  of  the  agreement 
or  bargain  of  the  finner,  under  his  firft  con- 
viction, with  the  Lord,  and  how  Chrift  makes 
and  takes  them  «t  their  word.  She  derived 
much  comfort  from  it,  and  it  was  the  conilant 

H 
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language  of  her  heart,  for  a  long  time,  that  this 
wa^  true ;  and  (be  feemed  Tery  impatient  to  fee 
a  book  entitled     *  The   Heavenly  Workfolks/ 
faying  flie  did  not  want  any  other  entertainment 
during  the  Chriftmas  than  the  reading  of  that 
book,  having  a  firm  perfualion  in  her  own  mind 
that,  if  {he  could  get  a  light  of  it,  ihe  ihould  be 
fet  at  liberty  ;  in  which,  blefled  be  God,  fte  was 
not  difappointed.       When   I   vifitcd*  Banbury, 
finding  the  book  was  publilhed,  I  took  the  ear- 
lieft  opportunity  of  fending  it  to  her.     On  the 
fabbath  before  1  received  your  letter,  I  was  with 
her  again,  when  (he  gave  mc  fuch  a  fweel  ac- 
count of  her  deliverance  as  it  is  not  in  my  power 
to  defcribe.     In  reading  the  latter  part  of  the 
book    her  temptations,  diftrefs  of  mind,   hard 
thoughts  of  God,  and  fears  of  death  and  damna- 
tion, all  fledj    and  fuch  love,  joy,  and  liberty, 
flowed  in  as  no  tongue  can  exprefs,  and  fuch  as 
Ihe  never  expedlcd  to  enjoy  till  within  a  few 
hours  of  death  ;  and  which,  though  fo  long  ago, 
ftill  continue  with  her.  She  faid  to  me,  *  Were  I 
to  die  this  moment,  I  have  no  more  doubt  of  my 
fafe  arrival  in  glory  than  if  I  was  already  there/ 
I  faw  hdr  again  the  laft  Lord's  day,  when  (he  told 
mc  that  her  joys  were  not  fo  great,  but  her   af- 
furance  was  ftill  the  fame  ;  though  Satan  fuggefls 
to  her  that  it  is  all  a  delulion,  and  that  if  Mr.  H. 
was  to  fee  her  he  would  call  her  a  hypocrite;  but, 
finding  this  to  have  no  effe6k,  he  tried  to  per- 
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fuade  her  that  ftie  was  an  idolater,  and  that  Ihe 
worfhipped  the  Doctor  inftead  of  God  :  this,  how- 
ever, had  DO  more'^weight  with  her  than  the  for- 
mer, as  flie  knew  from  what  quarter  it  came,  and 
that  the  penny  was  ftill  the  (lime.  She  longs 
much  to  fee  and  converfe  with  Mr.  H.  for  Ihe 
fays,  *  It  is  impoflible  for  him  to  have  one  natu- 
ral or  fpiritual  child  on  earth  that  has  a  greater 
affe6iion  foj  him  than  herfelf.*  I  was  alfo  much 
benefitted  in  reading  the  fame  book.  Oh,  my 
dear  friend,  how  highly  are  you  favoured  in  fit- 
ting under  fo  found  and  experimental  a  minifter  ! 
I  fhould  look  upon  it,  next  to  the  falvation  of  my 
foul,  as  the  greatcft  bleffing  I  could  enjoy. 

Pleafe  to  give  our  love  and  refpe<9s  to  Mr. 
Berry,  and  all  friends,  and  accept  the  fame  your- 
felf.  I  hope  you  are  all  well,  and  that  your 
fifler  is  recovered  from  her  late  confitiement.  I 
Ihould  be  happy  to  fee  any  of  you  whenever  con- 
venient. 

Believe  me  to  be 


Your  fincere  friend. 


A.  H. 


.  Clattercott, 
March  2i8t,  18 ]0. 
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To  the  Rev,  W.  Huntington. 

Lombard  Strtet,  3d  July,  1810. 
REV.   AND  DEAR  SIR,      , 

As  it  pleafed  God  to  make  you  inflrumental  iu 
calling  my  departed  wife  to  the  f^viog  knowledge 
of  God,  and  as  it  was  her  wifh  that  I  fhould  in- 
form you  of  the  ftate  in  which  fhe  departed,  I 
hope  you  will  excufe  my  troubling  you  with  this 
iTiort  account  of  her. 

She  remained  quite  ignorant  and  unconcerned 
about  the  date  of  her  foul  till  ihe  was  about 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  which  was  about  thir- 
teen years  ago ;  when,  one  Sunday  afternoon,  after 
fhe  had  be^  fpending  the  fore  part  of  the  day 
with  worldly  people,  having  been  always  fubjeft 
to  ill  health,  and  experiencing  many  difappoint- 
ments,  ihe  was  led  ta  reflect  on  the  vanity  of  all 
worldly  things,  and  found  immediately  her  heart 
going  \)ut  after  God,  and  wondered  at  his  good- 
nefs  in  fparing  her  fo  long.  She  diredly  fet  out 
to  go  to  Surrey  Chapel,  for  fhe  found  a  diflerent 
influence  to  what  fhe  ever  had  before. '  The  mi- 
niftcr,  Mr.  Jay,  took  thefe  words  for  his  text» 
^'  Behold,  I  fiand  at  the  door  and  knock ;  if  apy 
man  hear  my  voice,  and  open  to  me,  I  will  come 
in  to  him,  and  will  fup  with  him,  and  he  with  me." 
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Thcfc  words  ftruck  her  very  forcibly,  and  {he 
wondered  what  it  could  mean^  as  Ihe  underftood 
not  one  word  of  the  fermon ;  but  the  text  ftill 
abode  with  her ;  and  from  that  day  {he  found  a 
great  deadnefs  to  the  world,  and  was  enabled 
completely  to  turn  her  back  upon  it,  and  found 
a  great  love  to  reading  her  Bible,  and  being 
alone.  She  was  very  diligent  in  hearing  preach- 
ing at  Surrey  Chapel,  and  attending  at  the  morn- 
ing  prayer-meetings ;  but  fpoke  to  nobody.  She 
went  on  thus  for  feveral  weeks,  and  was  quite 
happy,  longing  to  die  and  be  with  God. 

A  friend  of  hers,  who  formerly  lived  with  her 
in  the  fame  family^  and  upon  whom  God  had 
bqgun  his  own  gracious  work,  hearing  that  there 
was  fomething  of  a  change  in  her,  advifed  her  to 
come  under  your  minifliy,  which  {he  accordingly 
did ;  and,  tliough  that  comfortable  influence  {he 
was  at  firft  under  began  gradually  to  wear  off, . 
yet  ihe  found  a  great  attachment  to  your  miniflry, 
and  clofely  attended  it,  without  reaping  any 
vifible  benefit  for  feven  years.  But  during  this 
time,  as  {he  iince  informed  me,  ihe  had  much 
working  in  her  mind  at  times,  as  ihe  could 
plainly  fee,  and  heartily  believed,  that  there  was 
a  reality  in  religion  which  (he  had  never  expe- 
rienced, and  often  ufed  to  be  faying,  {he  hoped  ' 
{he  ihould  never  pretepd  to  any  thing  farther 
than  what  ihe  felt,  for  ihe  would  fooner  die  in 
the  ftate  ihe  then  was  than  be  a  hypocrite. 
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About  this  time  it  pleafed  God  to  enlighten 
her  mind  a  little  into  what  you  uled  often  to  be 
inlilting  upoti  at  tha(  time,  which  was  the  necef* 
fity  of  life,  and  that  every  thing  Ihort  of  that 
would  come  to  nothing.  Upon  this  one  thing 
^e  dirc6ily  fet  her  heart ;  and  ufed  oAen  to  fay 
(he  was  convinced,  if  Ihe  bad  that,  cveiy  thing 
elfe  wQuld  follow.  And  now  Ihe  began  to  be 
exceedingly  anxi-ius  to  hear  at  every  opportunity  j 
biit  ufed  to  fay  when  fhe  came  home,  *  Life  is 
not  come  to  me  yet,  and  1  begin  to  fear  it  never 
will.'  On  Sunday  evening,  February  S,  1805, 
flie  fet  out  for  chapel  much  difcouraged,  as  (he 
was  far  advanced  in  pregnancy,  and  thought  it 
would  be  nearly  the  laft  time  fte  fhould  be  able 
to  go,  as  we  lived  then  nearly  four  miles  off.  On 
her  way  to  chapel  ftie  began  to  refleft  on  the 
ftate  Ihe  was  in,  how  long  ihe  had  heard  the 
word,  and  what  difficulties  Ihe  had  laboured  un- 
der, and  was  as farfrom  what  ihe  wanted  as  ever. 
She  then  began  to  aj^peal  to  God,  that  fhe  had 
waited  on  him  with  a  real  defirc  to  find  life,  and 
had  been  difappointed;  that  he  knew  fhe  could 
do  no  more  than  fhe  had  done.  She  reached 
chapel  with  great  difficulty,  fat  down  before  fer- 
vice  began,  and  found  a  great  defpair  come  over 
her  mind,  and  concluded,  with  much  reluctance, 
fhe  would  give  up  coming,  for  it  was  all  in  vain ; 
life  was  all  fhe  wanted,  and  fhe  found  fhe  could 
not  quicken  her  own  foul.  However,  fhe  thought 
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iv^ithm  herfelf^  as  this  would  perhaps  be  hw  lalL 
time  of  hearing,  Jhe  would  pay  all  poffibk  atten-^ 
tlon  to  the  fermcm.    . 

The  text  you  took  was  from  Adls  xvii.  26^, 
J7.  "  A*nd  hath  made  of  one  blood  aU  nar 
tioQs  of  noen,  for  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the 
earth  ;  and  hath  determined  the  times  before  ap-* 
pointed,  and  the  bounds  of  their  habitation;  that 
they  (hould  feek  the  Lord,  if  haply  they  might 
feel  after  him,  and  find  him,  though  be  be  not 
fer  from  every  one  of  us."  She  felt  nothing  at 
the  firft  part  of  the  ferraon,  though  Ihe  paid 
great  attention,  till  you  began  to  fpeak  upon 
feeking  the  Lord,  and  feeling  after  him ;  and  then 
ihe  began  to  feel  a  power  which  ftie  had  never 
felt  before.  She  faid  that  every  word,  to  the  very 
end  of  the  difcourfe,  agreed  With  her  feelings;  fo 
that  when  you  had  done  fhe  fcarcely  knew  where 
ftkc  was,  being  fo  loft  and  fwallowed  up  with  the 
power  fhe. felt,  particularly  when  you  was  fpeak* 
tng  upon  feeling  for  God,  and  his  being  not  far 
frem  fuch.  In  that  part  you  were  led  to  fpeak 
laqgely  upon  the  text  which  firft  ftruck  her  mind 
the  day  Ihe  went  to  Surrey  Chapel,  <^  Behold  I 
ftand  at  the  door  and  knock,  &c."  *  I  knew/ 
faid  ihe^  *  I  was  trying  to  open  to  him  juft  as 
Mn  Huntington  defcribed.'  She  returned  horne^ 
without  fpeaking  to  any  one,  in  great  agitation, 
and  defired  nte  not  to  fpeak  to  her.  '  Why  not,* 
fgAd  I  ?  '  Dont  fpeak  a  word^*  (aid  ihe»      I  re* 
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plied,  'Ton  have  got  the  prize;  I  know  you 
have  life.* — Dear  &:»  I  muft  here  inform  you 
that^  when  my  wife  went  out  that  nighty  I  felt 
much  for  her  after  ihe  was  gone,  knowing  how 
poorly  ihe  was,  and  how  low  ihe  feemed  in  her 
mind.  As  foon  as  I  could  I  retired  in  private,  to 
entreat  the  Lord  to  ilrengthen  her,  and  protect 
her  fafely  back  again ;  when  all  at  once  I  was  led 
with  fuch  energy  to  beg  that  the  word  might  be 
made  efie^lual  to  beget  life  in  her  foul,  and  was 
fo  perfuaded  that  it  would,  that  I  waited  with  the 
greateft  anxiety  for  her  return,  and  fhould  have 
l)een  much  difappointed  had  it  not  been  the  cafe« 
But  bleiled,  for  ever  bleiTed,  be  the  Lord,  I  had 
a  full  anfwer  to  my  prayers,  and  much  enlarge* 
ment  of  foul  that  night — I  ihall  never  forget  it 

From  that  moment  till  the  day  of  her  death,  it 
might  truly  be  faid  of  her,  that  ihe  gave  all  di]i-> 
gence  to  make  her  calling  and  eledlion  fure.  She 
had  immediately  the  Spirit  of  grace  and  fuppli* 
cation  poured  out  upon  her,  and  I  know.  Ihc 
found  great  neamefs  to  Grod  in  private  prayer. — 
The  word  of  God,  which  had  all  the  while  till 
now  been  as  a  fealed  book,  began  to  be  opened 
to  her  ;*  and  I  really  could  but  wonder  at  the 
progrefs  ihe  made,  and  fo  do  niiany  others  now, 
who  could  fee  God's  good  hand  towards*  her. 

I  could  mention  many  fermons  which  Grod 
made  a  great  bleiling  to  her,  but  am  fearful  I 
ihall  be  tedious;  only  I  muft  here  obferve,  that 


I 
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the  book  eptitled  '<  The  Deftruaion  of  Death,** 
&C.  (he  prized  next  to  the  Bible^  it  was  fo 
blefled  to  her,  as/ar  as  fhe  could  then  go  with  it. 
She  was  naturally  of  a  quiet  difpofition,  and  had 
but  little  to  fay  in  converfation ;  but  was  very 
obfervant  of  the  bleiTed  Spirit's  operations  on  her 
own  foul ;  and  in  about  eighteen  months  time 
was  brought  to  enjoy  fo  much  of  the  love  of  God, 
and  could  fpeak  with  fuch  a  favour  and  certainty 
about  it,  as  made  feveral  good  people  greatly  to 
admire  God*s  goodnefs  to  her. 

Her  defire  to  hear  the  word  was  always  very 
great ;  and^  though  our  little  family  was  at  times 
a  great  hinderance,  yet  (he  embraced  every  oppor* 
tunity,  both  winter  and  fumroer,  and  all  wea- 
thers, which  I  believe  was  the  means  of  haflening 
her  death  in  the  end,  Yor  (he  was  feldom  free 
from  colds,  which  at  laft  fettled  on  her  lungs, 
and  brought  on  a  gradual  decline,  for  the  laft 
two  years.  On  Sunday,  the  4th  of  March  laft, 
Ihe  fet  out  for  chapel  very  weak, '  faying  (he 
would  try  her  ibrength  once  more.  With  great 
difEculty  ihe  got  up  i  but  on  her  returp,  coming 
down  Holborn,  fhe  flood  flill  to  let  a  coach  turn 
up  Hatton  Garden,  when  a  drunken  man  ran 
with  full  force  againfl  her,  and  beat  her  with 
great  violence  under  the  horfes ;  and  the  wheel 
is  fuppofed  to  have  pafled  o^er  her  fhoulder^ 
which  diflocated  it,  and  bruifed  her  head.  She 
was  brought  home  to  me  in  a  coach.    The  doc- 
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tor  fet  her  flioulder,  and  faid  he  hopmSi  flic  would 
Aion  do  well :  but,  when  he  came  to  fee  her  the 
next  day,  he  told  me  not  to  flatter  myfelf,  for  flic 
would  not  live  long— Iha  might  do  well  with 
refpeft  to  her  hurt,  but  her  lungs  were  quite 
gone;  which  was  a  great  blow  to  rae. — ^This 
Providctuje  feemed  rather  fltiggering  to  us  both; 
ftie  was  at  firfl:  cxercifed  with  much  fpirltual^dc- 
fertion  ;  but  it  pleafed  God,  after  about  a  month, 
to  vifit  her  again  with  much  of  Ws  prefence,  and 
then  flic  talked  much  of  his  goodnefs  to  her. 
She  now  read  **  The  Deflru6licn  of  Death*'  over 
again,  faying,  flie  could  now  follow  Mr.  Hunting- 
ton  to  the  very  end  of  it ;  and  that  fl^e  had  been 
enabled  to  cxercife  every  grace  therein  mentioned, 
and  had  certainly  found  life  at  different  times  in 
them  all.  She  had  not  the  lead  fear  of  death, 
but  ofien  longed  earneftly  for  it.  In  her  illnefs 
flie  once  dreamed  that  flie  was  at  chapel,  and  faw 
a  fmall  fliock  of  corn,  which  grew  right  under 
your  pulpit ;  and  that  it  was  fo  ripe  and  br^wn, 
it  only  wanted  to  be  cut  down.  In  relating  it  fliie 
faid,  '  I  know  what  it  means.' 

She  was  exercifed  at  times  with  much  fpiritual 
defertion,  which  taught  her  how  dependent  flic 
was  on  the  bleflTed  Spirit  for  every  drop  of  confo- 
lation :  but  'flic  faid,  *  He  ftlll  leaves  his  wit* 
nffg,  at  the  worfifof  times,  to  the  reality  of  his 
own  work,  and  I  am  not  at  all  afraid  of  coming 
fliort  at  lall.*     She  called  me  to  her  a  little  be* 


"\ 
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fore  flie  died,  and  defired  rae  to  girc  her  kindeft 
love  to  you.  'Tell  him/  faid  ihc,  'I  aA  a 
whnefs  of  the  truth  of  hw  do6lfine,  let  others  fay 
what  they  may ;  and  it  will  do  for  me  to  die 
by/  She  was  continually  inquiring  after  Mr. 
Jenkins's  wclfaxc,  his  letters  having  bee^very 
ufeful  ^o  her  at  *imes. 

A, little  before  Ihe  died  fhe  told  me,  one  even- 
ing,  that  fht*Tfad  ftctvi^i^ivrA -^  Vvlftt  fromuhcr  dear  • 
Saviour,  that  he  had  been  with  her  all  luat  day, 
and  fuch  fweet  familiarity  fhe  had  enjoyed,  that 
ihe  could  not  defcribe  it,  and  defired  me  to  read  , 
the  Song  of  Solomon  all  over  to  her. 

S'e  found  much  of  the  path  of  tribulation  all 
through  her  walk,  and  was  deeply  exercifed  with 
the  plague  of  the  heart,  and  acknowledged  that 
fhe  found  corrupt  nature  jufl:  as  bad  tb  the  laft; 
that  (he  had  Dot  one  good  work  to  plead,  but 
found  herfelf.to  be  juft  fuch  as  the  Saviour  pro- 
mifes  to  fave ;  that  fhe  never  was  fuffered  to  lay 
a  prefumptuous  claim  on  him,  nor  exceed  what 
God  had  himfelf  done  for  her,  antf  now  found 
her  claim  flood  faft  in  the  day  of  trial.  She  fuf- 
fered much  in  body,  and  was  not  expelled  to  live 
one  hour  after  another  for  the  laft  month/  But 
three  days  hyefore  her  death  fhe  was  .delivered  of 
a  child,  which  lived  about  thirty  hours :  from 
that  time  Ihe  coiild  fcarcely  fpcak,  but  retained 
her  fenfes  to  tjie  laft,  and  died  in  fweet  peace  on 
Monday  the  18th  of  June,  in  the  36th  year  of  her 
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agCi  and  was  interred  on  the  Saturday  following, 
at  bir  own  requeft^  in  Bunhill  Fields,  where  a 
few  that  loved  her  met  and  faog  a  hymn  over     ^    ' 
her.  ♦^  ^ 

She  had  a  fhort  interview  with  you  about  a    ' 
year  ^p>  lad  February  at  the  veftry,  when  you  . 
cordially  received  hen     She  told  you  then  that 
we  lived  at  Lambeth,  in  the  fame  houfc  with  L      ^ 
Benjamin  Thatfibci>  -^  -  "^ 

Tajy^flF^  cxcufe  the  liberty  I  have  taken ;  and 

may  the  Lord  fiill  continue  to  comfort  and  fup- 
port  you,  ^^ 

Prays  your  much  indebted  friend 

■ 

And  well-wiflier, 
ROBERT  EEDES. 


«>    jT 


TH£   END, 


7.  Bensley»  Print«,  Btlt  Court,  Rett  SaM|»ipondon^ 


V  ■       I 
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TO 


MR.    HUNTINGTON, 

CHURCH-STREITj  rA.DDINQTO{f» 

^  Reverend  Sir, 

JL  HE  vile  reproaches  unjuftly  caft  upon  you 

and  your  doifkrine,  by  the  R—  R H , 

have  long  grieved  the  minds  of  manv  (impie  and 
godly  ibuls,  and  ierved  as'  a  ftumbling-block  to 
niany  of  Zion'^eeble  travellers. 

Tlie  unchriftian-like  difpofition  he  nmanifeiled 
againft  you,  when  he  rcfufed  to  preach  in  the  fame 
place  with  you  at  Greenwich  j  but  more  efpccially, 
his  offering  to  preach  in  oppofition^  whenever  you 
Ihould  be  given  out  for  the  new  place  at  Deptford ; 
has  farther  evidenced  his  rooted  malignity,  and 
not  ^  little  added  to  the  aftonifhment  of  i  .:  t  who 
wifli  for  the  peace  and  pro^^.  t"  of  Zioj. 

Hearing  he  was  to  preach  on  Tuefday  laft,  in 
oppofition  to  you,   at    Deptforu,   I,   with   feme 

a  2  friends. 
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friends,   attended,  for  the  purpofc  of  taking  the 
Sermon  in  fliort-hand,  that  "  in  the  mouth  of  two  or 
"  three  witneffes  every  word  might  be  cftablilhed/* 
/  or  overthrown. 

As  the  occafion  of  Mr.  H 's  preaching  was 

{o  generally  known,    I  prefume    (notwithftanding 

your  name  is  not  literally  mentioned  in  it)  that  you 

will  need  no  apology,  either  to  the  Church  or  to 

the  World,  for  confidering  it  as  addrdTed  to  your* 

felf,  and,  confequently,  giving  it  a  full  anfwcr,  fo  \ 

far  as  truth  is  concerned.     For  that  purpofc.  Sir, 

we  herewith  commit  it  to  your  perufal  and  cuftody;   ^ 

fincerely  wifhing  and  praying  the  Lord  may  direct  ( 

V.j^ur  heart  and  hand  for^  the  good  of  his  chofen, 

'i  and  his  own  glory. 

r 

■^  Reverend  Sir, 

Yours,  for  the  Truth's  fake. 


«^ 


MANY  FRIENDS. 
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PREFACE. 


TO    THE 


REVEREND    ROWLAND   HILL, 


MINISTER  OF  THR  GOSPEL  AT  SURREY  CHAPEL. 


REVEREND   SIR, 


Jri 


;  AV I N  G .  been  re;pcatedly  informed  of  the 
V  many  puh]j^  cautions  and  warnings  that  you  have 

given  to  r^no^s  'congregations  againft  me  and  my 
doftrine,  which  have  all  been  drawn  from  the  Fifth 
Chapter  of  Matthew's  Go/pel;  I  have  therefore  pre- 
fumed  to  Ihew  mine  opinion  of  every  text  in  that 
chapter  which  you  have  either  opened,  brought 
forth,,  or  mentioned :  and,  having  publifhed  them, 
I  fend  the  firft  Copy  for  your  perufal,  and  the  reft 
^  to  the  Church  at  large,  that  our  brethren  may  judge 

hetwixt  us.  Gen.  xxxi.  37. 
•  The  Sermon  that  you  delivered  againft  me  at 
Deptford,  I  have  got  in  my  hand,  and  have  delibe* 
\  rately  confidered  it.    I  did  not  treat  it  with  that 

;a  3  contempt 
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contempt  with  which  you  treated  a  book  of  mine§ 
'*  which  you  took  up  with  a  pair  o{  tongs ^  tnd  or* 
*^  dered  your  fervant  to  uke  it  dowa  ftairs^  and  do 
*•  what  flic  would  with  it."  A  tcftimony  of  divine 
truth  is  not  fit  fuel  for  fire. 

No  fmall  degree  of  anger  has  burnt  in  your  heart 
againft  nie»  for  the  ipace  of  almoi^  feven  ytars^ 
ever  fince  I  publiibed  my  Tidings  from  fFaUingfordi 
which  fo  exafpcratfd  you  in  the  company  of  ^dr• 
Carnal  at  Wooburn^  that  you  faidj  '^  You  cared,  not 
^^  what  I  might  have  faid  or  wrote  againft  you,  but 
<*  the  great  oftcncc  was  writing  againft  your  friend/' 
They  are  the  bcft  friends.  Sir,  who  love  our  Lord  x 

Jcfus  Chrift  in  fincerity  and  truth.  The  gentleman 
whom  I  oppofed,  either  does  preach  the  do£trines  of 
the  Church  of  England,  (which  he  fubfcribed)  or 
he  does  not.     If  he  does,  why  do  you  not  vindicate  ^  j 

iiis  doftrine?  But,  if  he  docs  not,  ajid  my  Tidings 
ure  true,  "  why  am  I  become  your  enemy  for  telling 
*^  you  the  truth?"  Gal.  iv.  i6.  Are  we  not  com- 
manded by  God  himfelf  '^  to  ftop  the  mouths  of 
"  fubvertcrs?"  {Tit.  i.  ii.) — Certainly  we  are. 

Your  warning  your  Society  almoft  three  years^ 
(I  will  not  fay  day  and  night  with  tears^  Aftsxx.31.) 
**  not  to  read  my  books,  or  even  to  hear  me  preach,** 
was  needlcfs  5  for  I  have  no  defire  to  "  take  one 
**  (beep  out  of  your  fold,  or  he*goat  out  of  your 
^'  ftall." 

Yom 


PKBEACt*'  vd- 

• 

Ydur  digging  into  all  the  follies  of  my  ydiBth,  and 
bringing  th^m  forth  at  your  church-meeting  before 
an  hundred  people^  concerning  my  Natne,  Child^ 
&c.  &c.  which  I  had  publilhed  xo  the  world  ac 
large,  can  never  be  called  fulfilling  the  Royal  Law^ 
James,  ii.  1i.  Yea>  yourfelf  had  fome  doubts  whe^ 
ther  this  would  bear  the  light,  becaufe  you  ehforced 
a  Roman  edift,  and  enjoined  lecrefyj  but,  alas! 
^^  as  it  Was  in  the  beginning,  is  now — the  more  you 
*^  Chargicd  thero>  the  mort  they  fpread  it  abroad/*  ' 
If  God  fends  his  mlnifters  to  plead  againft  (his  own 
children)  their  reproatbj  (Job,  xix.  5.)  much  mighc 
have  beeh  fi^id  againft  Mojis^s  killing  the  Egyptian i 
againft  Fauly  for  perfecution  and  bloodfhedi  and 
againft  iV/w,  **  for  elcefs  of  wine>  itvelling,  ban* 
*^  queting,  and  abominable  idolatries,"  1  Tti.  iv.  3% 
But  they  kft  this  brartch  of  the  work  to  the  ac-> 
cuier  iA  the  brethren^  add  preached  the  Gofpeli 
and  it  would  be  no  grief  of  heart  to  you,  Sir>  in  a 
dying  hour,  if  you  were  to  go  and  do  likewifim 

Furthermore,  if  you  were  kept  entirely  free  and 
|)ure  frodl  every  vice  throughout  your  childhood 
and  youth,  all  the  better>.  glory  in  this.  I  neither 
envy  nor  covet  either  your  purity  or  happinefs,  any 
more  than  the  *'  Prodigal  Son>  in  his  ring  and  robe^  - 
^^  envied  his  elder  brother,  who*  had  never  at  any 
'*  time  tranfgrefled  the  commandment/'  Luke^  xv^ 

a  4  *^  But 
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**  BdS  you  would  never  preach  in  Greenwich  Ta^ 
f*  bernaele  while  I  was  permitted  to  fpeak  there." 
Be  it  fo.  I  took  no  offence  at  that-,  nor  will  I  fay- 
that  you  arc  without  a  precedent  in  fo  doing:  other 
pious  fbuls^  as  well  as  you,  have  faid — '*  Stand  by 
*'  thyfelf ;  come  not  near  to  me,  for  I  am  holier 
**  than  thou/'  IJai.  Ixv.  5.  And  far  be  it  from  me 
to  make  you  Icfs  holy  than  you  'are.  When  your 
abfeneey  Sir,  and  other  holy  brethren's  dijlike,  had 
procured  my  difmiflion  from  Greenwich,  I  took  it 
patiently  without  gainfaying;  and  I  thought  that> 
when  I  had  opened  a  place  for  myfclf  in  another 
parilh,  the  offence  would  have  ceafcd — ^but  no  r  for 
although  you  would  never  appear  in  Greenwich 
pulpit'  while  I  was  admiued  there,  yet  you  have 
never  appeared  there  once  fince,  and  left  me  out  of 
rt.  I  muft  not  go  in,  yet  you  carry  me  in;  and, 
though  I  may  not  fpeak  for  myfelf,  you  are  fure  aU 
ways  to  fpeak  of  me. 

Your  charge  to  the  people  to  read  the  fifth 

chapter  of  Matthew *s  Gofpel  before  they  came  to 

hear  me,"  I  have  conlidered;  and,  lefl:  they  ihould 
not  be  obedient  to  you  in  all  things,  and  to  let  you 
know  that  I  am  not  afraid  to  read  that  chapter,  I 
have  publifhed  an  explanation  of  thofe  texts  that  you 
referred  them  to,  and  beg  of  you  to  refute  me,  if 
you  think  I  am  wrong. 

At  Mr.  T d's  meeting,  you  informed  them 

that,  "  if  you  fliould  fay  the  Law  is  not  a  Rule 

"  of 
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**  of  Life,  you  (hould  expeA  horns  to  grofc  out  of 
«*  your  head,  and  your  feet  to  be  cloven.'*  Then, 
Sir,  what  mud  Paul  be,  who  tells  us  that  the  be* 
liever  is  not  under  the  Law,  but  under  Grace;  and 
that  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Law  is  fulfilled  in  them 
that  believe;  and  that  the  Grace  of  God  teaches  men 
to  deny  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  lufts,  and  to  live 
Ibberly,  righteoufly,  and  godly,  in  the  world  ? 
You  quoted  a  paffage  out  of  my  Arminian  Skclc^ 

ton  in  B Fields;  and  faid,   **  Before  a  mia 

*'  got  into  the  pulpit,  and  advanced  fuch  things^ 
*'  he  ihould  put  on  a  fooVs  capJ"*  Does  aflerting 
that  "  God  is  our  Father,  and  the  Church  our 
**  Mother,"  entitle  a  man  to  fuch  an  emamenlf 
Can  you  prove  the  faying  to  be  either  falie  or 
fooliih?  If  you  can,  -it  lies  upon  you  to  do  it>  and 
upon  me  to  defend  it.  If  you  can  difprove  any 
doftrine  that  I  hold — you  know  they  arc  publifhed 
to  the  world — do  it ;  and  if  you  cannot,  or  will  not, 
then  leave  off  cdling  me  "  Antinomian^  Bad  Spirit, 
**  that  Fellow,  and  Spiritual  HI— Vg—d:'  That 
frft  word  is  fadly  matched  j  for  the  fifth  chapter  of 
Matthew's  Gofpel  gives  no  licence  for  fuch  hard 
fpeeches,  efpecially  againft  a  fervant  of  Chrift,  whofe 
doArines  you  cannot  overthrow,  whofe  ofefolneft 
you  cannot  deny,  and  whofe  life  you  cannot  cenfure. 
But  I  am  informed,  by  one  of  your  own  people, 
that  "  you  have  long  wiflied  that  I  would  take  up 
**  my  pen  againft  you,  that  you  might  profccute  me 

b  «  for 


«*  for  a*libcl/*  If  cvtty  minifter  of  the  CotptU 
^bo  vindtottes  his  life  and  dodtrinc  againft  fcandali 
ipho  preaches  againft  errofs^  and  who  writes  againft 
falfc  do6h-incs,  Or  falfe  evidences,  is  to  be  fufd  at 
law  for  libels,  we  {hould  foon-Caufc  the  Holy  One  of 
Jfrae!  to  tmjt  from  before  usy  Ilaii  xxx.  ii.  Petci* 
might  have  profccuced  Paul  for  this^  for  he  wich* 
fiood  hrm  to  the  face:  and,  indeed,  the  Scriptures 
are  full  of  fuch  Hbels;  and  who  can  efcape  them^ 
and  be  faithful  ?  '^  Dare  any  of  you^  having  % 
•*  nutter  againft  another,  goto  law?"  i  Cer*  vi.  u 
Indeed^  Mofes  fays-^— "  An  eye  for  an  eye,  and  tooth 
•*  foTr  roothi"  but  I  have  not  injured  you  dt  all* 
Sure  I  am,  that  the  fifth  chapter  of  Matthew's  Gofpel 

* 

gives  no  licence  for  fuch  a  praftlce.  It  tdls  me  to 
give  cny  cloak  to  him  that  fucs  for  my  coat,,  but 
you  ftiall  moft  furcly  have  both  my  cloak  and  coat^ 
without  fuing  at  law,  if  you  fend  for  them* 

But  I  truftj  Reverend  Sir,  that  your  weapons  are 
ftbt  carnah  (^  Cor»  x.  4.)  and  that  the  /word  of  the 
Spirit  \i  fufficient  for  you  in  all  matters  of  contro* 
vcrfy.  Flying  to  the  temporal Jword^  in  fuch  cafts^ 
is  making  the  Law  ibt  only  Rule  of  Life  with  a  wit^ 
nefs.  But  I  am  pcrfuadcd  better  things  of  you* 
Sir,  though  you  may  have  thus  fpokenj  for  I  can- 
pot  believe  that  a  man  of  fuch  holinefs,  who  refufes 
even  to  occupy  a  pulpit  defiled  by  me>  would  cvef 
a&  like  the  Jcwifli  Fharifces,  "  who  provoked  th^ 

"  Saviour 
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Saviour  to  fpeak  many  things,  that  they  might 
*'  catch  fomething  out  of  his  mouthy  in  order  to 
**  betray  him  into  the  hands  of  the  governor/* 
That  be  far  from  my  brother  Rowland,  and  front 
"^  every  other  fellow-labourer  in  the  kingdom  and 
patience  of  Chrifl* 

fFe  are  to  do  as  we  ^ould  he  done  by.  If  I  have 
deviated  from  this  ruleiti  my  conduA  towards you^ 
Reverend  Sir,  convince  Ae  of  it;  "  and  if  you  have 
**  aHed  agreegbly  io^'tbis  rule  yourfclf,"  you  will  be 
no  more  offended  at  my  addreiling  my  Sermon  ta 
you  for  your  perufal^  than  I  was  at  your  levelling 
your  Sermon  againft  mc^  to  reprefcnt  me  as  giving 
licence  to  Jin.  For  my  par^,  I  am  willing  to  come 
up  to  my  brother  Rowland^s  ftandard  in  every  good 
work:  if  we  differ,  it  (hall  only  be  about  words,  oC 
about  which  Jhall  be  the  greateji ;  and,  if  we  muH 
ftrive  for  mattery,  I  hope  that  he,  and  only  he,  will 
be  crowned,  wbofirives  lawfully.  I  have  this  com- 
fort, however,  that  if  all  the  courts  of  law  in  Great 
Britain  were  to  be  moved  egaintt  me,  they  would 
never  drive  a  worfe  trade  with  me  than  Mofes  did: 
be  took  both  body  and  goods;  hie  ftripped  me,  not 
only  of  my  coat^  but  of  every  other  covering  that  I 
bad  I  he  took  my  cloak — of  hypocrify — and  my  bed 
from  under  me;  and,  at  latt,  took  my  life  alfo.  Fpr, 
as  Paul  fays,  J^Fhen  the  commandment  came,  Jin  re^ 
Hfivid^  and  I  died;  and  at  length  he  left  me  poor,  and 
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wretched,  and  miferable,  and  blind,  and  naked  i 
and,  though  I  gained  my  pvint  in  the  end,  yet  this 
Was  all  chat  I  got  by  Law. 

I  (hall  now  beg  leave  t^^  make  a  few  Remarks  on 
the  Difcourfe  that  you  le^^led  at  my  dodrine,  and 
fliew  you  wherein  we  diffi^,  and  fubmit  them  to 
your  judgment.  This,  I  tr^,  can  give  no  offence : 
for  the  Spirit  of  ike  pr(ipj^  Js  fubjeB  to  the  pro- 
phets \  and  thofe  thzXijjgf^nflruSed  in  the  fVord^ 
ore  to  communicate  to  bim  tkf^^e/icheth  in  all  good 
things.  Your  text  is — E^ept  your  righteou/ne/s' 
jhall  exceed  the  rigbteoujnejs  of  the  Scribes  and  Pha^ 
rifeesy  ye  Jhall  in  no  cafe  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  % 

heaven.  Matt.  v.  20.  What  you  have  faid  upon 
the  text,  may  be  put  int^a  vei-y  fmall  compafs,  and 
be  anfwered  with  a  very  few  words. 

QyoT.  "  Now  I  dare  venture  to  fay,  that  fome  of  you 
"  cxped^,  from  this  texjr,  that  I  ihould  give  you  the  follow- 
ing interpretation  of  it :  That  fince  the  Scribes  and 
Pharifees  rnatJi?  a  great  buftlc  about  dgt^teoufnefs,  that 
**  the  nghteodlneTs  b^e  incant  is  the  righteoufnefs  of 
*^  Chrift.  But  thkt-is  not  Aa  meaning'of  this  text.  Are 
**  you  alarmed  at  it  .^^  * fJ^^'tnc  text  don't  relate  to  Juftifi- 
*^  je«40H^M>ut  to  S9n£tific2^ion.'' 

.  A  NSW.  I  think  my  brother  Rowland  is  intirely 
wrAng  here;  and  that  he  does  contradift  the  Saviour 
himfek^  who,  in  this  text,  fhcws  the  need  of  what  he 
had  faid  before.     The  Lord  had;  in' a  preceding 
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verFc,  ilejfed  them  that  did  hunger  and  thirji  after 
right eoujnefs^  and  f aid  they  fiould  be  filled :  and  thert 
goes  on  to  tell  them,  that  he  came  lo  fulfil  the  Law.. 
Which  fulfiilirtg  obedience  of  his  was  to  fill  them  that 
hungred  and  tbirfted  after  righteoujnefs.  And  withouc 
this  excellent  obcdiencfl^of  his  ht\n^  imputed  to  them, 
(which  exceeds  all  the  obedience  of  the  Scribes  and 
l^harifees)  they  could  in  no  fcnfc  be  filled^  nor  in 
any  cafe  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  It  is, 
righteoufnefs i  Sir,  that  gives  us  a  right  and  title  to 
the  kingdom;  and  it  is  fanWfication  that  gives  us  a 
meetnejs  for  it.  Righteoujnejs^  and  not  SanSlification^ 
is  what  the  text  means. 

QyOT.  **  There  is  a  meaning  in  theft  words^  and  it  muft 
be  a  folemn  one :  Except  your  righteeufnefs  exceed  the 
righieoufnefs  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees^  ye  Jhall  in  n9 
cafe  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  And  now  /  will  bi 
bold  to  fay ^  that  the  righteoufnefs  of  Cljrijl^  here  mentioned^ 
**  is  this ;  that  when  the  Pharifees  thought  they  fhould  be 
•*  juftified  by  an  external  rIghteoufnef>  of  their  own  per* 
*^  formance,  our  Lord  gives  them  to  underftand,  that  a 
*^  jnan  will  never  enter  irtto  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  that 
docs  not  talk  of  being  juftiiied  by  it.  But  he  will  never 
go  to  heaven^  he  will  never  be  in  a  kingdom  of  grace  in 
time,  he  will  never  be  in  glory  to  eternity  ;  unlefs  in  his 
"  perfonarTlate,  through  the  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
he  is  made  more  righteous  than  a  Scribe  or  a  Pharifee, 
inwardly,  and  experimentally,  and  internally.  That  is 
the  meaning  of  my  text.*\ 

Answ. 
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Answ.    I  muft  confcfs,  reverend  and  dear  Sip« 

that  I  do  not  underftand  this.     You  here  call  it  tk/st 

rigbteoufnefs  of  Cbrift  mentioned.     Before,  you  faid, 

that  it  was  hot  Chrift's  righteoufnefs  meant  in  the 

text,  &c.    It  is  Juftification  that  brings  a  man  into 

a  ftate  of  grace,  and  it  is  the  fame  that  gives  a  man 

a  title  to  heaven :  ^be  righteous  nation^  thai  keepeth 

^be  triUbi  Jball  enter  in. — Whom  God  juftifiesy  them  hi 

glorifies.     This  act  of  juftifying  includes  fanftifica-  . 

tion,  both  by  the  blood  of  Chrift  and  by  the  Spirit 

of  God,  for  it  is  always  accompanied  with  it.     It  is 

the  Spirit  that  works  faith  in  the  heart  to  believe  j  i 

ic  is  the  Spirit  that  applies  the  aton^.nent  *,  Jt  is  the 

Spirit  that  takf  s  the  'rig'hteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  and  ^ 

Ihews  it  to  us,  and  reveals  it  in  us,  and  bears  his 

foul-farfsfying  witncfs  to  the  glorious  work :  *'  We  } 

arejiiftified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and 

by  the  Spirit  of  our  God."     Thex  righteoufnefa 

of  Faith,  and  the  tcftimony  of  the  Spirit,  always  go 

together :    *«  He^  that  believes  bath  the  witnefs  /n 

«•  bimfelf:'  ,  '  ' 

» 
X^OT,    **  I  am  fpeaking  of  Mr.  Hart's  Hymns ;   and, 

*^  was  be  to  rife  out  of  the  grave,  and  his  dear  ele£l  foul 

*'  again  to  be  embodied,  I  am  furc,  at  this  prefcnt  day, 

**  thofe  things  that  many  people  of  lax  and  wanton  difpo- 

^*  fitions  are  likely  to  fall  into,  he  woujd  draw  forth  fuch 

^^  a  fword,  and   brandifli  it  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  would 

**  give  you  to  underftand  there  is  no  fu^ord  fo  w^Il  calcu- 

**  latcd  to  cut  down  iin  to  the  very  ground,  as  the  glorious 

**  /word 
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<<  Jkuori  of  a  free  grace  Go/pel^  through  Jcfus  Chrtft. 
^*  So  that  I  iimply  aflc  you  to  look  at  the  meaning  of  my  iext^ 
**  Except  your  rightcoufnefs  fhall  exceed  the  righteoufners 
^  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  ye  (hall  in  no  cafe  enter 
^'  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.'* 

* 

Answ.  I  do  not  rightly  comprehend  this.  Sir. 
You  fay,  at  one  place,  that  the  text  means  SanSlifica^ 
Hon.  idfyy  You  fay  your  text  hath  a  meanings  and 
it  muji  be  a  folemn  one.  ^^fy.  To  be  made  righteous 
ty  the  Spirit  jnternallyy  is  the  meaning  of  the  text. 
And,  ^hly.  The  Sword  of  a  Fret-grace  Go/pel  is  the 
meaning  of  it-«-which  you  go  on  to  confirm. 

QuoT.  ^'  I  preached  from  this  text  not  long  ago  before : 
<<  and  J  was  faying  to  one,  a  worthy,  good  minifter,  I  often 
^*  wondered  why  people  are  fo  ^mobferving^  not  to.  know 
**  the  meaning  of  that  text.  "  Why,"  fays  he,  "  I^ronfe!^, 
-^^  to  nay  fhame,  when  reading  it  fo  a  little  while  ago,  I 
*^  was  fo  grieved  to  think  I  ihould  fancy  that  word  could 
••  medn  anything  but  Regeneration :  **  Except  your  rigbte* 
^*  oufnefs  exceeds  the  rightcoufnefs  of  the  Scribes,'*  &c»  &e« 

Answ.  This,  Sir,  is  all  the  explanation  that  you 
liave  given  of  the  text ;  and .  it  hath  left  me  full  as 
dark  as  the  good  minifter  himfelf.  However,  I  will 
be  bold  to  fay,,  that  the  Law  is  by  no  means,  nor 
in  any  fenfe,  eftablilhod  by  this  pifcourfe;  not  one 
truth  made  plain,  nor  one  dodrine  that  I  hold  either 
4i^roved  or  touched*    And  you  may  call  mc  Anti* 

nomian^ 
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t>omian,  Devil,  an  Encourager  of  Sin,  a  Fellow, 
aB — kg— d,  or  what  you  plcafcj  your  tongue  is 
your  own,  and  you  may  depend  upon  it  that  I  (hall 
never  fuc  you  for  damages — but  I  declare  before 
God,  that  I  would  not4i^  found  (landing  up  in  God's 
name,  and  thus  darkening  counjel  by  words  wUbout 
tncuJedge,  for  a  million  worlds. 

Ql'OT.    "  Why  docs  it  not  ftrikc  you  as  being  horrid, 
**  that  a  man  (hould  make  out  a  licence  to  commit  fin  ?'* 

m 

Aksw.    Yes,  Sir;  this  is  enough-* to  ftrike  any 
good  man  vrith  horror.    And  was  I  to  ftand  up  in  a  g 

congregation,  as  you  did,  and  throw  out  fiich  re- 
proachful hints  as  thefc  again{t  .a  fervant  of  God,  ^ 
who  i  knew  in  my  confciencc  exceeded  me  in  expe- 
rience, power,  knowledge,  ufefolnefs,  and  conver*  ^ 
fation,*  I  (hould  have  thought  that  I  had  "  made 
*'  out  a  licence  to  commit  fin/'  with  a  witne(s.  f  o^* 
in  the  fifth  chapter  of  Matthew's  Gofpcl,  this  ii 
called  "  breaking  the  coiyimandmcnts,  and  teaching 
**  men  fo."  it  is  "  hating  a  brother  without  a  caufe,  • 
**  which  is  murder."  And  Chrift  fays,  the  noan  that 
thus  reprobates  thejuft  is  in  danger  ^f  hellxfire. '  And 
I  will  leave  you  to  judge  who  the  aian  is  that  docs 
thefe  things*  I  have  been  in  the  minillry  almoft 
nineteen  years,  and  you  can  prove  no  charge  of  evil 
itgainft  my  life  or  doftrine;  nor  could  you  ovcr-^ 
throw,  by  the  Scriptures  of  truth,  one  dodrine  that 

Ihold, 
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^  .  '  I  hold,  if  you  ^as  to  preach  or  write  a  thoufaod  years«. 
Nor  was  I  ever  once  fo  left  of  God  in  the  whole 
courfe  of  my  miniftry,  as  to  deliver  fo  inconHftent  a 

4  Difcourfe  as  this.  If  you  will  lay  afide^our  prcju- 
dice>  and  controvert  the  pointy  I  will  undertake  tp* 
prove  to  your  face,  that  there  is  not  one  pa||e  con« 
fiflent  with  the  oracles  of  God  in  it« 

Quot:  ^'Don*C  you  think  that  man  prtaches  lUe  a  devil-' 
<*  fcnt  minifter)  that  teaches  men  that  they  may  break 
^*  God's  commandments,  that  breaks  God's  command- 
^^  ments  himfelfr  and  teaches  men  the  fame  ?" 

Aksw.  Thefe  are  the  charges,  but  I  defy  him  to 
bring  one  proof.   This  is  the  good  man  that  keepeth 
the  C'aw,  that  threatens  men  with  frofecuUon  for  a 
\  libeli  Who  fhall  vindicate  their  charaAer  and  doc-- 

trine,  and  prove  a  falfe  accufer  to  be  what  he  really 
is  ?  .  This  is  an  heavier  charge  than  was  brought 
agunft  Paul ;  whofe  accufers  faid,  *<  We  have  found 
^*  this  man  a  p^ilent  fellow,  and  a  mwer  of  f edition 
*^  amopg  all  the  Jews  throughout  the  world,  and  a 
^*  ringkader  of  tbefeB  of  tbe  Nazarenes ;  who  alfo 
^  hath  gone  about  to  prapbane  the  Temple:  whom 
^*  we  would  YiVit  judged  [or  proiecuted  for  a  libel] 
^^  according  to  our  lawi  but  Captain  Lyfias  took 
<<  him  out  of  our  bands."  ASls^  xxiv.  5,  6.— 
But  you  go  on— 
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QaoT.  ^^  Wc  hive  no  groand  for  rtpenttnce,  but  tmder 
^^  a  fenfc  of -our  fins,  and  a  feeling  that  our  ftns  aredeteft- 
^  abte,  danaable,   and  abominable.— Ti^ji   a  tn^tn  will 

•  Amsw.  Rcpf  ntance  is  not  of  the  urill  of  man^ 
Sir;  nor  of  their///  of  the  flelh,  but  of  God.  Juda» 
felt  his  fins  detefiaHe  and  datmable^  and  be  repnted 
him/elf^  and  banged  bimfelf.  Repentance  is  the  gram 
of  the  Fathefj  'and  the  gift  of  the  Son ;  dnd  is  pfo- 
duced,  under  the  operations  of  pardoning  love,  by 
the  Spirit;  and  it  is  redcffcing  with  inward  contritiod 
on  the  long  forbearance  of  God,  that  leads  to  it. 
Pardon  muft  be  fealcd,  lovp  felt,  God  muft  appear 
pacified,  (Ezek.  xxxvi,  jj.)  and  the  finner  raifed  to 
hope,  before  any  evangelical  repentance^  fuch  as 
Deeds  not  to  be  repented  of,  can  take  place.  Whefi 
God  appeared  to  Job,  in  order  to  turn  his  captivity*  ( 

he  abhorred  himfelf^  and  repented."  When  God 
turned  Ephraim,  and  called  him  hfs  dear  fon,'' 
Ephraira  repented:  and  when  the  prodigal  got  the 
klfs,  the  ring,  and  the  robe,  then  he  repented. 
Man  is  not  driven  to  repentanqs  by  a  fcnfe  of  fin, 
but  drawn  to  it  by  a  fenfe  of  pardon.  When  man*s 
mifcry  and  God's  mercy  meet  together  on  the  fouTj 
when  the  felf-defpairing  child  and  the  loving  {>arent 

meet;  there  is  repentance  indeed. 

/ 

QyoT.    ^*  If  God  has  cleanfed  our  hearts  by  bis  Holy 
<*  Spirit,  we  (hall  feel  an  abhorrence  of  thofe  fins  chat  are  i 

**  near  to  U5;  nay,  the  nearer  they  are  to  us,  the  more  wc  | 

«  abhor  them."  , 

Answ« 
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Answ.  What  proof  do  you  gtTCy  Sir^  of  this  doc- 
trine biding  pra&iicd  by; you?  ''  Is  going  to  Green* 
'<  Wicb^ Uxbridge^ BfifM^ &c> &c«  telling thepeoplo 
*'  that,  if  ever  they  admitted  me  into  their  polpit^ 
<<  you  would  never  ap^r  .there  any  niore/*  doing 
the  work  of  a  peace-maker?  or,  is  this  abhorring 
evil  f  Doth  hot  envy,  hatred,  and  malicct  againft 
ine»  Ue  $ear  (9  ypu^  and  that  without  caufe  i  And 
can  calling  the  vikft  npiiies^Hruch  as  you  have  call 
upon  n^e^^be  any  proof  of  an  inward  abhorrence  oi 
evil  ?  or  can  fuch  a  difcourfe  as  this  be  called  the 
produce  of  Divine  Infpiration  i 

QuoT.  '^  Our  Lord  talks-^It  does  not  fignify,  he 
^  preached  the  Gofpel.  I  disbelieve  he  preached  m  great 
^  deal  about  holinefs— ^^  Think  hot  that  I  am  come  to  de* 
^^  ftroy  the  Law  or  the  Prophets.''  Nohodj  wiltcomg  to  d$ 
^  that  hit  tbi  Devil.^' 

Anew.  I  cannot  think  th^t  the  Devil  would  wiih 
to  deftroy  the  Law  which  God  has  given  to  men, 
if  he  had  it  in  his  powq* ;  for,  had  there  been  no 
Law  in  Paradife,  Satan  could  not  have  tenripted  our 
parents  to  a  tranfgreffion  of  it^  for  where  there  is  no 
Law,  there  can  be  no  tranfgreffion.  He  took  an 
advantage  of  the  Law,  and  tempted  to  a  ireacb  of 
it;  at  which  breach  Sin  and  Satan  came  in,  and  took 
poilcffion  of  the  difobedient ;  and  they  have  worked 
in  the  children  of  difobedience  ever  fince.  It  is  the 
Law,  Sir^  that  delivers  the  finner  to  the  Judge^  and 
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^  the  Judge  delivers  him  to  tht  Office^,  to  be  caft  iftto 
j)rifort.  The  Officer  could  have  no  prifoners  tor 
^f  wreak  his  rage  upoiij  if  there  were  no  Law  to  cur/e 
the  flnner.  Satan  is  not  divided  agariVft  himfelf. 
Thofe  preadicrs  who  oppofed  Paul's  Gofpel  with 
Circumcifiop  and  the  Law  of  Mafes^  are  exprefsly 
called  Satan^s  own  mmijhrs  transformed,  i  Cor.  xi«' 
14,  15,  The  GaUtidhsi  who  turned  their  backs 
upon  Chrift,  and  went  to  the  Law  to  be  made  pcr- 
fc£t  by  the  flefli,  are  declared  to  be  bewitched  \  and 
we  know  that  all  witebcrafi  conies  from  Satan.  All 
the  finners  that  ever  this  iMdini  Jnftice  has  got  into 
his  difmal  cave,  have  died  under  the  Law ;  and  all 
the  flaves  that  Satan  ever  has  loft,  have  been  de- 
livered from  the  Law,  and  faved  from  fin  and  hcll^ 
by  the  Grace  of  God  revealed  in  the  everlafting 
Gofpel.  ^  The  Saviour  did  preaeb  up  botine/s.  He 
pronounced  the  blef&ng  of  Juftification  upon  his 
eleft  followers,  which  abfblved  and  acquitted  them 
from  all  penal  evil :  "  Now  yc  arc  clean  through 
«'  the  word  that  I  havo  ipoken  unto  you."  He 
gave  them  notice  that  4ie  v.o^ld  cleanfe  them  from 
all  future  defilement  by  ht/  blood  and  Spirit,  which 
he  fignified  by  ^Ajhitig  their  feet  \  and  he  promiied 
to  feftd  the  *'  Holy  Ghoft  to  abide  with  them  for 
**  ever,  and  bid  them  abide  in  him  as  the  branch 
**  does  in  the  Vine ;  and  that  fuch  fouls  (hould  bring 
•*  forth  much  fruit :  but  without  him  they  could  do 
^  nothing.'*  But  the  holinefs  preached  up  in  this 
■   '  Sermcn 
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Sermon  has  littk  or  no  refemblance  ofthis,'   Let 
us  DOW  fee  how  you  preach  k  up.  j 

m  • 

•       -  '  .  ■    ,  .   .  i 

QyoT.  ^*  If  you  cannot  ftand  behind  your  counter  un** 
^'  der  the  influences  of  the  Holy  Spifit^  ftand  , there  no 
'*  more ;  if  you  cannot  eat  your  food  with  a  Tingle  eye  ;o  . 
^  glorify  God,  rather  ftarve  than  feed ;  if  you  cannot  \\t 
^^  down  upon  your  beds  to  reft  with  a  defirc  that  (by  yqqr 
^^  reft}  .yqu  may  be  recruited  to  ferve  God»  reft  no  more.'', 

Answ.  If  none  but  fuch  perfons  as  are  here  de- 
fcribed  were  to  ftand  bthind  a  counter^  there  would 
not  be  fhopkeepers  eriough  in  all  the  world  to  ferve 
the  inhabitants  of  London^  fo  as  for  every  one  to  g^t 
one  artUk  in  a  week  ;  and  vicxt  none  but  fuch  per- 
fons to  eat,  as  you  defcribCy  the  world  would  be  thin 

enough  of  inhabitants  iq  fix  weeks*     From  all  felf^ 

...  , 

murder,  aiid  from  fudd^ .  deaths  good  Lprd^  de* 
liver  us ! 

■•  ■  • 

QiJOT.  *^v  Though  a  man,  in  his  carnal,,AincofiVt^6d 
V  ftate,  wilT  hardly  keep'biiflfelf  from  9iAger0^/et  hi  can 
^  iaftly  keip  himfelffr^m  mnfi 


Answ.  Tha^  a  man  7|p  eajily  hep  bimjelf  from 
murder,  appears  plain  by  HazaeL  Eliiha  tol^  ^im^ 
that  he  fhouid  ^^  flay  the  young  men  of  Ifraelj  dafh 
*'  their  children,  ■  and  rip  up  their  women  with 
**  child:"  who  anfwcrcd— **  Is  thy  feryant  a  dog,/ 
<^  that  he  Ihoqld  do  this  great  thing?''  And  the 
next  day  he  killed  his  own  fo vereign  i  and  foon  after 
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aded.air  die  reft  bf  the  bloody  tragedy,  2  Kings, 
Chap,  8.  To  make  men  their  own  keepers  is  a  poor 
dofixine:  they  are  better  kepc  that  God  keepeth. 

QpoT.  **  People,  if  they  are  ever  fo  viVr,  can  hep  tlem^ 
^  ftlves  from  outward  anions ;  and  generally  do^  for  fear 
^<  of  the  confequences  that  attend  thera.  The  thievifli 
*^  man  may  keep  himjilffrom  thievifli  adions  through  fear 
*^  of  punifhmefit.  Man  may  reftrain  himfelf  from  many 
^^  outward  adls  of  violence/' 

« 

Answ.  This  doftrine  o{  felf-keeping^  Sir,  has  a 
tendency  to  keep  men  from  looking  to  Him  who  is 
*^  called  Jefus,  becaufe  he  (hall  fave  his  people  from 
"  \hcir  fins.**  The  Scriptures  fay,  that  "  the  ftrong 
*'  man,  armed,  keeps  pofieffion  of  the  palace  \*  and 
that  **  the  Devil  takes  the  finner  captive  at  his  will." 
If  to,  where  is  the  finner*s  power  to  keep  himfelf, 
if  God  leaves  him  ?  And  furely  we  have  few  empty 
gaols,  maiden^affizes,  or  barren  banging^d^s,  to  prove 
the  truthpf  this  doftrinc. . ''  Except  the  Lord  keep 
^*  the  city,  the  watchMyi  w^Jceth  but  in  vain:"  and 
if  God  takes  off  his  reilnnt,  the  finner  runs  to  mif- 
chiefs  the  fear  of  helUfire  is  not  enough  to  deter 
him,  much  lefs  the  fear  of  a  gallows. 

QuoT.  ^  A  man  may  fuhfcribe  to  bis  meeting,  and  come 
^*  to  his  meeting ;  he  may  pay  his  lithes,  and  go  to  his 
^*  church  \  he  may  go  to  a  ibop,  and  pay  his  debts,"  &c.  - 

Answ; 
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'  An«w,  I  do  not  agree  with  my  friend  Rowland 
in  tbeie  aflertions.  Providence  muft  have  a  hand  in 
all  this.  If  a  man  fubfcribes  to  a  moecingi  God 
muft  giv€  him  money  and  inclination.  The  gold 
and  filver  is  the  Lord's^  and  fo  is  a  heart  to  do  good 
cherewick.  A  man  cannot  pay  tithes  unle&  God 
enable,  him  tQ  keep  a  farm,  give  him  crops,  and  a 
good  market.  And,  if  he  pays  his  debts,  God's ' 
providence  muft  favour  him ;  for  Mofes  fays,  it  is  , 
God  that  givet  him  ptnver  to  get  wealth.  Read  JDeut^ 
Chap.  viii. 

QyoT.  "  Where  I  preach  one  fermon  upon  Juftifica- 
^  tion^  I  hope  I  (hall  preach  half  a  doEen  upoa  San^fi* 
**  cation.'* 

Ansit*  If  you  w^re  to  preach  twelve  doeen,  Sir, 
upon  the  fubjed,  unlefs  you  are  more  explicit  than 
you  are  in  this,  dirre  is  not  a  ibul  living  that  woul4 
underftand  your  meaning.  Without  a  diftin&ion 
in  the  founds,  we  cannot  cell  what  is  piped  w  harped. 
A  nian  may  as  well  preach  upon  Multijdication  a# 
Mortification^  unlefs  he  gives  us  the  explication  or 
fignificatton. .      . 

What  I  have  here  quoted  is  pretty  nearly  all  the 
matter  that  is  drawn  from  the  text.  The  other  parts 
will  hardly  bear  tranfcribing.  "  Smiting  the  empty 
fugar-tub,  which  makes  a  famous  fine  found^^Stni-m 
ing  the  deanly  pcrlbn  into  the  pigs  pound— The 
card-player's  dexterity  at  the  fight  of  friend  Row- 
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**  land— And  tbc  man  in  a  connfoitable  frAnc  tumb- 
*'  ling  over  tht  threfhold,  drunk,  into  the  meeting/* 
(which  I  take  to  be  an  oblique  throw  at  the  comforts 
of  theGofpel) — are  things  that  will  not  bear  public 
infpeftion:  and  therefore,  to  let  frien^  Rowland 
know  that  I  bear  lighter  upon  hh  folly  thin  he  does 
on  my  cbaraRer^  I  only  touch  them.  But^  if  he 
proceeds  with  his  falfc  charges  and  unjuft  (lander^ 
I  may  in  time  fend  the  whole  of  them  forth,  and 
xny  difledbion  of  them— /^r  bf  that  fins  openly^  is  to 
he  rebuked  be/ore  all,  tbat  others  may  fear*  And  I 
a(k  farther,  Whether  the  above-mentioned  ftories 
can  be  called  found  fpeub^  tbat  cannot  be  condemned^ 
or,  /peaking  as  the  oracles  of  God,  or  doing  tbe  work 
0fan  evangelifl?  By  no  means.  And  I  think  friend 
Rowland  himfelf  was  aware  of  this ;  otherwifc,  why 
fliould  he  threaten  me  with  a  profecution  for  a  libel^ 
but  from  a  confcioufnefs  that  what  he  has  faid  in 
Jecret  would  not  bear  the  boufe-top? 

To  conclude,  friend  Rowland.  Should  you,  at 
any  future  period,  happen  to  come  du)t  of  any 
ftreet  or  lane,  and  unexpefbedly  clap  your  eyes 
upon  me,  as  you  once  did  by  St.  Paul's  Churchy 
do  not  lei^  up  and  run  from  me  at  that  diftra^bed 
rate  you  then  did.  Never  fly.  Sir,  unlefs  you  arc 
purfued.  As  yet  I  do  not  ynderftand  the  way  in  * 
which  you  go^  and,  till  I  do,  you  may  depend 
upon  it  that  I  pe ver  fliall  beconje  a  follower  of  you : 
S^be  wifdom  of  tbe  wife  is  to  underfiand  his  way. 

That 
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That  you  may  difcovec  lefs  pepper^  and  more 
purity ;  lefs  beat^  and  more  holinefs ;  that  you  ma/ 
perform  more  good  works,  and  fay  lefs  aSout  (hem; 
that  you  may  part  with  your  ted-tabh  dories,  for 
heavenly  ydings,  and  your  old  wives  fables  iov 
Gofpel  dodtrines;  tliat  you  may  found,  the  Gofpel 
trumpet  more,  'and  your  own  trumpet  lefs — is  the 
defire  and  prayer  of  him  who  frankly  forgives  you 
all  that  is  paft,  and  hopes  to  take  patiently  all 
that's  to  come. 

/  « 

W«.  HUNTINGTON,  S.S. 
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Christian  Reader, 


T, 


HOU  art  here  prcfcnted  with  another 
l)iicoQrfe  on  the  old  Subjedti  which  I  believe  will 
ever  be  the  controverfy  of  Zion^  as  long  as  free* 
born  fens  and  bond-children  are  together.  It  began 
between  Cain  and  Abel;  it  appeared  in  Noah's 
family;  in  Sarah  and  Hagar,  Khmael.and  Ifaac; 
bctween^Efau  and  Jacob;  between  the  Apoftles  and 
the  Jewifti  Scribes ;  and  it  will  be  ended  when  the 
lamp  cf  the  Law  (Prov.  vi.  23.)  affords  no  oil  tO'tbe 
foolifh  virgins^  and  when  the  lamp  of  Salvation  will 
turn  (Ifa.  Ixii.  i.)  to  eternity  in  the  hearts  of  the  wile. 
If  my  Reader  be  one  of  Paul's  "  living  epiftles^ 
^'  known  and  read  of  all  men ;"  on  the  fleflily  tables 
of  whofe  heart  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God  has  written 
the  laws  of /^j//i&,  (Rom.  iii.  27.)  Truth,  (Mal.ii.6.) 
Love^  (Rom.xiii.  ic)  and  Liberty,  (James, i.  15.) 
he  will  know  by  happy  experience  what  Paul  means 
by  the  Law's  being  abolijhed,  aCcr.  Iii.  13.  He 
will  feci  and  enjoy  the  bleficd  effcAs  of  it  in  his  own 

experience; 
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experiences  by  finding  reveiiled  wrath,  and  his  carnal 
enmity  $  legal  bondage,  and  icnirilf  fear ;  the  dre^ 
^of  dannnation^  and  a  train  of  torments  -,  the  galling 
yoke  of  precept,  ^d  the  terrifying  (entcnce— -tf^«- 
lijbed  (rom  his  Yit^tt^  blotted  out  in  the  Savlour'satone- 
ment,  and  banijhed  from  his  foul  by  the  wonderful 
operations  of  the  Spirit  of  Love^  which  cafteth  out  alt 
fear,  and  which  is  the  futfiUing  of  the  Law.  Such 
a  Ibulj  oncefiut  up  inunbeliefy  and  now  enlarged  by 
the  Spirit  of  Liberty,  will  prize  the  Saviour's  yoke, 
and  underftand  the  Apoftle's  meaning,  and  none 
clie.  Such  a  foul  is  delivered  from  the  deftroying 
power  of  the  Law  of  Sin,  and  from  the  penal  power 
of  the  Law  of  Death :  '^  Sin  fhall  not  have  dominion 
"  over  you;  for  you  are  not  under  the  Law,  but 
**  under  Grace."  Neverthelcfs,  w^  being  born  un- 
der the  Law,  and  (hut  up  under  it,  and  being  habi- 
tuated to  a  legal  way  of  working  for  life,  we  zxt, 
g^ne  to  lean  this  way,  when  we  loie  fight  of  our 
interefl:  in  Chrift.  This  Satan  is  aware  of.  Hence 
it  is  that  he  has  furnifiied  the  world  and  peftered  the 
church  from  age  to  age  with  minifters  to  revile  the 
Cofpel,  and  cry  up  the  Law ;  traducing  the  former 
as  a  licentious  doftrine,  and  extolling  the  works  of 
the  latter  as  confummate  holinefs :  whofe  work  is  to 
beguile  the  ynftable,  entangle  the  unwary,  deceive 
the  fimple,  and  call  pajfengers  (back  to  the  Law) 
who  go  right  fn  their  way.  For  my  own.part,  I  never 
knew  a  child  of  God  yet>  who  ftood  fo  faft  in  his  li* 
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berty,  as  never  to  cake  a  fiftond  trip  to  Horeb.  Let 
any  one  fimple  Ibul,  in  his  firft  love,  or  in  the  fweet- 
eft  liberty^  attend  a  legal  orator,  a  man  of  much 
Scripture,  parts,  abilities,  and  fiery  zeal,  but  one 
month,  heihall  findhimfelf  zealoufly  affefteds  and 
loon  after,  a  falfe  confidence -fhall  fpring  up,  and 
ftand  in  the  wifdom  of  man;  a  fiery  zeal  (hall  influ- 
ence him^  to  work  in  his  own  ftrengrh  he  goes; 
pride  and  felf-fufficiency  follow  upon  it ;  the  Spirit 
is  grieved,  and  ceafes  to  operate  as  a  Comforter; 
iiarrownefs  of  heart  enfues,  and  fenfible  bondage 
follows — although,  all  this  time,  the  poor  foul  may 
be  ignorant,  and  never  once  fufpeft  the  per/bn  that 
communicated  his  legal  fetters  to  him.  The  Law 
genders  to  bondage,  and  we  are  prone  to  lean  that 
way;  and  the  elfcfts  of  it  are  a  ftraitened  fpirit,  and 
a  gloomy  countenance,  flamiilg  jealoufy,  and  inward 
anger  and  hatred  at  the  happinefs  of  thofe  who  abide 
in  the  fimplicity  of  Chrtft,  humble  at  his  feet,  and 
in  comfortable  union  with  him.  A  young  Chriftian, 
jufl"  crawled  out  of  the  Jbeil,  witf  not  credit  this;  for 
fomctimes  fuch  are  wifer  than  the  aniient.  The/t?^/- 
ijb  Galatians  were  wifer  in  this  point  thait  Pau/  /be 
aged.  But,  before  he  has  been  twenty  years  in  the 
fchool  of  Chrift,  it  is  ten  to  dnebut  he  agrees  with  me. 
Furthermore,  that  my  Reader  may  not  be  blind- 
folded, confufed,  and  mifled,  by  twtxy  perfon  who  in 
a  pulpit  pronounces  the  word  SanSf^cation^  I  will 
endeavour  to  drop  a  few  hints  upon  it. 

When 
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When  God  ilppointed  the  feventb  day  to  be  a  day 
of  refl:  for  his  Creatures,  and  appropriated  k  to  his 
fervice,  it  was  C2\\tA  fanSifying  o(  \v.  AndGodbteffed 
the/evenihdayy'OndfanSifiediti  Gen.  li.  j. 

God's  taking  of  the  fkft-born  of  Ifrael  to  himfelC 
both  of  man  and  beaflr,  when  he  flew  the  ftrft-bornof 
Egypt;  and  afterwards  taking  the  Levices  into  his 
^rvice,  inftead  of  all  the  firft-born  oi  Ifraet ;  is  chilled 
/minifying  them :  "  For  all  the  firft-born  of  the  chil- 
**  dren  of  Ifrael  are  mine,  both^nrtan  and  bead. — On 
"  the  day  that  I  fmote  the  firft-born  in  the  land  c£ 
«  Egypt,  I  /anHified  them  for  myfclf ;  and  I  have 
*  ^  taken  the  Levites  for  all  the  firft-born  of  the  chil- 

^  dreii  of  Ifrad.*'  Numb.  viii.  17,  i8. 

The  day  of  rtfi  above-mentioned  prefigured  the 
Gofpel  day,  in  if^ich  the  believer  re^s  from  impious 
f  rebellion  and  war  with  his  Maker,  from  legal  labour 

for  life,  and  from  the  intolerable  burden  of  fin;  as  well 
as  an  Hernal  rift  from  the  indwcUingx)f  fin  in  heaven: 
as  ii  IS  written,  ''  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour, 
**  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  r^/?,— 
**  We  that  believe  do  enter  into  reft''  And,  with 
tcfpeft  CO  the  heavenly  gk)ry,  Paul  fays,  "  There 
*>  remans  a  reft  to  the  people  of  God/' 

The  ftrft-born  of  beaft  being  fanSified^  was  intend- 
ed to  point  out  the  grand  Sacrifice  of  Chrift,  who  is 
the  firft-born  of  every  creature^  that  in  all  things  he 
might  have  the  pre-eminence.  Tht  firft-born  of  Ifrael 
typified  God's  EleA,  called  the  firft-boirn^  whofe 
names  are  written  in  heaven.  Thcfe  being  exchanged. 
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for  the  Le^iies^  was  to  fliew  that,  in  the  days  of 
Cbrifty  every  believer^  Jew  or  Gentile,  flbould  be  a 
friifiy  or  a  LtoiU,  (Ila.  Ixvi.  2i.)  yea,  the  whole 
Church  a  rtrfatpri^bood^  (t  Pet*  ii.  9.)  made  kings 
and  priefts  to  God,  {Rtv.  u  6.)  to  offer  up  fpiricual 
facrifkes,  i  Pet.  ii.  5, 

Agtin>  JanSifying^  under  the  Law,  cffnfifted  in 
abftaining  from  wves^  waflfing  ibefleAy  wafiing  ibe  % 

€l9atbs^  and  having  ajacrifice  offered  far  Jins :  which 
iacrifice  pointed  to  the  Sacrifice  of  Chrift;  and  the 
ioafiing  pointed  out  Regeneration»  that  believers  in 
Chrift's  days  fhould  be  faved  *^  by  the  walhing  of 
V  regeneration,  and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.**  i 

Wajhing  tbe  tloatbs  typified  the  clean  linen  garments 
of  praife,  of  humility^  and  of  imputed  righteoufnefst  ^ 

in  which  the  believer  Ihould  approach  a  Mercy-feat, 
and  minifter  to  God  in  private,  in  his  fafnily,  and  at  f 

the  houfe  of  God.  Ahfiaining  frfm  foives^  was  to 
ihew,  that  the  lawful  embraces  of  a  wife  would  be 
kept  in  their  proper  place ;  and  th^t  fiie  (hould  be 
loved  with  a  modersie,  and  not  with  an  inordinate 
affection,  wheAXbe  foul  is  efpoufed  to  Chrift;  and 
this  to  be  given  up,  wife  and  all,  when  the  worihip, 
fcrvice,  or  caufe  of  God,  required  it ;  "  He  that  lov- 
•*  eth  mfet  or  children,  better  than  me,  is  not  worthy 
•'  of  me ;"  and  he  that  faid,  *•  /  have  married  a  zvife, 
•«  and  tberefare  I  cannot  cme^'  was  excluded  the 
Jupfer. 

Sanaificaiion^  as  it  refpeds  us,  is,  in  the  higheft 
fenfe,  God's  a£t  of  predeftinating  us  to  the  adoption 
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of  Tons  by  Jefus  Cbrift,  his  chufing  us  in  hin^  ap. 
minting  our  redemption  by  hitn,  and  our  nocecne($ 
*  ^  for  glory  by  the  Spirit  through  him  :  all  whicff  was 
compteat  in  God's  fecret  purpofe,  and  as  furc  to  be 
done  as  he  willed  it  to  be  done;  on  which  account 
we  arc  faid  to  be  ^^JfnSified  by  God  the  Father,  [in 
•*  his  purpofe}  prejerved  in  Jefus  Cbrifi^  [in  wh^ 

»  f^  we  were  choienl  and  called^''  by  God,  to  the  fel^ 

lowfhip  of  Cbrift,  as  our  Covenant  Headi  11  it  is 
written.  To  fbem  that  are  fanSified  by  God  the  Paib^^ 
frejerved  in  Cbrifi  JifuSj  and  called,  Jude,  i.     . 
.    Such  'were  the  fowls,   four-footed  beafts^    and 

v"  creeping  things,  in  Peter *s  ftieetj  which*  he  rcfufed 

to  kill  and  estr,  calling  them  things  common  and  un* 

"^  clean ;  till  the  voice  told  him^  fVkaiGodbalb  cUanfid^ 

ibat  call  tbau  not  eommon. 

f  Again,  SanBification  is  by  the  death  of  Chrifl'^ 

who  by  his  death  blotted  out  the  penal  fiim  of  our 
tins,  magnified  the  Law,  and  appeafed  the  offended 
Majcfty  of  Heaven:  in  whofe  death  God  viewed  the 
iwhole  my (lical  body  of  Chrift  redeemed  and  cleanied 
in  their  Head;  who  is  one  with  the  £le<9:$  wbo^  by 
bis  one  offerings  batbfor  ever  perfeffed  tbem  tb^t  me 
fongtifiedy  Heb*  x;  14.  This  was  according  to  the 
predc terminate  counfely  purpoje,  and  will,  of  God;  by 
the  wbicb  will  we  are  JanRified,  through  the  offering  of 
the  body  of  Jefus  Qbrifi  once  for  all,  Heb,  x.  10. 

Once  more.  SanSification  is  by  the  Holy  Ghoftj 
who  fubdues  the  will,  renews  the  mind,  enlightens  the 
underftanding,  ^and  (heds  abroad  the  love  of  God  in 

the 
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the  heart :  That  the  offering  up  of  the  Gentiles  might 

le  aueptable^  being  fanSified  by  the  Holy  Gbofty  Rom« 

anr.  i6.  All  this  is  willed  and  determined  by  the  fccrcc  * 

counfel  of  God  i  as  it  Is  written^  And  this  is  the  will 

^0f  Gody  even  your  s anctific ation'.     i  Tbeff,  \v.  3. 

Laftly,  That  fuch  an  highlyri^voured  foul  (hould 
live,  walk,  and  aft,  becoming  an  objeft  of  God's 
choicei  the  purchafe  of  a  Saviour's  blood,  and  as  a 
livin^temple  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  redeemed  from 
among  men,  fet  apart  by  the  Spirit,  and  ordained  for 
heaven,  is  called  walking  in  SanftiHcation :  That 
roery  man  Jhould  know  how  to  fofftjs  his  veffel  in  s anc- 
TiFiCATioN  and  honour^  1  ThcflT.  iv.  4.  ^ 

This  appears  to  me  to  be,  in  (hort/  a  fcriptural 
account  o(  SanSi^caSion,'^  and  fo  far  I  underftand  it. 
But,  as  to  the  SanSlification  that  moft  m£n  preach  up 
in  our  days,  I  know  no  more  what  they  mean  by  it^  \ 

than  they  do  who  preach  it. 

Laftty,.  Thou  wilt  find.  Reader,  the  IntroduAion 
to  this  Sermon  to  be  new^  not  mentioned  when  it  was 
preached;  but  I  was  rather  obligated  to  this  by  fome 
few  texts  that  have  been  handled  againft  me.  The 
Method  likewife  differs  from  the  Difcourfe  when  de-> 
liveredj  but  the  Subftance  is  nearly  the  fame.  That 
thou  mayeit  read  without  prejudiccj  and  profit  hj 
readings  is  the  defire  of. 

Thine  to  command, 

<  ♦ 

In  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ^ 

I..  •         • 

W**.   HVNtlNGTON^ 


\ 


^ 


if 
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MATTHEW  V.   17,  i«,  19*  »^-    ' 

THINtf  NOT  THAT   I  AM  COME  TO  DESTROY  THE  LAW  AKD  THt 
{  mOFHBTSs   I  AM  NOT  COME  TO^EtTRCrY,   BU9  TO  FULFIL* 

rOR  VERILY  I  9#V  UNTO  Y«V.   TILL  HfiJMf  N  AND  BaRTU  PASS» 
ONB.5OT  OR  ONE  TITTLB  SIMLL  IN  NO  WISE   PASS  FROM   TUB 
\  LAW,  TXLI^  ALL  BE  rULrXLLBD*^ 

WilOSOtl^B  TUEREPORE    SHALL  ^REAK   oA  0«r  THESE  LEAST 

COMMANDMENTS,   AND   SHALL   TEACH    MEN  8p,   HE  SHALL  BB 

(:i|LLBP    f\k%    IfEAST*  IN.    TH|    KINGDOM    OF    BEAtmp:     BUT 

^   "^^ROSOEVBB  SHALL  DO,  AND  TEACH  THEM,  THE  SAME  SHALL 

#  n  CALLED  CBBAT  IN  TH£  KINGDOM  OP  HEAVEN. 

^M  I   SAT   UVTO   YOU,   THAT    EXCEPT    YOUR    RIGHTEOUSNESS 

'shall    BXCEBD    THE    RIGHTEOUSNESS    OF  THE   SCRIBES    AND 

PHARISlfts,  YE  SHALL   IN    NO   CASB   ENTER  IBTO  THE   KING- 

I^Oai  OF   HBAVCK. 


« 


•     •• 


> 


^T^H29  t€xt  bv  l?ccn  no  lefs  ^han  three  timet 
^J.    ^andled^  or  rather  mangled^  <o  kttock  your 

humble  Servant  about  the  bead^  by  a  certain  Minifter 

•f.thetJofpejl.  -^ 

•  WJjien,!  was  difmifled  from  Greenwich  Tabernacle, 

(which  was  dont  throjigh  the  inftrumentality  of  the 

*  •  A.*5i       t  '^bovc 


^ 
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above^entleman,  and  other  lyly  men,  who  rcfufcd  to 
occupy  a  pulpft  defiled  by  an  Eleft  Sinner)  I  Vcrft 
and  opened*  a  place  at  Depfford.     The  good  man, 
previous  to  this,  gtvc  fhe  people  a  tinyly  warning 
telling  them  to  "  Go,  and  read  the  fifth  chapter  of 
'*  Matthew*s  Gofpel,  befbr-i  they  came  to  he§r  mi* 
"  What,  had  nobody  any  ftrains  till  he  came!"  &c. 
Soon  after  my  opening  the  place  at  Dcptford,  I  went 
to  give  them  a  Icfture  on  sl  Wcdnefdaji  evening: 
and  fome  of  myiriends  were  iiiformed  that  the  mrric 
perfon  ii^ended  to  oppofe  me  and  my  doftrine  in 
an  adjacebt  meeting- houfc  the  fame  .nights  which 
was  according!/  done,-  and  the  oppofition  to  my 
do6lrine  was  drawn  fr(yn  the  lad  verfe  of  my  text. 
And  fince  that,  the  fame  xext  has  be*^  handled  at' 
Hammerfmith ;  fo  that,  upon  the  whole^  Antino- 
mianifm — a5  the  Gofpfl  is  called — has  received  a. 
deadljkblow:  therefore,  it  is  •needful  thrt  we  ex^- 
amine  the  text,  and  fee  w^at  it  fays  againfl  us  affd 
our  doftrine,  aqd  fo  let  my  Antihomianifin  appeir'^ 
in  public  print.  • 

^  In  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  the  Saviour 
afcends  a  certain  mountain,  and  hisTdifciples  /oUow 
himi  and,  when  he  was  feated,  h^  opened  hit  moutb 
and  taught  thegi.  This  was  done  in  alluQpn^o  th£ 
two  mountains,  Ei^al  and  Gerizim.  Six  ^tribes*  of 
Ifrael  were  to  ftand  on  Mount  Ehl,  to  curft;  and'' 
fix  on  Mouat^  Gerizim,  to  Jblefs,  Z>tf«/*  xxyii^  la^. 
And  when  they  had  fo  done,rfhc  bleffmg  was  to  ho 

•      ,;.     '        •  put. 


« 
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'H  ■•'   .■ 
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iput  on  Mouqt  Gerizimf  and  the  curfe  upon  Mount 
£ial,  iDeut.  xi.  ^9.  ,Thefe  two  moun tgins  were^to 
reprefent  Mount  Sinai  and  Mount  Zion.  For  £^^/, 
fignifying  a  c(rlleSion  if  old  age^  or  a  mafs^^tbat  dif- 
perfes^  fitly,  reprefent^  the  bond- children,  who  are 
*  in  the  flefh,  colUEled  iogmber^  and  ftanding  faft  in  the 

old  Adamy  uode»the  yoke  cPMoles;  which,  at  lajl, 
will  be.  all  di/per/edy  aqd* carried  away  as  with  a 

*  flood..  ^Whfle  Gerizim  Unifies  piercers^  09  cuUers, 
and  fidy  reprefenfs  the^  Ekft  in  union  .with  ,]the  Sa- 
viour, in  wfofe  ftrength  ihey  fpeak  like  the  jjiercings 

*  of  a  fword,  aad  who  arelhe  Lord's  weod-cutterSy  his 
/    •       bjttlc-anc,  anjj  weapons  of  wr,  J  fir.  \u  ao.  And  fo, 

in  the  fpiritual  fignification,  here  arq^the  firft  Adam 
and  his  ftmily,  and  tnc  fecond  Adoii)  aift  his  fa- 
mily; bV  the  children  of'thfe*flefli,  and  the  childFen 
\    .       of  God  i^  or,  in  other  wordsi  t|;^e  boad- woman,  and 
^  the  free-woman.     Hagaf  is,  in  rfie  figure,.  Mount 
Sinai  in  Arabia,  and  anfwers  to  Jarufalcm  which  is, 
.  and  is  in  bondage  with  her  children:  T^ut  the  hea- 
venly Jerufaleoi  is  free,  and  is  the  mother  of  us  all, 
^        Paul  fixes  the  curfe  on  Mount  Sihai — As  many  as 
are  of^  the  works  ef  the  Lmv  are  under  the  curse^^ 

*  And  Rjvid  fixes  the  blefling  on  Mount  Zion— 
'  ijpon  Miumt  iion  bath  God  commanded  the  blessing, 

•     iv^  life  for  evermore.    In  allufion  to  Gerizim,  the 
-Saviou/  afcends  this  mcm|f;  and,  haying  got  his 
little  church  itith  him,  Whiqji  he  ha^juft  founded,^ 
.and  which  church  is  to  ftand  to  the  world's  end,  he 

•  A  3  •         opens 


• 


\ 
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optns  his  mouthy  and  pronounces  the  blefHngs  of 
the  evcrlafting  Gofpel  Bgon  them:  and,  to  let  m 
know  that  his  little  church  was  Mourft  Zion,  he 
calls  it  i  city  Jit  6n  d  bill  that  carmoi  hi  hii%  which 
iity  is  Zion,  the  city  of  the  Gseat  King;  and  which 
hill  is  God^s  Holy  Hill  of  «ion.   The  itty^  the  hilU 
and  the  ihurib,  are  one  and  the  fanne  thing  j  and 
tipon  thax  msmt  Chrift  rteccutes  bis  Father's  com- 
mand: he  ^onouftces  tK<*blcffing;  and  fb  be  wa»  ' 
cdnnmanded  to  do.    For  ^u  Mount  Zdjon  Clod  com- 
mandid  fiff  bleffif^yZmA  fet^ts  King  U|iRn  that  holy    • 
hill,  to  bcftow  it.    Mowpt  Cafvary  was  to  communi-  ' 
catc  all  the  blcflrngs^  of  fly  ing  Love  w  Moifnt  Zion,      '    ^ 
and  pregpint  2lion  was  to  fp|ead  her  Kttle  hills  on 
every  fides  while  thi  mam^am  Jheuli  brin^pioie  ti^ 
fbi  peof-li^  and  thi  tittk  hills  by  figUeottfntJ^^  "  There 
**  fliall  be  an  handF*!  of  eorfk  in  the  earth  upon  the      '    f 
^  rtop  of  the  m*unfa?rts :    the  fruit  thereof  ftal!  . 
♦'  ftiafce  like  Letenon/*  ffahn  Ixxii.  i6.    Here  is 
the  firft  /ulfilqpertt  of  that  prophecy;  here  is  Chrift,  • 
ihe  firft  handful  if  com^  the  fopfi-fmits^  ?nd  here  is 
his  little  chui?ch,  "  the  fir&^fruitsof  his  ereafures.'"       ^, 

^And  as  the  cedars  of  Lebanon*  when  ftakeA  with  , 
the  wind,  ftattcr  tlicir  cones,  and  fprcjd  their  fccd-^ 
by  which  means  thoufands  gf  young  pknp  fpring  * 
up,  under  the  bkflSjfg  of  Ph>vidc»ce,  without  hu*  ^    . 
man  labour — ^fb  this  haiidfiti  of  com,  and  the  fruits 

#  of  it,  being  -iftaken  from  the  Mofaic  difpenfation> 
ar*  J  ibatterea  by  pjrfecution>  have>  under  the  ftrong 


•  • 
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gales  6f  the  Hoty  Ghdft,  fpttid  the  ^i^J  of  etrrn^  ^ 
life  thrbughbiic  the  ivtfrld,  while  nUmerouB  ycun^; 
pUnts  of  rig^ieoVifiieft  have  fprung  up,  the  right- 
hand  planting  of  Ood,  chat  be  may  bt,  glbriikd. 
But-^ 

The  Saviour  carefully  defer ibet  the  cafe  and  in* 
ward  ftate  of  thofe  gracious  ibuls  upon  Vhom  his 
bleflingft  ate  pronounced — no  laiidom  arrows  are 
Adifcharged  from  his  bowj  nor  is  any  uncertain 
ardllery  iaken  from  his  quiver,  norsdifcharged  by 
his  valiant  men  of  Ifrael;  for  though  they  fight, 
they  ticytr  b^at  the  air.  He  firff  diicbvers  the 
>  cafe,  and  then  pours  in  the  oil, 

Blijid  are  the  poor  in/firity  far  Atirs  is  the  -Kf^- 
'  dofjn  cf  Heaven.    True  fpiritual  povehy  ftand|  in  a 

performs  being  made  fegfible,  under  the  convincing 
iy  and  cdAvifting  operations  of.  the  floly  Spirit  of 

l^ower,  that  he  is  ddlitute  of  all  trut  fij^ :  he 
has  00  rightcbufilefs  to  appear  in  before ^o^;  but 
is  miferable  and  entirely  ^/fti?^,  expoied  to  wrath,  to. 
ihame,  and  everlaftin^  contempt,  tinlefs  Divine 
clemency  interfere. 

Hd  dweifive  hundred  pence>  andRas  nothing 

td  pay  with."    He  oWts  obedience  (6  the  Law; 

'but  has  neither  a  heart  to  it)  nor  ability  for  it.    He 

*«6els  the  arrow  of  fpipiltial  famine;  he  is  in  wani^ 

hulks  he  cannot  now  fill  his  belly  with,  and  the 

bread  of  iifd  is  not  ak  yet  broken  to  him i|  he  feels 

med  of  1t^  and  hears  of  it,  wlilch  fliarpens  l^^ 

A  4  appetite 
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appetite  afteAt.  *^  How  many  hired  fervants  of  my 
*'  father  hav«  bread  enough  and^to  fpare^  but  I  perifh 
*'  with  hunger!"  Nor  has  he  got  the  hand  of  Faith  to 
feed  himfblf  with,  dierefore  he  cannot-  receive 
Chrift^  he  cannot  mix*faith  with  the  word,  he  can- 
not s^ply  a  promiic,  and  faith  not  being  ftron^ 
enough  to  attend  his  prayers^  he  can  bring  no 
comfort  home;  hcfaints,  becaufe  he  cannot  believe. 

Such  a  pbor  foul  has  no  certain  dwelling-place ; 
he  tan  place  co«  confidence  in  the  flefli,  becaufe  of 
the  plague  of  his  heart;  nor  find  any  reft  in  his 
hones,  becaufe  of  his  (in ;  nor  c&n  he  fee  his  foul 
Iheltered  in  tht  cleft  of  the  rock;  be  is  expofed  to  v 

tne  tempeft,  without  a  covert ;  and  to  the  ftorm, 
withput  a  hiding*place.  .  ..  ^ 

No  beggar  ever  fo  raggc;d,  fo  miferable>  fo  dcf- 
titute,  fo  depforable  at  tht^kra/s  knocker,  as  fuch  a  (; 

foul  zz  Mercy* s  door ',  he  iiT  poor  and  wretched,  ifii-' 
ferable,  dlind,  and  naked,  and  he  knows  it;  iand 
what  is  ftill  worfe,  he  fi!bls  himfelf  liable  to  eternal 
imprifonment.  This  is  the  poor  and  needy  man  who 
waits  at  Wjfdom's  gate,  and  watches  every  motion 
at  the  pofts  of  her  do^;:  he  hears  ^^  ibai  wisdom 
"  baih  kiU^  bet  ieajis'nmd  mingled  her  wineC^  and* 
he  pays  all  poQible  attention  to  her  mauiens,  to  fee 
«f  his  cafe  is  touched,  his-charaAer  defcribed,  or 
his  name  included  when  they  bid  the  gueftst       .     . 

Thi|,'is  the  poor  man  that  ufeth  intreaties\  he  is 
^t  too  proud  to  beg,  though  he  ii  unable  ta  dis": 


nor 
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Apr  isbe-^bpve  pfiayer; .  m^Hy  ^  h^avy  figh^onaaf 

•a  Al^fit  groan^  many  8  longing  wifh,  mafly^a.batter 

cry,  many  a  humble  confcffion,  is  poured  forth  ia 

the  miidft  of  all  unutterable  (bame  and  blulhing. 

•  Thcfc  arc  the  poor, in  fpiritj  jtnd  as  it  is  with  poor 

beggar^j    fo  it  is  with  fuch^  they  are    defpifed, 

kicked  and  cuSed  by  alP;  dev^s^  (inners^  aod  hy«^ 

.pocrites,  arc  -always  fure  to  fmite  fucb.    Nevertljc- 

lefs,  thefe  arc  the  ele6t  that  cry  day  ajpid. night,  and 

put  their  mouth  ii>  the  duft,  whe|^  they  fue  for  a 

hope  in  God's  mercy, '  and —  ^ 

Blejfedarejucb.     Xobe  blcfled,  in  the-firtt  fJlace^' 

i  is  to  have  pne's  neck  delivered  from  the  legal  yoke 

/pf  prectpty  and  one's  foul  /edeemed  and  delivered 

t  .from  the  terrible  fentence.  of  the  Law.  '  The  blcf- 

fing  and  the  curfe  never  were  put*  upon  one  and  the 

iu  fanne  mouptainj  nor  Aipon  one  and  tlie  fame  foul|^  • 

at  one  and  the  fame  time.    The  finner  mufl  come 

from  Sinai^  before  he  can  get  the  bleffing.at  Zion* 

a.  It  is  by  faith  that  he  comCs  from  the  miniftratiopi 

of  death  to  the  promif%of  life,  or  pafTes^  as  OhriiS: 

faith,  from  death  to  life>  fb  as  tq  come  no  more. into 

condemnation  i  fuch  a  believing  foul  is  MefTcd  with 

faithful  Abraham,   who  obtained  lus  bl^|Bng  bjr 

*faith>  when  be- faw  the  Saviour's  oay  on  Mount 

Moriah.    Siich  ap  one  receives  the  promife  of  the 

Spirit  through  faith;  the  Spirit  of  life,  and  Word 

..of  life,  coiAe  botH  together i  the  word  cotiys  with 

.power^  in  die  Holp  Glooil  apd  much  aiTurance,  aod 

t    .  ^  immediatclf 
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itrnhkHztely  iinidn  with  the  living  Vine  and  fclloi**-^  j 

Ihip  with  the  living  God  cakfc  place ;  and  fucb  thavt  ' 

got  the  ii^Jing  in  the  beft  fcnfc,  and  in  cvcrj  fenfr,  j 

^hich  is  Ltri  f$r  evermore. 

7.  The  whole  clu^r  of  blefiings  th^t  attend  the 
iUffingoflife  now  folfewand  flowin,in  all  their  fweet- 
\itk\  a  divine  powcf  fenfifely  guards  and  keeps  the 
foful,  the  light  of  a  propitious  Father  (hincs  in  the 
face  of  Jefus •without  a  cloud  and  without  a  frowft^ 
^hich  draws  m  nigh>  ^nd  encqiH^tfS  to  an  holjr 
freedom  and  familiarity;  while  pardoning,  hum*- 
bling,  and  comforting  grace^  heals  the  Wounds, cloics 
the  breaches,  and  polil&cs  ou^  all  the  fears  and  i 

wrinkles  made  by  the^ciy  Law,  Stn,  and  Satan;    . 
^hile  the  countena'nce  of  God  Ihines  upon  the  *  '^* 

hearty  and  the  way,  when  reconciliation,  friendftiip  ^ 

%nd  peace,  flo^  like  a  river,  and  drive  infidelity,  ^ 

devil  yd  mifcry,  all  before  them.  This,  fays  Jeho- 
vah, is  my  blefling.  "  The  Lord  blefs  thee  and 
**  keep  dice:  The  Lord  make  his  face  fhine  upon 
*f  t^ee,  and  be  gracious  unto  thee :  The  Lord  lift  , 

^*  up  his  countenance  upon  tl|pe,  and  give  thee* 
"  peace.**  .Numb,  vi.  114,  25,  a6.  Blefled  are 
the  poOf  in  fpjfit —  ' 

F9r  theirs  is  the  Kingdom  of  HiaviH.    To79ttj  df 
fpirit  goes  before,  to  empty  us  of  felf  1  to  fap  the 

» 

cnipirc  of  Sin  and  Satan;  to  prepare  th^  way>  and 

make  room.    The  kingdom  follows  tftCr,  d(i4  fc 

•  fet  up  and  eftablifbed  on  the  f^ii^  of  €h<t  fonxicn 

^.  .  '  Tljic 


=) 


». 


The  poor  foul  comes  out  of  the  ftrong  hold  of 
Satan  before  he  is  crowned  with  grace:  4otj  as  the 
Wife  Mail  f^ith,  /'  out  of  prifon  be  comcth  to 
*'*  reign  j  whereas  he  that  is  hm  in  bis  kingdim  he^ 
•^  coineth  foor^V  Ecclcf.  iv;  14.  Even  fhc  crowned 
head  muft  become  p^or  in  /pirity  if  ht  be  fared  j  or 
poor  and'  wretched  to  all  eternity,  ifiic  be  loflf. 
SpjritiTa:!"  poverty  humblef  the  finner*5  prou^  fpi^» 
diflblves  his  ftiibbornnefs,  and  reduces  him  to  a 
lowly  mind  ahd^  child-Ifkc  difpofition :  *  wli^ich  Ss 
needfuls  for  Chrift  declares,  that  whtjoever  Jball 
not  receive  the  kingd$m  of  God  as  a  little -child,  he 
fl)all  not  enter  therein. 

The  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  (ift)  figniBet  the 
Gofpel,  with  all  it's  blef&ngs,  promifef,  and  power. 
Hence  it  is  called  the  Gofpel  of  the  Kingdom;  and 
pfcaching  it  is  called  preaching  the  kingdom  of  God. 
Hence  a  perfon  who  1s  bleffcd  wicb  a  favoury, 
unftuous  experience  of  .the  power  of  the  Golpcl, 
and  who  is  enlightened  into  the  mylfeVies  olfit,  is 
called  ^^a  fcribe  inftrufle^  unto^be  kingciom  of 
«  Heaven/' 

!2»  The  Kingdom  of  Heaven  fignifies  the  empire 
of  Grace  in  the  faints  of  God  s  wher#  Sltan  is  de- 
throned  aftd  caft  out,  and  a  fuperior  pbtver  put  forth 
and  difplaj^ed  ;  which-,  Chrift  fays,  hthe  kingdom  of 
heaven  within  us;  that  as  f?h  has  reigned  unto  ^eath 
bjf  Adam's  fall,  fo  grace  fhould  reign  onto  life 
through  t4ie  r igjifeoufhcfs  of  Chrift.       •  ^ 

This 
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This  kingdom  within  us  (lands  not  in  wordj 
which  a  fool  may  prate;  nor  in  particular  meat  and 
drinks  which  the  Pharifcc  may  i^e ;  nor  in  meat  and 
drink  which  a  Papift  may  refufe;  but  in  a  divine 
power  whith  none  but  God*s  eleft  know.  It  ftands, 
I  ft,  in  juftification;  2dly,  in  reconciliation  and 
fricndfhip;^3dly,  in  regeneration;  4thly,  in  the 
unutterable  happinefs  and  holy  triumphs  of  the/oul 
under  the  Saviour's  fceptre;  and,  5thly,  in  the  na- 
Jbitual  and  perpetual  indwelling  and  abiding  of  the  . 
Holy  Ghoft.  The  kingdom  of  God  is  right eoujnefsy 
peace^  and  joy  in  the  Hbly  Cboji. 

But  fometimcs  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  meahs  ^ 

ultimate  gloVy,  which  w.as  prepared  for  the  cleft 
from  the  foitndation  of^the  world,  and  which  it  is  ^ 

God's  good  pleafure  to  give  us,  and  into  which  the 
Saviour  will  one  day  introduce  us.    Whether,  there-  I 

/ore,  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  means  the  Gofpel,  the 
myftcries  of  the  kingdom;  or  whether  it  means 
Graced  or  whether  it  means  Glory;  the  poorinfpirit 
are  h^rs  of  it;  (p  themjt  is  given  to  know  the  myf- 
teries,  and  to  them  God  will  give  grace  and  glory. 

BleiTed  are  t^e  poor  in  fpirit,  for  theirs  is  the 

kingdom  pf  heaven.'* 

Bl^ed  are  they  that  mourn — under  a  fight  and       * 
fenfe  of  their  own  fin  and  finful  ftatc;  fenfible  of 
their  rebellion  againft  a  good  and  gracious  God; 
wh6;;lQp<k  at  the  Saviour  whom  they  have  pierc^, 
and  mourn^wich  inward  regret  and  contrition,  with 

fr-  .  fclf- 
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felf-dcfpair,  fcIF-abhorrencc,  and  felf-loathing;  and 
who  mourn  at  the  dbominations  of  a  fmful  world, 
and  at  the  dreadful  infults  that  are  hourly  offered  to 
the  Majefty  of  Heaven,  ftbey  Jhall  be  comforted ; 
their  mourning  fhall  be  turned  into  rejoicing;  their 
fackcloth  (hall  be  put  off,  and  they  fliall  be  girded 
with  gladnefs :  **  Beauty  (hall'  be  given  for  aihbs,* 
*^  t)ie  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  and  the  garment  of 
•^  praifcfor the fpirit of heavinefs/*  * 

Thetendernefs,  the  afFeftion,  the  loyalty^  of  Ijich- 
a  pious  mourner,  fhall  be  made  manifeft ;  and  a  fenfe 
of  everlafting  love  fhed  abroad  in  the  heart  by  the 
Spirit^  fhall  fatisfy  fuch  a  foul  of  the  approbation  of 
Heaven.  .Enlargement  of  heart  and  unu£t^abte 
love^  faith  in  exercife  and  hope  in  vigour^^eavonly: 
fmiles  and  pregnant  promifes,  immortal  feofaxionx 
and  glorious  profpeAs,  inward  feelings  and'di&ant 
views,  the  operations  of  the  Spirit  and  the  coming  of. 
^itus^  fhall  all  confpirexogexher  tamabe.  fuch.afoul, 
•^  drink,  and  forget  his  poverty,  and  remember  hii 
**  mifery  no  more.— Thine  anger  is  turned  awaf, 
*^  and  thou  comforteft  me.-rrHis  ang^f-  cndureth; 
«*  bur  a  moment:  in  bis  &vpur  Is  life 5  weeping 
*^  may  endure  fof  a  night,'  but  j6y  cometh  in  the 
*^  morning.— BlefTed  are  fhey  l;hat.  mourn,  for  they 
•^  ihall  be  comforted/'  .  That  blefTed  Spirit  that 
convinces  them  of  fin^  fhall  be  their  everlafting* 
Comforter, 
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Bleffed  are  the  meek.  Not  fuch  as  arc  ifatifrally 
fibj  or  thofc  whofe  pafCons  arc  foon  touched^,  and 
cafily  moved,  and  upon  which  the  empty  orator 
plays  his  accurfed  game:  for  fle(hly  mceknefs,  or 
native  cpmpafllon  and  pity,  has  nothing  but  fleih 
and  blood  in  view^  and  is  often  attended  with  hatred 
coGod;  It  favours  not  the  things  of  God»  but  thofe 
that  be  of  men.  The  Arminian  may  have  this, 
vrhile  thft  worft  of  war  againft  God  is  carried  on  in 
the  heartr  This  is  not  what  is  meant  m  my  text. 
•^  That  which  is  born  of  the  flcA,  is  flclh. — Cor^  * 
•*  ruption  cannot  iniierit  incorrupt  ion."     Natural  4 

aflfeftions  arc  corrupt,  and  fo  is  all  mecknefs  that 
flows*  froiT)  them.    Nor  does  thi$  mecknelii  confifl;  ^ 

Jn  a  few  trooodile  tears,  fuch  as  Efau  might  pour 
forth,  or  fuch  as  thoff  (bed  who  howled  upon  their  A 

beds,   and  fct   aflemblcd  by   troops  in    harlots  " 

Kpv^s.  The  meeknels  here  meant  i$  a  fruit  of  thf 
Sfirit\  and  4s  produced  ynder  hi( deration,  when 
Kehat  convinced  the  flnnefs  convided  him,  brought 
li?m  in  guilty  by  the  word  of  God,  ftopped  his 
iYiouthj  an^  iTiade  him  tremble.  It  is  felt  when  the 
finncP  chafes  to  kick,  to  murmur,  to  complain,  to^  ^ 
refifti  and  to  rebdi  when  the  heart  }$  brokm,  and  all' 
iiuman  efforts  are  found  to  be  ufclefs^  when  the 
finner^s  ftrength  is  all  gone,  and  <♦  he  is  (till,  and 
<^  knows  that  the  Lord  b«  is  God;**  when  the  foul 
IS  refigned,  flibmiflive,  and  lies  paffive,  viewing  the 
jtjftice  of  God,  and  confefling  the  jufticc  of  the  fen- 

Vcncc I 
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fence;  fcnfible  it  can  urge  no  pica  in  it's  ovn  behalf^ 
nor  make  any  reply  ag^inft  the  expcdted  execution* 
This  is  real  meeknefs  and  qpietude.  Cooie  life, 
come  death,  come  heaven*  or  come  hell,  fuch  a  foul 

\^ppears  as  if  he  fliould  no  more  rcfift.  IheSaviour^ 
yrho  was  meek  and  lowly— and  of  whom  we  are  all 
to  learn,  e:^ercifed  this  grace  in  the  higheftj  when  he 
faid,  ^*  Not  my  will,  but  thinc»  be  done."  This  is 
the  laft  (tage  at  which  the  awakened  finnar  arrives 
before  the  blefllng  CQmes.  This  brin^  him  fcnfibly 
inCQ  the  way  of  life*  *^  The  meek  will  he  guide  in 
«'  judgment,  the  meek  will  he  teach  his  way/'  With 
meeknefs  the  ingrafted  word  is  received;  and  4 
meek  and  (juiet  fpirit,  in  the  fight  of  God>  ^is  €^f 
§reat  price.  But  this  meeknefs  is  of  the  Spirit  of 
God,  (  Gai.  V,  a3 , )  fbe  fruit  cf  tb(  Spirit  m  m^hcfs^ 
tcmper(nice^  Tfcis  grace  gomes  with  the  Spirit  from 
the  fulnefs  of  the  Saviour,  and  i^callcd  bis,  i  Cor« 
X.  I,  Ibefoecb  jm  hy  the  meelnefs  of  Chrift .  It  is  a 
grace  exercifcd  toward  him,  under  bis  hand,  and  ia 
his  caufe;  and  is  alwayf  s^ttended  with  &lf-dinike» 
wiih  Ipwlinefs  of  mind,  and  with  ^uinudp  of  hearty 
BleflTcd  sire  the  meek-r*? 

•  F$r  tkcf  Jhg}l  i%,hmt  the  earthy  -Not  the  prcfcn? 
earthy  as  it  nqw  ftands;  for  this  jV  giv^n  into  fb€  band ^ 
of  the  wifh4,  (Job^  ix,  a4.)-T^but  rather  the  new 
heaven,  an4  the  ff(w  ^arth^  wherein^  dwelleth  rigbtc- 
oyfnefs,  and  no  wickednefs  i  or  righteous  men,  and 
no  flu  ners.  This  '\»  tho  heavenly  country  thaf 
*    ^  Abraham 
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■  *     •  - 

Abraham  fought,  fbe  land  vcbicb  is  veij  far  r^* 
where  the  King  is  to  be  fccn  in  all  his  beauty, 
■  Bleffcd  are  tbey  wbid>  do  hunger  and  tbirft  after      •• ' 
rrgbuoufnefs.     The  firmer  that  hungers  after  righte- '  ir"^^ 
cwfnefs,  IS  Tcnfible  that  he  has  none  of  his  own  f^ 
he  is  condemned  on  every  hand  for  the  want  of 
lighteOxrfhefs  ;'  if  he  reads  the  Law,  it  cpndemns        ""^ 
him  idt  hisr  tranfgreflldns;  if  he  reads  the  Gofpel,  • 
hie  is 'tondemned  becaufe  he  cannot  believe;  if  hc^ 
HSoki'  to  Confcience,  it  accufes  him  of  unrighteouf- 
itefe.     He  condemns  himfelf  in  every  thing   he  ^ 
does';  if  he   hears  the  word,  he  is  condemned  in 
the  congregation  of  the  righteous,  atid  he  knows  * 
;)nd  feels,  that  the  unrighteous  cannot  enter  the  ^ 

•kingdom.     The  fentehce  of  condemnation  awakens 
a  ^hole  troop  of  terrors  againft  him ;  and  fervile '  4 

fear,  with  a  train  of  tormghts,  attend  him;  Mofes,  • 
Satan, *and  Confcience,  accufc  him,  and  he  has  no 
^ighteoufncfs  to  anfwer  for  him.  His  nakedncfs, 
guilt,  and  fhame,  confound  him ;  and  the  thoughts 
and  terrible  apprchenfions  of  appearing  before  God, 
sfngels,  an^^faints,  in  fuch  a  predicament,  in  the 
great  and  terrible  day,  diftraft  him.  Thefc  dreSd- 
iiil  views,  fehfations,  and  expeftations,  make  him 
hunger,  thirft;  and  pant,' for  righteoufncfs,  as  the* 
chaccd  Kart  for  the  water-brook ;.  for  he  knows  he 
miift  perifti  without  it,  and  be  cannot  reft  till  he 
has  it.  And  blcffed  arc  fuch  hungry  fouls,  for  they 
Aall  moft'furcly^*—  '    » 
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BefUed.  Not  .with  their  own  rightcoufncfs — for 
Ijuman  performances  can  never  fatisfy  the  capacious 
•■  ^*  defires  of  an  imniortal  foul,  which  are  kindled  by 
*  .  the  Spirit 'of  judgment,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  burn- 
ing—for  he  cannot  ftand  before  a  djvine  la<«r, 
without  a  divine  righteoulhefi.  "  Man*s  iniqui- 
*^  ties  are  infinite^*  (Jot),  xxii.  5.)  Jf  commit- 
•*  ted  againft  an  infinite  Being,"  (Pfalm  cxivii.  5.) 
and  he  that  redeems  and  juftifies,  mud  be  an  infi- 
nite pcrfon.  The  Saviour's  obedience  to  the  Law, 
and  not  the  finner's  own,  is  that  in  which  he  mufl:  be 
found,  if  ever  he*  appears  righteous.    The  dignity 

'  of  the  perfon  that  obeyed  in  the  finner's  room^ 

makes  his  obedience  of  infinite  value.  •*  He 
*^  thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God,  yet 
•*  took  on  him  the  form  of  a  fervant,  and  became 

^  .  **  obedient;'"  and  by  the  obedience  of  this  Holy 
One  fhallmany  be  made  righteous:  with  this  rightc* 
oufnefs  God  is  well  pleafed  i  this  he  accepted  on 
our  account ;  the  Gofpel  reveals  it  as  the  riglite- 
oufnefs  of  God;  God  brings  it  near,  and  imputes  it| 
Faith  puts  it  on;  and  the  Spirit  lets  us  know  it  is 
done,  and  bears  his  witnefs  to  the  glorious  work* 
We  are  juftified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and 
by  the  Spirit  of  our  God.  This  righteoufnefs,  arid 
only  this,  can  fill  the  foul,  as  the  text  fays* 
When  this  change  of  raiment  is  put  on,  Satan 
ikulks ofF,filledwith  thefurious  rebukes  of  God^like 
a  betrayed,  malicious  villain,  as  he  is i  Mofes^  with 

B  '  ^  hif 
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his  accufationsy  vaHiIhes^  and  is  loft  in  the  gTbriou» 
vifioo^^  HiBid ,  we  know  not  what  is  become  of  him  % 
and  being  fo  takn  up  with  the  l^ng  in.  bis  ieauty^ 
we  neither  aikj.  nW  wifh  to  know  where  he  died^ 
por  where  he  was  buried  $  Jefus  is  all  in  all^  and  at 
fuch  times  he  leaves  no  room  for  aikother.  This 
righceonmefs  enables  the  finncr  to  lift  up  his  head 
to  God,  and  to  look  Confcience  out  of  counte* 
nanoKf  yea,  to  look  to  the  day  of  j.adgment  with 
celeftial  triumph,  mer^  rejoicing  againft  juJ^wunK 
The  Jiety  La*iff  ^(ipear^  quenched  in  a  ISaviour's 
blood,  and  the  everlalling  Gofpel  fhmes  like  a 
milliM  Juns.  "  Surely  the  light  of  the  moon 
'^  (ball  be  as  die  light  of  the  fun,  and  the  light  of 
**  the  fan  fhall  htjevcnfoldf  as  the  light  oi  Jeven 
^  dafs,  in  the  daj  that  the  Lord  bindetb  up  the 
*•  hreatb  &fbis^peofUf  and  bealetb  rhcjtroke  of  their 
**  ^wotmdJ*  Ifai*  xxx.  a^.  What  poor,  patched* 
tYp,  pitiful  Irnfey-woolfey  garments  of  righteouf- 
jatb,  do  thoie  preachers  bring  forth,  who  arc 
ftnangers  to  the  King's  wardrobe! — ^'  a  bed  $90 
•*  /bort  for  a  weary  foul  to  reji  on,  and  a 
**  covering  toa  narrow  for  a  foul  convinced  of  it's 
•«  nakednefs  to  wre^  itfclf  in.*  J[fai.x%yi\u  ox>. 
Souls  once  enrobed  with  the  royal  raii})ent  of 
needle-work,  will  never  fetch  their  app^rc]  from 
Rag-fair \  for  the  nakednefs  and  beggary  of  fin^h 
preachers  appear  confpicuous  enough  (to  foab 
^ihus  enlightened)  in  all  they  fay,  in  all  they  cfo, 

in 


,1^  all  th^  preach,  and  in  all  they  vmtt  i  l^ooe 
.covet  their  ftate,  or  envy  their  happincfe,  but 
Jp^fs  and  blind. ' 

Shjfid  are  the  mercifuU  foY  ibey  Jhall  obinin 
fffffcy*  Not  the  mercy  of  carnal  tnca  is  mtzniyfof 
ibe  iindisr  mrcUs  of  the  wicked  are  cruel  i  and 
^though  fuinei;3^  Jove  £naers,  and  give  to  finoers^ 
yet  they  have  not  the  reward  of  eternal  inheritance 
lor  that;  it  i$  not  done  to  the  leaft  of  Chrift's  t>r4S« 
thren.  and  fo  it  is  not  done  to  him*  Natural  men, 
Jby  their  liberal  ads,  may  procure  a  fort  of  cercmo- 

y  p\2X  confecra^ion  on  what  they  have;  as  the  Sa« 

viour  f^idto  the  Pharifees^  ^^  Give  alms  of  fuc/i 
^^  ;thing^  a3  ye  have,  and  behold  all  things  are 
^  cle^  unto  you/'    But  *^  though  this  righteouf- 

^  V  iicf$  may  profit  the  fon$  of  nien,  what  does  fu(;h 

;^  a  perfpn  give  to  God?"  Job^  xxxv*  7,  8,  Thefe 
things  ,can  -neither  merits  .nor  procure  the  iure 
jfnercies  of  David— they  conae  without  any  procur- 
ing ..caufe  .in  man;  befides,  whatfoever  is  not  of 
faiths  is  fio  \  r^nd  without  faith  it  is  impoflible  ta 
pleaCb  Godj  niuch  lefs  nierit  at  his  hands.  More-* 
over,  thefe  ble(lingjs  are  pronounced  on  the  difciplea. 
^f.CHrii^  ^rho  belieyed  in  him,  and  followed  bim^ 
and  who  themfelves  bad  obtained  mercy  fo  to  do.  ^ 

JN^ciflil  aien,  in  the  language  of  Scripture^  are 
'        Tighteous^pecfons  and  heirs  of  Heaven  •  '^  The  righte- 
^^  ous  pcnibj  and  merciful  men  are  taken  away,  none 
^rconGdering  that  ,the  righteous  is  taken  from  the 
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*'  evil  to  come — they  (hall  enter  into  peace.'*  J/ai. 
Ivii.  ij  2.  Thefe  difciplcs  were  chofen  in  Chrid, 
and  given  to  him ;  God  had  blefled  them  in  him, 
and  fent  him  to  bfefs  them^  and  he  was  now  about 
it.  As  they  had  obtained  mercy,  to  make  therti 
merciful,  he  bleiTed  the  merciful,  and  promifed 
that  they  Ihould  obtain  more  mercy — whkh  they 
would  ''  want  to  help  them  in  every  time  of 
"  need:"  As  Paul  fays,  "  Having  obtained  njercy, 
"  I  continue  to  this  day."  A  merciful  man  is 
merciful  to  the  fouls  of  men— which  he  fhews  in 
praying  for  them,  warning  them,  holding  forth 
the  word  of  life  clearly  and  unadulterated  to  therri^ 
and  declaring  faithfully  the  whole  counfel  of  God  ^ 
^'  which  is  fowing  to  ourfelves  in  righteoufnefs, 
•'  and  reaping  in  mercy."  Such  a  fubjeft  of 
divine  mercy  feels  for  troubled  fouls,  fympathizes 
with  them,  fuccours  them,  and  bears  a  part  of  their 
burdens,  gives  them  wholefome  advice  and  counfel, 
and  anoints  them  with  frefli  oil  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord — whereas  a  gracelefs  finner,  an  empty  profcf- 
for,  or  a  legal  preacher,  is  nothing  but  a  barren 
wildernefs,  or  a  phyfician  of  no  value.. 

G^d's  fovereign  mercy  is  the  furc  mercies  of 
David,  which  God  gave  to  Jefus  the  fon  of  Davids 
chatt.he  might  communicate  the  fame  to  the  whole 
houfhold  of  David,  which  is  his  own  church-^ 
;ind  when  this  mercy  is  beftowed  on  men,  it  makes 
chem  merciful  men.    This  mercy  appears  in  God's 

reveal*^ 
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revealinghis  Son  in  us>  and  uniting  us  to  him :  <*  But 
•*  God,  who  isrich  in  mercy ^  for  his  great  love  whcrc- 
"  with  he  loved  us,  even  when  we  were  dead  in 
•'  fin,  hath  quickened  us  together  with  Chrift/' 
It  appears  in  the  gift  of  the  Sjiirit :  *^  Qf  bis  own 
^*  mercy  he  faved  us,  by  the  wafhing  of  regenera^ 
•*  tion,  and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft."    Sucfh 
fouls  having  oktainedmercyy  they  faint  not,  either  in 
preaching  mercy,  or  in  (hewing  mercy,  either  to 
the  bodies  or  fouls  of  men,  though  they  meet  with 
much  oppofition  in  it,  and  cruel  treatment  for  it, 
"  Bleflcd  are  the  merciful,  for  they  Jhall  obtain 
**  mercy  \*  not  only  to  help  them  in  every  time  of 
need,  white  in  a  militant  flate,   but  fucb  Jhall  find, 
mercy  of  the    Lord  in  that  great  day.     2  Tim. 
i.  18. 

BUJfed  are  tie  pure  in  heart.  This  parity  of 
heart  ik,  not  the  external  varnifh  of  a  Pharifee,  nor 
the  boafted  perfection  of  an  hypQcrite>  nor  the 
empty  dream  of  the  carnally  fecure ;  for  though 
they  ZTtpurey  yet  it  is  only  in  their  own  eyes^  not 
being  wajbed  from  their  filthinefsy  Prov.  xxx.  1 2. 
Nor  is  it  the  double  portion^ of  fanftity  that  thofe 
claim,  "  Who  Jay  y  Stand  by  ^tbyf  elf  come  not  near  t$ 
*'  me,  for  I  am  holier  tji^an  thou.**  Thcfe  pious 
fouls  are  a  fmoke  in  God^s  nofe^  and  afire  that  burnetb 
all  the  dofj  Ifa.  Ixv.  5.  Nor  dooi  it  confift  in  the 
final  dcftruftion  or  entire  removal  of  the  inbeing 
of  fin — **  For  wh«  can  fay,  I  have  made  my  heart 

B  3  "  clean,. 
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«*  clean,  lam  pure  from  myJinV*  Prov*  xx.  9.   Nbf 
is  it  to  be  found  in  thofe  who  by  ajittle  decent 
carriage,  and  conformity  to  the  letter  of  the  Law^ 
aini  at  purity.    **  For  they  thziJanSlify  tbemfelves^ 
^*  and  they  that  purify  tbemfehes,  fliall  both  be 
"  confumcd  together,"  Ifai.  Ixvi.  17.     This  puri/y 
ef  heart  ftands  in  having  the  heart  fprinhkd  from  aft 
ivil  confcieuce^  and  that  by  the  blood  of  fprinkUng^ 
which  fpeaks  pardon,    peace,  and  reconciliation^ 
ivbicb  are  better  things  than  that  of  Abel.     Such  an 
one,  and  only  fuch,  "  can  Jerve  God  with  a  pure 
*•  confcience^*    2  Tim.  i.   3.      It  is   the  faith  of 
God's    £le£t   that   firft   applies  the   atonement, 
and  ever  after  has  recourfe  to  that  fountain   in 
every  time  of  need,    not  only  to  wafli  the  feet, 
but  alfo  the  hands  and  the  head,  from  all  the  imper- 
fedUons,  failings,  infirmities,   Ihort-comings,  &c. 
&c,  that  cleave  to  our  beft  performances,  **  for  in 
*'  many  things  we  offend  all."  ^hus  God  purifies  ^r 
hearts  by  faith,  A6ls,  xv.  9.     Men  who  arc  deftitute 
of  this  faith,  and  who  never  received  this  atone- 
ment,   are  as  deftitttte  of  int)|fnal  purity   as  the 
prince  of  devils.    «  Unto  the  pure  all  things  are 
pure,  but  unto  them  that  are  defiled  aiid  unbe- 
lieving Is  nothing  pure,  but  even  thfeir  mind  and 
**  confcicncfc  is  defiled/'  Titus,  I  15.    The  man 
whbfe  fins  are  forgiven  him,  and  whbfe  confcience 
is  purged  from  guilt  tod  dead  works,  who  is  re* 
uewed  by  the  Spirit,  who  is  a:  believer  in  Jcfus, 

and 
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^ j  holds  fall  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel  as  it  is  in 
Chrift,  is  the  man  that  holds  the  mjfiery  of  Faith  in 
n  pure  xonfeieHce,  i  Tim.  iii.  9.  Thefc  arc  the 
^  people  to  whom  the  Lord  turn^  a  pure  Ian- 
**  guagc,*'  (Zcch.  iii.  9.)  and  fuch  "  bring  to  the 
**  Lord  a  pure  pfiering,**  Mai.  i.  1 1 . 

Pprity  of  heart  (lands  in  foundnefs,  integrity, 
conft^ncyy  and  fincerity^  being  purged  by  the 
Spirit,  and  in  the  furnace,  from  (he  drofs  and  tin  of 
felf-righteoufn^f$>  felf*  fufficiency,  deceit,  guile, 
£raf^ineis>  hypocrify,  and  diflimulation.  ^^  I  will 
fifnjy  them  asfiher  is  purified^  aij^d  try  them  as 
gold  is, tried;  I  will  take  away  all  their  drols  and 
f^  tin,  and  make  a  Man  more  precious  than  the 
•*  goiden  wedge  of  Opbir.^*  Such  a  foul  bates  de- 
ceit, and  loves  fincerity;  and  ^  he  that  lovttli  pure^ 
^  ^J^  of  hearty  and  hath  gn|ce  in  his  lips,  th6 
^  King  ftall  be  his  friend,**  Prw.  xxii.  11.  And  fo 
jt  feeipsj  for  thus  faith  the  King,-~Blefled  zxz  the 
pure  in  heart — 

For  the;  /hall  fee  God.  ^  He  that  caufed  the 
^^  light  to  Ihine  out  of  darknefs,  hath  (hined  into  our 
*^  hearts,  to  give  ^.  the  Jight  of  the  knowledge  of 
*^  the  glwy  of  Qod  in  the  face  of  Jqfiis  Chrift/*  : 

This  is  no  Icfs  th^n/eeing  him  who  is  invifible  i  it  is 
ic^ng  hjm  in  his  own  rays,  by  faith,  who  is  inviiible 
to  rnprtal  fight.  But  the  texic  means  that  fuch  fouls 
(hatl  not  be  feparated  or  bani(he(f  from  God  aati 
his  jpricf^C?  9  .but  they  ihall  ice  him  with  accept- 
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^nce^  and  with  approbation^  as  their  dear  and  ever* 
lafting  Father,  "  In  that  day,  /  Jhall  Jbew  you 
**  plainly  of  the  Fatberi  you  (hall  fee  his  face  witb- 
^^  out  a  cloud,  and  bear  his  voice  without  a  pro* 
**  verb."  The  text  means  an  eternal  abidii^  with 
him,  "in  whole  favour  is  life,  in  whofe  prefence 
'*  is  fulnefs  of  joy,  and  at  whofe  right-hand  are  plea* 
*'  furcs  for  evermore."  It  means  further,  a  per- 
fect deliverance  from  the  remains  of  the  old  vail, 
the  napkin,  and  the  wefJs  that  arc  at  prefcnt  wrapped 
about  our  heart  and  head,  which  too  often 
Blindfold  and  hoodwink  us^  and,  when  we  creep 
out  of  the  dark  regions,  we  go  blinking  and  nod* 
di'ng  like  an  owl  in  the  fun,  being  not  able  to  bear 
the  light :  *^  For  we  know  but  in  part,  and  pro- 
♦*  phcfy  in  partj  we  look  through  ^  glafs  darkly j*' 
but  in  that  day  the  gla/s  will  give  way  to  the  face  ; 
we  (hall  not  wrap  our  face  in  a  mantle,  nor  will 
God  Jivell  in*  thick  darknefs:  the  vail  will  be  rent 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom;  and  "  then  (hall  the 
•*  righteous  fliine  forth  as  the  fun  in  the  glory  of 
**  their  Father's  kingdom,  for- ever  and  ever;  wc 
*^  Ihall  then  fee  as  we  are  feen,  and  know  as  we  are 
^  known/*  *  The  winding-fhcet  and  the  napkin 
Jhall  both  be  left  in  the  tomb  \  and  mortality,  with 
all  her  rags  and  tatters,  be  fwallowed  up  of  life> 
and  Immortalit]^  be  all  in  all.  Blejfed  are  the  pure  ' 
in  heart,  for  they  Jhall  fee  God. 
Blejfed  are  the  peace-makers.    Peace-makers  muft 

have 
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have  peace  in  poffefllon ;  they  muft  be  fons  of  PcacS 
!  before  they  can  make  peace.    An  unbeliever  is  a 

\  very  improper  peHbn  to  (land  in  the  gap^  or  make 

up  a  breach,  either  between  Chrifl:  and  his  children9 
or  between  faint  and  faint  -,  for  he  is  an  enemy  to  both 
parties,  and  can  never  wilh  well  to  either.  Wc 
may  fay  of  fuch  peace-makers,  as  Jebu  faid  of  the 
fon  of  witchcraft,  ^'  What  had:  thou  to  do  with 
**  peace  ?  Get  thee  behind  me."  Peace  flows  from 
^  the  counfel  of  Heaven  :  **  For  mercy  and  truth  met 

<<  tagetbery  right  eoufnefs  and  peace  kijfed  each  other y^ 
^  in  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  when  he  undertook  to  fatisfy 

right  eoufnefs y  fulfil  and  honour  txuthy  open  a  way 
for  mercjy  and  make  feace  by  the  blood  of  his 
crofs. 

Peace  prefuppofes  a  war  fubfifting  between  two 
parties,  and  is  brought  about  by  the  interpoiition 
of  a  middle  perfon,  who  appears  in  the  charaderof 
a  Mediator;  and  this  Mediator  is  Chriil,  who  fufr 

0 

fered  the  fword  of  Juftice  to  be  fheathed  in  hi?  own 
heart,  that  peace  between  God  and  ele<3:  finoers 
might  be  proclaimediupon  honourable  and  ever* 
lafting  terms. 

To  this  peace  we  were  predeftinated  and  ordained 
from  eternity;  on  which  account  we  are  called 
fons  of  Peace,  before  peace  is  revealed  to  us*  "  Into 
'*  whatfocver  houfe  ye  enter,  fay,  P^ace  be  to  this 
^^  houfe  \  and  if  they^ir  of  Peace  be  Hcti^xty  jour  peace 
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*^  fball  come  upon  it  i  if  not^  it  fhall  turn  to  yo'd 
*^  again/' 

ffczct,  in  the  revelation  of  it  to  the  Gnner's  heart, 
{§  the  cfFcft  of  pardon  and  juftification^  as  it  i$ 
w^rittcn,  "  Thy  fins  arc  forgiven  thee,  go  in  peace.-^ 
*'  And  being  juftified  by  faiths  we  h^v^  peace  with 
**  God/'  And  it  is  called  a  fruit  of  the  Spirit, 
and  is  produced  under  his  operation,  as  foon  as  the 
foul  is  fealed  to  the  day  of  redemption*  The  man, 
therefore,  that  is  a  ftranger  to  the  pardon  of  his  fan, 
the  juftification  of  his  pcrfon,  and  the  myftery  of 
faith,  cannot  be  either  a  peace- poffciTor  or  a  peaces 
maker  I  for  the  way  ofp€a£ebe  has  nev^r  known.    A  ^ 

fiace-^maker  is  one  who  is  authorized  and  commif* 
fioned  by  the  high  Court  of  Heaven^  as  an  ambaC-  ^ 

fador  of  the  King  of  kings,  to  pro(!laim  peace  in 
.the  name  of  bis  rightful  Sovereign,  between  ths  > 

iSSloft  High  God  and  the  children  of  men.  Which 
l>lelfing  of  pease  flows  fiiom  the  everlaftiog  love  of 
God,  as  the  efficient  caufe;  from  the  blood  of 
Chrift,  as  the  procuring  caufe;  and  by  the  Spirit 
-into  the  finner's  heart,  by  fnitby  as  the  applicatory 
hand,  or  inftrumental  caufe.  ^^  Beautiful  upon  tl^ 
^^  mouataios,'*  and  bkficd  ^r  ever  arc  ^nchpeace^ 
tnakets* 

Everychild  of  God  is  commiiSooed  to  make  and 
keep  peace,  but  hiscoramiinon  autbori^s  him  not 
toproclajm  pcaccJbctaroecn  the  wodd.  aud  the.  church, 
*•  .CChfifl:  came  not  to  fend  peace  here,  but  a  fword 

'.«  and     • 
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^  and  afire;"  nor  between  Satin  and  dieChurch« 
Chrift  hath  no  concord  with  Belial,  nor  yet  between 
the  old  man  and  the  new,  in  a  child  of  God  (hy  zfin^ 
iifsperfeStioni)  for  thefeafc  to  war  together  j  the  one 
Is  to  be  put  off,  and  the  other  put  on  to  the  end.  Nor 
dre  they  to  proclainn  peace  between  faints  and  hypo- 
crites, for  this  is  not  taking  forth  tbevik  fnmibe  precis 
MS  I  but  to  proclaim,  enforce,  and  endeavodf  tanfain- 
tain  peace  between  Cfarift  and  his  ^Mmilyi  and  be- 
tween the  children  of  God,  is,  and  tytv  is  to  bej 
the  honed  endeavour  of  a  fon  of  Peace:  and  fuch 
peace-makers^  and  only  fuch,  are.bleficd^    And-^ 

They  jball  be  called  the  children  of  God.  And  £> 
they  are  called^  and  acknowledged  to  be,  by  thofe 
who  are  partakers  of  adopting  grace;  and  children 
of  God  they  really  are,  though  profeflbrs  often  ball 
•them  by  another  name.  But  no  linirilpired  perfoii^ 
no  unbeliever,  can,  with  certainty,  be  caUed  ^^  ta 
^^  child  of  God/'  Chrift  commiffions  po  man  to 
tell  lyes,  nor  to  call  them  God's  children  chat.aie 
'  hot  fo. 

Blejid  are  they  which  are  per/ecu  ted  for  right eoetfi' 
nejsjhke.  Not  to  get  a  righteoiifnefs,  butfofthe 
fake  of  one  already  got.  Perfecution,  in  the  higheft 
fenfe,  is  tl)e  Devil  in  the  heart  of  a  rebel,  oppofing 
Chrift  in  the  heart  of  a  faihr.  Abel  was  perfecuted 
for  righteoufnefs  fake,  or  becaufe  GOd  had  accepiod 
Abel's  perfon,  and  gave  witnefs  of  it,  teftifying  of 
iiis  gift  \  while  Cain^  who  was  of  that  nmckei  cn^^ 

not 
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not  being  accepted,  nor  his  ofiering>  flew  bim,  be* 
caufc  his  own  works  were  evil,  and  his  brother's 
rfghtcous  3  or  becaufe  God  had  given  the  one  faith, 
and  not  the  other  -,  and  becaufe  the  work  of  faith 
was  accepted,  and  the  work  of  the  SeQi  reje&ed. 
A  perfon  is  perfecuted  for  righteoufnefs  fake,  when 
God  has  given  him,  by  the  Spirit,  the  word  $f 
rigbjiou/nefsy  and  fent  him  to  preach  it  $  as  he  did  to 
Noah,  in  whom,  and  by  whom^  the  Spirit  of  Chrifl: 
ftrove  with  the  wicked  Antediluvians,  whoie  fouls 
are  now  in  frijon^  (i  Peter,  iii.  19.)  till  Godfaid, 
**  My  Spirit  Ihall  not  always  ftriye  with  man." 
Soon  after,  God  brought  in  the  flood  upon  the 
world  of  the  ungodly,  andjaved  Noab,  a  freacber  tf 
tigbtioufnejs.     He  muft  be  in.a  juftified  ftate,  who^ 
in  the  fenfe  of  the  text,  is  perfecuted  for  righteouf- 
nefs fake.    If  impollors,  infidels,   or  hypocrites, 
bring  a  perfecution  upon  themfelves,  it  is  rather  a 
being  buffeted  for  tbeir  bypocrifyy  than  being  perfe- 
cuted for  righteoufnefs  fake  :  and  it  is  often  feen, 
that  fuch  go  back  again,  with  humble  fubmilTion, 
to  the  Devil  and  the  world;  and,  to  atone  for  their 
paft  offences,  commit  all  uncleannefs  with  greeci- 
nefs.     Perfons,  therefore,  that  are  juftiftcd  by  faith, 
and  live  in  good  confcience ;  who  vindicate  the 
honour  of' a  righteous  God,  and  reprove  unrigh- 
teous and  wicked  men ;  who  profefs,  or  preach,  the 
righteoufnefs  of  faith,  and  oppofe  errors  advanced ; 
and  who  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God  ^  and 

whofc 
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whofe  condud  and  coaverfation  in  the  world  is  jiift 
and  upright  before  God,  and  before  men;  thefe  are 
the  perfons  that  are  perfecutcd  for  righteoufhela 
fake,  and  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  beaveff. 

Bieffed  are  ye  when  men  Jball  revile  yvUx  and  per- 
JecuteyoUy  and  Jhall  Jay  all  manner  of  evil  againft  yo^ 

f^lf^b'*  f^^  ^y  J^^*  Reviling  a  perfon*s  n june  and 
charader^.  his  writings,  preaching,  religion,  or  pro* 
feffion,  without  any  juft  charge  of  ignorance,  ^rror^ 
♦hypocrify,  or  imnoorality,  is  reviling  him  falfely^ 
Oppofing  a  fervant  of  Chrift,  refifting,  gainfaying^' 
^  or  endeavouring  to  hinder  his  ufeflilnefs  in  the  work 

of  God,  is  perfecuting  him.     Calling  him  an  Ami* 

i  nomtan,  a  bad  fpirit,  a  licentious  perfon,  and  an 

encourager  of  fin,  without  either  ground  or  proof, 

V  ^  is  fpeaking  evil  againft  him  falfelyr— and  that  for 

Chrift*s  fake* 

TUqoite^  and  he  exceeding  gladi  for  great  is  your 
reward  in.  heaven^  The  Saviour  knew  thefe  things 
would  not  always  be  found  eafy  to  flefh  and  blood, 
therefore  tells  us  to  r^oice  that  he  counts  us  worthy 
to  fuffer  reproach  and  (hame  for  his  name;  ^nd  in 
•that  we  are  honoured  in  being  employed  in  the 
lord's  fervice,  and  in  fighting  the  Lord's  battles, 
.^urthemiore  it  fliews,  that  fuch  a  Ibul  is  tolerably 

found  in  the  faith,  and  pretty  well  purged  from 

• 

the  fpirit  of  the  world,  and  from  the  communi^ 
of  it,  as  they  lb  detefl:  him ;  which  is  matter  of  re* 
joking,  for  many  legal  profefiTors  and  hypocrites 

arc 
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are  (mfiUe  that  they  want  cbis  teft.  Moreover^ 
At  reproach  that  falls  oa  w,  for  Chrift's  fake^  is 
she  repredcb  of  Cbrift  himfclf :  it  fills  on  the  vfitscn 
bers  for  the  Take  of  the  head.    And— - 

Grei^t  is  the  reward  of  righteous  perfons,  fuficr« 
log  vroogfuUy  for  righteoufneis  fake;  for  God  is 
their  portion,  glory  tbeir  crown,  and  heaven  itfelf 
iheif  home,  and  their  reward  of  inheritance. 
'  Far  Jo  peffecuted  fbey  the  p-opb^u  that  zvire  hrfou 
yw.  They  fuffercd  reproach  and  perfecution  wh0 
ihewed  before  of  the  coming  of  the  Juft  One;  and 
they  fliare  the  fame  who  embrace  him  that  is  come# 
The  Saviour,  therefore,  fets  the  reward  againft  per*> 
fecution,  to  counterbalance  it ;  that  lig^t  afflidion^ 
<which  are  but  for  a  moment,  may  .appear  as  noi- 
thing, ,  when  compared  to  an  eternal  weight  of 
glory. 

Te  are  thoJaU  of  the  earth.  Salt  is  emblematicat 
of  fpecial  grace.  -*'  Have  fait  in  3K>urfelves,  and 
^  have  peace  one  with  another.^  Mark  \t.  50. 
And  to  Ihew  that  the  grace  of  God  is  needful  in 
every  branch  of  God's  fervice  and  worihip,  God 
fays,^  With  etU  thine  offerings  thou  fialt  offer  fait. 
*Xxy.  lit  13*  Grace  i&  needful  in  chriftian  convert 
fation,  or  no  grace  can  be  communicated  by  i€« 
'•*  Let  your  fpeech  be  feafoned  with  fait."  Col.  vf. 
^.  Salt  IS  a  penetrable  article:  and  fo  is  graces  it 
will  penetrate  into  a  hard  heart,  a  ftubborn  willj^ 
and  foon  ftop  ^  raging  putrefa&ion,  and  .heal  ji 

loath* 


jfoathfomc  difeafc.  Te  are  the  fait  of  the  -earth. 
^  All  flcfh  hath  corrupted  it's  way ;  but  I  have  fca- 
"  foncd  you.**  •The  Spirit,  and  grace  of  God,  are  in 
you,  and  you  are  to  feafon  others. 

But  if  the  fatt  bath  loji  it^s  favour,  wherewith 
Jhall  it  he  falted  ?  But  if  your  miniftry,  company^ 
.  and  converfation,  hath  loft  all  it*s  favour  with  grace- 
Icfs  profeflbrs,  or  earthly-minded  men,  fo  that 
they  reliih  not  the  things  that  be  of  God,  hoxvfiall 
the  earth  he  failed  f  What  clfe  can  prcfcrvc  them 
Irom  becoming  a  ftink  in  the  noftrils  of  God? 
Nothing*  And  fo  it  appeared  when  the  Romiflr 
«nny  laid  them  in  heaps,  as  dung  upon  the  earth  ; 
the  fait  was  all  gathered  out,  and  the  ftink  of  thei» 
camps  and  their  carcaies  foon  went  up. 

//  is  thenceforth  good  for  nothing.    It  is  good  fof 
nothing  in  the  judgment  of  hai^cned  and  impe- 
nitent finncrs  ^   it  profits  them  nothing ;  but  is  a 
favour  of  death  unto  death :  they  mock  at  it,  and 
their  bands  are  made  ftrong ;  it  leaves  them  without 
a  cloak  for  their  fin  j  in  their  cfteem  it  is  good  for  j 
nothing  but  to  be  caft  out ;  they  caft  the  apoftlcs 
out  of  the  fynagogue,  and  broke  the  pleafing  bonds 
of  the  Everlafting  Covenant  afunder,  and  caft  their 
cords  from  them,  and  fo  judged  thcmfelves  un- 
worthy of  eternallifc.    And  at  laft  the  fait— 
•  Was  trodden  under  foot  of  men.    They  trampled  . 
on  the  blood  of  the  Everlafting  Covenant,  on  the 
miruftry  of  Divine  Grace^  arid  on  the  Church  of  the 

living 
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liirlng  God  ;   and  therefore  the  Saviour  trampled 
them  in  his  fury,  and  left  thenn  without  help,  to 
tread,  by  thcmfclves,  the  wine-prefs  of  the  wrath  of 
Almighty  God/ 
//       Ti  dre  the  light  of  the  worlds    Ye  arc  Mount 
ZioD,  the  perfedtion  of  beauty,  out  of  which  God 
will  fhine*    '^  In  you  hath  he  fet  a  tabernacle  for 
•*  his  Sun,  which  is  as  a  bridegroom  coming  out  of 
*^  his  chamber,  and  rejoiceth  as  a  ftrong  man  to  run 
«•  a  race.'*    The  Spirit  of  Illumination  is  in  you  j 
and  It  will  ever  fhine  through  you,  and  make  you 
burning  and  (hining  lights;  "  yea,  a  flaming  fire  :'* 
and  from  you  the  light  (hall  fliine  from  eaft  to  we(!^         ^ 
and  nothing  Jball  be  hid  from  the  beat  thereof. 

A  city  that  is  fet  on  an  bill  cannot  be  bid.  It's 
fmoke,  lights,  lamps,  towers,  and  walls,  are  feen  at 
a  great  diftance.  ^^  And  upon  Mount  Zion,  and 
*'  on  all  her  aflemblies,  fhall  be  a  fmoke  by  day, 
«*  and  the  burning  of  a  flaming  fire  by  night.  I 
«*  am  your  wall  of  falvatioD,  your  high  tower,  and 
•«  your  fortrcfs :  and  I  will  make  you  as  a  tower 
^'  and  a  fortrefs ;  yea,  as  an  iron  pillar,  and  a  brazen 
^*  wall.'^  And  the  Lamp  of  Salvation,  in  the  hand 
of  your  faith,  (hall  enlighten  thoufands  into  the 
ways  of  Zion,  who  fliall  fee  her  glory,  privileges, 
and  beautiful  fituation ;  and  both  ^*  ftrangcrs  and 
•V  foreigners  fliall  become  fellow-citizens  of  it/* 

Neither  do  men  light  a  candle,  and  put  it  under  a 
bujhel,  but  on  a  candle/lick.    1  have  not  enlightened 
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you  into  the  knowledge  of  your  tmti  hearts,  and 
into  the  myfteries  of  my  kingdom,  that  you  (hould 
be  hid  in  obfcurity ;  or  conceal  that  wifdom>  know- 
ledge, and  underftanding,  that  I  have  ^ven  you. 
No:  I  ihall  (hortly  raife  up  many  churches;  and^ 
as  lb  many  candlcjficks,  I  (hall  place  you  as  (o  many 
candles  on  them,  that  you  may  give  light  unto  all 
chat  are  of  my  houlhold^ 

Let  your  light  fofiine  before  men.  All  that  I  hai^ 
laid  to  you,  in  fecret,  proclaim  upon  the  houfe-* 
top.  I  hare  made  nianifeft  the  counfels  of  your 
heart ;  and  by  your  miniftry  the  thoughts  of  many 
hearts  (hall  be  revealed :  they  (ball  fee,  as  it)  a  glafs, 
their  loft  efl'ate,  their  fins  in  their  true  colours,  their 
need  of  a  delpifed  Saviour  \  and  they  (hall  (ee  him 
as  the  only  way  to  the  Father*  It  is  the  Spirit  that 
fpeaketh  in  you ;  and  I,  who  an  your  everlafting 
l^ght,  your  God,  and  your  glory,  will  fhine  in  you, 
and  (hine  out  hy  you.  "  Let  your  light  fo  (hioc 
**  before  men"— 

iTbat  they  may  fee  your  good  works.    The  office  o£ 
a  Brfliop,  or  a  Paftor,  is  a  good  work.    Magnify 
yotrr  t>lEce,  and  makr  (till  proof  of  your  miniftry* 
'Evangelizing  fouls  by  my  unduous  Spint,  is  a  go&d 
-work  on  them;  andf  communicating  grace  to  their 
'hearts,  is  a  good  work  in  them.    Freely  ye  have  re- 
ceived—freely give.    Heal  the  lick,  and  cz^gf0^ 
•  devils;  which  arc  good  deeds  done  to  impotent  folks • 
Converted  kx^  fhall  be  the  fruit  of  your  miniftry. 

C  «  I  have 
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^f  I  have  cholen  you,  and  ordUgcd,  you,  that  yotr 
^<  ihouid  go  and  bring  fonU  fruit;,  and  your  fruit 
'<  ihall  remain.^  It  fhall  remain  to  the  world's 
end :  '*  For  when  the  Son  of  Man  comethj  he  fhall 
"  End  faUb  on  the  earth/*  The  Pharifccs/jy,  and 
do  not  I  but  you  muft  ir,  and  not/ajr*  "  t^t  them 
/'  S£B  your  good  works.^  Sound  not  your  own- 
trumpet,'  as  the  hypocrite  do:  a  good  workman 
will  have  trumpeters  enough. 

^^^  gl^ify  y^^  jPtf/iir  tvbicb  is  in  biovin/  By 
proclaiming  hi»  eternal  and  nucchlels  love  in  the 
gift  of  his  Son  s  by  making  known  his  focret  pur* 
pof^>  grace,  and  good^wiU  to  men;  by  celebrating 
his  high  prailes,  and  by  provoking  od&ers  to  love 
him,  and  to  do  the  fame ;  by  ;^ribing  all.  falvatiofi^ 
to  him ;  by  faith  in  him,  love  to  hinx,  and  by  chank-^ 
ing  him,  blefiing  him,  worfhipping  him,  praiiing. 
him,  and  adoring  him ;  and  by  a  life,  walk^  and^ 
converfacion,  that  is  honourable  to  him,  and  welk 
becoming  you  a^  the  children  of  iuch  a  bcniga> 
Parent, 

I^cherto  the  Saviour  has  been  fpeaking^  to  his- 
difciples  and  faithful  followers  $  which  appears  evi- 
dent^ by  the  many  blelllngs  that  he  pronounced  on- 
them,.whofe  blefllngs  never  fty  at  random.  Nor 
can  it  be  fuppofcd  that  he  would  call  Scribes,  Pha- 
li6es,  and  hypocrite^  the  light  of  the  world,  and 
.  the  fait  of  the  earth ;  for  fuch  are  rather  the  fcuQi< 
•lid  the  dregs  of  it.    All  that  has  byen  faid  is^ap^ 

plicable:^ 
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l>licabrc  to  the  children  of  God,  and  to  none  elfe; 
Now  come  in  the  irords  of  my  text ;  in  which  the 
Saviour  feems  to  diredk  his  difcourfe  to  the  multi* 
tadei  who  had  been  bearing  doftrines  which  thejr 
never  heard  before,  and  might  wonder  that  thcf 
heard  nothing  about  the  Law :  therefore,  the  Sa^ 
Viour  feems  to  addrefs  this  to  them,  but  not  to  the 
ekclufioft  of  bis  faithful  followers— 

think  not  that  lam  edme  to  dtftrttj  fheLaiv.  f 
ahi  not  come  to  pull  down  it^s  fan&ion,  or  it*s  au« 
thority*  I  am  not  come  to  fet  it  afide,  repeal  it's 
force^  abolifh  it,  make  it  void,  or  blot  it  out,  {in 
any  of  the  follomngjen/ts.')  Were  1  to  do  this,  niine 
Eleft  would  have  no  fcboolmajler^  the  bond-fervant 
would  have  no  rule^  the  finner  no  tranfgreffionj  the 
Judge  mjtntenct^  and  the  ungodly  no  damnation. 

Firft,  The  Law  fliall  ever  ftand  as  a  fchoolmaftef 
to  mine  Eleft,  to  fhdw  them>  arid  make  them  feel 
their  need  of  rtie.  They  (hall  learn  of  the  Father^ 
and  kelieve  Mo/i^s  writings  too  \  and  then  they  Ihall 
€ome  unto  me,  and  believe  my  words.  They  ihall 
come  to  God,  the  Judge  of  all  in  the  Law ;  and  then  • 
to  the  Mediator  of  the  New  Covenant,  revealed  in 
the  Golpel.  They  (hall  hear  my  Father's  voice  in 
xhtjecret  place  of  thunder ;  and  then,  with  their  face 
n^rapt  in  their  mantlci  they  ^all  hear  the  voice  of 
the  Turtle:  and  fo  go  from  death  to  life,  from  Sinai 
to  Zion,  from  wrath  to  come  to  Grace  revealed* 
The  Law  fliali  kill  them,  and  I  will  quicken  them ; 

Q  ci  the 
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the  Law  (hall  wound  them,  and  I  will  heal  them  1 
the  Law  (hall  divorce  them,  and  I  will  marry  them. 
The  yoke  of  the  Law  fhall  make  my  yoke  defirable. 
This  fliall  be  the  good  and  lawful  ufe  of  the  Law; 
and  this  ufe  of  it  fhall  never  be  fet  alide,  made  void^ 
done  away^  or  aboliftied. 

Secondly,  The  Law,  written  by  the  finger  of  God, 
and  the  copy  of  it  on  the  hearts  of  Heathens, 
fhall  ever  remain  in  full  force,  as  the  only  and  eternal 
rule  cf  life  and  rigbteoujnefs^  to  all  the  reprobate,  to 
every  bond-child,  vain-jangler,  proud  c^oer,  fclf- 
righteous,  felf-fuiGcient,  and  independent  Pharifee. 
**  Whatfoevcr  the  Law  faith,  let  it  be  what  it  will, 
*'  it  fhall  fay  it  to  them  that  are  under  the  Law." 
All  that  work  for  life  there,  the  reward  Jhall  wt  be 
reckoned  of  Grace ^  but  of  debt,  Rom.  iv,  4.  The 
Mafter  will  exaft  of  the  fcrvant  a  perfeft  tafk,  a  per- 
petual courfe  of  unerring,  unfinning  obedience. 
As  a  juft  and  immuuble  creditor,  God  will  demand 
the  total  fum  of  all  the  fpodefs  and  perfe&  works 
that  the  Law  requires.  Th  reward  fhall  never  be 
reckoned  of  Grace,  but  of  debt.  No  Surety,  or  Me- 
diator, fhall  be  found  in  the  Old  Covenant.  The 
bond-ilave  that  rejedb  my  Grace,  Ihall  pay  his  own 
debt;  and,  if  he  f^s  but  in  one  point,  he  fhall  find 
the  (Irength  of  fin  to  be  the  Law :  it  fhall  bind  him 
over,  and  deliver  him  to  the  Judge;  **  and  he  fhall 
•*  be  caft  into  prifon.  And  verily  I  fay  unto  you, 
*^  he  fhall  never  come  out  th»ce  till  he  hath  paid 

"  the 
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"  the  very  laft  mite."  Tb^  that  go  down  intojilence 
cannot  hope  for  thy  truth.  If  God  fpares  not  his  in- 
nocent Son  in  his  furety-undertaking,  will  he  fpare 
the  guilty?.  No;  he  will  not  fpare  in  the  day  of 
vengeance.  If  the  Law  curfes  the  Darling  of  Hea<* 
ven  for  (landing  in  the  finner^s  fboes^  fhall  the 
enemy  of  God  and  all  righteoufnefs  efcape  ?  If  God 
awakes  his  fword  againft  his  own  Fellow»  (hall  it 
not  be  bathed  in  wrath^  and  come  down  to  judg- 
ment on  the  people  of  his  curfe  ?  Ifa.  xxxiv.  5. 
The  Law,  as  the  Mafter's  will,  and  the  bondrfcr- 
vant's  rule,  (hall  never  be  done  away.  "  Think 
"  not  that  I  am  come  to  deftroy  the  Law.'* 

Thirdly,  The  Law  is  the  great  Creditor's  band^ 
writings  his  covenant,  and  his  tcftimony,  which 
contains  all  that  he  ordains  his  bondfervaitts  to  do; 
and,  as  an  band-writingy  ic  (hall  exhibit  the  penal 
debt  of  endlefs  fuffering,  which  the  (inner  owes  to 
l>l^ine  Jufticc  for  the  numberlefs  breaches  of  every 
precept  of  it.  As  a  broken  covenant,  it  (hall  bind 
them  over;  and,  as  the  Ma(tcr's  teftimony,  it  (hall 
ever  tcftify  their  numberlefs  tran(grc(fions,  and  be  a 
witnefs  againft  them.  Their  worm  (hall  not  die ; 
and  the  wrath  that  is  kindled  in  the  fiery  Law  (hall 
bum  to  the  loweft  hell,  as  a  (ire  that  never  (hall  be 
quenched.  To  the  enemies  oHriy  Grace,  who  die 
in  their  (ins,  this  band-writing  Jhall  never  be  blotted 
cut,  (CoIo(r.  ii.  4.)  but  exhibit,  as  a  cloud,  their 
tranfgre(nons,  and  as  a  thick  cloud  their  crimfon 

C  3  fins^ 
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fins.  And,  in  chi$  fcnfc^  It  (hall  never  be  cancelled 
or  repealed  I  it  ihall  never  be  mitigated,  abrogated^ 
difannulled,  done  awajr,  made  void,  or  aboliihed* 
*^  Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  dcftrey  the  Law." 

Fourthly,  I  am  not  come  to  dcftroy  the  condemn- 
ing audiority,  or  to  noitigatethe  rigour^  of  the  L.aw, 
It  is  an  eternal  L^aw,  and  (hall  remain  in  full  forcc;^ 
as  it  ever  did :  for  although  I  (hall  keep  my  coprt 
at  Zion,  reign  in  love,  and  fway  my  righteous  fceptrp 
ever  my  own  children }  and,  as  King  of  Grace,  on  a 
throne  of  grace  di^lay  my  niercy  thq-e  to  all  whq 
tfcape  the  ftorm,  and  Qy  for  (belter  thither  s  yet  J 
have  propared.  my  throap  for  judgment*  All  judg* 
ment  is  committed  unto  me :  I  am  the  Judge  of 
qiiick  and  dead^  and,  as  a  fjghteous  Judge,  I  (hall 
*^  condrmn  the  wicked^  and  bring  his  wickednefs 
^*  on  his  own  head;  and  juftify  the  rightepus,  to  give 
^^  him  according  to  his  righteoufnefs."  As  Judgp 
of  quick  and  dead,  I  (hall  bring  forth  the  Bookof 
Life,  and  the  Book  of  the  Law :  the  quick^  and  thofc 
who  died  in  the  faith,  (hall  be  judged  by  the  Book 
of  Life,  {Rev.  zx.  12.)  and  the  dead  by  tbcXciaw 
of  Death,  Rom.  ii.  12.  The  children  of  the  free- 
woman  (hall  be  judged  by  the  Law  of  Uhirty^ 
0am.es,  i«  12.)  and  the  bond-children  by  ttue  Law 
iffWer^s.  They  that  fm  in  the  Law,  (hall  be  judged 
by  the  Layr.  The  manifold  wijdom  of  God  (hall  be 
unfolded  to  perfeftion  on  the  one  hand,  [Epbef.  iii. 
19.)  and  the  roll  of  lamentation^  mourniv^^  and  woe^ 

oa 
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Ml  the  other,  Ezek.  lu  lo.  The  ileffing  fhall  be 
4pronouneed  from  the  firft^  and  the  cur/e  from  the 
Second :  ^'  Come,  ye  bleifed  of  my  Father,  enter  into 
^'  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  irom  the  founda* 
'**  tion  of  the  world.— Go,  ye  cjurf^d.  into  everlafting 
'^^  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels/'  And 
^he  one  (hall  go  away  into  everlafting  punilhment^ 
but  the  righteous  4nto  life  eternal.— ~-Xhink  not 
•that  I  am  come  todcftroy  the  Law—  /# 

Or  the  JPropbets.  1  am  not  come  to  prove  the 
.prophets  liars,  -or  to  make  their  predi£tions  void. 
1  fltall  neither  oppofe  their  writings,  contradiA  their 
vnflcrtioni,  nor  let  one  prediAion  noted  in  the  Scrips 
tures  of  truth  ever  fail  of  it's  full  accompliihment : 
.«he  things  tho^  wrktenihall  be  accomplilhed  in  mc.^ 
Xbe  faithfulnefs  of  God  in  his  word  fhall  never  fail; 
JM^  veracity  fliall  never  fall  to  the  ground;  the  hope 
x>f  Ifrael  ihall  never  be  loft,  nor  their  expe&ations 
J)e  ever  ci|t  o^.     I  am  not  come  to  d^rcy  ike 

But  to  fuffiU  All  that  has  ever  been  written  in 
the  Law,  theBropheu,  or  .the  J'falms,  concerning 
me,  fliall  have  a  fulfilling  end.  A41  that  is  faid  of 
my  birth,  and  of  my  life ;  ^f  my  mean  appearance, 
^nd  mighty  power,;  of  my  m^chlefs  4oVe  to  men, 
and  of  their  cruel  treatment  of  me;  of  the  miracles 
performed,  and  of  peace  proclaimedj  of  magnifying 
the  Law,  and  preaching  the  ever^laftingGofpel;  crff 
jpjy  Jforrowful  lifc^  and  cruel  death  j  of  thedeftruc- 

C  4  cioa 
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rion  of  the  JcWilh  nadon,  and  the  falvation  of  the 
Gentile  world »  Ihall  all  be  fulfilled.  My  reward 
is  with  me,  and  all  ntf  work  before  me:  nor  will  I 
ttw  my  bead  in  death,  till  all  htfinijhed.  I  am  not 
come  to  deftroy  the  prophets,  but  ta  fulfil. 

For  verily  I  fay  unto  you^  till  heaven  and  earth  pafs^ 
one  jot  y  or  one  tittle^  fhall  in  no  wife  pafi  from  the  Law 
till  all  be  fulfilled.  I  plight  my  veracity,  I  fpcak  in 
verity.  Amen,  fo  it  (hall  be*  Verily  I  fay  unto  you, 
till  heaven  and  earth  pafs-~ 

The  elementary  and  ftarry  heavens  (ball  ftand  to 
the  world's  end.  Then  the  elements  (hall  melt  with 
fervent  heat,  and  the  ftars  (hall  fall  from  their 
ibckets,  as  the  untimely  fruit  of  the  fig-tree;  the  fun- 
fhall  be  confounded,  and  the  moon  a(bameds  the 
heavens  and  the  earth  (hall  flee  away,  and  new  hea* 
vens  and  a  new  earth  (hall  appear,  when  I  arije  to 
fhine  before  my  ancients  gJorioufly. 

7*ill  then,  one  jot  or  one  tittle  fhall  in  no  wife  pafs 
from  the  Law,  till  all  be  fulfilled.  T^e  Law  (hall 
(land  as  it  does  in  all  it's  fenfe,  and  in  all  it's  mean- 
ing, without  being  evangelized,  or  without  ceafing 
to  exift  as  a  covenant  of  works  i  without  being  bereft 
of  it's  irritating  power,  or  (horn  of  it's  penal  fanc« 
tion  I  without  mitigation,  and  without  repeal.  \v 
Ihall  (land  as  my  children's  fchoolmafter^  and  firft 
byfband ;  as  the  mafter's  commanding  will,  and 
the  bond-fervant^s  only  rule  i  as  the  creditor's  band^ 
writings  and  the  debtor's  dreadful  account-book  ^ 

as 
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as  a  tcftimony  for  God  in  defence  of  his  holineft, 
ancTagainft  the  wicked  for  every  tranfgrcflion.  So 
ftall  it  (land— 

nil  all  be  fulfilled.  \  The  Law  is  fulfilled  in  a 
fourfold  fenie. 

\ft^  Pcrfcdkly,  in  both  precept  and  penalty,  by 
the  Saviour. 

%dly^  In  the  Church,  cfficacioufly,  by  the  Spirit. 

2/ily^  Imperfedly,  in  the  exercife  of  grace,  by 
<he  faint. 

Archly ^  In  the  execution  of  the  curfe^  which  is  the 
daaination  of  the  wicked. 

Firji^  The  Law  is  perfedlly  fulfilled,  both  in  pre- 
cept and  penalty,  by  the  Saviour,  who  affumed' 
man's  nature,  and  took  man's  name,  to  a£t  in  man's 
Head.  He  was  made  of  a  woman,  and  made  under 
the  Law.  He  became  furety  for  man*s  debts;  and, 
by  his  kind  undertaking  and  xrircumcifion,  became 
a  debtor,  in  the  debtor's  place,  to  reftore  that  [honour 
to  the  Law]  whkh  he  took  not -away.  **  He  was  made 
**  fin  for  us,  who  knew  no  fin,  that  we  might  be  made 
'*  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him."  Of  him  a  per* 
fedk  obedience  to  the  precept  wa^  cxadted,  and  hr 
made  reftitution ;  the  debt  of  fuffering  was  deman4v 
cd,  and  he  was  preflcd  to  pay.  When  he  h^d  givtfn 
a  perfcft  obedience  to  the  precept,  he  fays,  ^^  I  have 
**  finijhed  [this  part  of]  the  work  which  thou  gavefi 
*^  me  to  do*'  And,  at  clofing  his  obedience  unto 
death,  he  bowed  his  head,  and  faid,  "  It  is  finiihed." 

Thus 
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Thus  he  <*  magnified  the  Law»  and  made  it  hbnour* 
**  able  J*'  fo  tbiU  cm  jot  ^  or  one  tiitle^  did  in  no  isnfi 
fofs  from  the  Ijov  till  all  was  fulfilled.  Ic  is  eafier 
far  heaven  and  earth  to  pafs^  than  for  God's  righte-^ 
ous  Servant  to  fail  of  performing  the  will  of  his  God. 
'*  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  my  God ;  yea,  thy  Law 
"  is  within  my  heart/'  So  he  undertook,  and  fo  it 
he€4mhim  to  fulfil  all  rigbteou/nefs^  Matt.  iii.  15. 
And  b  u  behoved  Chrift  to  fufier  ^  for  he  camt  nof 
$0  defircy  tb£  LaWy  but  to  fulfil. 

jSecondfy^  The  Law.  is  fulfilled  efficacioufly  in  the 
Church  pf  God,  by  the  Spirit  <  as  it  is  written, 
9l9at  tf^erigbfeoujnefs  of  the  jLaw  might  he  fulfii^lep 
IN  vSj  %obo  walk,  not  after  the  flefo^  hut  after  the 
Spirii^  Rom.  viii.  4.  Now  the  righteoufnefs  of 
ihe  Law  is  fulfilled  in  the  Church. 

ifi,  3y  the  imputadoa  of  Chrift's  righteonfne^ 
tot  our  j  unification,    Rom*  v.  1 9. 

24^,  ^y  the  indwelling  of  the  Holy  Qho(t,  whicli 
is  our  fandificfttioo.    Rom.  xv.  16% 

^dfyp  By  God's  circumcifing  our  heart;^,  to  love 
him  with  all  our  heart,  and  with  all  our  foul,  that 
lire  may  live,  (^Deut.  xxx.  6.)  Love  to  God  being 
fhe  lirft  and  great  commandment  of  the  Law. 

^bly.  By  the  indwelling  of  God's  good  word,  and 
|)y  the  good  peafure  of  his  grace. 

Firft,  What  is  the  Law?    It  is  zjufi Law^  and  i« 

aiatriik  of  righteoufnefs.  •*This,"  faysMofes,  '*lhal| 

ff  bg 


> 


TH£  £y£RLASTIN6    G0S9£|^  43 

^^  4»e  our  rlgbtcoufnefs^  if  we  obfervc  to  do  all  diefe 
^^  commandqiencs,  before  the  Lord  our  God,  as  he 
^*  hath  comrp^oded  us/' '  D^ut.  vi.  ^5.  Chrift** 
obedience  to  the  La^  imputed  to  us,  anf^yers  thia ; 
fy  tbc  ifbedience  ^  wejbdil  maw/  be  made  righteous. 
This  is  jullificatiQii  f^om  all  things ;  and  iiiakes  (he 
believer  zjuji  man%  as  the  l^aw  hjuji^ 

Secondly,  T)]ie  Law  is  l)oly :  and  the  foul  of  the 
faint  is  the  feat,  and  his  t)ody  the  temple,  of  the 
l^oly  Ghoftj  which  dwelleth  in  ijs^  ^d  ip^cs  the 
.  jbcliever  hofy,  as  the  Law  is  holy* 

Thirdly^  The  Law  requires  love  to  God  above  alf 
things  elfe ;  and  the  faint  of  God  is  ble^ed  with  ths 
love  of  Qod,  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  ihed  abroad 
in  his  heart;  and  has  fellowHiip  with  the  father^ 
Son,  and  Spirit.  He  dwells  tfk  God,  who  \s  love ; 
and  God  d>wells  in  hiip.  He  is  joined  to  the  Lord, 
pnd  is  one  Spirit  with  hin).  This  anfwers  the  rcr 
Ijuirement  of  the  great  command. 

Fourthly^  'J'he  Law  is  JjpiriiuaJ,  and  the  Law  is 
^ood.    The  faint  of  God  is  a  Jpiritual  man,  and  a 

« 

good  man.  He  i3  a  partaker  of  God's  good  Spiriti 
the  good  treafure  of  grace  is  iq  him;  the  good  word 
pf  God  is  in  hini;  the  good  wor]c  of  regeneration 
has  paiTed  on  his  foul;  and  the  \^hple  perfeding 
work  of  grace  is  carried  on,  and  will  be  complcated 
in  him;  which  malces  hitii  a  §ood  man^  ^  the  Law 
is  good, 

laftly^ 
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Laftlyj  The  Law  promifcs  life,  but  eternal  life  It 
could  never  give.  The  believer,  therefore,  has  got 
If  hat  the  Law  cotild  not  give :  "  He  that  believeth 
*'  hath  everlafling  life,  and  Ihall  never  come  into 
*'  condemnation."  If  this  is  Aminomianifm,  it  is 
precious  Antinomianifm !  This  is  the  man  in  whom 
the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Law  is  fulfilled ;  who  is  re- 
deemed from  the  Law,  and  brought  to  the  Gofpel ; 
redecnned  from  the  oirfe,  and  crowned  with  die 
blefling;  no  more  under  the  Law,  but  under  Grace; 
not  under  wrath,  but  under  love;  no  more  under 
the  fchoolmaftcr  to  Mofes,  but  under  the  Law  of  the 
Spirit,  to  Chrift  j  no  more  a  bond-fcrvant,  but  a  free- 
born  fon ;  no  more  a  ftrangcr,  but  knows  God,  and 
IS  known  of  him  i  no  more  a  child  of  the  bond- 
woman, but  of  the  free;  no  longer  a  foreigner,  but 
a  fellow-citizen  with  the  faints,  and  bf  the  houfiiold 
of  God.  Verily^  I  fay  unto  you^  till  heaven  and  earth 
fafs^  one  jot  or  one  tittle  Jhall  in  no  wffe  pa/s  from 
the  Law  till  all  be  {thui\  fulfilled  in  the  cleft  of  God. 
They  (hall  all  be  juftified,  they  (hall  all  be  fanftified, 
they  (hall  all  be  made  meet  for  the  inheritance  with 
the  faints  in  light.  Thefe  are  the  genuine  offspring 
of  Abraham,  which  Sarah  bears  unto  Abraham. 
Thefe  do  the  works  of  Abraham,  namely,  the  works 
of  faith,  labours  of  love,  and  patience  6f  hope. 
Thefe  look  to  Abraham  their  father^  and  to  Sarah 
that  bare  them\  and  keep  their  Father* s  command- 
menty  andforfake  not  the  law  of  their  Mother.  Thejr 

keep 
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keep  their  Father's  commandment^  which  is  the 
commandment  of  Life  i  which  kept  Abraham  from 
conHdering  his  own  body  dead  at  a  hundred  years 
old.  Thefe  foriake  not  the  Law  of  their  Mother^ 
^hich  is  the  Law  of  Faith ;  by  which  Sarah  received 
ftrength  to  conceive  feed,  judging  Him  faichfut 
who  had  promiled.  Through  Faith  they  obtain 
witnefs  that  chcy  are  righteous ;  and  through  Fait^ 
they  obtain  this  gOpd  report,  As  many  as  are  of 
Faiih^  an  Uejfed  with  faithful  Abraham,  Thefe 
are  they  that  commend  not  themfelves^  but  them 
whom  the  Lord  cqmpfiendeth:  on  whom  the  moft 
high  God  put  it\c)v  high  encomiums^  reported  fi» 
good  a  report,  and  gave  fo  glorious  a  teilimony^ 
that  it  ftands  recorded  by  the  band  of  Heaven  in  the 
eternal  annals :  which  myfierious  record^  in  it's  ge* 
nuine  ienfe,.  will  prove  an  everlafting  ta/k  to  every 
bond-child,  every  legal  work-monger,  every  proud 
doer,  every  Uzzite,  every  infant  of  the  flelh,  to  the 
world's  end.  It  is  a  promife  to  the  heirs  of  promife^ 
as  well  as  an  ecernal  teftimony  to  the  Father  of  the 
l^eirs:  ^^  I  will  make  thy  feed  to  multiply  as  die  ftart 
?  of  heaven,  and  will  give  unto  thy  feed  all  thefe 
^^  countries)  and  in  thy  feed  (hall  all  the  nations  of 
**  the  earth  be  blefled:   bicause  that  Abraham' 

***   QBEVED  MY  VOICE,   AND  KEPT   MY    CHAftOK,   MY 
*^   COMMANOMINTS,  MY  STATUTES,  AND  MT  t AWS.'* 

Cm.  xstvi«  4,  5.     Let  thofe  who  traduce  us  explain 
Abraham's  obedieoce  to  God's  voice^  the  char<re 

wfalEh' 
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Vfhich  he  kept,  togetlief  If^hh  the  comtfiandmeAtl^ 
ftatotesj  and  laws,  to  which  he  was  fo  obedient,  four 
l^ndred  yearft  befoft  the  Law  was  giveh.-A-<^I  comei' 
te  my  third  particular^  that  the  hzm  isj 

Thirdly^  Iniperfeftly  fulfilled^  \tk  the  exercife  o^ 
grace^  by  the  faint.  "  Owe  no  man  any  thing  but 
••  to  love  one  another;  for  be  that  hveth  anoihef' 
H  ba^b  fuifiUed  tbt  Law,  for  Lote  is  tbe  fulfilling  of 
«  tbe  Lawr  Rorti.  iriii.  S,  ib.  This  fulfilling  of 
the  Law  is  not  perfect  obedience ;  for  thotigh  the 
Law  is  perfectly  fulfilled  in  the  fainf^  all  God^s  work 
being  pcrfeft ;  yet  it  is  ftot  perfectly  fuUUled  hy  thd 
fatnt,  becatife  he  hath  st  principle  in  him  that  lufteth 
to  envy.  However,  every  faint  under  heaven  fhall 
be  brought  to  love  the  brotherhood.  "  They  that 
^*  hate  Zion  (hall  be  dcfolatc. — He  that  hateth  his 
••  brother  is  in  darknefs,  and  knoweth  not  whither 
•*  he  goeth,  becaufe  that  darknefs  hath  blinded  his 
••  eyes.*— He  that  hateth  his  brother  is  a  murderer^ 
^*  and  ye  know  that  no  murderer  hath  eternal  life 
^  abiding  in  him."  For  though  "  the  fpirit  irt 
•*  man  lufteth  to  envyV *  yet  he  ffiall  be  purged  fronv 
ityOtherwife  he  flitU  never  be  &ved:  forr«s  the' 
mrFcite&  creditor,  who  had  no  compaffion  on  his* 
ftlkxw-fervaat,  was  delivered  to  the  tormeatorff, 
9efi3Qllmy  beovenly  FaAer  do  unto  everyone  of  you f 
jfyti  from  your  beart^  forgive  not  every  one  bis  brother^ 
tbeir  trejpajfes :  for,  **  till  heaven  and  earth  pafs, 
^  one  jot  or  one  titde  (ball  in  no  wife  pafs  from  th^ 
•*  A^w  [even  in  this  fenfc]  till  all  h  fulfilled:' 

Fourtbijf 


jpourihfyy  The  penal  part  of  the  Liiw  ihall  be  cf- 
fc&uMy  tad  eternally  fulfilled  in  the  damnatioit  of 
die  wicked.  Jtbt  Law>  which  is  fprritual,  and 
leaches  to  the  a&ioos  of  body  andfoul^  ihall  theri 
^pear  as  a  fiery  Law.  The  works  of  the  ftefh,  and 
their  beart*ficTs,  (hall  both  be  punilhed;  the  body  in 
tuiconfuming  and  unconfumed  brimflroAey,  and  the 
ibul  in*  unquenchabfe  wrath«  Their  Iktlie  fins,  a* 
fhey  are  often  called^  fhall  appear  inftnite>.  and  no? 
a  jot  or  tittle  of  the  Law  fail  in  the  difcharge  of  ilTar 
dreadful  artillery :  /  mUJpend  my  arrows  upon  iiem^ 
I)eut.  xxkVu  23.  Every  plague^  every  ihreateningy 
every  curfe^and  every  iet^tencey  fhall  be  righteouffy^jp 

juftly,  and  fcrlly  encuted. -I  was  obedient  nn^o 

deaths  to  pedecnn  mine  ele£l: ;  and  they  AmiU  be  fufe^ 

jeft  to  eternal  deaths  that  die  ia  their  &m^    The 

gulph  fixed  on  them  &all  never  be  moved  i  the  fen* 

t^nce  fhall  nevrr  be  recalled ;  their  worm  fh^l  never 

die>  their  fire  fhall  never  be  quenched.    The  fmoke. 

•f  their  torments  fhall  ever  afcend.  Tea^  the  thiici 

heaven^  the  refidence  of  God  himfelf^  fiall  asfoan 

pafs  away,  as  a  jut  or  tittle  of  $be  Law  can  fail  cqrf- 

ing  thetn  that  die  under  it.    The  third  heaven  fhdl 

never  be  moved  ^  and  out  of  utter  darknefs  die  cri« 

minal  fhall  never  corne^  till  he  has  paid  the  utmcft 

mite ;  which  mite  is  obedience  to  the  jot  or  tiitle  of 

the' Law.    But  fufering  the /en  fence  can  never  be 

obeying  the  precept;  therefore  there  can  be  no  goqq« 

ing  out  thence:  for  not  a  jot  or  dttlc  &all  in  any 

wife 
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wife  pafs  from  the  La«r  till  all  [in  this  fenfe]  be 
fmnfbually  fulfilled.  And  I  have  begun  to  fulfil  ic 
(as  a  righteous  Judge)  in  this  fenfe  already.  They 
who  refufe  my  Gofpel,  to  them  ic  is  a  favour  of  death 
unto  death.  They  -are  not  only  curfed  to  death  by 
the  Law^  but  damned  to  deaths  as  inBdels,  by  the 
Gofpel :  •*  He  that  believeth  not  fhall  be  damned.— 
^  He  that  believes  not  my  word,  hath  one  that 
**  judgeth  him :  the  word  that  I  have  fpoken^  the 
*•  lame  (hall  judge  him  in  the  great  day. — Tbfy  ibat 
^  metkt  fbeir  bands  Jball  be  madeftrong. — ^They  arc 
^  bound  on  earth,  and  in  heaven  they  are  bound.—* 
•♦  They  that  believe  not  are  condemned  already, 
^  and  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  them.— This  is 
^  the  condemnation,  that  light  is  come  into  the 
•*  world,  and  men  love  darknefs  rather  than  light, 
•*  becauic  their  deeds  arc  evil. — ^Yea,  for  judgment 
•*  I  am  come  into  this  world,^  that  thofc  which  fee 
**  not  might  fee,  and  that  thofe  that  fee  might  be 
•*  fnade  blind."  As  a  Judges  I  have  begun  to  fulfil 
(in  the  fouls  of  mine  enemies)  the  penal  fanftion 
of  the  Law  already;,  and  my  Gofpel  (hall  be 
preached  in  all  the  worlds  for  a  witnefs  ag^nft  fuch, 
and  then  (hall  the  end  come.  All  my^  difciples  (hall 
lotc  their  brethren,  and  from  their  heart  forgive 
every  one  bis  brother  their  trefpafles;  othei^^ife  my 
heavenly  Fatficf  Ihall  never  forgive  them.  Righte- 
otifnefa  will  I  lay  to  the  line  of  the  precept,  ^itd 
judgmem  to  ibt  plummet  of  the  fcntencc;  the  Jiail 

•      fliall 
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ihall  fweep  away  the  refuges  of  lyes,  and  the  floods 
of  wrath  fhall  overflow  the  hiding-places.— For  till 
heaven  and  earth  paf^  one  jot  or  one  tittle  Ihall  in 
no  wife  pafs  from  the  Law^  till  all  be  pun&ually 
fulfilled.  But  I  will  fend  the  Holy  Spirit  into  the 
hearts  of  my  dear  difciples,  which  fhall  flay  fuch 
envy^  make  them  forget  anger,  and  forgive  and  Itfve 
their  brethren,  as  I  have  loved*  them.  The  Law 
worketh  wrath ;  but  the  love  of  the  Spirit  worketh 
no  ill  to  a  neighbour,  much  lefs  to  a  brother  in 
faith.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  within  them  fliall 
deliver  them  from  fuch  evils.  They  fliall  be  angry 
at  fin,  and  at  (inners;  at  evil  doctrines,  and  evil 
pra^kices.  Thus  "  they  Ihall  be  angry,  and  fin  not/* 
But  anger  againft  a  brother  fliall  not  reft  in  them; 
for  they  are  not  fools,  but  the  children  of  Wifdom. 

Mofes  and  ^lias  fliall  both  refi^n  their  offices  tQ 
me ;  and  my  people  fliall  have  o/ie  Prophets  one 
Lawgiver,  one  Mediator,  and  one  Shepherd.  Ttiy 
Jhall  all  be  taught  of  their  God,  Ifa.  Itv.  i  j.  Jnd  4 
Law  Jhall  proceed  from  me^  and  I  will  make  myjudg-^ 
ment  to  reft  for  a  light  to  them^  Ifa.  li.  4.  I  will  be 
their  Day's-man,  Mediator,  Interceflbr,  and  Advo- 
cate ;  and  they  fliall  be  the  humble  (heep  of  my^  fold^ 
under  one  Shepherd.  They  fliall  pafs  from  the  mi« 
iiiftration  of  death  to  the  promifeof  everlaftinglife^ 
I  will  deliver  them  from  the  yoke^  **  Do  and  livei^ 
and  from  the  dreadful  burden  of  ''  Curfed  is  he  that 
**  contimftb  not.''   And  they  fliall  take  mjyoke  upon 

D  tbem^ 
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/^^w,  "  and  letrn  6(  me,  who  am  meek  and  lowly  $ 
and  find  my  yoke  to  be  cafy,  and  my  burden  light.— ^ 
The  Law  and  the  Prophets  were  until  Jobn^  Luke 
xvi.  Yea,  all  the  Prophets  and  the  Law  prophefied 
until  John,  Matt.  xi.  13.  Since  that  time,  the 
'**  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  preached,  and  every  man 
•♦'vpreffeth  into  it."  La*^,  xvi.  16.  And  none  (half 
enter  into  that  kingdom  that  do  not  receive  it  as  k 
little  child.  The  fubjefts  of  my  kingdom  (hall  bfc 
Icept  by  my  power;  none  fhall  plack  them  out  df 
my  hand,'  nor  ihall  the  gates  of  heil  prevail  againft 
them.  I  will  deliver  them  from  that  anger  that  rclts 
in  the  bofom  of  fools;  and  from  that  envy  that  flays 
the  filly  one.  The  murderer  fhall  not  reign  and  rulfc 
in  ihcir  hearts.  "  I  will  give  them  power  to'  tread 
•'  on  fcrpents,  fcorpions,  and  over  all  the  power  of 
^^  the  enemy;  and  nothing  fhall  by  any  means  hurt 
«  them.*' 

IVbofotver  therefore  Jbatl  break  one  of  the  leafi  of 
thefe  commandments.  The  Saviour  having  faid  thisi, 
he  goes  on  to  fiiew  what  his  meaning  is. 

I .  'That  who/oever  is  angry  with  bis  brother  witb^ 
cut  caufe^  fhall  be  in  danger  of  the  judgment^  Ver.  22* 
He  (hall  be  in  danger  of  the  judgment  of  Zion,  who 
Ihould  judge  him  unworthy  of  communion;  or  ra- 
ther, in  danger  of  being  arraigned  at  the  bar  of  the 
Law, .  and  left  in  bondage  to  it.  and  to  the  buffer* 

ings  of  Satan. 
\. 

2.  Whojoever 


ft.  Jf^ofoeverjhall  fay  unto  bis  hrof bet ^  ^^Raca^^ 
or,  ^^VatHy  empty  felliiWy*  ftiall  be  in  danger  of  the 
Council.  By  the  Jewifh  laws>  and  by  the  counfel 
of  God)  it  is  deennied  an  qffenci  or  fiandaly  and  woe 
be  to  him  through  whom  ^c/candal  cometh !  Or, 
tFbafotver  faitb  unto  bis  brotber^  ^^  Tbou  fool,''  fba3t 
be  in  danger  of  belUfire.  it  doth  not  mean  an  idiot^ 
but  calling  hirti  a  wicked  reprobate,  judging  his  in- 
fnoft  fouly  and  fixing  his  final  doom*  And  he  that 
thus  judges,  (hall  doubtlefs  be  judged;  for  it  rs  the 
judgment  of  a  Child  of  the  dcvih  For,  firft,  he  is 
angry  with  his  brother  without  a  caufe,  which  is 
murder^  Secondly,  his  malice  breaksout  into  words: 
he  calls  him  empty  and  vain  fillbwi  and  then  pro- 
ceeds to  try  his  reins,  and  at  Iztt  to  fix  him  in  helK 
"  If  thou  bring  thy  gift  before  the  altar,  and  thy 
•*  brother  hath  augiitagairift  thde;  go  apd  reconcile 
**  thyfelf  firft  to  him,  and  then  dftcr  thy  gift.— The 
**  facfifice  of  the  wicked  is  an  abomination;  how 
*«  much  more  when  he  bririg'eth  it  with*  a  wicked 
y  mindr' 

It  is  eafy  to  fee  that  the  Lord,  in  this  difcotrfe^ 
ftrikes  hard  at  the  Jewifh  Scribe?  and  Pharifecs* 
This  appears  plain,  by  the  gift,  or  free-will  offerings 
being  left  at  the  altar^  till  the  offerer  bad  reconciled 
him f elf  to  bis  brother  \  which  altar  and  offerings  the 
faints  are  delivered  from.  And  terribly  muft  this 
dtfcourfe  have  cut  thofe  who  were  t(>  defperatcly 
angry  and  envious  at  Chrill  and  his  followers,  who^ 

D  2  according 
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according  to  the  fle(h»  were  their  brethren.  And 
they  were  angry  without  a  caufe\  and  had  not  only 
called  them  Raca^  and  Fools ^  but  they  judged  them. 
They  called  the  Lord  a  FelUw^  and  a  Deceiver i  yea, 
Beelzebub.  And  r«)r/*^i/  all  his  followers:  Thispeopk, 
•  /64/  ^ir^fv  ir^/  the  Law^  are  accurjed.  Yea,  they  caft 
them  out,  excommunicated  them,  reprobated  them, 
and  pafled  the  curfe  of  the  Law  on  them. 

idlj^  The  Lord  here  handles  the  Law  lawfully; 
and  (hews  the  fpiritual  meaning  of  it,  it*s  unfathom* 
able  reach  to  the  inmoft  foul,  and  it*s  unlimited 
demands ;  fo  as  to  make  every  fenfible  finner  for  ever 
-defpair  of  help  from  it,  or  any  falvation  by  it.  He 
doth  not  drefs  it  tip  as  an  evangelized  Covenant^  nor 
call  it  the  believer's  only  Rule  of  Life  t  but  tells  the 
finner,  that  a  mouthful  of  malice  fpit  at  a  fellow-^ 
creature,  does  by  this  Law  expofe  a  man  co  tbi 
danger  of  hell-fire, 

2dly,  The  Saviour  ftrikes  hard,  in  this  difcourfe,  at 
the  hypocrite  alfo,  who  gets  into  the  church  before 
his  firfl  hufband  be  dead.  This  appears  from  the 
{>reakeFs  of  thefe  commandments  being  called  leafi 
in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  If  they  were  not  in  the 
church,  they  could  not  be  faid  to  be  in  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  al  all.  Thcie  tares  getting  among  the 
wheat,  are  the  children  of  the  wicked  c«<r»  getting 
among  the  children  of  the  kingdum ;  and  being  in 
bondage  to  the  Law^  which  workethwrath^  and  dcfti- 

jLUte  of  faving  ^race,  they  are  the  molt  defperate  at 

thq 
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the  grace,  gifts,  happinefs,  ufefulnefs,  and  pure 
doftrrnc,  of  God's  faithful  ones.  And  that  thcfc 
men  are  deftkute  of  the  Spirit,  is  plain  from  their 
caufcrlefs  anger,  hatred,  and  unrighteous  judgment. 
And  that  thcv  are  under  the  Law,  and  not  under 
Grace,  appears  plain  alfo,  by  their  being  in  danger 
of  bell-fire:  which  a  fuftified  foul,  in  a  (late  of  grace, 
is  not;  for  Chrift  fay?,  bejhall  never  come  into  con- 
demnationi   yea,  bejhall  never  die ;  he  hath  everlaft- 

'  ing  life;  There  is  no  ^bell-fire  nor  condemnation  to 
them  which  are  in  Chrift  Jefus :  nor  is  it  fin  in  a  man 
of  God  to  call  a  hypocrite,  a  wicked  man,  or  an 
oppofer  of  theGofpel,  zfoot:  ^^^houfooly  (fays Paul) 
«*  that  which  thou  foweft  is, not  quickened  except  it 
**  die."     The  Lord  goes  on— 

Te  bav€  beard  that  it  was  Jaid^  Thou  Jhalt  not 

,  commit  adultery^  &c^  but  I  fay  unto  youy  that  wbojo^ 
ever  looketb  on  a  tvoman,  to  luft  after  ber^  batb  com- 
mitted adultery  with  her  already  in  bis  heart.  Here 
the  Lord  enforces  the  fpirituality  of  the  Law:  that 
it  reaches  the  foul  and  fpirit  of  a  man;  yea,  the  in* 
moft  thoughts  and  dedres  of  the  heart,  as  well  as 
words  and  actions;  and  that  all  zhovc yea^ yea,  and 
irtfy,  nay,  cometh  of  evil;  and  for  every  idle  word, 
the  finner  that  dies  in  his  fm,  and  under  this  Law, 
muft  give  an  account  at  the  day  of  judgment. 
The  Lord  here  Ihcw^  the  need  of  fait  in  the  corrupt 

Jpring  of  the  human  heart;  for  the  Law  is  fb  far 
from  deftroying  luft,  that  it  works  the  more  vigo« 

D  3  roufly 
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rouily  by  it:  *^  For  Jin  takingyoccafim  by  the  com* 
*'  manJmtnf,  wrought  in  me  all  manner  of  concn^ 
**  pijcencei  for  without  the  Law  fin  was  dcad»*'  Rom. 
vii.  8.—"  Yea,  when  we  were  in  ihe  flcfli,  the  roo- 
^'  tions  of  fin,  which  are  by  the  Law,  did  work  in 
^'  our  members  to  bring  forth  fruit  unto  death.—- 
^'  Therefore  the  finner  nnufl;  become  dead  to  the 
^^  I^w  by  the  body  of  Chrift,  and  be  married  to  an- 
*S  other,  before  he  can  bring  forth  fruit  unto  God/' 
Rom.  vii.  4,  5.  Terrible  as  this  Law  is,  the  Saviour  «- 
Yent  every  fclf-fufficient  enquirer  to  it,  as  his  only 
Rule  of  Life  I  buc  he  never  fent  one  humble  fup- 
pliant,  or  fenfible  (inner,  to  it,  during  the  whole  of  ^ 

his  miniftry.     However,  the  foul  chat  is  efpoufed  to 
Chrift  fees  his  old  man,  yea,  the  whole  body  of  the 
fins  of  the  fleih,  condemned  in  his  Surety,  and  . 
crucified  in  his  death;  and  he  feels  the  old  man  put  \ 

ofT  when  Chrill  takes  pofleOion  of  the  heart.  A  new 
creature  is  formed,  and  the  old  man  is  dethroned. 
The  will,  mind,  heart,  and  affetbions,  are  made, 
loyal  to  Chrifi:,  and  take  part  with  the  new  man; 
while  the  old  man,  like  a  rebel  in  alliance  with  Satan, 
wars  againfi:  both  the  believer  and  his  grace:  ''  But 
*•  it  is  no  more  I  that  do  it,V  fays  Paul,  "  but  fin, 
^^  that  dwelleth  in  me."—— But  my  bleflid  Matter 
goes  on  to  preach,  and  his  own  fervant  follows  him, 
to  catch  what  be  can. 

fVbqfoever  Jhall  put  away  bis  zviffy  faving  for  the 
cauje  of  fornication^  caufetb  her  to  commit  adultery  i 

and 
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Md  ivbf/oever  Jhall  marry  her  that  is  divorced^  com^ 
mitteib  adultery.  Fornication  is  unlawful  conncc- 
tion  between  unmarried  people.  This  crimci  whca 
conjrnittcd  by  married  perfops,  is  adultery^  x\ot  for* 
nication*  The  fin  for  the  which  fuch  a  womaQ  might 
be  divorced,  appears  to  have  been  committed  previ- 
ous to  her  marriage.  The  hun)and  finding  her  not- 
a  virgin,  and  finding  hinifelf  deceived  and  impofed 
on  by  a  vitiated  perfon  ^  ip  fuch  a  cafe,  the  marriage 
fcema  to  be  void,  according  to  Deut.  Chap,  xxji* 
And,  indeed,  fuch  a  woman,  in  the  fight  of  God,  is,.* 
the  wife  of  him  who  firft  humbled  her,  Deut.  xxii,  29. 
though  perhaps  the  Saviour,  by  fornication  here, 
includes  adultery  alfo*  However^  if  (he  had  been 
guilty  of  fornication  with  one  man,  and  afterwards 
marries  another,  the  marriage  is  null  and  void,  for 
(he  is  the  wife  of  the  firfi:  man;  and  if  Ihe  com- 
mits  adultery  afterwards,  Ihe  breaks  the  marriage- 
bond  herfelf.  In  fuch  cafes,  and  only  fuch,  might 
(he  be  put  away.  The  Lord  goes  on— Thou  fhalt 
not  fwear— Refill  not  evil^^Love  your  enemies, 
&c.  tec.  In  all  which  he  explains  what  he  means  by 
breaking  one  of  tbefe  l^ajl  commandments.  He  that  is 
angry  with  his  brother  without  caufe;  he  that  calls 
^im  vain,  empty  fellow;  he  that  calls  him  a  wicked 
reprobate ;  he  that  has  eyes  full  of  adultery,  ^c.  &Cr 
He  that  breaketh  the  Icaft  of  thefe  commandments— 

^nd  teachetb  men  Jo.     What,  then,  (hall  w&  fay 
of  them^  who  hate  the  minifters  that  Chrift  hath 

D  4  fent! 


56  THE  IIOHAL   LAW  noT  INJURED   MY 

fent!  and  in  wbofe  hearts  envy  has  rcftrd  for 
years  together!  and  who  call  chem  Antinomians, 
bad  fpirits,  devils^  bubbles  of  the  day^  and  black- 

g ds,  without  any  juft  charge  cither  of  error  or 

ioimorality !  Is  not  this  breaking  the  command- 
ments, and  teaching  men  fo? — Did  I  ever  tell  you, 
in  the  courfir  of  my  miniftry,  that  you  (hould  have 
more  Gods  than  one?  that  you  Ihould  make  images, 
take  the  Lord's  name  in  vain,  prophane  his  day  of 

^  reft,  ridicule  parents,  kill,  fteaU  comniit  adultery,. 

*  bear  falfe  witnefs,  and  covet  your  neighbour's  goods  ? 
Did  you  ever  fee  any  thing  of  this  in  my  pradtice, 
or  did  you  ever  hear  any  thing  of  it  from  my  mouth  ? 

\  I  trow  not.  I  have  enforced  r^neration  by  the 
Spirit,  as  the  only  way  to  make  men  holy ;  and  I 
have  preached  up  a  divorce  from  the  Law,  and 
union  widi  Chrift,  as  the  only  way  to  make  men 
fruitful.  I  have  infifted  on  a  walk  in  the  Spirit,  as 
the  only  way  for  men  to  efcape  fulfilling  the  lufts  of 
the  flcOi.  And  I  have  urged  a  life  under  the  influ- 
ence of  Grace,  as  the  only  way  to  get  difentangled 
from  the  reign  of  (in :  and  that  fm  (hall  have  domi* 
nion  only  over  them  that  are  under  the  Law;  it  (hall 
not  have  dominion  over  them  that^re  under  Grace. 
But  can  this  be  called  '*  breaking  the  command- 
•^  ments,  and  teaching  men  fo?"  What,  docs  the 
grace  of  God  encourage  fin  ?  Or  is  the  Law  againfl: 
the  promifcs  of  God  ?  Or  does  this  do<5trine  make 
void  the  Law  ?   Nay,  it  is  eftabliihed  this  way,  and 

no 


rm   EVfiRLASTINO    €K>ftP£L.  Ct 

no  other.  Again,  do  you  find  che  advocates  for 
Free  Grace,  who  arc  found  in  their  principles,  and 
experimental  in  their  fouls,  loofe  livers?  Do  you 
fee  thbfe  who  are  in  the  clofeft  connexion  with  me^ 
breakers  of  God's  commandments,  and,  by  example, 
teachers  of  the  fame  ?  Nay,  fo  far  from  it,  that  if 
you  would  find  an  ignorant,  uninformed  people; 
if  a  dead,  fleepy  congregation;  if  a  light,  vain« 
frothy  community,  who  arc  envious  in  their  minds^ 
empty  in  heart,  and  fcandalous  in  life — ^you  mult 
look  for  them  among  thofe  who  have  little  or  no- 
thing but  the  Law  of  Mofes  fet  before  them.  The 
Law  worketh  wrath,  the  Law  makes  nothing  per- 
fect, but  the  better  Hope  does  do  it.  The  Haga* 
renes  fhall  never  beat  the  children  of  Zion  at  good 
works^  for  rooi  and  branch  are  borh  warning.  Then 
what  is  all  this  defperate  bi\tcry  againit  me  for? — 
Why,  for  this  one  voice  that  1  cried  among  them» 
"  The  Law  of  Mofes  is  not  the  Saint's  Rule  o( 
*'  Life.'*  For  this  word  I  am  made  an  ofienderi 
and  they  that  make  it  fuch  an  offence,  cannot  bring 
one  text  in  God's  Book  againft  it.  Yea,  farther  i 
the  beft  commentators  now  extant,  who  have  ad- 
vanced the  Law  as  the  Saint's  Rule  of  Life  from  one 
text,  havt  thcmfclves  contradi6tcd  it  from  another, 
itt  plainly  as  calling  light  darkoefs,  and  darkne& 
light :  and  though  all  commentators  have  followed 
one  another  in  that  track,  not  one,  that  ever  I  have 
ieen,  has  proved  it  from  God's  Book,  The  Mailer's 

/    c6mnvinding 
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commanding  Will  is  the  Bond-fcrvant's  Ruk  ;*  it  is. 
the  Creditor's  Hand*writing,  and  the  Debtor's 
Account- book — but  the  Good-will  of  the  Father  ». 
the  Son's  Rule*  Thefe  are  the  two  Covenants* 
And  what  the  Law  requires,  the  Gofpel  gives ;  and 
what  Chrift  commands,  he  works  in  his  faints  by  his 
Spirit  to  obey,  and  their  obedience  is  the  obidience* 
of  Faiths  Neither  juftification,  fanflificationy  fal-* 
vation,  hope  or  help,  life  or  k)ve,  come  from  the 
Law,  or  by  the  Law«  Miniftcrs  of  the  Spirit^  and 
thofe  evangelical  fenrants  who  ferve  God  in  the  new-* 
nefs  of  the  Spirit,  and  not  in  the  oldnefs  of  the 
Letter,  are  not  breakers  of  God's  commandments: 
they  arc  delivered  from  the  Law,  and  wedded  to. 
Chrid,  that  they  might  bring  forth  fruit  unto  God« 
He  that  breaks  the  leaft  of  thefe  commands*-^ 

And  ttaches  men  fo^  Jhall  be  called  the  Uaft  in-tbef 
kingdom  of  heaven*  He  that  is  angry  at  a  brother 
without  caufe;  he  that  calls  him  vain  fellow^  he 
that  calls  him  a  wicked  reprobate;  he  that  has  eyes 
full  oF  adultery ;  he  that  fwears ;  he  that  refifts  evil 
with  evil  j  he  that  fmites  the  juft ;  he  that,  to  gratify 
bis  malice,  fues  him  at  the  law  for  coat  or  cloaks 
&c,  &c. — thcfc  things  are  breaking  the  command-- 
ments,  and  by  fpecch  and  example  they  teach  others 
to  do  the  fame.  The  names  Antinomian,  and  had 
Spirit,  that  have  been  caft  at  me,  arc  in  the  nr.ouths 
of  thoufands  of  poor  ignorant  fouls,  who  know  no 
niorc' what  they  mean  by  fuch  names  than  the  imagt 

of 
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of  Jupiter  that  fell  from  the  moon.  And  their 
hearts  are  filled  with  malice  againft  me^  and  thdr 
mouths  with  reproach,  who  never  heard  me,  but 
having  learnt  it  from  the  pulpit.  And  woe  be  to 
him,  and  to  them,  through  whom  the  offence  or 
Jcandal  cometh ;  for  they  that  live  in  fuch  'fins, 
and  teach  men  fo. 

Shall  be  called  the  leajl  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
By  the  Kingdom  ^  of  Heaven,  here,  is  meant  the 
Church,  or  Church  State.  And  who  is  this  leafi 
pcrfon  in  the  church?  Not  the  mod  humble  foul, 
who  is  like  a  little  child  s  for  he  is  neither  a  breaker 
of  the  commandments,  nor  a  teacher  of  men  fo. 
The  leaft  perfon  here,  in  Chrift's  fcnfe  of  the  words, 
is  not  a  hypocritical  profefiTor,  but  a  hypocritical^ 
falfe  teacher:  and  he  is  leaft  efieemed  by  Chrift  j  a 
man  of  the  leaft  value  in  the  church,  and  one  of  the 
leaft  and  laft  in  God's  account.  This  is  the  man : 
he  is  an  impoftor,  a  hypocrite,  and  a  finner;  and, 
as  he  TEACHES  men  fo^  he  mud  be  a  teacher,  and  a 
wicked  teacher  too.  And  he  fiiall  be  called  the  leaft 
in  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  and  fo  he  is  to  them  to 
whom  God  difcovers  him,  and  that  have  light  to  fee 
through  him. 

.  The  Saviour,  in  his  application,  clearly  Ihews, 
that  his  difciples  are  the  brethren  that  are  hated  with- 
out a  cavife  s  and  who  are  called  empty  fellows, 
fools,  and  reprobates.  And  counfels  them  how  to 
behave  under  fuch  reproach :  Wbofoever  Jhall  Jmite 

thee 
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ihee  en  ibe  one  cheeky  turn  to  bim  tbe  ctber. — T/  be 
Jue  thee  at  tbe  law  for  tly  coat,  give  bim  thy  cloak 
al/o.  If  be  compels  tbee  to  go  a  mile^  go  twain.  If 
he  afks^  give  \  if  be  will  borrow,  lend  to  bim.  If  be 
is  your  enemy ,  love  bim  \  if  be  cur fe  you,  do  you  blefs 
bim  I  if  be  bate  you,  do  good  to  bim-,  ifbeperfecute 
you,  and  ufeyou  defpitefully,  pray  for  ^/w— that  ye 

MAY  B£  THE  CHlLDRElf  OF  YOUR  FATHER  WHICH  1% 

iH  HEAVEN.  By  cbildren,hcrc,  is.  not  meant  repro- 
bates, for  Chrift  nevsr  calls  them  ct^ildren  of  his 
heavenly  Father :  nor  does  he  allow  them  to  call 
themftlves  lo,  but  calls  them  children  of  the  devil. 
This  application  (hews  plain  enough,  that  it  is  the 
ebildren  of  God  that  are  hated,  perfecuted,  a.nd  flan- 
dered;  and  that  it  is  pharifees,  hypocrites,  and  falfe 
teachers,  that  break  the  commandments,  and  teach 
men  (b ;  and  fuch  arc,  and  (hall  be,  called  the  lead' 
in  the  militant  church,  or  kingdom  of  heaven:  and 
fure  I  am  that  fuch  are  the  f<»rtheft,  of  all  men, 
from  the  triumphant  church,  or  kingdom  of  glory. 
We  go  on— 

Rut  u'bq/bcvcr  floall  do  [thefc  commandments] 
an  J  tcacb  them^  be  fhall  ^e  called  great  in  tbe  kingdom 
cf  hea'ven.     We  will  enquire, 

I.  What  the  Saviour  fays  about  tbe  great  things 
cf  the  Imt. 

c.  What  bv  doinft  thcfe  things. 

3.  What  by  teaching  them.     And, 

4.  Inr  vvhat  fenfe  fuch  a  Teacher  may  be  faid  to 

be  great. 

Firft,. 
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Fird,  What  the  Saviour  fays  about  the  great 
things  of  the  Law.  We  will  follow  his  advice ;  wc 
will  fwallow  the  camel  firft,  and  drain  at  the  gnai 
afterward.  The  Lord  Jefus  begins  :  •*  V7ot  unto 
"  you  Scribes  and  Pharifecs,  hypocrites;  for  ye  pay 
'^  tithe  of  minty  and  anife,  and  cummin;  an(^  have 
**  opiitted  the  weightier  matters  of  the  Law,  judg^ 
"^  menty  mer'cy^  and  faith  t  thefe  things  ought  yc  to 
^^  have  done,  and  not  to  leave  the  other  undone. 
*^  Yc  blind  guideSy  which  Jirain  at  a  gnat,  ^nd/wal^ 
"  low  acamcL^*  Matt,  xxiii. '23,  24.  According 
to  this  text,  t^e  natural  inference  to  be  drawn  is 
this,  that  every  preacher  who  is  deftitutc  of  judg^ 
menty  mercy,  and  faiths  is  a  carnal  fcrihf  a  felf- 
righteous  pharifee,  an  hypocrite,  and  a  blind  guide i 
and  his  preaching  is  nothing  but  fly-catching,  or, 
as  Chrift  fays,  it  \%ftrmning  at  gnats:  for  the  Lord 
does  not  fay,  that  he  catches  the  gnat.  In  Luke, 
xi.  42.  it  is  thus  worded;  "But  woe  unto  you  Pha- 
*'  rifces,  for  ye  tithe  mint,  rue,  and  all  manner  of 
^*  herbs  I  and  pafs  over  judgment,  and  the  love  of  God. 
<•  ^heje  things  ought  ye  to  have  done'^  According 
to  our  dear  Lord's  preaching,  yWm^/,  mercy y  faith, 
and  the  love  of  God,  are  the  grc^t  things  of  the  Law, 
which  all  good  preachers  mud  do.  Thefe  things 
ought  ye  to  have  done.  And  thefe  things  are  to  be 
preached  to  others,  by  thcra  that  arc  great  in  the 
kingdom.  Whojoever  fball  do%  and  teach  tbesHy  be 
Jball  be  faUid  great  in  the  kingdom  iff  heaven.    Here 
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we  Are,  as  in  a  glafs^  who  is  great  in  the  kingdom^ 
and  who  is  the  hypocrite  and  blind  guide.  Now 
wcwill  take  notice—- 

1.  Of  Judgment* 

2.  Of  Mcrcf. 

3.  Of  Faith  • 

4*   Of  the  love  of  God. For,  if  we  arc  defti- 

tute  of  thele  things,  our  profelllon,  or  preaching,  is 
Aothing  but  a  noi(e. 

He  that  has  no  Judgment^  is  an  ignorant  man^ 
diat  knows  not  God :  and  '^  He  that  mad^  him  will 
•'  have  no  mercy  on  him;  and  He  that  created  him 
•*  will  (hew  him  no  favour/* 

He  that  hath  not  Mercy y  is  in  a  carnal,  hardened 
ftate.  *•  God  hath  mercy  on  whoni  he  will,  and 

* 

«*  whom  he  will  he  hardcncth/* 

He  that  hath  not  Faitby  "  is  condemned  already^ 
«*  and  cannot  pleafc  God.  The  righteoufnels  of  the 
**  Law  is  not  fulfilled  in  him,"  nor  one  precept 
kept  by  him  j  "  for  whatfoever  is  not  of  Faith,  is 

«  fin.'' 

And  he  that  hath  nbt  the  LoVe  of  God,  or  Charity^ 
in  his  heart,  ^'  is  nothing  but  founding  brafs,  or  a 
••  tinkling  cymbal.'*     I  come  to  the  firft  head. 

Firjt,  What  is  Judgment?  Why,  in  the  firft  place^ 
it  fignifics  the  righteous  Jentence  of  the  Law  exe- 
cuted  on  the  Saviour,  who  ftood  as  man's  Surety  1 
by  which  Juftice  got  Satis faSlion^  and  the  Law 
got  judgment  done.  ^^  He  was  taken  from  prifon^ 
m  '^  and 
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'•*  and  {torn Judgment.*'  This  was  done,  that  a  throne 
of  grace  might  be  ercfted,  without  any  injury  to 
Law  or  Juftice.  Juftice  and  Judgment  are  the  habita- 
tion of  his  throne;  Mercy  and  Truth  Jball  go  before 
bis  face. 

Secondly^  Judgment  fometimes  fignifics  God's 
arraigning  an  cle(5l  (inner  at  the  bar  of  the  Law,  and 
appearing  (according  to  the  finncr's  views)  in  % 
judicial  way  againft  him:  ''He  h  convinced  6f  all,' 
he  is  Judged  of  all ^  and  thus  are  the  thoughts  of 
his  heart  made  manifeft ;  and  fo  falling  down  on 
his  face,  he  will  report  that  God  is  in  you  of  a 
truth/*  Which  trial  ends  in  a  fatherly  chajlife^  , 
menty  and  in  iht  Jujiification  of  the  foul:  •'  But  w.hen 
"  we  zTc  Judged,  we  are  chaftened  of  the  Lord,  that 
"  we  (hould  not  be  condemned  with  the  world."   ' 

Thirdly,  It  fignlBes  the  Law  of  Faith,  or  the 
Gofpel}  which,  to  the  believer,  is  the  Saviour's 
judgment  of  him,  of  every  body's  ftate,  and  of 
every  thing  in  doubt,  about  his  ftate— which  the 
cle£t  (inner  receives,  in  which  he  believes,  to  which 
lie  yields  his  obedience,  by  which  he  is  ruled,  bf' 
V^hich  he  lives,  by  which  he  walks  and  wor(hips, 
and  by  which  he  rules  all  his  a&ions.  '*  Hearken 
unto  me,  my  people,  and  give  ear  to  me,  O  my 
nation ;  for  a  Law  (hall  proceed  from  me,  and  I 
*'  will  make  my  Judgment  to  reft  for  a  light  of  the 
f*  people^/'    ^a.  li.  4, 

Fourthly, 
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Fourthly^  Ic  fignifies  the  inward  and  righteous 
lenience  of  a  perfon  who'  knows  the  Scriptures,  and 
ibe  power  of  Godi  who  judges  not  according  to  ap^ 
fearance^  hut  judges  righteous  jx^dgment.  For  the 
want  of  which  the  Saviour  rebuked  the  Jews:  "  Nor 
•*  even  of  your  own  felves^«^r  ye  not  what  is  right  ?" 
Fifthly^  It  fignifies  the  knowledge  that  a  faint  has 
of  God»  of  his  word  and  ways,  and  of  his  own  wor- 
fhip^  faith  and  practice  $  for  the  want  of  which  the 
ignorant  are  complained  of:  "  ^bere  is  no  judo* 
•'  MBMT  in  tbeir  goings y 

Sixtbfyy  It  fignifies  fliewing  the  /entence  of  Scrips 
turcj  between  any  of  God*s  children  who  nuiy  have  a 
doArinc,  a  pra(5Hce,  or  a  wrong,  in  difputc.  "  What, 
*^  is  it  (o^  that  there  is  not  one  wife  man  among  you, 
'^  that  is  able  to  judge  between  his  brother?  but 
••  brother  goeth  to  law  with  brother,  and  that  before 
^  the  unbelievers?"  * 

Seventhly^  It  fignifies  the  judicious  proceedings  of 
a  jufl"  Judge,  who  has  his  eye  to  God  and  to  juftice-, 
suid  accepts  no  man's  perfon  in  judgment.  For  the 
want  of  which  integrity  God  complains :  "  How 
*'  long  will  ye  judge  unjnftly,  and  accept  the  per- 
"*'  fons  of  the  wicked  ?  Ye  (hall  be  deftroycd,  every 
V  one  of  you/'  Hence  wrong  judcmeic t  proceed^ 
ttb.  By  this  firft  weighty  matter  of  the  Law,  the 
Saviour  fhews,  in  a  fpiritual  fenfr,.  that  when  the 
finder's  mouth  is  (lopped,  bimlelf  brought  in  guilty 
before  God  by  the  Law,  and  he  is  juftified  by  faith 
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in  his  Surety's  righteoufnefs ;  that  th«  righta>u{heft 
of  the  Law  is  ful011ed  in  him.  and  that  all  other 
branches  ^f  rightcournefs  fpring  from  hence :  which 
i%,  in  efic^^  telling  usy  that  whatfi>eyer  is  not  of  faith 
js  fin ;  a^d  that  he  that  believes  not  ihall  be  damne^i 
be  who  Jie  may,  or  c^o  what  he  will.— —I  come  ta 
the  iecond  general  head,  or  weighty  requirement  of 
the  -Law,  which  is— « 

Msrcy.  Mercy,  here,  is  intended  to  ihew,  that 
all  good  to  men,  all  good  in  men,  all  good  by  mep^ 
and  all  good  from  inen,  is  owing  to  the  fovereign 
dcniency  of  Heaven.  Mtrcy  is  a  perfcftion,  pr 
attribute,  of  God,  which  in  a  way  of  providence, 
f     ,  or  in  a  way  of  grace,  is  exercifed  wer  all  his  works ^ 

[  V  Spmetinries  it  /ignifies  God's  kind  providence :  "  Goi 

^^  givey  w  mercy ^^  iays  Jacob  to  his  fons,  ^^  before  the 
"  man.'^  .Qcn.  xliii.  14.  And  again,  Abraham'^ 
fervam  obferves  it,  in  his  fuccefs  of  taking  Rebekah 
lo  Ifaac :  "God  hath  nqt  left  defticute  my  jnafter of 
*•  bis^incrcy/'  Gen*  3cxiv.  27.  But,-  in  a  fpiritual 
^  .fenfe,  God  (hews  it.  in  the  gift  of  his  Son,  and  ia  the 
<-  pardon  Qf  fins  s  "  God  hath  raifed  us  up  a  horn  of 
falv)ition,  in  the  remembrance  of  his  mercy^  (Lukey 
!•  54.);  to  give  the  knowledge  of  falvation,  by  the 
*'  lemiffion  of  fins,  through  the  tender  mercies  of 
^*  our  God/*  Luke  i.  Ixxvii.  78.  Deli verance  froin 
<bc  curfe,  of  tjic  Law,  from  the  poiycr  of  iin,  an^ 
from  itie  precept,  Da^and  live,  and  all  this  by  the 
Spirit  of  Gpdj; is  called  Mercy  revealed:  ''Butac*  • 
\  E  ^  cordii^ 
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'^  cording  to  his  mercy  he  (aved  us,  by  the  waihing 
^*  of  regeneration,  and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.** 
77/.  iii.  ^.  {^reaching  the  pare  Gofpel  faithfully; 
rev^ealing  thfc  whole  counfel  of  God,  and  not  faint- 
ing in  it  through  oppodtion,  temptation,  and  perfe«» 
ciition,  that  may  befal  us  in  exercifing  the  mercy 
(of  God  received)  in  the  diicharge  of  the  miniftry, 
is  owing  to  mercy :  Having  obtained  meny,  we  faint 
not.  Receiving  courage  to  be  faithful  and  fingular 
m  an  apoftate  and  degenerate  age,  is  owing  to  the 
mercy  of  God :  Having  obtained  mercy  of  the  Lord  to 
ie  faithful^  I  Cor.  vii.  25.    This  is  the  fiire  mercies  ^ 

of  David  given  to  Chrift,  and  entailed  upon  the 
houfliold  of  Faith  by  the  decree  of  God,  which  fe- 
cures  the  falvation  of  all  the  eleA;  and  in  their 
glorification  Mercy  will  be  built  up  for  ever.    He,  ^ 

therefore,  that  is  a  ftranger  to  the  mercy  of  God  in 
the  gift  of  his  Sop^  and  to  the  knowledge  of  (alva* 
tlon,  by  the  pardon  of  (in ;  a  ftranger  to  rejgenera^ 
tion^  by  the  gift  of  the  Spirit;  is  a  ftranger  to,  and 
deftitute  of,  this,  weighty  matter  cf  the  Law.  He  is 
in  his  fin,  a  wicked  man,  and  the  tender  mercies  of 
the  wicked  are  cruel,  therefore  Kttle  worth.  Such  a 
m^n  fees  not  the  End  of  the  I^aw,  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  train  a  finner  up  to  mercy,  and  to  fliew  him 
the  need  of  mercy.  And  he  is  a  ftranger  to  the  door 
of  hope  that  God  threw  open  by  Mofe^,  when  he 
prophefied  of  Cbrijl,  and  faid,  God  will  ie  merciful 
to  whom  he  will  be  merciful.  I  go  to  the  next  weighty 
.  tcu  rcmcnt,  which  is-^  - 

faiths 
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Faitb.  Fpr  although  the  Law  is  not  of  Faitb^ 
nor  Faith  of  the  Law,  yet  the  word  of  Faith ^  and 
the  righteoufnefs  of  Faith^  art  witnefTed  both  by  the 
Law  and  the  Prophets.  Befides,  the  whofe  Old 
Teftament  is 'often  included  in  the  word  Law  2 
*^  But  this  cometh  to  pafs,  that  it  niight  be  fulfilled 
^*  that  is  written  in  their  Law^  ^ey  bfited  mi  with* 
'^  out  a  cau/e.'*  Which  words  ftand  in  the  l^falms^ 
and  in  which  it  appears  plsdn  that  Jefus  himfelf  Ts 
one  of  the  hnthren  that  the  Pharisees  were  ^zry 
with  without  cauft*  Furthermore,  the  Lord  brings 
in  Faith  as  a  weighty  matter  of  the  Law,  becaufe 
the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Law  is  fulfilled  in  them  that 
believe,  and  without  Faith  it  is  innpbffible  t6  pleaie 
God ;  and  becaufe  Faith  goes  before  Love,  and  al« 
ways  works  by  it :  which  Love  is  the  fulfilling  of 
the  Law;  for  it  is  the  grand  hinge  upon  which 
hang  all  the  Law  and  the  Prophets,  and  without 
which  no  works  can  be  performed  but  dead  worlksp 
no  obedtefice  can  be  given  to  God,  nothing  but  the 
eye*  fervice  of  a  bond  (lave«  Faith  is  a  bleBed  fruit 
of  die  Spirit,  and  is  prodtfctd  under  his  operation* 
It  generally  lays  a  fad  hold  of  the  Law  and  the 
Jullice  of  God  firft;  and  the  finner  believes  that  lie 
is  the  chv after  defcribed  and  condemned  by  the 
Law :  he  views  it  and  feels  it  in  all  it's  ipiritual 
meaning  and  dreadful  confequences :  <^  /  have  he^ 
^^  tteved  thy  commandmints^^  fays  the  Pfalmift.  He 
believes,  and  trembles,  and  calls  upon  God  in  his 

£  2  trouble; 


^t  THl   KCOHAt   LAV  ITOT  IKjVA^D  W 

crotibic:  «id  ^'  he  that  comes  to  God^  inuft  belierc 
^<  that  he  is^  and  that  ht  is  a  rewardcr  of  them  that 
•*  feck  him."*  God,  by  feich,  leads  the  finner  from 
death  m  tbe'Law^  to  life  m  Chrift:  ^  Kone  can 
*•  come  to  tne,  exeept  my  Father  draw  them/' 
Faith  deals  with  Chrift's  blood  for  pardoi^^  righte- 
oufnefs^  and  peace ;  and  makes  application  of  it^ 
Faith  mixes  it^s  po#er  with  the  word^  and  brings 
the  promifes  home.  !Faitb  Is  a  k>oking  to  Jefbs  for 
every  needful  help,  and  a  going  out  of  felf  to  the 
Saviour's  fulnefs  to  fetch  it  in.  It  is  by  the  hand 
of  Faith  that  all  our  ipiri^al  provifions  are  brought 
in.  And  it  Is  by  the  ajirance  of  Fahh  that  the 
llrong  chriftian  finds  himfelf  confirmed  and  fealed : 
"  After  that  ye  believed,  ye  were  fealed  with  thfe 
•^  holy  Spirit  of  promile:"  ijndcr  whreh  imprelliofi 
a  comfortable  degree  of  afliurance  (touching  onc^s 
perfonal  intereft  in  Chrift)  is  enjoyed.  Which 
leads  ipe  to  the  next  weighty  requirement  of  the  Law^ 
which  is— 

Love.  The  fovereign  and  everlafting  love  of 
God  is  the  grand  fpring-bead,  or  fbuntain,  from 
which  every  ftream  oi  mercy  fiows;  and  Chrift 
crucified  is  the  only  medium  or ,  channel  throu^ 
which  every  Ilre^' flows.  There  is  no  love  to  God 
for  his  holinefs,  puritv,  or  beauty,  as  fome  talk. 
No  appeara&ce,  or  viewof  dgd,  will  ever  drawloVe 
to  him  from  a  carnal  heart,  that  is  enmity  againft 
Jhim.    It  is  God's  love  to  us,.  Ihed  abroad  in  the 

heart 
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t)evt  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  thgt  draws  the  heart  to 
love  God.  5<  Not  that  i)re  loved  God,  but  that  he 
^  Btffi  loved  us.-^Wc  love  hfax),  becaufc  he  firft 
"  loved  qs."  This  love,  in  the  enjoyment  of  it, 
alWajfis :  £»Udws  pardon  of  £9.  ^^  I  Ipve  the  Lord, 
^^  i>ceittfe  he.hath  forgiven  the  iniquity  of  my  fin.— 
^*  Mary's  /iQs  are  many^  and  they  are  foi^tven^  and 
^^  file  lo!Keth  miich.i-*jfknd  where  little  is  forgiven^ 
**  the  fame  lovcth  little/'  This  love  will  teach  us 
£0  lovfe  all  them  tb^t  Ipve  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in 
/incerity  and  in  truths  and  one's  neighbour  as  one's 
ielf  I  foif  anger  can  ni^vcf  r«ft  in  a  heart  bleffed  with 
«he  enjoyment  of  icverlafting  love ;  and  he  that  walks 
in  love,  as  Chrift  hath  loved  us,  walks  by  faith ^ 
and  in  all  the  coUmando^ents  of  the  Lord,  hlamelefs* 
We  bave  ititSL  what  the  Saviour  means  by  the  Ifafi 
c^mmandmenti^  and  What  )\t  qieans  by  thp  pfeigbtiar 
maitfrs  of  tbt  Ijm  \ '  and  be  that  doeth  and-— 

^eachitb  ibem,  fikiUbe  called  great  in  the  kifigdem 
^fbeaven.  He  that  doeth  them ;'  he  who  is  a  ri^hte- 
ous«  or  juftified  perloD  (  whofe  judgment  is  pa0ed; 
whohath  jwlgment  of  the  gooctoels  of  his  own  ftate; 
who  has  a'good  judgment  of  God's  ways,  of  God's 
word,  and  of  men's  heirts^  and  v^o  is  capable  of 
judging  between  truth  and  error,  right  and  wr^H^g^ 
and  between  man  and  man  \  and  pria^esfo. 

He  that  hath  obuined  covenant  mercy  of.  the 
L(»t],  and  preaches  the  fure  (percies  of  Davids  be- 
ing merciful  to  the  bodies  and  fouls  of  men,  as  God 
is  merciful. 

E  3  He 
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He  that  has  faith  in  his  heart,  and  preaches  the 
faith  as  it  wis  once  delivered  u>  the  fiiiots ;  who  holds 
the  nryftery  of  faith  in  a  pure  confcience^  and  deals 
it  out  from  thence. 

He  diat  has  the  love  of  God  flied  ^bfoad  iq  his 
owii  hearty  and  preacKes  it  in  all  it's  branches}  the 
manifeftatibn  of  it  in  the  death  of  Chrift;  the  feve* 
lation  of  it  by  the  Spirit}  the  efitfts  of  it»  pardori 
and  peace. 

He  that  is  not  angry  with  his  brother  without  a 
caufe ;  he  that  is  faved  and  kept  from  uncleannefs  i 
he  that  refills  not  evil  with  evil;  and  he  that  gives 
his  cloak  to  diem  that  fue  him  at  law  for  k{s  coat-« 
this  is  the  man,  and  no  other^  ibat  doth  the  €cnh- 
fnandmenis^  and  tedcbis  ibem.    And  he 

Shall  ie  called  great  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
He  is  a  true,  real,  jgenuine,  and  loyal  fubjeft,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Heaven;  he  is  not  in  bondage  to  the 
(Jaw,  to  !Sin,  nor  to  Satan;  he  is  redeemed,  juftified, 
and  faved;  the  ihyfteries  of  the  kingdom  are  with 
him ;  the  kingdom  of  Grace  is  in  hiiti }  and  he  is 
an  heir  of  the  kingdom  of  Glory  before  him,  and 
fliall  be  ' 

Called  ORiAT  in  the  king^bm  tf  Heaven.  He 
aclf nowledges  iiimfelf  a  great  linner^  and  tells  others 
-what  great  things  Qod  has  done  for  him*  Great 
grace  ii  upon  hini^  an4  ^*  (i^  is  a  good  fteward  of  the 
*^  mariifbld  grace  of  God.!!  He  is  faved  with  a 
great  fah/aiii^  and  it  iis  an  uaconditional  fklvation 
•"■■•■■  ^'        ihac 
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that  he  preaches.  He  is  a  man  of  God^  a  iiH)uth 
for  God,  and  an  ambafTador  fcnt  from  God.  He  is 
an  evangelift^  and  does  the  work  of  one.  He  is  a 
good  Ilcwardj  and  is  found  faithful.  He  is  a  mi- 
nifter  of  the  Spirit^  and  makes  full  proof  of  his 
rainiftry,  by  (lopping- the  mouths  of  gainfayers^,  by- 
cutting  up  cleft  finners^  and  by  fleering  a  courie 
that  God  owns  and  honours.  In  Ihort^  he  is  an  able 
mini(!ler~of  the  New  Teftament^  and  Ihall  be  called 
great  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  by  all  thofe  who 
kjopw  wherein  true  gi^eatncfs  confifts.  .  Whi^h  leads 
me  xg>  the  lad  verfe  of  my  text-— 

For  J  Jay  unto  ym^  that  exapt  your  right ionfnfft 
Jbali  exceed  the  righteoujnejs  of  the  Scribes  and  Phari^ 
^/ecJi  yiJbaUin  no  cafk  enter  into  the  kingdom  tfheaveju 
There  have  been  fix  or  feyen  Difcoucfes  lately  de- 
livered  from^  this  text  by  different  Minifters  ^  and 
they  all  agree  in  this^  that  the  righteoufnejs  of  Chrifi 
is  neither  intended^  nor  included  in  the  textj  which 
is  a  point  that  I  intend  to  examine.  By  entering 
into  the  Kingdom  of  Ifeayeny  thefe  fhingii  arp 
meantf 

Firfi,  Takifig  the  veil  of  ignorance  from  the 
underflanding,  and  enlightening  the  mind  into  the 
myfteries  pf  the  kingdom  ^  which  is  leading  the  foul 
out  of  darknefs  into  maryellous  light* 

Secondly y  It  is  leading  a  foi)l  opt  gf  bondage  intq 
liberty;  out  of  a  condemned  into  a  juftified  flate; 
put  of  a  ^tc  pf  enmity  into  a  flate  of  reconciliar 

£  4  tioni 
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tion ;  out  of  a  ftate  of  fin  into  a  ft'ate  of  grace ;  ouc 
of  a  ftate  of  alienation  into  a  date  of  friendfHip ;  dut 
of  a  ftate  of  legal  labour  into  a  ftate  of  reft:  W^ich 
is  called  tranjlating  the  ftnner  out  of.  the  kingdom  of 
Satan  into  the  kingdom  of  Goas  dear  Son.  -  * 

Thirdly^  The  Saviour's  introducing  MS  Elcft, 
body  and  foul,  into  the  glories  of  Heaven,,  is  called 
^^  an  abundant  entrance  into  the  everlifting  king* 
^  ddm  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jcfii^  Chrift/* 
aP^t.  i.  lo,,  XI. 
\  But  the^,  what  rigbteou/nefs  is  this  that  can  pro- 
'  cure  fuch  an  entrance  ?  Paul's  mind  was  enlightened 
into  the  myfteries  of  the  kingdoin,  as  fooh  as  the 
Xord  Jhimd  upon  binf^  and  into  Iris  heart:  and  he 
lentettd  ihto  a  ftate  of  grace^  or  into  the  kingdom 
of  heaven,  as  loon  as  he  arofe^  and  received  ibe  Hofy 
"Obojt^  But  what  righteoufnefs  had  he  got,  to  pro- 
ttirr 9  or  pave  the  way  for,  fiich  an  entrance }  Paul 
was  a  Pbarifee,  we  know:  but  it  could  not  be  his 
^^haiifaical  righteoufnefs  that  procured  his  entrance; 
for  the  text  fays^  it  muft  etceed  the  righteoufnefs  of 
the  Scribes  and  Phariiees.  And,  I  think,  it  could 
not  be  the  malice  and  murder  of  his  heart,  -  nor  his 
bloody  commiflioni  nor  the  death-warrants  that  he 
)iad  in  his  pocket.  The  righteoufnefs  in  the  text 
is  phedipife  to  ttf^  f^W^  which  the  Pharifees  boafted 
bf,  and  in  which  the  child  of  God  muft  exceed  the 
Pharilee.  It  muft  be  either  the  ^nner's  obedience^ 
Or  the  obedience  of  the  Surety^  th^t  procures  an 

entrance 
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'^entrance  here;  for  the  unrighteous  cannot  enter  the 
^  kinjgdom.  But  Paul,  though  one  of  che  ftri^eft 
ie£l  of  the  Pharilees^  had  no  righteoufnefs  to  procuie 
an  entrance  here;  it  profited  hinfi  nothing  in  this 
eafe^:  /  will  declare  thy  rigbteov/ne/s,  and  thy  ti;crks, 
for  tbeyj&all  not  prbfit  tbee,  Ifa.  Ivii.  1 2.  The  fup- 
plicating  publican,  and  Mary  ^agdal^n,  both 
entered  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but  not  by  their 
own  righteoufnefs.  No  righteoufnefs  but  the  f  ightc* 
oufncli  of  Chrift  Imputed,  can  procure  an  entrance, 
cither  into  the  knowledge  of  God,  or  into  a  ftate  of 
grace,  which  (lands  in  righteoufnefs,  peacfe,  and 
*joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft;  into  all  which  the  finner 
enters  by  faith  in  Chrift  alone. 

Nor  can  I  think  that  any  righteoufnefs,  but  thae 
of  the  Saviour,  can  procure  an  fcntritnce  into  glory  s 
not  Paul's  righteoufnefs,  for  that  (he  fays)  is  dungr 
and  drofs ;  nor  Zion*s  righteoufnefs,  for  that  1%  filthy 
ragJi  ^  n6r  the'  righteoufnefs  of  Peter,  James,  and  • 
John,  for  in  many  things  they  all  offended.  And  fore 
I  am,  that  an  imperfeft  righteoufnefs  can  never  pave 
the  way,  cither  into  God's  favour,  or  into  his  prefence. 
The  thief  went  from  the  crofs  to  Paradife  j  but  his 
prayer,  his  confeOlon  of  Chrift,  his  rebuking  his 
fellow  thief,  and  eonfelling  the  juftnefs  of  his  pu- 
nifhment,  is  no  part  of  obedience  to  the  Moral  Law, 
which  is  ihc  Rule  of  Righteoufnefs;  and  Chrift's 
obedience  to  that  Rule,  is  the  Righteoufnefs 
meant  in  my  text,  in  which  Paul  hoped  to  be 
found  when    he  ibo^|d  enter  the  kingdom   of 

glory: 
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glory :  as  it  is  ^itten.  And  ke  found  in  bim^  not 
iaving  mine  own  rigbteoufne/s^  which  is  of  the  Law$ 
but  that  which  is  through  the  faith  of  Cbrifi^  thp 
righteottfnefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith^  Phil.  iii.  9. 
This  is  the  righteoufnefs  that  God  in^ puced  t^  Ps^ul's 
faith,  and  by  which  he  entered  iqto.  the  kingdom  of 
grace  1  and  in  chis  he  hoped  to  enter  intp  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  itfelf :  '<  For  we,  through  the  Spirit, 
•*  wait  for  the  hope  of  righteoufnefs.  by  faith,**  (G?J. 
V.  5.)  which  alone  can  anfwer  for  us  in  that  day« 
No  creature  righteoufnefs,  nq  imperfcft  righteouf- 
nefs, no  inherent  righteoufnefs,  can  ever  adfnit  9 
man  into  the  kingdom  of  grace,  or  into  the  li;ii}gdQin 
of  glory.  No  rightcoufneis  but  Chrift's  fpotlei^ 
obedience  to  the  La^i  jmputpd  by  God  to  the  finner, 
can  ever  give  him  right  or  title,  procuie  an  entrancf 
or  admiflion  into  grace  Qr  glory. 

But  you  you  will  fay,  *'  There  is  ope  word  in  thp 
**  text  which  you  overlook,  the  word  your;  Except 
^  your  righteoufnefs  {h^ll  exccfd,"  &p. 

Anfw,  What  God  freely  beftows  on  u$,  |>ecpmes 
wrs :  ^<  We  receive  the  abundance  of  grace,  and  thp 
*•  giff  of  righteoufnefs,*'  Rqm.  y#  17.  And  Qod, 
who  gives  this  righteoufnefs  to  us,  palls  it  ours : 
•*  Thip  is  the  heritage  of  the  fervants  of  the  l^rd, 
f '  and  their  righteoufnefs  is  of  me,  faith  thf  Lord/' 
JFfa.  Mv.  i7f  "  They  have  no  righteoufnefs  but  wh^t 
''  is  of  me,"  faith  the  Lord ;  and  that  is  an  imputed 
pne,  frfply  givep,  and  frcfly  bcltowed.  And  Chrift 
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Jumfelf  fliews  this  pltioly  in  the  chapter  out  of  whicb 
ihy  text  is  taken;  and  that  any  nian  may  clearly  fee 
(hat  ever  was  enlightened  at  all.  Bleffed  (faith  Chrift) 
are  ibg  wbkb  d^  butter  aud  tbtrftd^ter  rigbtnufnefs^ 
fir  tbeyJbM  bi  filled.    Which  ihews  three  things. 

ift^  That  thefe  poor  ibuls  had  no  righteoufneis  of 
their  own;  fteliog  which  made  them  hunger  and 
thiift. 

Secondfy,  The  righteoufnefs  there  meant  comes  by 
promife;  Tbeyjball  befitted. 

Tbirdfy,  That  righteou&efs  mud  be  perfeA  and 

compleat,  anfwering  every  demand  of  law  and  juf* 

tice :  and  every  end  and  expedbtion  of  the  diftrdOfed^ 

(inner ;  fuch  as^  driiveriog  him  from  guilt  and  wraih^ 

itu  and  torment^  death  and  damnation.  And-it  muft 

procure  God*s  fayour  hertj  and  fecyre  i^ory  hereafter. 

otherwife  the  finoer  never  can  be  fatisfied.  much  left 

filled  with  it*  This  is  the  lighteoufiiiefs  tpeant  in  (ny 

tat,  that  far  enough  exceeds  the  rtghteou(nels  of 

the  Scribes  and  Fbarifees,  And  this  righteoufneis 

gives  right  and  title  tO  the  kingdom :  *f  iFpr  Chrift 

*^  is  made  of  God  unto  us  mfdom,  righteoufneis^ 

^  ianftification,  and  redemption."  Np  other  righ^« 

oufnefs,  reader, .  (hall  ever  admit  any  foul  livrag, 

either  intp  the  kingdom  of  grace>  or  the  kingdom 

of  glory*    ^^  ^^  ^l^i*  raiment  pf  needle-wprk  (hall  the 

M  Church  be  brought  untq  the  King,  and  |haU  ent^r 

f<  into  the  King's  palace;!'    and  they  that  are  not 

(pund  in  this  wedding-garment  (b&U  be  ca((  in(o 

outef 
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duller'  (kcknefSi    Reader,  '**  bcwiare  of  the  leaven  cf 
^  Ite/Pharifees,  which  is  hypocrify/* 
.  1  c^me  now  to  fhew  die  righteoufnef^  of  the 
S<^ibitt  aod  Pharifee^  and  the  **  excelfency  of 
'*  Glliift^s  righteou&e&i  which  is  Mca  all,  and 
«  upon  at)y    that  believe."      The  .Scribes  were 
wrtc^ri  aed  expounders  of  the  Law  and  the  Pro- 
phets, and  pretended  to  very  extraordinary  wiiHom* 
The  Phai^ilecs  were  very  obfervant  of  the  kfier 
niatters  of  the  Law»  in  which  their  ^felf^ghteou(^ 
iHi^fe  chifflf  ftood }  and  they  pretended  to  no  finall 
d^gi^e  of^-fahfi^ty^  on  which  accounc  others  wett 
not  allc(ivtd  to  touch  the  hem  of  thejr  robes.    The 
.Scribe  aild  tht  Pbaiifee  were  the  two  Brft^  in  the 
judgmenk-ofthepooiraAd  ignorant  Jews,  that  would 
«ncer  the  l^ingddm  of  heavens  but  Chrift  difplaces 
thert)^  ^Tldiets  the  Publican  and  the  Harlot  in  their 
room.-    They  walkad  in  long  robeS)  and  were  very 
defirous  of  it^  they  made  many  long  pcaycrsi  they 
obferved  numbers  of  feafts  and  f^dh;  they  loved 
'greetings  in  the  markets,  and  chief  looms  at  feaftsj 
.  they  appeared  very  righteoos  befoic  men,  and  loved 
to  be  caifed  Rabbi,  Rabbi;  they  pradifed  a  de^l  of 
.  waihing  of  feet,  hands  and  head,  cups^d  pUtteris 
they  compa0ed  Tea  and  land  to  m^lce  coQverts,  and 
founded  a  trumpet  before  them  when  they  gave 
their  alms;  they  bound  grievous  burdens  on  men's 
fhoulders,  but  never  touched  one  part  of  the  load ; 
they  got  into  Mpfes's  fea^  ^o  give  lavsj^^aod  contra*- 

diftcd 
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di^ed  in  life  aJl  that  they  faid  by  word.  ^«  Thif^^ 

H  and  do  not/'     This  I7as  their  righntouihel^.^nd 

tiow  you  fhall  fee  their  teal  in  ddiSnce  of  it.  \J<nxty 

iiftrt  defperate  enemies  t&  the  pt^et  of  g^cHtiiefs, 

the  truth  of  the  Gofpel^  and  the  wifdom  that  cdiiies 

Aom  above.    They  were  implacable  opfKKfers  p£ 

Antinomian»>  Bad  Spirits^  and  all  that  were  rioc 

the  pFofelPxl  difciples  of  Mofes^    They  ridiculed 

the  God  of  heaven,  calling  him  Beelzebub;  they 

curied  the  obje^s  of  his  choic4||  blafpiiemed  the 

Holy  Ghoft,  and  required  a  ^^  from  Heaven* 

They  traduced  Paul  as  proph|hing  the  Temple, 

and   giving  licence  to  fifty    by^^jrcaching  up  evil 

%hat  good  might  corne;  and  Wifhjyeaching  ptopkr 

to  ferfake  Mofes,  with  being Va'l^igtick,  a  t,urner 

of  the  Wrld  upilde  down;  zjh(iitx  dpftdition,  and  a 

ringleader  of  the  feft  Of  tHe'I^an^a^  *'  But  after 

^^  the  way  which  they  called  Hercfy,^  i<^  worihipped 

**  Paul  the  God  of  his  fathers."    Thej  bppofed  the 

ApoiUes  in  every  city,  in  every  town,  in  every 

iynagogue,  4xiA  in  every  houie,  with  the:  dodrine  of 

the  Law  as.  die  only  Rule  of  Life---"  Except  yc 

*'  be  circumdlfed  and  keep  the  Law  of  Mofes,  yc; 

**  cannot  be  faVed.'**    They  came  in  privily  co  Ipy 

out  the  faints  liberty,  that  diey  might  bring  them 

into  bondage.     They  i^pofed  the  GofpA^  reAt 

their  cloaths,  caft  dull  into  the  air,  gnalhed  their 

teeth  at  the  faints;  refilled  and  blafphemed^^  and 

abufed  the  name  of  the  Saviour  upon  niadmen  and 

devils;  and  all  this  in  zeal  for  the  Law,  for  purity, 

and 
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and  for  inherent  holinefs.  They  went  about 'to 
cftablifh  their  own  righteoufnefs,  as  thofe  do  who 
exclude  the  righceoufnefs  of  Chrift  from  mj  text} 
and  fo  ftumbled  at  the  Rock  of  agesj  were  broken 
off  by  unbdiefi  and  fcattered  into  all  winds,  and 
remain  to  this  day  without  a  King,  without  a  Prieft^ 
without  a  Prophet,  without  an  Ephod,  without  a 
Teraphim»  and  without  a  Sacrifice.  And  all  that 
they  got  by  their  religion,  and  for  their  pretended 
zeal  for  the  Law^  was  the  deftru&ion  of  themiel ves, 
as  a  church,  ftatc,  and  nation  i  and,  what  is  more 
dreadful,  they  imprecated  and  procured  the  inno«  ) 

cent  blood  of  Chrift  and  the  curfe  of  Heaven  upon 
their  own  offspring,  from  age  to  age,  yea,  to  more 
than  twenty  generaUens.  But  I  have  no  call  to  go 
any  farther  in  defcribing  a  Pharifee,  for  the  Church  ) 

of  Chrift  fwarms  alive  with  them ;  and  in  this  gla(s 
the  Reader,  if  he  has  any  eyes,  may  fee  his  hundreds, 
if  not  his  thoufands. 

But  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Saints  far  enough  ex- 
ceeds the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Scribes:  ^'  For  they 
^*  receive  the  bleifing  from  the  Lord,  and  righte^ 
*^  oufnefs  from  the  God  of  their  falvation.  This  is 
^  the  generation  of  them  that  feek  him,  that  feek 
^«  thy  face,  O  God  of  Jacob/*  Pfalm  xxiv.  5, 6. 
The  righteoufnefs'that  God  beftows  on  his  faints  is  a 
divine,  st  perfeft,  and  an  everlafttng  one;  and  widi* 
out  a  perfe6^  righteoufnefs  no  foul  can  ftand  in 
God's  preiencc,  or  find  accefs  to  him  in  this  world : 
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for,  if  we  have  accefs  with  confidehcej  it  is  by  the 
faith  of  Chrift;  and  if  we  enter  heareh,  and  fee 
God's  face  with  acceptance  in  the  world  to  conoej 
it  is  becaufe  we  are  made  righteous  in  our  Elder 
Brother^  and  hold  the  truth  as  it  is  in  him.  ^^  Open 
*'  the  gates,  that  the  righteous  nation  which  keepeth 
"  the  truth  may  enter  in/'  ^ai.  X3^vi.  a.  This  is 
the  wifdom  of  God^  and  the  glory  of  the  faints  ^  the 
other  is  the  invention  of  men  ^  and  the  fnare  of  fools: 
But  ^' their  rock  is  not  as  our  Rock,  our  enemies  them* 
^'  felves  being  judges."  So  I  preach,  and  fo  you  be- 
lieve;  and  neither  fuch  preaching,  nor  fuch  believ* 
ing,  ihall  ever  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord. 

We  have  fccn  what  the  Redeemer  fays  of  the 
weighty  matters  of  the  Law;  which  is  the  firft 
table>  and  which  refpefts  God :  and  we  find  thoie 
things  are  wrought  in  all  the  faints.  '' 

We  have  fcen,  likewlfc,  the  lejir  matters^  or  the 
lead  commandments ;  which  are  the  fecond  tables 
and  reipe&  brethren  and  neighbours :  and  we  find 
that  they  are  the  Pharifecs  in  heart,  and  the  falfe 
Preachers  in  the  church,  who  break  them;  and  thae 
they  are  broken  by  thofe  who  hate^  flander,  ceafure^ 
jBnd  condemn^  the  children  of  God — under  which 
we  are  exhorted  to  be  patient  and  fubmifiivjr^  that 
we  may  appear  to  be  the  children  of  our  Father 
which  is  in  heaven,  who  fufRrs  as  much  difhonour 
from  their  neglcfting  the  weighty  matters  of  the 
LaWj  as  we  do  by  their  breaking  theleaft  command- 

♦  *        mcnts 
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flicnts  in  hating. and  revHing  us.  But  do^i  jthe 
Pharifec  and  hypocrite's  breaking  the  command*  * 
meifti  entail  the  name  of  an  Antiaomian*  and  a 
Devil  upon  thofe  who  have  the  ri^teoufnds  of  tha 
Law  fblfilled  iii  them^  ahd  who  tf/alk  pat  ^fter  th« 
Adhf  but  .after  the  Spirit? '  D6e$  their  expofing 
chemlelvca  to  the  jult.  judgoient  of  God$  for  con^ 
demning  the  juft,  -bcihg  a  yoke  fif  boQ^^ge  on  thfit) 
that  are  madfe  free  t|r  Ihe^Ho^y  GhoOr?  Qr;  what 
Chrtft  applies  to  the^PIftrifees  Md  hyppcritesj  can 
it  be  feftened  on  thole  whom  he  hzxh.  firmed  /^ 
-him/lfilf^  -and  tx>  whom  be  win  never  impuUjin?  Or 
can  it  be  thought  that  they  arc  the  perfonjs  that  VC 
iiiJi^g^  of'helUjire^  whom  Chrift  hitofirlf  4eclaresi 
fiall  'never  ceme  itlto  eendemnation  f 
-  Doips  «he  Savioiir^s  telling  us  that  tHe  Ix^ever  '• 
pafles  from  death  unto* life,  imply  that. thr  believer 
19  Vhder  the  iminiftratibn  of  death  ^i  hrs  jR vW  pJT 
JLife?  Or,  docs  his  telling  us:to  take  hiaycd(;c  upoft 
iis,  T'vhl^  is  cbfy,  imply  that  the  yoke  of  b^nd^c^ 
Which  neither  w«  nor  our  fathers  were  able  t6*b)!i»B>. 
?s  to  fee  added  to  it?  Doesjtbc  Lord's  tdKng^mrtp  "* 
aiiJe  in  iint,  imply  that  I  am  to  go  to  Mbies:?*  Ql^ 
does  his  affirming  that  thofe  who  abide  in  him  hwg 
forth  much  fruity  irtiplf  that  nothing  but  UcepUQuf- 
ncfs  is  intended  ? 

Can  any  man  fcpar^te  the  precept  of  the.  lAW 
fromihtfentena?  js  the  Law  divided?  Gafi  any 
tavi  brin^  my  neck  under  tkt  j^oke  of  thcfrceepf, 
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and  keep  my  foul  from  the  curfef   No;  he  that  is 
lender  the  frecept^  is  imder  t\i^ Jenfence :    "  They 
*•  that  arc  of  the  tvorks  ot  the  Law,  arc  under  the 
*'  cur/c  of  the  Law/*    And  they  who  go  to  the 
Law  for  juftification,  in  any  fenfe,  or  even  to  be. 
made  perfeft,  Chrift  (hall  profit  them  nothing. 
God  has  made  a  riew  covenant  with  his  people : 
not  acicording  to  the  old ;  that  was  written  by  his 
finger  on  tables  of  ftonc;  this,  by  the  Spirit,  on  the 
tables  of  the  heart— that  was  the  Law  of  Works; 
this  is  the  Law  of  Faith,  Truth,  and  Liberty ;  and 
furely  fuch  a  foul  is  not  without  Law  to  God.    The 
Law  of  Faith  is  written  on  the  believer's  heart,  and 
with  the  mind  he  ferves  the  Law  of  God.     The 
Law  of'  the  Spirit  of  Life  is  in  Chrift^  and  he  is 
under  that  Law  to  Chrift.    Tt  is  the  Law  of 'the 
Spmt  of  Life  in  Chrift  that  frees  him  from  the  Law 
<lf  Sin  and  Death:  fuch  an  one  is  not  under  the 
Law»  but  under  Grace;   not  under  the  Law  of 
Works  in  the  hand  of  Chrift,  (for  that  cannot  be 
proved)  but  under  the  Law  of  the  Spirit  of  Life  in 
Chrift.     And  fuch  mea  are  the  moft  pure,  the 
moft  happyj  and  the  moft  uieful  men,  in  the  church; 
and  their  followers  are  the  moft  bright  and  fruitful 
in  the  world,  and.  the  moft  evangelical  worfliippers 
of  God.    ««  They  are  manifcftly  declared  to  be  the 
Epiftlcs  of  Chrift,  miniftred  (fays  Paul)  by  us: 
written,  not  with  ink,  but  with  the  Spirit  of  the 
living  God ;  not  on  tables  pf  (Une,  |)ut  on  the 
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**  flcfhly  ubles  of  the  heart.  God  hadi  made  us 
'^  able  minifters  of  the  New  Teftament}  nocof  the 
<*  IiCttcr,  t)vit  of  the  Spirit :  for  the  I^etter  killeth^ 
^*  but  the  Spirit  giveih  life.  But  if  the  miniftra- 
"  tion  of  death,  written  and  engraven  on  ftones, 
^y  was  glorious,  fo  that  the  children  of  Ifrael  could 
not  ftedfaftly  behold  the  face  of  Mofcs,  for  the 
glory  of  his  countenance,  which  glory  was  to 
**  be  done  away ;  how  Ihall  not  the  miniftratipn  of 
**  the  Spirit  b^  rather  glorious  ?  For,  if  the  mini- 
**  ftratiqn  of  condemnation  be  glory,  much  more' 
*'  doth  the  miniftration  of  righteoufnefs  exceed  in 
**  glory.  For  if  that  which  is  done  away  was  glot* 
'*  rious,  much  more  that  which  rcmaincth  b  glo-  .  ■<' 
**  rious.  Seeing,  then,  that  we  have  fucb  hope,  wc 
yfe  great  plainnefs  of  fpeech :  and  not  as  Mofes, 
who  put  a  veil  over  his  face,  that  the  children  of 
Ifrael  could  not  ftedfaftly  look  to  the  end  pf  tlut 
which  is  ABOLISHED."  2  CoK*  chap,  iii* 
Let  our  ppponents  tell  us  what  that  Law  is  which 
was  c^raven  on  tables  of  Jlonei  and  let  them  prov^ 
it  to  be  the  Ceremonial  Law,  if  they  can,  Thcji 
let  them  fliew  who  thofe  precious  foujs,  called  living 
^pijiles^  are ;  and  then  let  thein  prove  that  Paul'j 
fvjice  afferting  that  the  miniftration  of  death,  en- 
graven op  ftones,  being  done  '  away  and  abo- 
lished, means  that  the  Law  is  their  only  Rule  of 
Life.  And,  if  thi$  be  Antinorfxianifm,  let  them 
father  it  upon  the  Holy  Ghoft :  he  is  the  Author  of 
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XHl  ETiRLASTIJffC  COSfllj.      ^        .  |i 

tKc  Scriptufcss  for  holy  ine«  fpoke  as  they  wcrtt* 
nioyed  by  the  Holy  Ghoft*  /    ^ 

«  Why,  then/*  you  wilj^  fay,  ^  whjlt  is  b^coipg 
**  of  the  Law  with  refpeft  to  the  faint  of  God  ?|* 
Paul  tells  you—"  Blotting^out  the  hand-writing  Qf 
*'  ordinances  that  was  tgainft  us,  which  was  coi^  « 
^^  trary  to  us,  and  took  it  out  of  the  w^yj  nailing  it  * 
*'  to  his  crofs/?  CoL  li.  14.     But,  then,  wharLavf  ^ 
is  that  which  .is  againft  us  ?— The  Law  that  works 
wrath^  and  Curies  us>  muft  be,  I  think,  the  nigft 
^gainft  us.-r-^nd  what  Law  is  that,  the  Ceremonial 
Law.?-r-**  Nay,"  faith  Paul,  "  it  is  the  Law  €»• 
*^  gravqp  Qfi  jff^^lcs  of  ftone  th^t  fpiniftreth  death." 
Apd  what  Law  i«  that  which  is  contrary  to  us.?— t 
f*  Why,'-,  iayjf ou,  "  the  Cereq[ioi)ial  I^ayjr/"— No; 
for  that  was  fo  far  from  being  contrary  sq  the  Jews» 
that  they  liked  it.     "  Offer  a  facrificc  of  thanks- 
^^  giying  with  leaveni  and  proclaim  and  publiib 
^  the  free-will  offerings:  for  this  likbth  y#u,  O' 
**.y(B  children  of  Ifrael,  faith  the  Lord."  jftn^s^  iv. 
4,^/   A5n4  w^o  jsras  Paul  writing  to^  wl)eQ  be  told 
the  pepple  that  the  band-writing  was  blotted  out  f — •  • 
Why,  he  v^s  writing  to  the  Gcgtile^  believ^  ^ 
Colofle^  who  had  felt  the  force  of  the  Moral  Law  . 
as  their  account  or  debt-book  opened  againft  then^  . 
Had  Paul  meant  thp  C^npnioni^  Law,  they  would 
not  have  well  underftood  him ;  for  the  Ceremonial 
J^aw  was  never  givert  to  ihi  Gentiles :  but  the  Morai 
|jaw  was  written  ^n  aM  t^eir  hearts,  and  was  their 
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^    "*  debt-book^  $]i4  >4i  (la&idrwritkig^^iiih  ifien^  I  «nl 

♦  fo  tiicy.wJUilnd  >bQ«dii  under  id  .Whether  Jc#  or 
-  (Scntile^  ;.  ••  He  that  <in$  in  the  Lslwi.  l^idf  bj; 
.  r^^i^gfid  by-^^c  I^aw$  and  fie  that  fins  ;^n{l  the 

^^  LftW  in  hi^  cortfclence/lhall  bd  iftlaw  to  himfelf, 

/    ^  and  pcri(htty|Kc  famc.*^  I  condude/the  Irfw  is 

the  faiiv^'s  firft  hufbaiid  and  Xchoolmafteri  and  It » 

•  tht  bond-fcf vant>  only  fiiltf :  but  «t  tSofetb^,  are 
«*  ia  Chrift  hin«B.?rOcificd  the  flelh/  with  the^&d^ 
<^^  tloAt  4bd  lu(U»'a(fd  ^gaijift  ftrch  ther^  is  no  L4w/^ 
»  I  conclude  witb  infixing;  that  ii0t  rrgtMoofiieTs 
Vfhicii  fii>n  luchce  tvety  acfcufer  at  the  bajf  of  God, 

..  Ihd  '^ve  4  title  to  heaVe^^  is'  an  jtnfHifed  one.  **  No 

<  ^^  urea^n  t^t  is  formed  agamft  t!hee  ihall  pro^r: 

^'  iOiff^crY  tongue  that  itiall  nfe^gai^.  thee  ^t 

^  wAffA^tit,^  thou  fhalc  condennn;     Thfa  is  the 

^<  neriuge  bf  die  fervanti  of  die  Lordt  and'  iheif 

. «  righteoufnefs  is  <>f  me,  Aith  di0  Lo^d.**  JJU.  lirl 

17.^  X  H^e  no  doubt  but  ouroppoaencs  vilt  t>e 

found  iir/i'^wl^dx  they  (k{crib9:  but  Qod  giant,      ^, 

;     for^Chrid'S  fjdcej  that  we  may  be  found  in  iM/w    *  ; 

^   f  id^  no  wnfw  ' " 
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t'    -it         Beloved  in  God,  grace  andfeace  be  jrytltiplied  to  you 
^**  through  our  lard  J  ejus  Chrijt.  \   .. 

'  '  fk  Time  has  been  whep  I  could  havi 

;■;       #       Chrifimas  carol  at  your  door;    but  the 
'    '■  "V     which  ufed  to  fill  the  pipes  are  much  dec 
being  much  ufed,  on  whic^  account  I  ha 
obliged  for  many  years  to  .fay  by  the  mi 
my  fongs,  as  Ifracl  of  old_did  of  their  viol 
being  incapable  of  producing  thefe  fruits 
lip,  I  here  fend  you  a  Chrijlmas  offering,  which   • 
.is  the  fruit  both  of  th*.  jieatf  and  of  tSe  heart. 
They   came  proraifcuoufly  into  my  mind,    and 
fweedy  employed  my  thoughts  as  theycamf;  ifid, 

•  though  apparent  contradiiftions  in  theiBfclves,  yet 

•  I  brought  them  all  into  harmony  through  the 
.  anointing  of  the  Holy  One ;  nor  .was  I  a  little  de- 
•  "            lighted  while  my  mind  was  ei^aged  in  them.    I 

•  pall  it  a  riddle  upon  all  iw  all,  and  you  are  al- 
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lowed  all  the  Chriftmas  holidays  to  ftnd  It  eut; 
but^  fhould  any  of  the  fruit  in  this  garden  of  • 
nuts  be  found  too  hard  for  your  teeth,  fend  them 
back  to  the  huekfter,  and  he  promifes  to  lend  yoU 
the  ufe  of  his  crackers.  Accept  of  this  as  my 
Chriflmas-box,  and  take  in  good  part  the  addi* 
tions ;  I  mean  the  compliments  of  the  fcafon, 
which  are, 

"  A  merry  Qiriftmas,"  fprlnging  from  Chrift 
formed  in  the  heart   the  hope  of  glory ;    for  a 
merry  heart  doth  good  like  a  medicine,  and  he 
that  hatli  a  merry  heart  hath  a  continual  feaft. 
*^  I  wifli  you  a  happy  new  year,*'  and  full  pof- 
jj  fcffion  of  the  blcflfings  of  the  new  covenant;  name- 
^  .  ly,  a  new  heart,  and  a  new  fpirit,  and  the  ufe  of  ^ 

^  r  new  tongues ;  mucli  fervicc  in  the  newnefs  of  the  f 

p  Spirit,  and  a  happy  walk  in  newnefs  of  life ;  many 
comfortable  lijys  of  the  new  wine  of  the  kingdom, 
*  *nd  many  pledges,  camefts,  and  foretaftes  of  thof« 
new  enjoyments  which  are  promifed  by  the  new 
*  Tiling  to  the  new -bom  heirs  of  promife,  in  the 
.  *ncw  iiQjivcn  nncj  the  ne\ic  earth  wherein  dwelleth 
righteoufncfs.  XWs  i^the  wilh  and  eameft  dcfirc 
6^ 

Dear  fiiends, 
Youw  in  the  everlafting  covenant, 

.    W.  HUNTINGTON,  S,S, 
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A    RIDDLE. 


Mis  namejhall  he  called  Wonderful,   li^h  ix.  6# 


This  world  h^d  been  ftanding  upwards  of  three 
thoufand  years  before  Mary  brought  forth  her 
firft-bom  fon.  Luke  ii.  7.  And  yet  that  fon  was 
brought  forth  ages  of  endlefs  date  before  ihis 
world  was  made :  "  The  Lord  poffeffed  me  in  the 
beginning  of  his  way,  before  his  works  of  old* 
I  was  fet  up  from  everlafting,  from  the  beginning, 
or  ever  the  earth  was.  When  there  were  no 
depths,  I  was  brought  forth  :  when  there  were  no 
fountains  abounding  with  water.  Before  the 
c'  mountains  were  fettled;    before  the  hills  was  I 

■ 

brought  forth  :  while  as  yet  he  had  not  made  the 
earth,  nor  the  fields,  nor  the  hig^eft  part  of  ithe 
duft  of  the  world."  Prov.  vii,  22—26.  Thus  he 
that  was  brought  forth,  and  fet  up  from  everlaft- 
ing, was  not  brought  forth  till  this  world  had 
been  ftanding  upwards  of  three  thouiand  years. 
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I£s  namejkall  he  sailed  Wonderful^ 

He  was  the  fon  of  Adam,  the  fon  of  Noah,  the 
fon  of  Shem,  the  fon  of  Abraham,  the  fon  of 
Ifaac,  the  fon  of  Jacob,  the  fon  of  Judah,  the  fon 
of  David,  the  fon  of  Solomon,  the  fon  of  Reho- 
boam,  &c.  &c.  and  the  fon  of  Jofeph  the  hufband  ^ 

of  Mary,  and  has  been  known  and  called  the  Son 
of  Man  from  age  to  age ;  and  yet  he  is  no  man's  * 

fon,  nbr  would  he  fufFcr  himfelf  to  be  fo  called. 
"  What  think  ye  of  Chrift,  whofe  fon  is  he? 
They  fay  unto  him.  The  Son  of  David.  How 
then  doth  David  in  fpirit  call  him*  Lord,  faj^ing. 
The  Lord  faid  unto,  my  Lord,  Sit  thou  on  my 
right  hand  till  I  make  thine  enemies  thy  footftool.  s 

^If  David  then  call  him  Lord,  how  is  he  his  fon  ?'*  L 

Matt,  xxii.  42—44. 

■  ■  • 

His  nameJhaU  hi  called  Wonderfid. 

There  were  thoufands  of  millions  bom:  before 
him  ;  that  is  wonderful ;  and  yet  he  was  the  firft 
that  ever  was  bom  r  "  Alfo  I  will  make  him,  my 
firft-bora,  higher  than  the  kings  of*  the*  earth  :  ^ 

fny  fticrcy  will  I  keep*  for  him  for  evermore,  and 
/nycovenaot  UAH  ftand  faft  with  him."  Pfalm 
Ixxxix.  27,  28. 

*  His  name  (hall  he- called  Wonderful. 

As.h<;  had  many  fathers,  fo  it  is  as  plain  that 
icjiad  many  mothers :    he  was  the  fon  of  Eve, 
6  the 
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the  fon  of  Sarah,  the  foi>  of  Rebekah^  the  fon  of 

* 

Leah,  the  fon  of  Rahab,  the  fon  of  Ruth,  the  fon 
of  Zion,  the  fon  of  Mary,  and  the  fon  of  all  be- 
lievers :  '^  For  whofoever  ihall  do  the  will  of  my 
Father  which  is  in  heaven,  the  fame  is  my  bro- 
ther, and  fifterj  and  mother.'*  Matt.  xii.  60. 
Thus  he  hath  many  fathers,  and  thoufands  of  mo- 
thers — ^and  yet "  he  is  without  father,  and  without 
mother."  Heb.  vii.  3. 

His  namejhall  he  called  Wonderful. 

According  to  the  genealogies  written  by  Mat*- 
thew  and  Luke,  his  defcent  is  traced  from  Adam^ 
he  defcended  likewife  from  God,  and  he  defcend- 
cd  from  heaven ;  and  yet  he  defcended  neither 
from  God  nor  man,  for  "  he  is  without  defcent,^ 
and  without  pedigree."  Heb.  vii.  3. 

His  namejhall  he  called  Wonderful. 

Elijah  raifed  a  child  from  the  dead,  and  Elilha 
raifcd  another;  and  even  a  young  man  juft  buried, 
when  he  touched  the  bones  of  Elifha,  came  to  life ; 
Chrift  raifed  the  widow  of  Nain's  fon  and  Laza- 
rus ;  all  which  were  raifed  before  the  death  of 
Chrift,  and  yet  he  was  the  firit  that  was  ever 
raifed — ^^  He  is  the  firft-begotten  from  the  dead|'\ 
Rev.  i.  5.  «  He  is  the  firft  fruits  of  them  tha't 
fleep."  1  Cor.  xv.  20.  And  the  firft  that  ever  - 
trod  the  path  of  life  from  the  tomb :  **  Thou 
wilt  not  leave  my  foul  in  hell ;  neither  wilt  thou 

B3  fufFer 
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fufFer  thine  Holy  One  to  fee  corruption ;  thou  wilt 
Ihew  me  the  path  of  life :  in  thy  prefence  is  ful- 
nefs  of  joy,  and  at  thy  right  hand  there  are  plea- 
furcsfor  evermore/*  Pfal.  xvi.  10,  11. 

His  namejhall  he  called  Wonderful. 

*  When  he  prepared  the  heavens,  I  was  there : 
when  he  fet  a  compafs  upon  the  face  of  the  depth : 
when  he  eftablifhed  the  clouds  above :  when  he 
ftrengthencd  the  fountains  of  the  deep :  when  he 
gave  to  the  fea  his  decree,  that  tho  waters  fhould 
not  pafs  his  commandment :  when  he  appointed 
the  foundations  of  the  earth :  then  I  was  by  him, 
as  one  brought  up  with  him  ;  and  I  was  daily  his  * 

\  delight,  rejoicing  always  before  him ;  rejoicing  in  4 

the  habitable  parts  of  his  earth ;  and  my  delights 
were  with  the  fons  of  men/'    Pro  v.  viii.  27 — 31. 

.  And,  though  he  thus  rejoiced  in  the  habitable 
parts  of  his'  earth,  yet  there  was  no  part  of  his 
earth  then  inhabited ;  and,  though  his  delights 
were  then  with  the  fons  of  men,  yet  there  were  no  " 

fons  of  men  to  delight  in. 

^  His  nSkeJhall  he  called  Wonderful. 

Jefus,  our  Immanuel,  never  lived  nor  cxiftcd 
before  he  was  bom  of  Mary  j  and  it  is  plain  that 
he  was  but  thirty-three  years  of  age  when  he  died, 
and  yet  **  he  had  neither  beginning  of  days,  nor 
end  of  life."  Hcb,  vii,  3* 


C    7    ) 

l£s  namejhall  he  called  fVonderful. 

Our  Immanuel  maintained  and  fupported  all 
the  human  race  in  life  when  he  was  expiring 
himfelf ;  and  lived  King  of  Glory  in  heaven  wheu 
he  lay  dead  in  the  tomb. 

His  namejhall  he  called  JVondei-ful. 

When  he  afcended  on  high  he  entered  heaven, 
and  there  he  muft  abide  till  the  end  :  "  Whom 
the  heavens  muft  receive  ui^til  the  times  of  reftitu- 
tion  of  all  things.**  Afts  iii.  21.  And  yet,  '^  be- 
hold^ the  heaven  and  heaven  of  heavens  cannot 
contain  him,  nor  yet  the  houfe  that  Solomon  built.'* 
1  Kings  viii.  27, 

His  namejhall  he  called  Wonderful. 

As  our  high  prieft,  "  He,  by  his  own  blood, 
entered  into  the  holy  place,'*  Heb.  ix.  12;  "  into 
heaven  itfelf,  now  to  appear  in  the  prefence  of 
God  for  us."  Heb.  ix.  24.  Thus  he  entered  the 
holy  of  holies,  and  appears  in  the  prefence  of 
God  for  his  people,  3^  "  he  is  with  us  ^ways  to 
the  world's  end."  Luke  xxviii.  20, 

His  name  Jh  all  he  called  Wonderfid. 

He  is  "  flefh  of  our  flefh,  and  bone  of  our  bone  ;** 
and  therefore  real  man,  perfeft  man,  and  the  fon 
of  man ;  and  yet  he  is  "  a  womi  and  no  man." 
FiaL  xxii.  6^.    Not  a  man,  but  a  thing :  ^'  There- 

B  4  fore 
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fore  alfo  that  holy  thing,   which  fhall .  be  bom 
<^f 't^iee/  ihall  be  called  the  Son  of  God.'*     Luke 


i'.  35. 


His  name/haU  he  called  Wonderful. 


When  he  was  a  child  juft  born,  and  a  fon 
given,  the  government  of  the  church  and  of  the 
whole  world  flood  upon  his  Ihoulders  ;  Ifa.  ix.  6; 
and  yet  he  could  not  walk  alone  himfelf,  but 
had  an  afs  to  carry  him  and-  his  mother  into 
Egypt. 

Hu  namejhall  he  called  fVon/derfuL 


"  All  things  were  made  by  hitn,  and  without 
him  was  not  any  thing  made  that  was  made." 
John  i.  3.  ^^  For  by  him  were  all  things  created 
that  are  in  heaven,  and  that  arc  in  earth,  vifible 
and  invifible,  whether  they  be  thrones,  or  domi-' 
nions,  or  principalities,  or  powers:  all  things 
were  created  by  him,  and  for  him :  and  h&  is  be- 
fore  all  things,  and  by  him  all  things  confift." 
'Col.  i.  l6,  17-  Yea,  even  "  th^  pillars  of  the 
earth  are  the  Lord's,  and  he  hath  fet  the  world 
upon  them/*    1  Sam.  ii.  8u     And  yet  the  earth 

hath  neither  bafcs  nor  pillars ;  this  the  Ycriptures 

•  ■    »  .  ♦      ^ 

witnefs :  '*  He  ftretcheth  out  the  north*  Over-the 
empty  place,  and  hangeth  the  earth  ilpoh  no- 
thing.'* Job  xxvi.  7.  ....'■ 

IHs 


t 


\ 


(  ft.  )> 

'His  namejhall  be  called  Wonierfid.  '  '  . 

His  generation  has  been  moft  faithfully  traced* 
and  publifhed  both  by  Matthew  aijd  Luke ;  one 
of  which  is  exprefsly  ftj^ed,  ^\  The  Book  pf  the 
Generation  of  Jefus  Chrift."  Matt.  i.  1.  Luke  iii.^ 
23.  And  yet  his  generation  never  was,  nor  can' 
be,  declared  either  by  men  or  angels. '  ^'  He  was^' 
taken  from  prifon  and  from  judgment,' and  who 
fhall  declare  his  generation  ?"  Ifa.  liii.'S. 

•  ■  .A 

Hts  namejhall  he  called  Wonderful. 

**  Wifdom  crieth  without;  flie  uttereth  her 
voice  in  the  ftreets ;  Ihe  crieth  in  the  chief  places' 
of  the  concourfe,  in  the  openings  of  the  gates :  in 
the  city  flie  uttereth  Jicr  words,  faying,  How 
•long,  yc.  limple  ones,  will  ye  love  iimpljcity  ? 
and  the  fcorncrs  delight  in  their  fcorning,  and 
fools  hate  knowledge  ?''  Prov.  i.  20 — 22.,  Wif- 
dom  is  here  defcribcd  as  crying,  as  crying  jvitb- 

»  r 

out,  and  as  uttering  her  voice  even  in  the  ftreets ; 
yet  ^^  He  Ihall  not  cry,  nor  lift  up,  nor  cnufe  his 
voice  to  be  heard. in  tJie  ftrcct."  Ifa.  xlii.  2.  And, 
though  many  in  the  great  day  will  "  begin  to  {ay. 
We  have  eaten  and  drunk  in  thy  prpfcnce,  and 
thou  haft:  taucht  in  our  .ilreets  ;  lie  fhall  fay, 
I  tell  you,  I  know  you  not  whence  you  are :  de- 
,part  from  me  all  ye  yvorkers  of  iniquity."  Luke 
xiii.]  26,  27*  And  no  wondei: ;  for,  although  he 
might  Jiavc  taught  in  their  ftreets,  yet  they  never 

heard 
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heard  his  roice  there ;    this  is  witnefled  by  the 
fcriptures  of  truth* 

tSs  namejhall  he  called  Wonderful. 

*'  The  thing  that  hath  Been,  is  that  which  fhall 
be ;  and  that  which  is  done^  is  that  which  ihall  be 
done :  and  there  is  no  new  thing  under  the  fun. 
Is  there  any  thing  whereof  it  may  be  faid.  See, 
this  is  new  ?"  Eccl.  i.  9,  10»  Yet  fure  I  am  that 
there  is  fomething  new  to  be  found.  **  How  long 
wilt  thon  go  about,  O  thou  backfliding  daughter  ? 
For  the  Lord  hath  created  a  new  thing  in  the 
earth,  a  woman  ihall  compafs  a  man."  Jen  xxxi. 
32.  This  was  a  new  thing  promifed  to  the  ante- 
diluvian world — *^  The  feed  of  the  woman  ihall 
bruife  the  ferpenfs  head."  It  is  called  ^  a  new 
thing"  in  the  proph«tic  age ;  and  was  a  new  thing 
in  the  latter  da^  fyr  a  virgin  conceived,  and  a 
virgin  brought  forth  a  fon  ;  and  this  new  thing 
was  done  under  the  fun,  and  muil  for  ever  remain 
a  thing  new,  for  it  never  ihall  be  antiquated, 

ITis  nameJhaU  he  called  Wonderful. 

He  was  fcen  as  the  Son  of  man  by  Daniel,  and 
his  tremendous  appearance  was  that  of  the  Judge 
of  quick  and  dead.  "  I  beheld  till  the  thrones 
were  call  down,  and  the  Ancient  of  days  did  iit, 
whofe  garment  was  white  as  ihow,  and  the  hair 
of  his  head  like  the  pure  wool."  Dan.  vii.  9,  13. 
H^   white  hair  denotes  his  gravity  and  great 

age* 
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age,  which  the  hoary  head  always  proclaims ;  but 
he  was  not  bom  till  four  hundred  years  after  that 
vifion. 

His  Tiamejhall  he  called  Wonderful. 

He  was  feen  by  Adam  and  Eve,  by  Abraham 
and  Sarah ;  by  liOt,  by  Mofes,  by  Jofhua,  and 
Balaam  ;  by  Gideon,  Manoah  and  his  wife ;  by 
thoulands  in  his  lifetime,  and  by  five  hundred 
brethren  at  once  after  his  death ;  and  yet  no  man 
hath  feen  him,  nor  can  fee  him— and  this  the 
fcriptures  aver :  ^'  Keep  this  commandment  with- 
out fpot,  unrcbulcable,  until  the  appearing  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift :  which  in  his  times  he  fhall 
ihew,  who  is  the  blefled  ^nd  only  Potentate,  the 
King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords ;  who  only  hath 
immortality,  dwelling  in  the  light  which  no  maa 
can  approach  unto ;  whom  no  man  hath  feen, 
nor  can  fee :  to  whom  be  honour  and  power  ever* 
Jailing,  Amen."  1  Tim,  vi*  14 — 16. 

His  namejhall  he  called  fVonderfuL 

He  was  the  rlchcft  that  ever  appeared  in  this 
world  ;  there  was  not  one  thing  that  was  not  put 
under  hiq^  for  he  was  the  "  heir  of  all  things/* 
Heb.  i.  2 ;  and  yet ''  the  poor  and  needy  man^" 
Pfal.  cix.  l6.  So  poor  that  he  lived  all  his  life- 
time upon  charitjc,  and  has  been  fupjiorted  by 
alms  almoft  eighteen  hundred  years ;  and  is  fuch 
an  admirey  of  the  liberality  of  his  bcnefaftors, 
4  that 
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that  he  declares  that  even-  a.  cup  of  cold  water 
fliall  never  pafs  iinnoticeJ  nor  unrewarded  by 
him. 

His  name JhaU  bewailed  tVonderfyJ. 

He  performed  the  greateft  exploits  that  ever 
were  performed  in  his  weakeft  ftate,  and  by  his 
weakeft  part;  for  "  he  was  crucified  through 
weaknefs."  2  Cor.  xiii.  4.  He  took  **  the  hand- 
writing that  was  againft  us  out  of  the  way,  nail- 
ing it  to  his  crofs  ;  and,  having  fpoiled  princi- 
palities and  powers,  he  made  a  Ihew  of  them 
openly,  triumphing  over  them-  in  it,'*  or  inhim- 
felf. 

His  namejhall  he  called  WonderfuL 

He  fought  the  greateft  battle,  lingle -handed, 
that  ever  was  fought  in  this  world,  or  that  ever 
will  be  fought.  And,  though  he  was  the  firft  and 
the  only  one  that  fell  by  the  fword  in  the  field  of 
a6lion,  yet,  by  his  own  fall,  he  conquered  all  the 
enemies  that  he  ever  had,  or  ever  will  have,  whe- 
tlicr  in  earth  or  in  hell. 

His  namejhall  he  called  Wmderfuh 

He  is  wonderful  alfo  in  his  family,  which  con- 
fills  of  new-born  babes,  little  children,  young 
men,  an^  fathers :  and  yet  there  is  neither  a  babe 
nor  a  little  child  in  it.  "  There  Ihall  be  no  more 
thence  an  infant  of  days,  nor  an  old  man  that  hath 

not 
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not  filled  his  days :  for  the  child,  fliall  die  an 
hundred  years  old,v  but  the  (inner  being  an  hun- 
dred years  old  fhall  be  accurfed.''  Ifa.  Ixv.  20. 

His  namejhall  he  called  WotiderfuL 

I  fliall  fend,  my  dear  friends,  no  more  of  thefe 
feeming  difcords  at  this  time,  but  leave  you  to 
bring  them  into  harmony,  and  fubfcribe  myfelf, 


Yours  to  ferve  in  Chrift  Jefus, 


W.  IL  S.S, 


END    OF    THK    RIDDLE. 


THE 


EMPIRE    OF    SATAN. 


If  Satan  al/b  he  divided  agamft  hintfelfy  how  JhaU 
his  kingdom ^and?  Luke  xi.  18. 

It  appears,  firom  this  text,  that  the  devils  have  a 
chief,  or  a  head  over  them,  who  is  called  Satan ; 
and  that  the  other  devils  are  his  princes,  as  Beel- 
zebub is  called  the  prince  of  the  devils.  And  we 
read  of  principalities  and  powers  among  the 
devDs,  which  Chrift  fpoiled  by  his  death,  and  tri- 
umphed Over  upon  the  crois. 

There  is  not  one  hint  dropped  in  the  fcriptures 
that  the  devils  ever  fall  out  or  difagree  ;  for,  as 
there  is  no  door  of  hope  opened  to  them,  nor  any 
ground  to  expert  any  favour  from  God,  there  is  no 
place  for  repenting  or  relenting ;  their  mind  is 
hardened  and  fliut  up  under  the  guitt  of  the  un- 
pardonable lin,  and  a  continual  fenfe  of  God*5 
wrath;  and  this  fills  them  with  eternal  hatred 
both  to  God  and  aian. 

Their 
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Their  abode  is  principally  in  the  air.  Eph.  ii.  2. 
Their  palaces  are  the  hearts  of  poor  finners,  as 
Chrift  tells  "us,  "  When  the  ftrong  man  armed 
keepcth  thd^alacc,    his  goods   arc   in   peace." 
Many  are  ttw^l^ays  and  means  by  which  the  devil 
contrives  to  keep  his  pofleffion ;  and  wonderfully 
hath  he  fortified  himfclf  in  the  hearts  of  the  chil- 
dren of  men,  as  appears  by  the  account  of  the  wife 
man  :    *'  There  was  a  little  city,  and  few.  men 
within  it ;  and  there  came  a  great  king  againft  it, 
and  .belieged  it,  and  built  giceat  bulwajck$  againft 
it.     Now  there  was  found  ih  it  a  poor  wife  man, 
and  he 'by  his  wifdom  delivered  the  city;  yet  no 
man  remembered  that  fame  ppor  man.    Then  faid 
I,  Wifdom  is  better  than  .ftrerigth :    heverthelefs 
the  poor  man's  wifdpm  is  dcfpifed,.  and  his  words 
are  not.  heard."  Eccl.  ix.  14— 1'6;     This  little  city 
is  mount  Zion,  and  it.  was  in  the  loins  of  A^ain 
whep  this  great  king  befiegcd  and  took- it. '  The 
bulwarks  of  Satan,  by  which  he'k^cps  pofleflion  of 
his  ftrong  holdsy  are,  .    .  .         , 

Firft,  Darknefs  and  blmdricfs  of  mind.  ^'*  If 
Qur  gofpel  be  hid^  it  is  hid  to  them  thai  are  lofl.; 
in  whom  the  god  of  this  world*  hath  blinded  the 
minds  of  them  which  believe  not,  left  the  light  of 
the  glorious  gofpel  of  Chrifi,  who  is  the  image  of  ' 
Qod,  Ihould  fliine  unto  thein.^*  1  Cor,  iv.  3,  4/ 
Hence  the  kingdom  of  the  beaft,'  or  the  popi/lT 
countries,  arc  faid  to  be  full  of  darknefs.  Rev.  xvi^ 
JO.  And  the  reafon  of  this  is,  becaufe  it  is  full  of 

devils ; 
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devils ;  it  is  called  the  habitation  of  devils,  and 
the  hold  of  every  foul  fpirit.  Rev.  xviii.  2. 

Secondly,  Hatred  to  the  lighfc,  and  a  love  to 
darknefs,  keeps  Satan  in  the  throne  of  the  finner's 
affections.  A  finner  blinded  by  Satan  cannot  en- 
dure the  light  of  diyine  revelation ;  it  difcovers 
the  follies  of  his  life,  the  corruptions  of  his  heart, 
and  the  vanity  of  his  hopes,  and  flafhes  conviAion 
upon  his  confcience ;  on  which  account  he  hates 
it,  and  fuch  an  one  loves  darknefs,  and  is  willingly 
ignorant.  And  fo  ftith  the  Saviour,  "  This  is 
condemnation,  that  light  is  come  into  the  world, 
but  men  love  darknefs  rather  than  light,  becaufe 
their  deeds  are  evil ;  foi-  every  one  that  doth  evil 
hateth  the  light,  nor  will  he  come  to  the  light,  left 
his  deeds  (honld  be  reproved.'"  Nor  are  any  men 
fo  felf-fufficient  in  their  own  efteem,  or  fo  lifted 
up  with  their  knowledge,  as  thofe  that  are  given 
up  to  blindnefs  of  mind,  and  hardnefs  of  heart ; 
witnefs  the  boafted  infallibility  of  the  pope,  of  the 
popifh  clergy,  and  of  the  Jewifh  pharifees,  who 
faid,  even  to  Chrift  himfelf,  "  Are  we  blind  alfo  ? 
If  ye  were  blind,  faith  Jefus,  ye  fhould  not  have 
fin  ;•  but  fince  ye  fay.  We  fee,  therefore  your  fia 
remaineth."  Thofe  tliat  are  fenfible  of  their 
blindnefs  and  ignorance  Chrift  illuminates;  but  to 
thofe  who  boaft  of  their  light  and  knowledge, 
wifdom  and  prudence,  his  myfteries  are  hid ;  for 
they  love  darknefs,  and  he  leaves  them  in  that 
which  they  love.     Such  hate  God,  who  is  light, 

C  and 
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and  Chrifl:  the  true  light,  and  the- glorious  gofpel,. 
which  is  a  light  to  our  feet  and  a  lamp  to  our 
piith,.  and  tlie  ininiftcrs  of  Chrift,  who  are  bum- 
ing  and  fhiuiug  lights,  and  the  children  of  light; 
and  this  is  their  condemnation  ;  and,  being  in  a 
ilatc  of  condemnation,  Satan  keeps  pofltflion  of 
tlieir  hearts,  and  reigns  in  them». 

Thirdly,  Another  -bulwark,,  by  which  Satan- 
keeps  up  his  empire  in  the  hearts  of  the  children 
of  men,  is  tliat  of  fel£-rightcoufnefs.  Every  fub- 
jedl  of  Satan  cats  his  own  bread,  and  wears  hi& 
own  apparel.  Ifa»  iv.  !►  Hence  the  threatening, 
'*  And  it  ^all  cwnc  to  pafs,  in  tlie  day  of  the 
Lerd'5  facfificc,  tliati  vvillpunifh  the  princes  and 
the  king's  children,  and  all  fuch  as  arc  clothed 
with  llrange  apparel."  Zcph.  i.  8..  '*  There  isa 
generation  (fays  God)  that  are  pure  in  their  own 
I'ycs,  and'  yefc  is  net  waiftied  from  their  filtliinefs..'* 
Prov.  XXX.  12.  And  this  wa*  th«  generation  that 
fell,  ia  the  days  of  the  Lord'a  facrifice,  for  not 
being  believers  iniChrift ;  but  it  was  the  bond  chil- 
dren that  fell,  both  by  the  fword  of  the  Chaldeans 
and  of  the  Romans;  for  they  were  ignorant  of  God's- 
righteoutnefs,  and  went  about  to  efrablilh  their 
own  righteoufnefs,  and  fo  ftumblcd  at  that  Hum- 
bling ilone,  and  Chrift  became  a  rock  of  offence 
to  them.  And  furc  I  am  tshat  there  ia  nothiag 
under  heaven  that  founds  lb  difguftful  in  the  ears 
of  a  child  of  God  as  the  b^aiting  and  lying  of 
fcltrighteaus  fouls ;  '^  All  thefc  things  have  I  kept 

froni 
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from  ray  youth  up  (fays  one),  what  kck  1  yet  ?'! 
"  Stand  by  thyfclf,  come  not  near  to  me,  for  I  am 
holier  than  thou.**  '^  Lo,  thefc  many  years  do  I 
ferve  thee,  and  never  at  any  time  tranfgrefled  I 
thy  commandment,  and  yet  thou  niever  gaveft  me 
a  kid  that  I  might  make  mert)'  with  my  friends  :'* 
And,  if  fuch  come  into  a  profeffion  of  religion> 
being  drawn  by  the  novelty  of  the  docSlrine,  the 
perfuafion  of  friends,  or  by  the  fluency  of  the 
preacher,  they  keep  the  poor  web  of  their  own 
weaving  clofe  about  them ;  and,  if  at  any  time 
common  convidlions  lay  hold  of  them,  they  will 
immediately  take  fome  of  the  Saviour's  new  cloth 
to  patch  their  old  garment  with  (for  they  cannot 
venture  upon  Chrift  alone),  and  fo  *'  wear  a  gar- 
ment of  linen  and  woollen  together;'*  Deut.  xxii* 
1 1 ;  and  by  this  method  the  rent  is  made  worfe. 
How  was  the  apoftolic  church  peftered  with  thcfe 
felf-rightcous  perfons  !  it  was  thefe  that  wanted 
the  law  of  Mofes  and  circumcifion  enforced  upon 
the  young  Gentile  difciples;  they  believed  in 
Jefus,.  but  they  were  all  zealous  of  the  law,  not 
of  the  gofpel.  Falfe  brethren  they  are  called,  and 
they  came  in  privily  to  fpy  out  the  liberty  of  the 
iaints,  that  they  might  bring  them  into  bondage. 
Every  fubjcft  of  Satan's  kingdom  is  a  felf-righte- 
ous  pcrfon,  whether  in  the  church  or  out  of  it, 
and,  will  be  difcovercd  as  fuch  fooner  or  later. 
"  And,  when  the  king  came  in  to  fee  the.gucfts, 
he  faw  there  a  man  which  had  not  on  a  wedding 
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garment :    and  he  faith  unto  him,  Friend,  how 
cameft  thou  in  hither,  not  having  on  a  wedding 
garment  ?  and  he  was  fpeechlefs.     Then  faid  the 
king  to  the  Icrvants,  Bind  him  hand  and  foot,  and 
take  him  away,  and  caft  him  into  outer  darknefs ; 
there  ftiall  be  weeping  and  gnafliing  of  teeth." 
Matt  xxii.  11 — 13.     This  wedding  garment  is 
lite  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  which  God  imputes  td 
all  believers ;  and  it  is  no  other,  as  will  appear 
plainly    by  comparing  the   following  texts   to- 
gether: *^  Let  us  be  glad  and  rejoice,  and  give 
honour  to  him  :  for  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb  is 
come,  and  hi^  wife  hath  made  herfelf  ready.  *  And 
to  her  was  granted  that  fhe  fliould  be  arrayed  in 
fine  linen,  clean  and  white :  for  the  fine  linen  is 
the  righteoufnefs  of  the  faints,     Blefled  are  they 
which  are  called  to  the  marriage  fuppcr  of  the 
Lamb.     And  he  faid  unto  me,  Thefe  are  the  true 
fayings  of  God.'*    Rev.  xix.  7 — Q.     Now  gofpel 
Zion  will  tell  us  what  this  fine  linen  is;   for  ll^e 
triumphs  wonderfully  on  the  day  of  her  efpoufals. 
*"  I  will  greatly  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  my  foul  fhall 
be  joyful  in  my  God;    for  be  hath  clothed  mc 
with  the  garments  of  falvation,  he  hath  covered 
me  with  the  robe  of  righteoufnefs,    as  a  bridc- 
j;room  decketh  himfelf  with  omaments,  and  as  a 
bride  adorneth  herfelf  with  her  jewels."  Ifa.  Ixi. 
10.     Fi-om  this  bed  robe  the  felf-righteous  Jews 
were  excluded,  which  was  the  hcavieft  judgment 
that  ever  fell  upon  them ;  for  it  terminated  in  the 
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defolation  of  their  cities,  and  in  the  utter  difper^ 
fion  oWicmfelves ;  and  fo  it  was  predi<fted :  **  Re- 
proach hath  broken  my  heart,  and  I  am  full  of 
heavinds:  and  I  looked  for  ibme  to  take  pity, 
but  there  was  none ;  and  for  comforters,  bat  I 
fotmd  none.  They  gave  me  alfo  gall  for  my 
meat ;  and  in  my  thirft  they  gave  me  vinegar  to 
drink.  liCt  their  table  [or  altar]  become  a  fnare 
before  them ;  and  ki  that  which  fhonld  hiave 
been  for  their  welfare  become  a  trap*  Let  their 
eyes  be  darkened,  that  they  fee. not;  andmak<) 
their  loins  continually  to  fhake^  Pour  ojit  thine 
indignation  upon  tlicm,  and  let  thy  wrathful  an- 
ger take  hold  of  them.  Let  their  habitations  be 
defolate,  and  let  none  dwell  in  their  tent^  For 
they  perfecute  him  whom  thou  hafl  fmitten  ;  an4 
they  talk  to  the  grief  of  thoie  whom  thou  haft 
wounded.  Add  iniquity  to  their  iniquity,  and  let 
them  not  come  into  thy  riglitcoufncfs.''  Plal.  Ixix. 
20,  21,  &c.  And  who  does  the  Saviour  palm. 
thefe  upon  that  are  not  to  come  into  his  righte- 
oufnefs  ?  He  palms  them  all  upon  Satan;  nor  will 
he  allow  them  to  call  themfelves  Jews :  "  I  kitow 
the  blafphemy  of  them  which  Tay  they  are  Jews, 
and  are  not,  but  are  the  fynagogue  of  Satan*'*  Rev, 

ii.  9- 

But  that  which  appears  more  fhocking  is,  that 

tliere  are  whole  churches,  fo  called,  even  in  gof- 
pel  days,  that  are  deftitute  c^,  and  Utter  ftranget^ 
to,  the  imputed  rightepufnefs  of  Jefus  Chrifi ;  of 
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which  he  much  complains.  *^  Becaufe  tliou  fay- 
clt,  I  am  richj  and  increafed  with  goods,  and  have 
need  of  nothing ;  and  knoweft  not  that  thou  art 
wretched,  and  miferable,  and  poor,  and  blind^ 
and  naked.'*  Rev.  iii.  17.  She  was  wretched, 
being  deftitute  of  grace  aiid  truth  ;  fhe  was  mi- 
ferable, being  in  her  lin  and  under  the  curfe  of 
God ;  fhe  was  poor,  being  deftitute  of  that  faith 
which  lays  hold  upon  the  true  riches ;  fhe  was 
blind,  being  ignorant  of  the  anointing  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft;  and  naked,  being  without  the  wedding 
garment* 

Fourthly,  Tlic  next  prop  of  the  devil's  king- 
dom is  falfe  confidence.  Satin  influences  the 
mind  of  the  vsrretched  finner  with  an  infernal  pcr- 
fuafion,  and  a  firm  confidence  in  things  which 
are  arrant  lies ;  as  it  is  written,  "  His  coming  is 
after  the  working  of  Satan,  with  all  power,  and 
ligns,  and  lying  wonders,  and  with  all  deceiv- 
ablenefs  of  unrighteoufnefs  in  them  that  perifh  ; 
becaufc  they  received  not  the  love  of  the  truth, 
that  they  might  be  favcA  And  for  this  caufc 
God  fhall  fend  tliem  llrong  dclufions,  that  they 
Should  believe  a  lie;  that  they  all  might  be 
damned  who  believed  not  the  truth."  2  ThefT.  ii. 
9 — 12.  Eyeiy  fubje6l  of  Satan's  kingdom,  except  a 
few  who  are  in  black  defpair,  are  equipped  with 
this  diabolical  faith  ;    and  this  was  the  firft  feed 

• 

which  the  devil  fowed  in  the  mind  of  Eve  :*  ^*  Ye 

ihall  not  furely  die."  This  was  Satan's  lie,  and  flie 
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"bdlicved  it,  and  made  trial.  Oh,  what  a  crop 
liath  that  feed  produced  !  What  a  great  matter 
hath  that- little  fire  kindled!  This  falfe  con- 
fidence is  the  deceived  fiimer'S  right  hand,  by 
which  he  feeds  h'imfclf  with  his  own  deceivings, 
and  with  which  he  holds  fall:  txcvy  lie  that  Satan 
T^egcts  in  Ins  heart ;  this  gives  Satan  fuH  polTeffion 
of  his  foul ;  nor  can  he  deliver  himfclf  from  tiis 
poffcflbr,  nor  docs  he  deffire  it :  "  He  feedeth  on 
ajfhes^  a  deceived  heart  'hath  turned  him  afide, 
that  he  cannot  deliver  his  foul,  nor  fay,  Is  there 
not  a  lie  in  my  right  hand  ?"  Ifa.  xliv.  20.  This 
is  the  right  liand  and  the  high  arm  of  every  ido- 
later, lieretic,  'h}^ocrite,  pharifee,  formalift,  or 
licathen,  tliat  is,  or  ever  fhall  be,  found  in  the 
dominions  of  Satan.  AH  the  mirriflcrs  in  the 
world  coruld  never  move  nor  ftaggcr  the  confi- 
dence of  oneln  fuch  a  flxong  delufion.  Thoufands 
x)(  the  Ifradites  fled  at  the  command  of  Mofcs,  but 
Corah  and  Dathan  Hood  their  ground ;  they  knew 
that  their  caufe  was  good,  and  their  doArine  true; 
namely,  fliat.fhe  people  were  all  hbly,  evepyone  ' 
of  them. 

The  Roman  centurion  fmote  his  'breaft  at  the 
crucifixion  of  Chrift ;  the  difciples  wept ;  Pilot 
waihcd  his  hands  from  the  blood  of  Chrift ;  and 
the  very  dead  which  flept  arofe,  many  which  ^be- 
held the  fight  fmote  their  'breafts  and  returned : 
but  not  fo  the  fcribes  and  'j/harifces ;  fliey  were  at 

a  point ;  they  Imew  that  they  were  doing  God  fcfr- 
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vice ;  their  confidence  could  venture  the  rilk  both 
of  therafclves  and  their  poftcrity :  "  Let  his  blood 
be  on  us,  and  on  our  children."  Difcourfcs  from 
a  pulpit,  that  would  make  a  hundred  real  be- 
lievers tremble,  would  never  undeceive  one  thus 
given  up  and  ilrcngthened  by  Satan  to  believe  a 
lie :  you  may  make  him  ftorm,  but  yoft  will  ne- 
ver make  him  ftagger :  "  A  wife  man  fcarcth,  and 
departeth  frmn  evil ;  but  tlie  fool  ragelh,  and  is 
confident."  Prov.  xiv.  l6.  There  are  none  more 
fure  of  heaven  than  fuch,  nor  arc  there  any  farther 
from  it.  It  was  a  proverb  among  .the  Jews,  that, 
if  but  two  were  faved,  the  one  would  be  a  fcrib^ 
and  the  other  a  pharifce.  If  this  was  the  common 
people's  opinion,  what  mufl  be  their  own  ?  But 
they  were  farther  from  it  than  publicans  and  hai'- 
.lots.  In  their  own  account  they  are  fure  to  he 
firft,  but  in  God*s  account  they  arc  always  laft. 
^*  There  are  laft  that  fliall  be  iSrft,  and  firft  laft;  for 
many  be  called,  but  few  chofcn."  The  full  aflur- 
ance  of  faith  in  the  brightcft  fainf  never  ftands 
fo  unmoveable  as  the  falfe  confidence  of  a  hypo* 
crite ;  for  the  beft  of  men  have  been  fl  raitejicd 
and  bound:in  fpirit  at  times,  and  fometimes  evea 
on  their  death-bed :  but  not  fo  tlus  fubjeA  of  Sa- 
tan's kingdom;  **  for  there  are  no  bands  in  •their 
deathj  but  their  ftrength  is  firm."  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  4. 
And  well  may  their  flxength  be  fiim,  when  the 
firong  man  armed  keeps  tlie  palace.  Satan  is  not 
divided  againft  himfelf — all  his  defire  of  fifting 
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the  faints  is  only  to  fhake,  weaken,  or  blow  away 
the  grace  of  faith  ;  but  he  exerts  all  his  might  in 
the.  fupport  of  a  faith  that  is  of  his  own  begetting. 
Doeis  the  ^th  of  a  faint  lay  hold  of  a  treafure  in 
the  heavens,  the  hypocrite  will  rife  Jieariy  as  high 
in  imagination  as  the  faint  does  in  confidence. 
"  The  trmmphing  of  the  wicked  is  Ihort,  and  the 
joy. of  the  hypocrite  but  for  a  moment;  though 
his  excellency  mount  up  to  the  heavens,  and  his 
head  reach  unto  the  clouds,  yet  he  fhall  periih 
for  ever."  Job  xx.  5,  6.  And  it  is  often  fcen  that 
the  confidence  of  fuch '  men  lives  as  long  as  they 
do ;  ^^  His  confidence  is  rooted  out  of  his  taber- 
nacle when  he  comes  to  the  king  of  terrors;'*  Job 
xviii.  14 ;  but  not  till  then:  nor  do  I  believe  that 
this  king  of  terrors  is  temporal  ^cath,  for  fome  of 
.^em  have  no  bands  in  that ;  but  the  fecond  death, 
'  or  eternal  d(*ath,  mufl  root  up  every  refuge  of  lies; 
for  in  hell  they  lift  up  their  eyes,  and,  being  in 
torment,  they  are  obliged]  to  Cafl  away  their  con- 
fidence. 

Fifthly^  Anotlicr  bond  of  iniquity,  that  binds 
the  fubjedl  of  Satan  to  his  fovereign,  is.  carnal  fe- 
curity  or  falfe  peace ;  for,  fo  fure  as  the  faints  keep 
the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace,  fo 
fure  does  Satan  hold  hisfubjedts  to  himfelf  in  the 
cordsof  their,  fins,  and  in  a  peaceable  confcience: 
and  to  this  agrees  the  Saviour ;  ^^  When  a  flrong 
Plan  armed  keepeth  his  palace,  his  goods  are  in 
peace.    But,  wlicu  a  flronger  than  he  ihall  .come 

■  "  upon 


<    a6    ) 

ispon  him  and  overcome  him,  he  taketh  from  him 
all  his  armour  wherein  he  trufted,  and  divideth 
hisfpoils.**  Lukexi.  21,  22.  Here  we  may  fee 
that  Satan  ufes  all  the  armour  and  artillery  that 
he  is  matter  of  in  keeping  his  poffeffion  of  the 
finner ;  and  he  maintains  his  hold  by  keeping  his 
confcience  in  a  falfe  peace  :  which  peace  confifts 
of  liardnefs  of  heart,  lie  is  paft  feeling ;  in  tilind- 
ocfs  of  mind,  he  fees  nat  his  danger ;  and  in 
compofing  the  foul  with  a  benumbing  Aupidity, 
which  keeps  it  infenfible ;  fo  that,  as  the  propjiet 
fays,  ^  they  are  caft  into  a.  deep  fleep,  they  lie 
down  and  love  to  fluraber.'"  Ifa.  Iv-  10.  Thefc 
arc  cither  at  eafc  in  Zion,  or  at  cafe  in  the 
world ;  they  ar^  never  emptied  from  vcflel  to 
vcflel,  they  fettle  on  their  lees ;  tliey  are  not  in 
any  trouble  as  others,  nor  arc  they  plagued  like 
other  men.  Tliis  is  tlie  dc"\'irs  ftate-bed ;  and  Sa- 
tan has  got  more  to  guard  rt,  and  to  keep  him  in 
quiet  poffeffion  of  it,  than  ever  Solomon  had  in 
all  his  glory :  every  atnbaffador  from  the  infernal 
regions  is  feiit  with  tlie  fame  cry  to  the  finncr'e 
ears  as  tliat  which  the  devil  malntahis  in  the  fin- 
ner*s  heart.  If  any  judgment,  fuddcn  fear,  or 
iinexpc6led  calamity  come  on,  fo  as  to  ai^oufc  tl>c 
finner  but  in  the  leaft  degree,  thefe  ambafladors 

■ 

are  called  in :  as  it  is  written,  "  Thus  faith  llie 
Lord  concerning  the  prophets  that  make  my  peo- 
ple err,  that  bite  with  their  teeth,  and  cry,Fcace: 

and  he  that  puttcth  not  into  their  moulhs,  they 
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■ 

even  prepare  war  againft  him.''  Micah  iii.  5. 
Ahab  was  a  gieat  admirer  of  thefe  good  tidingsj 
The  devil  had  taught  all  his  four  hundred  and  fifty 
prophets  to  fend  Ahab  to  Ranioih  Gilcad  in  the 
poiTeilion  of  this  peace.  Only  one  prophet  be- 
longing to  another  mailer  Hood  out ;  but  they 
prepared  war  againft  him,  and  God  prepared  war 
againft  Ahab  and  them  too.  Thefe  ambafladors 
are  generally  called  builders  np,  and  they  cer- 
tainly are  great  fupports  to  the  devil's  kingdom, 
and  labour  hard  to  ftop  up  every  breach  that 
Chrift  makes  in  it ;  and  of  this  God  complains : 
**  For  every  one  from  the  Icaft  even  to  the  grehteft 
is  given  to  covetoufnefs ;  from  the  prophet  even 
unto  the  prieft  every  one  dcaleth  falfely.  For 
they  have  healed  the  hurt  of  the  daughter  of  my 
people  flightly,  faying,  Peace,  peace ;  when  there 
is  no  peace.'*  Jer.  viii.  10,  11.  Thefe  are  Satan's 
mcflcngcrs  and  Jezebel's  rockers.  He  fent  four 
hundred  and  fifty  to  that  daughter  of  his,  and  ihe 
kept  them  at  her  own  cxpenfe.  Many  ix^medies 
alfo,  as  well  as  meflengers,  are  made  ufe  of  to 
keep  confcicnpe  compofed  and  Satan  in  quiet; 
fuch  as  kerchiefs  and  pillows;  Ezek.  xiii.  18; 
untempcrcd  mortcr,  and  daubing  with  it ;  Ezek. 
xiii.  10;  biting  and  ftamping;  waging  war  with 
every  one  that  founds  an  alarm,  or  cries  fire; 
forms  of  prayer,  and  daily  and  hourly  talks ;  the  ' 
facrament  at  a  dying  hour ;  fiilt  fiih  in  Lent ;  and 
innocent  amufemcnts,  cards  and  plays ;  concerts 
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of  facred  mufic  And  holy  water ;  extreme  un6lioii^ 
human  abfolution,  and  ecclefiafiical  authority; 
fadings  and  pilgrimages.  AH  thefe,  and  the 
power  of  the  ftrong  man  too,  are  little  enough  at 
to  keep  Satan*s  courts  in  peace. 

Thelixth  pillar  of  Satan's  kingdom  is  a  falfe 
hope.  There  arc  no  hypocrites  in  the  world, 
except  thofc  few  in  black  defpair,  but  what  are 
buoyed  up  with  a  falfe  hope ;  which  hope  centers 
in  the  flefti,  and  is  founded  on  human  perfor- 
mances ;  and  as  a  man  abounds  in  dead  works^  fa 
he  abounds  in  hope ;  and,  when  he  obtains  a  vain 
I'uppolitioa  that  he  exceeds  all  others  in  human 
merit,  this  ralfcs  him  to  the  full  afflirance  of 
hope  ;  and  ihcy,  in  their  expectation  of  the  great 
reward,  exceed  in  firmncfs  due  half  of  the  chil- 
dren of  God;  nor  is  iheir  hope  clogged  with 
thofe  doubts  and  fears  which  are  often  raifed 
about  the  flate  of  ihofe  endowed  with  a  good 
hope  through  grace ;  for,  although  Satan  often 
fuggefts  to  fuch  that  they  are  hypocrites,  and  that 
their  faith  and  hope  are  vain,  yet  he  never  preaches 
this  do(ftrine  to  thofe  to  whom  alone  it  is  appli- 

• 

cable,  Jfor  he  is  not  divided  againft  himfelf ;  if  he 
was,  how  Ihould  his  kingdom  fland  ?  Eftablifh- 
cd  in  Ihis  falfe  hope,  and  equipped  with  this  ex- 
pectation, many  will  approach  even  the  gate  of 
life,  and  that  with  boldnefs :  "  Strive  to  enter  in 
at  the  ftrait  gate ;  for.  many,  I  fay  unfo  you,  will 
feek  to  enter  in,  and  flisall  not  be  able."  Luke  xiii,- 
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24.  The  fooUHi  virgins  had  no  other  anchor 
than  this  when  they  cried,  "  Lord,  Lord,  opeix 
to  lis/'  If  ever  fiich  hypocrites  have  ^ny  doubts 
or  fears  about  them,  it  is  when  the  clamours  of 
confciencc,  through  the  judgments  of  God,  found 
too  loud  to  be  drowned  by  the  cry  of,  Peace, 
peace ;  but  even  then,  when  the  alarm  is  pair, 
they  appear  the  more  fleadfaft.  A  falfe  hope .  t& 
the  cockatrice  egg,  and  human  merit  is  the  fpider's 
web.  Ifa.  lix.  5.  But,  when  the  wrath  of  God  en- 
ters the  confcience,  the  tjgg  will  be  crufhed,  and 
then  out  comes  the  viper ;  the  curfe  of  God  will- 
break  the  egg,  and  the  flames  of  hell  will  con- 
fume  the  web.  "  The  hypocrite's  liope  fhall  perifti ; 
wbofe  hope  Ihall  he  cut  off,  and  whofctrufl:  fhaU 
be  a  fpider  s  web."  Job  viii.  14. 

The  feventh  bulwark,  by  which  the  devil  fup- 
ports  his  empire  in  the  heart,  is  human  wifdom. 
Satan  has  no  fools  in  his  kingdom,  though  God 
hath  few  elfe  in  his.  "  We  are  fools  for  Chrift's 
fake,"  fays  Paul ;  yea,  and  all  miifl:  become  fools 
before  they  are  made  wife,  and  fools  afterwards 
too,  for  they  know  nothii"tg  of  ihcmfelves.  But 
not  lb  the  fubjedls  of  Satan,  ^^  for  the  children  of 
this  world  arc  wifer  in  tlieir  ..generation  than  the 
children  of  light"  Luke  xvi.  8*  There  arc  no 
more  tlian  two  fucceeding  generations — the  chil- 
dren of  God,  and  the  children  of  the  devil ;  fo 
that  it  is  in  the  generation  of  vipers  that  thi^ 
wifdom  lies.     All  the  followers  of  Chrift  which 
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he  had  bleflcd  fell  under  tlie  fentcncc  of  thdc 
wife  men  among  the  Jews :  *'  This  people  that 
know  not  the  law  are  curfed.  Thou  wart  alto- 
gether bom  in  iin,  and  doil  thou  teach  us  ?  and 
they  call  him  out."  Thcfe  wife  ones  can  tell  you 
the  origin  of  the  world  better  than  he  who  made 
it,  if  you  can  believe  them  ;  they  will  give  you  a 
defcription  of  the  eternity  of  matter,  though  they 
will  not  allow  him  to  be  eternal  that  made  the 
world.  John  i.  3.  They  liave  found  out  that 
cvcrj'  ftar  is  a  habitable  world,   and  they  have  t  ■ 

multiplied  heavens  as  fart  as  the  papirts  have  mul- 
tiplied me^liators,  which  liever  liad  any  exiftencc 
but  In  their  brains ;  thc}^  have  given  to  the  globe 
of  the  earth  fuch  velocity  of  motion  as  all  the 
weights  and  machinery  in  the  world  could  nevct 
give  to  a  wheel,  nor  all  the  nitre  upon  earth  give 
to  a  ihot ;  they  have  afciibed  fuch  intelligence 
and  influence  to  the  planets,  that  they  can  tell 
you  at  Chriftmas  when  it  will  rain  and  when  it 
will  Ihine  all  the  year  round ;  nay  more,  they 
will  caft  your  nativity  by  them,  and  read  your 
fate  or  deftiny,  fo  that  you  may  know  your  end 
from  the  beginning  without  going  to  T:he  g>'plics ; 
fo  profound  in  knowledge  are  tliefe  whofe  **  wif-  . 
dom  is  earthly,  fenfual,  and  devihih." 

And,  if  Satan  fows  a  crop  of  thefe  tares  among 
the  Lord's  wheat  in  order  to  anfwer  fome  future 
purpofe,  their  wifdom  is  ftill  retained ;  they  are 
no  lefs  than  the  children  of  the  wicked  one, 
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though  they  are  mixed  among  the  children  of  the 
kingdom.  They  may  be  known  by  their  noife^ 
for  they  are  fwift  to  fpeak  and  flow  to  hear ;  James 
i.  19 ;  by  their  ftation  alfo,  for  there  is  none  of 
this  fort  that  are  fervants  of  all,  or  fervants  of 
any ;  they  are  all  mafiers,  that  they  may  receive 
the  greater  condemnation.  James  iii,  K  This* 
fort  muft  not  be  fought  for  in  the  lower  room, 
but  in  the  higheft  feat.  Satan  fends  no  under- 
ftrappers,  fuch  as  he^^s  or  fellow-helpers  to  tlie- 
truth;  thofe  that  he  fent  into  the  church  i» 
Paul's  days  were  all  apoftles.  2  Cor.  xi.  13.  Rcv^ 
it,  2.  They  are  like  Pharaoh's  ftatefmen,.  the  fon& 
of  the  wife,  the  foi>s  of  ancient  kings  (Hk.  xix.  1 1); 
and  true  enough,  for  we  know  of  no  kings  upoa 
earth  fo  ancient  as  devils.  A  fubjetft  orChrift'*s 
kingdom  muft  compare  himfelf  with  the  fcrip- 
tupcs,  and  he  that  doth  fo  finds  himfelf  foolilh 
cnougb ;.  but  Satan's  fubje6ls  compare  therafel ves 
with  thcmfehres,  and  Paul  fays  they  are  not  wife : 
but  I  fay  tlicy  arc  *'  wiier  tiian*  fevcn  men  that  can 
render  a  rcafon." 

Eighthly,  The  higlief!  ftate  of  majefty  in  Sa- 
tan's empire  is  pridfc,  it  was  this  that  lifted  hin> 
up  to  his  prefent  dignity  r  *^  Not  a  novice,"  fays . 
Paul',  "  left  being  lifted  up  with  pride,  he  fall  into 
the  condemnation  of  the  devil."  1  Tim.  iii.  6. 
When  a  fpark  of  this  exalting  light  lliines  into 
the  head  of  one  of  thefe  wife  fubjc6ls,  wliat  won- 
ders do  they  difeover?   Not  a41  the  faints  upon 
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earth  can  efteem  others  fo  much  better  than  them* 
felveSy  as  thefe  efteem  themfclves  better  than 
others.  -  The  hardefl  talk  that  you  can  impofe 
upon  fuch  meiii  is  to  fet  them  down  at  the  foot  of 
another  to  be  taught ;  nor  doth  any  thing  exer- 
cife  their  patience  more,,  than  to  keep  filencc 
while  anotlier  fpeaks^  they  are  to  be  known  by 
"  a  multitude  of  words.'* 

They  take  after  their  father  for  aiSduity ;  they 
go  to  and  fro  in  the  earth,  and  walk  up  and  down 
in  it ;  and  whcrewr  the  fons  of  Gpd  aflemblc 
fomc  of  thefe  are  fure  to  prei'cnt  themfelves  before 
the  Lord  ;  not  to  get  inftrudUon,  for  that  is  not 
poffible ;  they  go  rather  to  correct  miftakes  and  to 
try  th€^  fpirits.  Thofe  that  followed  the  Saviour 
only  fet  him  to  rights  when  they  thought  he  was 
wrong :  *^  How  can  this  man  give  us  his  flefh  to 
cat  r*  "  This  is  a  hard  faying,  who  am  hear  it  !** 
*•  Thou  beareft  record  of  thyfelf,  thy  record  is  not 
true."  **  He  is  mad,  why  hear  yc  hire  ?"  And,  if 
any  wonderful  difplay  of  fupernatural  power  ap- 
peared, they  afcribcd  the  glory  to  none  but  theif 
own  father :  "  He  doth  it  by  Beelzebub  the  prince 
of  the  devils."  Agur  was  never  half  fo  brutilh 
in  his  own  eyes  as  thefe  arc  angelic  in  theirs. 
The  everlafting  gofpel  is  called  foolifhnefs,  and 
omnipotence  is  termed  weakncfs  by  them ;  but 
**  the  foolilhncfs  of  God  is  wifer  than  men,  and  the 
weaknefs  of  God  is  flronger  than  men,"  1  Cor. 
i.  25.  The  fcorner's  chair  is  the  higheft  bench 
6  in 
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in  Satan's  kingdom ;  he  that  mounts  that  feat  is 
upon  the  pinnacle^  above  the  ground,  and  above 
all  about  him,  and  of  courfe  neareft  to  him  that 
is  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air. 

The  next  in  power  to  devils  are  fin  and  death ; 
fin  reigns  unto  death,   and  death  reigned  from 
Adam  to  Mofes,  and  from  Mpfes  till  now.    To 
keep  up  the  government  of  thefe  two  is  the  chief 
of  Satan's  labour,  whether  it  be  in  his  fubjedls  or 
by  them.     And,  when  the  Saviour  ihall  raife  his 
own  fiunily,  and  change  them  and  fafhion  them 
like  unto  his  own  glorious  body,  then  fhall  the 
works  of  the  devil  be  efFeftually  deftroyed ;  and 
both  fin  and  death,  which  came  by  Satan,  fliall 
be  the  everlafting  defi:ru6lion  of  himfelf  and  of 
all  that  die  in  his  inlereft.     Then  fhall  Satan  and 
all  his  infernal  principalities  and  powers,  together 
with  fin  and  death,  and  all  dead  finners,  depart  to-* 
gether ;  they  fliall  go  with  the  devil  and  his  angels 
into  their  everlafting  habitations,  far  enough  from 
Chrift  and  from  all  the  fubjedts  of  his  kingdom. 
Then  fliall  be  brought  to  pafs  this  faying,  "  God 
taketh  the  wife  in  their  own  craftinefs,  and  the 
counfel  of  the  froward  is  carried  headlong.** 


THE    END. 
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But^  if  I  wifh  ihe  finger  of  God  cafi  cut  devils^  w  • 
d&uht  the  kingdom  of  God  u  cfim^  yfon  ^oth 

Luke  sgL.  20* 

oiN  entered  into  the  worid  by  Satan^  and  death' 
entered  by  fin.  Sin  feparated  between  Glod  antf 
our  folds :  but  the  incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God 
brought  our  nature  back  to  God,  which  lin  had 
ieparated ;  and  the  blood  of  Chriil  made  us  nighj 
whoQi  wicked  works  bA  made  far  off.  Sin  had 
its  beginning  by  the  tree  of  knowledge,  i^nd  it  had 
its  end  on  the  accurfed  tree.  Adam  filmed  a£A 
died^  and  paradife  was  loft ;  Chrift  wais  made  fin 
and  died,  and  a  beller  pandife  was  gained.  l%ii 
woman,  being  firft  in  the  tranfgreflion,  was  col^ 
denmed  to  forrow  in  child-  bearing*,  and  that  ibr^ 
row  brought  forth  the  woman's  great  deliv^r^. 
6in  is  the  fole  eaufe  of  all  our  oaifery,  and  a  itt^ 
of  this  mifery  renders  us  proper  obje6ls  of  Grod"^ 
mercy.    By  fin  and  death  Satan  aimed  at  the  etcr-* 
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nal  dcftru(3ion  of  men,  and  fin  and  death  will  be 
the  eternal  deftrudlion  of  Satan.    Nothing  pleafed 
S^tan  fo  well  as  bringing  tnJinkind  under  the  fen- 
tcnce  of  death ;  and  that  fentence  executed  upon 
Chri(^  bruifed  Satan  s  heads  end  he  himiblf  .^nd 
his  works  were  deftroyed  in  the  fame  nature  that 
he  had  ruined.      By.  the  incarnation  of  Chrift 
grace  and  mercy  come  to  men,  and  bj  the  death 
of  Chrift  honour  is  brought  to  the  juftice  and  ho- 
hrtefs  of  God.      Satan  is  degraded,  lin  is  con- 
demrfed  in  Chrift's  flefh,  and  the  finner  is  favcd ; 
aiid  yet  God  appears  juft  when  he  juftifies  the 
ungodly.     Sin  is  freely  pardoned,  and  yet  venge- 
ance is  talcen  of  our  inventions;   forgiving  and* 
cleonfing  is  of  fiee  grace,  and  yet  God  is  faithful 
and  jufl  in  forgiving  and  cleapfing ;  the  finner  is 
bought  with  a  price,  and  yet  favcd  and  glorified 
by  finec  grace.      Sin  brought  us  all  undc^:  ihe 
wrath  of  God,   but  in  pouring  that  wrath  upon 
Chrift  cverlafting   love  was-  difplayed  to  men- 
All  the  works  of  devils  hzive  been  to  deftroy  hu- 
num  nature>   and  by  a  judge  in  human  nature 
iMl  all  devils  be  judged  and  deftroyed-      Dcrvils 
jnc  the  accni^lB  of  the  brethren,  and  the  brethren 
ihall  be  the  judgjss  of  the  devils.     Men,  afpiring 
to  be  like  gods^  fell  under  the  dpminion  of  fallen 
ft°0^l8;  Chrift,  by  being  made  a  little  lower  than 
the  angels  of  light,  raifed  us  to  an  honour  above 
ibeoi. 

.    iChriftfpoiled  principalities;  and  therefore  fome 

fpoila 


fpbils  but  of  the  dcvir^  kingdom  the  Lord  Jcfyfe 
Chrift  muft  have,  according  to  an  ancient  ftipu^ 
latiou,  'Tbefe  are ;  the  obje6ls  of  his  love,  the 
piircbafe  of  his  blood,  and  therefore  muft  be  the 
trophies  of  his  vidlory.  He  is  not  to  have  theib 
without  a  price,  nor  will  they  fubmit  to  him 
without  con^ueft.  **  He  ihall  fee  of  the  travail 
of  his  foul,  aixl'fhallbe  iatiafiedi  by  his  know* 
ledge  ihall  my  righteous  fervant  juftify  many ;  fbt 
he  fhall  bear  their  iniquities.  Therfcfore  will  I 
tdivide  him  a  portion  with  the  great,  and  he  ihall 
divide  the  fpoil  with  the  fitong ;  becaufe  he  hath 
poured  oUt  his  foul  unto  death/'  I&r  Uii.  1 1^  12* 
A  portion  with  the  grfeal,  is  fome  few  fdedied 
.fttbjedls  out  of  the  kingdoms  of  the  great  poten- 
tBtes  Upon  eartib ;  and  the  fpoil  that  he  is  to  di« 
vide  with  the  ftroiig^  ace  God's  own  eled^,  whic^ 
were  given  bnto  hini,  and  which  he  takes  by  the 
dint  of  bis  fword  from  tlfb  ftcong  man  armed« '  Ht 
begins  his  conqueit) 

Firft,  By  the  light  of  hia  countenance; 

Secondly,  By  the  edge  of  the  fword*  ''  The 
people  that  walked  in  darknefs  have  feen  a  great 
light :  they  that  dwell  in  the  land  of  the  ifaadow 
of  death,  upQn  them  hath  the  light  ihined.*'  Ifa. 
ix.  2.  This  is  the  iirft  attack  upon  the  ftrong 
man's  palace^  ahd  is  called  the  finner  s  tranila* 
tion :  for  ib  it  is  written,  '^  Who  hath  delivered 
us  (torn  the   {K)NVer  of  darknefs^  and  hath  tranf-> 
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Jated  u»  into  the  kingdom  of  Kis  €foa>  8dn/*   Col. 

Secondly,  The  edge  rf  hi*  fword*  ^^  In  that 
day  t!ie  Lord,  with  his  fore  afid  great  and  &rong 
fword,  ihall  puniili  leviathan,  the  picrcirig  fec- 
Tpint,  even  leviathan,  that  crooked  ferpent }  and 
he  Ihall  flay  the  dragon  that  is  in  the  fea.'*  Ifir* 
xxvii.  1.  lliis  light  dnrages  the  deVil,  and.k 
Mewif^  (hews  the  linner  his  awful  flate ;  and  thb 
Ivtord  of  the  fpirit  wtiunds  the  devil  and  the  iim- 
ner  tioo.  Satan's  rage  at  the  light  ri£»  fiiom  it 
(fefli  remembrance  of  his  former  Hate  of  blif$  aiii 
i^appihefs,  which  for  a  moment  fofbehd  him ;  but 
the  confidetation  of  all  being  irrecoverably  loft,t 
and  the  thoughts  of  future  and  endtefs  torment, 
rtikindles  all  his  rage  and  defpemtion  t  and^  iiiid^ 
kig  the  poor  fiDno*,  who^  has  long  b^ea  his  Hw^ 
fill  <s^tive^  going  into  that  light  and  hliis  which .; 
iio  by  hid  pride  aqd  rebefiion  had  lofi,  pfovokes 
him  to  jealoufy,  and  pierces  every  power  of  that 
infernal  intelligence ;  and-  this  he  makes  the  poor 
lihner  know  and  fdel)  for  he  hutls  ttt  him  all  the 
Foul,  filtfiy^  Ot^ci^nb>  defp^ate,  lebellious^  and 
blaipherhous  oaths,  cuifes*,  iriiprecations,  and  in* 
ve6tive8,  that  he  is  mafter  of— ^and.  <dl  againft 
God;  .and  then  accnfels  the  podr  finner  of  it,  to 
link  him  in  defpair ;  though ,  at  the  fame  time,  it 
IS  the  devil's  own  fin;  for  fiich  thihgs  lievcr  en^ 
tatd  the  iinner^^  heart  till  tht  devit  loic^cd  dibfik 
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ki  it.  However  this  icrves  to  fliew  us  that  the 
rays  of  divuie  light  difcoyer  bim^  and  remove 
his  malk  /rom  the  underilanding/  and  himfcif 
from  his  dark  abode;*  apid  this  is  evident  by -the 
violent  temptations  that  follow:  ibr  wrliat  call 
h^  he  to  tempts  entice,  alKirCj  terrify,  and 
threaten  us  with  his  futunc  fuccefs  and  advantage 
over  us,  if  he  reigned  in  the  heart  and  could  tako- 
us  captive  at  his  will  ?  His  fruitlefs  attempts  and 
^rifyiog  threatenings  are  fufficient  to  convince 
lis  that  the  Lord  Jefus  has  cruihed  his  power, 
bound  him  by  his  providence,  and  difarmed  him 
of  the  panoply  by  which  he  kept  his  goods  ia 
peace.  By  the  light  of  the  Lord's  countenance^ 
and  by  the  fword  of  the  Spirit,  ^all  the  kingdom 
of  the  beaft  be  dellro)Td,  which  is  faid  to  befuH 
of  darkn€is.  Light  fliall*  diicover  the  damnable 
deceptions  of  popery,  and  the  fword  of  the  Spirit 
ihall  flay  the  foul^  of  thofe  that  cleave  to  them ; 
"  For  the  myftery  of  iniquity  doth  already  work : 
only  he  that  now  letteth  will  let,  until  he  be 
taken  out  of  the  way.  And  then  ihall  that  wick* 
ed  be  revealed,  whom  the  Jjotd  ihall  confume 
with  the  fpirit  of  his  mouth,  and  ihall  deHroy 
with  tlie  brightnefs  of  his  coming/*  ^TheiT.  ii.. 
7,  8.  Thus  is  Satan  dethroned :  ^^  And  if  I^  by 
the  iinger  of  Ood,  cail  out  devils,  no  d^ubt  the 
kingdom  of  God  is  come  upon  you.** 

Secondly,   The  Lord,   by  the  power  of  his 
Spirit,  fubdues  the  carnal  ehmity  which  hates  the 
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light;  he  bows  the  finneFs  will  and  makes  him 
willing;    he   fearches  the    reins,     wounds  the 
fpirit^  and  makes  the  heart  honeft ;    end  one  of 
an  honeft  heart  will  cry,    **  Search  me  anid  try 
roe,  and  fee  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me/ 
and  lead  me  in  the  way  everlafting."     Yea,  he 
comes  willingly  to  the  light,  that  his  deeds  may 
be  made  manifeft  that  they  are  wrought  in  God. 
Thus  the  enmity  is  flain,  and  a  moft  eameft  de- 
fire  after  reconciliation  with  God  is  kindled  in 
the  foul ;  he  is  made  willing  and  madelioneft ;'  he* 
accepts  the  punifhment  of  his  iniquity^  and  bad 
rather  lie  under  the  rod  than  be  in  .carnal  cafe ; 
and  would  feed  upon  ftripcs  and  bitter  reflections 
rather  than  be  given  up  to  enjoy  the  pleafures  of 
fin  for  a  fcafoii.     **  The  kingdom  of  Grod  is  not 
in  word,  but  in  power.**     Thus  it  appears  that 
the  fubjefts  of  darknefs  are  all  blinded  by  the 
god  of  this  world,  and  their  hearts  are  filled  with 
enmity  and  hatred  againft  the  .light;    and  this 
their  enmity  difcovers  itlclf  at  every  foul  which 
God  illuminates,    or  into  which  die  true  light 
fluncth:    and  thus  the  Jews  rejoiced  in  John  s 
light  for  a  fcafon,  and  then  fold  "He  hath  a  de-' 
vil."  'And,  when  the  Sun  x>f  Right  *oufnefs  vifited 
them,   then  they  faid  he  had  a  devil  and  was- 
mad.  '  Thits  Satan  labours  to  blind  the  eyes,  and 
arms  the  foul  with  malice,  at  every. heavenly  ray 
that  darts  upon  his  vail.  •  But,  if  God  fhincs  into 
a  finner's  heart;  and  fearches,"  tries,  and  difcoverS 
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itfae  evil  of  it,  and  by  wounding  the  fpidt  makes 

tfae  heart  honeft,  leads  the  foul  to  the  light,  and 

puts  a  cry  into  the  pow  finner  for  mercy,'  fuch 

an  one  the  devil  labours  to  baffle,  confufe,  puz>- 

zle,  perplex,  confound,  tempt,  accufe,  reproach, 

and'  even  ridicule   him  for  hypocrify  in  every 

thing  he  does*     It  i^  Satan*s  work  to  applaud  iht 

hypocrite,  to  fofklle  his  deceitful  heart,  to  prop 

up  his  feared  confoience  and  lead  him  to  felf-nadr 

miration.    But  the  foul  that  God  difplays  h^ 

-power  itl  is  always  wrong  and  never  right ;  all  is 

guile,    nothing  iincerc;    all    feigned,    nothing 

real;  all  is  deceit,  nothing  found ;    if  he  fpeaks 

he  takes  him  to  taik  for  every  word ;    overhales 

him,   and  accufes  him  of  inlincerity  and  fklfc- 

hood  in  every  thing  he  has  faid.     To  the  pha- 

rifce  in  his  forms,  and  to  the  hypocrite  in  Zion, 

.^Satan  is  a  finooth-tongucd  prophet,  a  dauber,  a 

reformer,. an  healer  of  the  breach,  and  a  buildeir 

'up,;  biit  to  the  mourner  in  Zion  he  is  a  reprover, 

an  accufer,  an  inquifitor-general,  an  envious  oh*- 

i'ervcr,  a  malicious  overfeer,   a  laborious  puller 

.down,  and  a  defperatc  deftroyer  of  God's  heri- 

tiige.     This  is  his  work,  whether  he  labour  at  the 

heart  by  fuggeftions,  or  by  his  minillers  in  the 

pulpit.     Satan  is  not  divided  againft  himfelf;  if 

he  was,  how  Ihould  his  kingdom  ftand  ? 

Thirdly,  Self-righteoofnefs  ftands  in  the  way 
of  God's  kingdom,  andmuft- be  demoliihed  be- 
?fore  the  empire  of  Chriil  dan  be  fet  up.     Satan 
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propped  tip  the  Jewiih  fcribds  ind  phatri/ocs  in 
this  ^tb ;  they  not  only  juiii£ed  tfaemfelvrt  far)- 
foro  men,  but  they  pleaded;  their  worthy  and  will 
pkad  it  before  God  i  '  they  fought  righteQiiihc& 
fay  the  wotks  of  the  law»  ajoud  went  tifaout  tQ 
eftablifli  it>  and  were  the  gii^teft  oppc^R»]i»  of  the 
kingdom  of  God^  for  they  ihut  h  tip  againd  men ; 
&ey  entered  not  thetefelfes,  and  f«ch  as  weite 
going  they  hindered.  And  it  ia  plain  thtf  the 
Ittaying  publican  in  the  temple^  and  IS/lsryMs^ 
dakn  the  harlot^  went  into  the  kit^dOppi  oi  God 
faefbm them.  This  pillar  <^  the  devir^tkingdom, 
this  grand  idol  of  vain  imagmation  \^hich  the 
papifis  and  the  world  worihipi  is .  deiiroyed 
in  the  hearts  of  God^s  ele  A. 

Firi}^  By  an  application  of  the  law  of  God« 
Secondly,  By  the  quickening  influences  of  the 
Holy  Ghofl«  Tjhe  entrance  of  the  law,  with  aU 
its  fenr^,  b6ndage,  terrors,  and  wrath, .  will  not 
do  of  itfelf ;  for  a  iinner  in  black  defpait,  apd 
given  up  to  a  fearful  looking-for  of  judgment, 
will  fometimes  plead  his  merits  before  men^ 
though  he  dare  not  plead  his  caufe  before  God. 
I  have  known  injftances  of  this  myfelf.  There  is 
fuch  a  thing  as  defperatc  pride,  and  the  devil 
often  influences  the  mod  awful  apoftates  with  it, 
infomuch  that,  when  they  are  in  difputd  with  thfc 
children  of  God,  they  will  even  pervert  the  fqfip- 
^urcs,  plead  their  own  worth,  and  btingri^rth 
their  ibrong  reafdns  againft  the  King  of  Jacptx 

But* 
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Biit  wh(in  ddd  applies  the  kw  to  a  diofistt  velftl 

he  attends  th*  applJiattoti  with  the  ti\«takeniiig, 

ttlaitrtiiig,  <](uickening5  fdlf-emptying,  iblf-abafe- 

Ing,   dhd  foul-^iea^ing  op^tidnd '  of  the  .  Bdiy 

Spirit  of  promifei  Athkb  giWs  iife  to  the  fold, 

and  friaked  ft  ffe^,' hanger,  thirft,   long,  craVe, 

"41%  priiy^  featch,  fetfkj  Vafcch  and  m^it  at  wif- 

denies  gaw  till  the- door  Of  iticrcy  and^of  hope  be 

opened.   A  Ibul Ul^def  fuch  circumftaricesifi  con* 

<fertin*d  dn  all  hand*^-4)y  the  law,  by  thegofpd, 

•hy  obnfcicn«i,  by  every  faint^  by  the  felf-rigbte- 

tiUs  f)}iarifee,  by  the  Tefijied  hypocrite,  by  efcry 

'feipodor  in  the  pulpit,  by  the  comoKm  stforldltng, 

and  by  every  poffeflbr  of  a  feared  conicience  that 

i^  paft  fteliiig,  and  even  by  the  beafta  T)f  the  fieAd; 

-16r  he  would  fooncr  be  a  brute>  a  fowl,  a  reptile,  or 

nn  inleft,  than  a  human  ireature ;  any  thing  tatk&c 

than  k  c6hdemned  and  guilty  (Inner,  ^ccoUntaUe 

to  a  juft  and  holy  God*     And  he  will  honefilyteil 

you  that  every  creatt^  that  God  has  made  an?- 

fvvcrs  fome  good  end  in  the  creation,  and  in  foitife 

•way  or  bthdr  glorifies  God  ;    but  he  of  himfetf 

ticver  did,  nor  ever  can,  except  God  glorify  his 

tiuth  aud  juftice  in  his  eternal  damnation :   thift 

he  fees,  this  Ke  fceis,'  aftd  this  he  will  hortefHt 

own  and  confefs  before  God  or  man.     It  war 

fuch  conviAien^  as  thefe  that  tamed  Danieik 

eomeJii^fs  into  -coituption,-  Paul*^  brilliant  pC8V 

formanceS   into   dung  and   drofe,    and  ZioaVf 

•fpltfadid  right€0tt6iefe  into  filthy  rags..  AJlrcoa** 
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viiStioDS^  unattended  by  the  Ipirit*  of  life,  tcmri- 

nate  in  felf-pity,  in  hatred  to  truths  in  hatred  to 

the  ikints,  in  diihonefty  at  heart,  in  enmity  to 

God,   in  love  to  human  applaufe,  in  worldly 

grief,  in  infernal  pride,  and  in  defpcrate  forrow. 

.Ail  of  which  ate  fruits  unto  death,  or  deiui  wprks. 

But  the  fpirit  of  life  from  God  quickening  the 

ibul  and  making  interceffion  with  unutterable 

groaning  for  it,  and  the  wrath  and  terrors  of  God 

,by  the  law  blafling  and  withering  all  human 

glory,  foon  flrips  the  jfinner  of  his  rags,  if  it  does 

'jQot  flrip  him  of  all  reliance  on  his  own  arm,  and 

always  brings  him  to  hunger  and  thirft  after 

righteoulhefsy   and  he  labours  hard  to  work  one 

out ;  but,  as  foon  as  he  hear^  from  the  gofpel  of 

Chrift  that  there  is  fuch  a  tbing  to  be  had  as  a|i 

imputed  righteoufnefs,   O  how  he  longs  for  it  f 

And  fure  I  am  that  this  divine  life  in  the  foul, 

which  makes  the  finner  hunger  and  thirll,  ihail 

terminate,  in  his  juftification  unto  life.    ^'  For,  if 

by  one  man's  offence  death  reigned  by  one,  much 

more  they  which  receive  abundance  of  grace, 

and  of  the  gift  of  righteoufnefs,  ihall  reign  in 

life  by  one,  Jefus  Chrift.'*  Rom.  v.  17-    Self- 

righteoufnefs  is  the  boall  and  glory  of  every  cla& 

of  profefTors  of  natural  religion ;  and  nothing  but 

an  application  of  the  law,  attended  with  life  and 

conviAions  by  the  Spirit,   will  ever  ftain  this 

pride  of  human  glory.     **  The  grafs  witheretb, 

the  flqwer  fadeth,   becaufe  the  Spirit  of  Go^ 

bloweth 
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ff 

blowcth  upon  it"  Satan  will  prop  up  and  fwell 
with  pride  evenr  foul  that  trails  in  himfelf  that  he 
is  righteous,  for  fuch  are  his  own*childrcn.  All 
the  fcribes  and  pharifees  among  the  Jews,  whom 
Chrift  declared  were  of  their  father  the  devil, 
were  fuch  as  went  about  to  eftablifh  their  own 
righteoufnefs ;  but  the  righteoufnefs  of  faith  the 
hypocrite  cannot  endure :  he  is  an  enemy  to  God 
who  provided  it,  to  Chrift  who  wrought  it  out, 
to  the  gofpel  which  reveals  it,  to  the  Spirit  v^o 
applies  it,  to  faith  which  apprehends  it  and  puts 
it  on,  to  thofe  minifters  of  righteoufnefs  which 
preach  it,  and  to  all  that  feek  it  or  follow  after  it. 
In  this  beft  robe  the  Father  embraces  the  return* 
ing  fon ;  in  this  wedding-garment  Chrift  receives 
hisfpoufe;  and  the  devil  knows  this  and  hates 
the  match.  If  God  jnftifies,  who  can  condemn  ? 
This  makes  Satan's  accufations  and  charges. 
groundicfs,  and  faps  the  very  foundation  of  his 
kingdom.  Grace  fliali  reign,  but  then  it  is 
'*  through  righteoufnefs,  unto  eternal  life,  by 
Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord."  Rom.  v.  21.  When 
juftificalion  is  paft,  glorification  is  fure ;  whom 
God  juftifies,  them  he  alfo  glorifies ;  and  where 
the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs  rifes,  there  he  never 
goes  down.  All  the  time  that  Jofhua  ftood  be- 
fore the  Lpi:d  in  ]the  filthy  garments  of  his  own 
righteoufnefs,  Satan  ftood  at  his  right  hand  to 
^^ccufe  him,  reproach  him,  calumniate  him, 
tempt  Wm,  conjfound  him,  and  refift  him.    You 
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nfay  fee  bfiii^  the  iuToIeDQe  of  the  liQTiU  ^^^ 
£uBing  to  take  the  upper  ha»d  even,  of  Qod^s 
h)g^  pricfi^  and  when  in  the  prefence  of  Godj^ 
aikd  whea  aUcnding  upon  his  fDn<5lion,  ^vX  Satan 
pays  no  regard  to  facred  offices  nor  ecxleiiaftical 
ordei^;  whether  it  bp  Jofhua  the  high-priefl  un^ 
der  the  law^^  or  Judas  the  apoilje  under  the  gof- 
pel,  h^  will  have  the  pre-emiaence  as  long  as  the 
filthy  xag  of  human  ri^teo^fnefs  is  kept  on  and 
traced  in  i  for  ^^  as  many  as  are  of  the  works  of 
the  latsr  arc  under  the  curfe."  And  ^^  he  that  be- 
lieyeth  not  is  condemned  already/'  And  thi^  Jack 
Ketch  will  have  the  aicendency  over  malefadtprs. 
Botj  when  the  Lord  faid,  '^  Take  away  the  filthy 
garments  fiom  him  ;'*  and  added,  ^'  Behold,  I 
have  caufed  thine  iniquity  to  pais  from  thee^  and 
I  will  clothe  thcc  with  change  of  raiment  ;**  this 
made  the  devil  knock  under  and  relinquiih  al| 
daim  to  his  prey.  "  The  Lord  rebuke  thee,. 
O  Satan ;  is  not  this  a  brand  plucked  out  of  the 
fire  ?*'  Zech,  iii.,  a.  A  brand  plucked  out  of  the 
fire,  A  rotten  li^nb  of  a  barren^  corrupt,  and 
iby  tree,  half  burnt  up :  Iput  now  plucked  out  of 
the  fire  of  divirtfc  wrath,  and  out  of  the  fire  of 
Satan's  i:age,  aad  from  the  fire  of  helL  Hence  it 
is  pl^in  that  the  devil  hath  no.  better  column  to 
his  empin^  than  felfo'ighteouihefs.  Wit^ef^  the 
many  thoufaads  that,  Satan  has  raifed  up  to 
pn&ach  it*-**among  the  Eapifi^,  among  the  Armi- 
tiVM^y  .WftPOg  tUofe  of  the  ^ftablilhmeot,  an^J 
4  aniong 
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aaopg  a  gye^t  Txurnl)^  of  ^?  diif^ntem :  and  na 
WPo4^>  far^  ^'  ir  Sataa  Ip^  divided  againfi  him-^ 
jli^^i  how  ihall  his^  kingdom  ftand?''  Auotfaa 
prop  of  $ataa*g  ki^g4o9^  wbicb  the  Lord  deqio^ 
U(hes,  i$ 

FalfQ  con^eBce.  S^tan  pays  particular  aU 
(Qixtion  to  this  branch  of  bis  eo^pire^  for  he  know9 
that  unbelief  and  darqnation  are  infeparably  cosi* 
oe<fted ;  and  that  wherever  this  pillar  Aand»  && 
Satan  is  fecure  in  his  i^Qg  |u>ld*  This  was^hue 
iiiil  feed  of  Satan  that  Eve  conceived  in  her  mmii^ 
and  by  this  Satan  ufurped  his  power  and  author 
riiy,  and  where  this  ftands  fail  Satan  hath  full 
poiial&on :  ^^  He  that  believeth  not  is  condemned . 
lilrejiidy,  .and  the  wrath  of^God  abidetb  on  him.'! 
Falfe  confidence  credits  every  lie  that  Satan -ap- 
plies, and  gives  the  lie  to  all  that  God  fays. 
When  God  gives  a  m»n  up  to  falfe  confidence 
it  is  that  he  may  believe  a  lie  and  be  damned* 
2  The$  ii-  1 1 ;  And  this  is  evident^  look  whiel) 
way  you  will.  Let  Simon  Magus  give  out  to 
the  city  of  Samaria  that  he  is  the  great  power  of 
God,*  and  the  .whole  city  believe  it  and  refpe<£k  the 
jmpoilpr ;  let  Barcocab  tell  the  Jews  tlmt  he  is 
the  Mefiiah?  and  h«  is  received ;  let  the  pope  but 
prot|>ife  abiblution  and  heaven  to  a  whole  nation 
of  natural  men,  and  there  are  but  few  doubts  or 
fcruples  about  it ;  let  the  foldiers  which  kept 
ivatch  over  the  Saviour's  tomb  tell  Pilate,  that 
whea  they  w^ip  fy&  a|leep  they  fa>T  the  difciples 
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6f  Qirift  fieal  away  the  body  of  our  Lord^  and  be- 
beliCTes'it  as  foon  as  the  high  ^fieft- begins' to' 
perfuadb  himf  'Buff,  though  this  felfe  confidence 
rievef  ft  aggers -at  a  lie;  yet  it  c&n  give  no- credit  (d 
what  God  fays.  It  makes  God  a  liar. '  1  John- 
V.  10.  Yea,  and  fpeaks  it  orit  too.  Eliflia  told 
the  Shunamite  flie  fhonld  embrace  a  fotiy  and" 
Ihe  faid,  '*  Nay,  my  lord,  thou  man  of  God,  do 
not  He  unto  thine  handmaid/*  The  fame  pro- 
phet predi6ls  a  meafurc  of  fine  flour  for  a  (hekel, 
and '  two  mcafures  of  barley  for  a  Ihefcel,  in  Sa- 
maria •  and  an  infidel  replied,  "  If  the  Lord 
would  make  windows  in  heaven,  might  this 
thing  be;"  Jefus  faid,  **  I  am  the 'light  of  the 
World,  h«  that  followcth  mc  fhall  not  walk"  in 
darkncfs  ;*'  the  Jews  replied,  "  Thou  bearcfl 
record  of  th}'felf,  thy  record  is  not*true>'  John 
viii.  12,  13.  God  told  Eve,  ill  the  day  that  fhe 
ate  of  tlu*  tree  of  knowledge  ihe  fhould  fnrtl'f 
die ;  tlic  devil  told  her  Ihe  (hould  not,  •but  Ihc 
fllould  be  as  God — ihe  caft  away  all  the  con- 
fidence flic  had  in  God's  threatening,  but  em- 
braced both  the  lies  of  Satan;  This  is  one  of  the 
high  things  in  Satan's  ftrong  hold  that  ex^teth 
itfclf  againft  God,-  and  agaiitft  the  knowledge  of 
him  ;  but  Clirift,  by  the  fpiritual  weapcms  t)f  our 
warfare,  pulls  down  Satan's  ftrohghold,  and  thid 
barrier  of  it  among  the  reft.  Whatever  God 
fends  with  a  divine*  energ}^  to  the  fouls  of  his 
ele<5t,-  the  gi'ilcc  of  faith,  by  the  Spirit,  is  otfe  iftt 
•  *  gredient 


(    49    ) 

gff cUpi^t  m  ^\»t'^^m  f «ff]gy  or  p<kV9t :  «<  PaJth 

conie&  by  Ix^^pgt  f^  h»Wig  by  the  wptji*'.  <jf 
Go<J..    ^ti^..(JJod,  VythQ  npiniftigi  of  his^fer-i 

fiiuier  is  judg^^  condemn^,  and  the  thoughts  pf 
bis  heart  made  inani&ft^  he  will  {ai\  dowiii  oii  his 
ff^ac  and  worfhip  Qod,  a^d  report  that  G^d  is  ia 
that  fervant  of  a  troth.  Thi^  is  ftrqng  f^ith  iff 
terrible  tidings  i  hctc  are  terrible  fisatattop^  m^ 
terrible  thii^g?  in  rig^tfipufnefs,  wd  a.  ilrQ]|ig  con* 
^device  thft  t^)s  pQV^  4a  qf  Gck^^.  and  be  xeporta 
it  of  a  tratb^  Wh^  a  mm  ftels  that  be  bclicnrej^s 
£utb  and  power  always  go  together ;  fiuth  %edf 
aqt  in  the  viHAcm  of  &)«»«  hat  in  the  p»«i!r  of 
Qod.  WJb^  Fdtfir  charged  th«  bl«od  of  Chrift 
«pon  hia  ciidMRCe,  sU  th»t  ftlt  the  4<m  of  tha 
fword  believed  the  ohttge*  «}4  cried  bt  <jfuxtor^ 
Faith,  vh«Q  wrought  in  the  foal,  i»  a  general  r»< 
coivcrofallthatGodret^;  aor  fluUl  the  potvMf 
CdT  M^b^lief,  howe^^er  flrpi^  ijt  a  chofen  xK^g 
make  either  the  faith  of  God«r  the  word  of  G«d 
VdthQifit  elfe^ 

£vfry  notion  thftt  a  cfivdofe  Daqv  ^tertalm  <tf 
Ood  is  &^  md  tinworthy  of  km-  He  taUu  gf 
his  niercy  md  goodnoff,  pitjr  wd  oompsiSan : 
but  he  paBo<>t  ondwe  to  hc^  of  hia  fovereignty, 
holineifli  jv^io^  tm^i  iouaiMabiJityt  or  t««mhl« 
pwjefly.  Nope  of  the  fohje^  tjf  ^Satan's  kuig* 
dom  hold  thcfe  things  in  their  ofediy  qnle&itb* 
here  and  there  one  wh9  hath  beea.liito^  yp  witiv 
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pnii  till:  he  i^  gdkninto^the  condenuuttion  of  (he 
devi]^  and  Uicn  he  is  obliged  td  do  as  t^e  devil 
does,  **  believe  and  'tremble.'*  But  tJiis  is  a  def- 
))emfe  faith  which  attends  the  eniratice  of  the 
devil  when  he  returns  to  take  poflfeffion  of  the 
houfe  from  whence  he  came  out,  which  is  the 
enemy's  laft  fbk.ge,  and  the  fitmer's  worft  endl 
It  was  this  faith  that  infktenced  the  heart  of 
Judas  when  Satan  entered  -into  him,  and  whicH 
vSatan  labours  to  flrenglhen  and  coniSrm,  ana 
often  -eafe^  himfelf  of  fome  -part  of  Ins 'burden  by 
ipending  Ibc-fliafts  of  hi&  fagc  on  the  tiophrjr of iiis 
Victory*  •'--«••       -  ^  ^,  w .  •  •  • 

i-  But  the  convictions,  of 'God's  eleA^'ii^  attended 
^ith  the  iricetTan^  groaoings  of  a  f[Hrit<^«ftipplica^' 
tioh,'ana  ail  iniatiable'thirft  for  theiM^cy  o^God-^ 
a  cbntipuai  Icar  of  bis  -convi^ofiS-  leaving  htm; 
or  of  their  going  off  the  wTOUg.  wafi-a  fear  of 
being  left  to  himfelf,  ahd>  of  beiilg  given  up  4o 
the  hardnefs  of -his  own  heart)  -fo^tiixMl  is  lie  6f 
disown  wajr,  arid  fo  lick  of  himfelf.  And  dutC 
foul  that  would  carry  his  burden  to  the  grave^  if 
Ke  might  obtain  hopb  in  bis  deaths  mther  thanbe 
given  up  to  carnal  eafe  and  a  wildly  fp&it,  is 
the  man  *  that  hears  the  rod  (Micah  vi.  g) ;  and 
khe  man  that  aoce]pt8  the  puniihmeftt  of  his  ini*- 
^uity,  Lev.  jacvi»  41-^43:  he  is  the  hungry  foul 
to  whom  every  bitter  thing  is'fweet ;  and  to-fuch' 
the  promife  is  made,   "  They  Ihall-  tome  that 

« 

were  ready  to  pcrifh."      .  •  * 

Chrift  Jcfus,  who  is  the  omniprcfent  God, 

when 


a 


-wBenr.  life  comes  to  fet  up  -his  kingdom  ^n  tte 
.heart  of  a  poor  &tmerj  does  not  dhcoyer^r  mani?- 
fell  himfelf  all  at  oncd.  It  is  as  the  fpoitfsf-es^ 
plains.  It  is  firft  the  voice  of  my  Beloved.  '  The 
life-giving  word  of  reproof  and  tebUke,  pierc- 
ing, fearching,  and  trying  our  hearts^  comes  firft*^ 
this  finks  us,  and  falvation  for  fuch  aprpesrs'jmr 
poffiblei;  but  ^^  Behold  he  comes>'  leaping*  v^ia^ 
the  mbnntains  and  Ikipping-upon  the  hiUsi!* 
'Mount  Sinai  ftands  fadly  in  ofor  wayC  ^ '  EleiStioh 
(called  a  mountain  of  brafs,  2^h.  vi.  1)  Satan^s 
power,  and  the  huge  catalogue  of  our  fins,  are  all 
in  our  way  as  fo  many  mountains'*  But  *^  every 
mountain  and  hill  fhall  be  made  low^  and  the 
crooked  fhall  be  made  ilraight,  and .  the  rough' 
places  plain ;  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  (hall  be 
rtvealed."  Ifa*  xL  4*  The  next  view  the  fpoufe 
liad  of  him  was  fomewhat  neater  than  the  lad. 
*«  He  ftandeth  behind  our  wall.**  Song:  ii.  9. 
The  ceremonial  law  was  a  wall  that  hid  Chrift ; 
the  fubftance  was  obfcured  by  the  fhadow :  but 
tvhen  he  difcovered  himfelf  to  the  fpoufe  the 
ihadows  lled,^  and  when  he  came  in  the  flefh  he 
broke  down  the  middle  wall  of  partition^  and 
made  Jew  and  Gentile  one ;  and  gives  us  both 
accefs  by  one  Spirit  unto  the  Fatherj  and  even 
communion  with  himfelf.  Moreover,  oiir  own 
fuppofed  merit  ftands  fadly  in  our  way.  *^  The  rich 
-man*s  wealth  is  his  ftrong  city,  and  as  a  high  wall 
in  his  own  conceit.?  wBut  Chrifl  always  fends  the 
*    "  E  2  jich 
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mhtcmpty  artvay,  and  |wvcr. relieves  os  till  vre  be^ 
come  poor  ift  fpii  it ;  the  kingdom  of  Ood  is  pro- 
iDifed  to/ucb.  When  the  above  wall  is  down  he 
comes. a  little  clofer— ^^<  He  looketh  foith  at  the 
windows.'*  Song.  ii.  g.  Thefe  windows  are, 
"GsA^  the  detinues  of  the  gc^fpel,  io  which  Chriil 
appears  as  the  fubjedt-matter  .of  tliem.  In  this 
glafs  tl)e  natural  man  fees  his  face,  and  his  heart 
too;  .and  in. the  fame  glafs  the  Lord  is  to  be  feen. 
.ff  We  hcholdt  as  in  a  glafs,  the  glory  of  the  Lord ; 
,dnd  are  changed  into  the  fame  image  fiom  glorjr 
.to  glory,  as  by  the  Spirit  of  titic  LoixL'*  2  Qcft.  iii. 
•18. .  Zions  windowa  are  the  brilliant  and  illui«> 
Isioaa  pc^ibdions  of  God  ihining  in  Chf  ift  Je(uss 
'and  oefle^ed  on  the  ward  of  his  grace.  ^*  I  wiH 
finoke  thy. windows  of.  agates,  and  thy  gates  of 
carbuncles,. and  9M  thy  borders  pf  pleafsint  ftones : 
.and  oJI.  thy  children  iball  be  taught  of  tibcLord.** 
Ifa.  \ix.  1%..  Hence  it  appears  that  thefe  windows 
and  .gates  are  a  difplay  of  the  glory  c^  God  wKen 
a  poor  finner  enters  into  the  prtfence,  grace»  fa:^ 
vpur^  and  joy  of  tlie.  Lord,  fcnd  is  favoured  with 
an  unfiuQus  experitnce  of  bis  g^rious  grace. 
When  thefe  w^indows  from  on  high  are  opened 
by  the  minifhy  of  the  word  (Ifa..xxiv.  18),  how 
do  poQF.feniihle  linners  fly  to  them  when  the  re- 
port of  it  is  fpiead  abroad.  <<  Who  are  thefe  that 
fly  »  a  cloud,  and  as  doves  to  their  wiiklows  V* 
ifa,  hi.  e.  Furthermore^  the  mind  and  xinderr 
ibiKtiog  of  a  man  ve  the  wiodowa  of  the  fpuU 
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evte  as  tlii  ej-es'arerof  ihelw)cly;  and  eviry  time' 
lie  ffahitis  intot  the  foul^  iifce  the  fcb^'  lie*  iUumi'-: 
iiates  US  and  .wanns  apr'  icarfis.    Tbcfe  are  the 
foul-raviihing  difcoreries  that  be  'makes  of  him*. 
Iclfwhen  he  loolaeth  in  at  the*- wihdows :  thus 
we  fee  through  a  glafir  darkly,  1i>uf  in  thne  to 
come  M^e  ihali  fee  hinS  foce  to  face.     Tfac  laft  view 
tlic  fpoufe  had  of  hiih  \ym  flouriihifig  through 
the  lattice.  Song  iL  9.    A  latf  ice  i%  a  woodea  of 
iroln  window,  crofWharrcd;  fomi  parts  of  it  are 
cmt^ly  open^  but  where  the  bars. 'go  it  is  ehtirely : 
dark  and  obfcure;  There  is  a  glorious  ray  of  light 
at  times  that  fhine^  upoa  e\'ery  grade  of  the  Spirit  ^ 
in  the  heart ;  but  tfaerb  is  an  inbred  edn^optioA,* 
like  the  tvooden  bars  of  a  lattice^  tvliich  &^ly  in- 
terrenes  and  obfcures  Uie  light :  tba  light  Ihines ' 
in  darknefs  (in  this  fenfe),  but  tbe  tlarknefr  com*^ 
prehends  it  not. '  Soro^times  we  are  wonderfully 
indulged  with  the  light  of  his  countcnanice^  which ' 
fills  us  with  joy  and  giadnels ;  but  thcfc  are  fu»  tO" 
be  followed  with  ddkntions.  ^^  He.hideth  his  iace, 
and  then  who  cainbdmld  him  P*^   He  keeps  back 
the  face  of  hifei|hix)]iiey  and  fpteads  his  doud  upon ' 
it :  when  he  ihines,  grace  flows  out ;  X^en  4ie  is 
hid,  corruptions  ftrugglc  hard,     l^pongji '  this 
lattice- work  he  Ihews  hi^fclf ;    ibr  when  the 
bridegroom  viilts  us  what  a  heavenly  biUlqliet 
dodi  the  foul  etijoy  1   But  when  the  bridegroom 
is  taken  away,  then  we  f ift  in  thofe  days;  for  the- 
Childreil  of  the  bride-chamber  cannot  feft  while* 
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iht  bridegrdom  is  rriHi  them.    The  Lord's  ab^* 
fence  and  fhe  ftirrings  of  bar  corruptions  fharpen 
our  appetite,  land  the  Lord's  vifits  and  revivals  of 
his  "^dck  afford  .us  infinite  fulneis  and  fatisfac- 
tion.    Tfeis  hj  degrees  docs  the  Lord  difcover 
hdmfelf,  and  by  flow  advances  approach  the  hearts 
of  the  darlings  of  his  foul,  when  he  comes  to  caft 
out  the;fbx)ng^  man  armed,  and  to  alTume  lhe> 
throne  of  our  afte^Slions-    Hence  it  appears,  alfo, ' 
that  convidJions  fey  the  law,  and  divine  life  by  the 
Spirit;,  together -with'  fore  temptations,  a^  fent  tO/ 
4pbafe:^d  humble  us,  toibften  and  meeken  us, 
to.  mortify  and  empty  us^-  that  the  kingdom  of 
Qodxnajrbe  tnuchJooged  for,,  fought  after,  and. 
feniibly  ixecded  T  for  f *  whofoever  fhall  not  receive 
thqikingdom  of  jGk)d'  as  a  little  child  ihall  in  na 
wift  eater,  thcoeiri/': 

.  The  mngdomof  God  flands  iti  power,  in  right- 
eoulaefs,  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy. Ghofl.  This 
power,  dethrones  Satan,  mars  the  reign  of  fin, 
and  delivers  usiftom  the  fear  o£  death  *,  righteouf- 
neis  jufiifies  us  from  all  fins,  aU.thing^,  and  all 
cliarges ;  peace  is  the  bleiTed  efffik  of  pardon, 
and  a  fure  pledge  of  favour  iind.friendlhip  with 
God ;  joy  fprings  from  a  fenfe  of  divine  love  and 
a  hope  of  future  glory :  and  it  is  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Holy  Spirit  that  thefe  things  are  fecn, 
known,  felt,  and  enjoyed  s  and  all  thefe  things 
bear  an  everlafting  date.  In  the  King  of  Ziou 
the  believer   finds   evcrlafting  ^epgth:   Jcfin 
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brought  in  for  us  everlafting  righteoufnefs^  he 
bellows  upon  us  everlafling  peace,  and  promifes 
that  we  fhall  return  to  Zion  with  everlafiing  joy, 
and  that  grace  ihall  reign  to  everlafling  li£b :  and 
grace  is  nothing  lefs  than  everlafting  love. 

The  fcorner's  chair  is  the  higheft  feat  in  SatanV 
kingdom;  the  Saviour's  feet  the  higheft  feat 
in  Chrifl*s  kingdom:  the  proudefi  profeiTor  is 
the  greateft  man  in  Satan's  empire,  and  the  moft 
like  his  fovereign ;  and  he  that  humbles  himfelf 
like  a  litde  child,  the  fame  is  greateil  in  the  king* 
dom  of  God. 


THE    END. 
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ORIGIN    AND    BASIS 


or 


GENUINE    FAITH. 


r  AitR  it.  a  porftuifioQ  in  the  tnind  of  the  trUth 
of  God,  whether  it  ftfpe^  his  word  dr  woriLs; 
''  Ood  ihall  pecfiiadk  Japbeth|  tod  he  ihall  dwell 
in  the  teats  of  Shetn/'  It  is.  a  fruit  of  G6d's 
Spkit.  '         ' 

The  fiddi  of  6od*8  eledt  {baOi  in  the  xbim4 
feflsitioas  6f  God  s  hoUnc&t  truths  md  jn&io^ 
attenfdeil  tvith  divine  light  and  the  power  of  God -s 
angers  fi^^h  an. one  '<  is  cotifiwc^d  of  sAl,  he  ii 
judged  oCall:  and  thv$  w  the  fcq*ets  of  hi$ 
lieart  ineide  maaiftft;  and  &>  idling  down  ob  hit 
face  he  wS}.  wqrihip  God«  and  t^H  (bat  Ood  it 
in  you  of  a  tnijth."  Jl  Cor.  tiv.  a4,    TMi  is  the 

*    »         ■  ■  ■  « 

mam  that  God  debofes  and  humble^  who^  is 
wounded^  made  ibre^  and  inwardly  fmarts  fbk 
iin,  and  who  trembfes.at  God>  word;  t6  fuch 
jGod  looksj  ^md  with  fuoh  wH^  he  diYell. 

3.  Suph 
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2.  Such  a  foul  knows  and  £beb  himfelf  in  the 
hand  of  God,  and  that  he  is  at  God*s  difpofal^ 
and  at  the  dii|K>fal  of  no  other ;  and  what  God 
intends  to  do  with  him^  whether  to  fave  him  or 
deftroy  him,  whether  to  mafce  a,pul;)lic  cxaniple 
of  him  or  Ihew  mercy  on  him,  he  knows  not ; 
but,  as  there  is  a  power^l  and  perpetual  cry  in 
his  heart  for  mercy,  and  ilow  and  then  a  word  of 
encouragemrat  apphed  to  hkn,  there  i»  a  perad- 
venture  and  fome  expectation ;  and  the  iinner  is 
as  fenlible  of  the  power  that  holds  him,  and  that 
bears  him  up,  as  Tie  is  of  the  terrible  majefly  that 
makes  him  tremble.  His  faith,  from  firfl  to  laA^ 
'^  ihihds  not  in  the*  wifdom'  of  men,  but  in  the 
power  of  God/*  LCor.  ii.  5. :.  . 
i  8*  When  the  Spirit,  of  .Gbd  fproduces  hope^ 
and  enecgy  in.  prayer  increafes,  and  .msOky  icf ipv 
tuxes  dcfcriptive  of  our  cafe  are  prefented  to  viewj 
and  fome  fhort  Intecvals  of  godfy  forrbw  *  are.  felt, 
the  darts  of  Satan  lofe  their  force, « and  the  reflec« 
tions  of  divine  anger*  often  ibfafide,  tiU  future  de- 
liverance-d^rough  Chrifl  appears  no  lefs  at  times 
than  certain.  *  ^<  -Pear  not/*  fays  God,  ^*  I  will 
help  thee ;  yea,  I  wilt  uphold  thee  with  the  right 
hand  of  my  rightieoulhefs.**  On  this  powerful 
arm  faith  refts^.  <<  Who  hath  believed  our  report) 
and  to  whom  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord  revealed  ?*^ 
God's  arm  and  iaitfh  in  the  report  go  together.    * 

4.  When  pardon  takes  place  faith  receives  the 
atonement  of  Chrift  and  llan48  in  it.    *^  By  the 

blood 


•  .  • 

blood  of  thy  covenant  T  have  'fent  forth  thy  pri- 
foners  out  of  the  pit  wherein  is  no  water."  And 
nothing  is  more  fure  than  this  jail  delivery :  *^  He 
that  believes  fliall  receive  the'forgivenefa  of  fins.*** 
God  puiifie j  the  heart  by  faith ;  and  fuch  hold 
ihe  mj'ftery  of  faith,  which  faith  ftands  in  a  pure 
oonfcience.  1  Tim.  lii.'  9. '  • 

5.  Faith  ftands  in  the  bleflSng*  of  Grod  :  *^  As 
many  aft  Bteof  faith  are  bleffed  with'  faithful' 
Abrahatti/*  And  God's  bleffing  on  Motint  Zion' 
is^  life  for  evermore :  and  ^'  he  that  believeth  » 
pafled  from  death  unto  life.;'*  yea,  ^  ie  ^at  be^' 
lieveth  hath  everlafting  life." 

6.  Faith  frauds  ia  the  rightcoiifncrs  of  Chrlft' 
imputed*!  ^^  To  us  it  ihjiU  be  itnputed  ifwebe•- 
lievc  onliiin  that  raifed  Chrift  from  the  dead."' 
Yea,  this  pighteoufnefs  is  to  all  and-  upon  ail  that' 
believe :  and  the  finner  is  aflured  of  this.  "  Sure- 
ly, fhall  one  lay,  in  the  Lord  have  I  righteoufiiefs' 
and  ftrength."    Ifa.  xlv.  0,4. 

7.  The  faith  of  God's  ieled  ftands  in  the  wit- 
aefs  of  the  Holy  Ghofl  witneffing  our  adoption :' 
•^  Ye  are  all  the  children  of  God  by  faith  in' 
Chrift  Jefus,'*  and  "  he  that  believeth  on  the  Son  of: 
God  hath  the  witncfs  in  himfel^*'   1  John  v.  10. 

8.  The  faith  of  a  faint  ftands  and  triumphs  in 

the  eyerlafting  love  of  God,  for  faith  works  by 

love ;  and  tq  this  agrees  the  beloved  difciple : 

/^  And  we  have  known  and  believed  theipve  that 

Qod  hath  to  t|s,    God  ia  love ;  9n4  he  that  dwell- 

eth 
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ejl^in^o^ve  dv^Ikth  in  Ood^  and-  Cod;  in  Jnuk** 
kjolm  iv,  16.   o    . 

«  9.  Faith  ftands  in  .tbe  jojr  of  the  Spirit  of  God,: 
and  19  ib^  poacc  thatChrift  toade  by  the  blood  of 
l]i$<arc^6.  :  iSod  fills  os  with  joy  and  peaM  in  be- 
lipyiBg.  . 

10.  Faith  ftands  in  Chrift  Jefud  revealed  in, 
a«d  «in^i|ifefteld  to  (he  fout    ''  He  that  hath  my 
cKMlotnaHditaents;  and .  keepcth  di<Stii)  he  it- is  that- 
]Q¥^th  nie;  and  he  tjiat  loveth  me  Ihatt  be  lDv6i 
of  itijr  Fathtr^  and  I  trill  love  him,  ^»d  Will  n|a^. 
nififO:  myfelf  to  |iim.**  John  xir.  a ) .    The  0bbw 
commandments  are  his  word^  as  he  expliihs  it:. 
*^  If  a  taian  love  me,  he:  will  keep  my  words :  and 
iiry  Father  will  love  him,  and  \vc  vfiW  come  unto 
him^  ^uxl  make  oar  abode  with  him/*  Jobnxivi; 
at..    Thus  &ith  fiands  in  the  love  of  God  made 
IluctwH,  and  in  Jctus  Chri&  manifcfted  to  the  fonl.' 
*f  .That  Chrift  may  dwell  in  jtnir  hearts  by  feith*'': 
Eph.  iii.  17. 

11.*  Faith  ftands  fail  in  the  filial  fear  of  God  ; 
which  fear  is  peculiar,  to  God's  .childixm,  and- 
which  hath  the  goodnefs  of  God  for  itsobjcH^t' 
and  it  emboldens  the  believer  to  fly  to  God^  and 
to.  expcA  his  protcdlion  in  every  time  of  trouble.- 
*'  Jinthe  fc^r  of  rtlie  Lord  k  itroog  confidence,  and 
his  childijen  ihall-.havid  a  place  of  refuge,**  Prov. 
xiy*  1 0.  Thefc  are  the  ibotiiepfi  of  getnliae  faith,, 
and  the  fooiftepc  of  theilock;  for  "  wt  walk  by 
iiiijh  ApA  not  by  iigliL"  And  by  the  power  of  God 

is 
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is  the  bdieYor.kflpt  thrcmghJkxtU  mfo  MtkikfSi 
And  thefe  dWmc  bafcs  od  which  bMi  flandk  wet 
ntore  fiini.  than  the  everlaltmg  faitifi. 

But  what  is  that  poor  phaiitam  ivkiK;h  patSks  ik 
curreaiit  for  £uth  in  our  jdaijs  ?  Juft  nothingv  aitf 
worfe  than  nothm^ ;  for  it  is  a  powerful  dekrfiM 
of  the  devli^  which  a  juilf  Ood  gi  vest  the  e^temki 
t>f  hit  tiroih  up  to.  ^<  God  iiiaU  lend  tthaii»ftiofl{ 
delttfions^  that  .theyi  mayi  bdieve  a  lie.aad  :fee 
damned."  2ThKsfil  ii.  !!•    .  .    .     !  i.  .    .  i 

.  !  Hiis^faO&in  a  He  is  ootfaing  Uib  than  nlh-pre- 
fiun|)tioiL ;  k  ptefumes  upon  God,  dni  la^>4 
claim  tipoii. him,  without  one  fcriptmrai  Waimii; 
to  vemtarejoiu  And,  in  the  general,  tbei^her^ 
lies  begets  this  faith  in  the  minde  of  poor  ifouers 
under  th^  aJamiing  niiniftry  of  gracetefs  memi 
wlio  am  i|iiDifters  of  the  letter,  or  o( ^Aie'lmt^ 
word  of  God,  withoiit  having  either  the  4Spi#it4ir 
his  gi  ace  in  them.  The  fentence  of  death  mtiA  gf 
condemtKitian,  which  are  in  the  preacher,  iBcqm«' 
nnmicated  to  fuch  a  hearer.  "  The  letter  k-iUctJt.^ 

The  linner  being  b5''  natnrc  a  child  AfWrilth, 
and  naturally  in  bondage  to  the  fear  'of  ckatli^ 
and  the  ccirid  of  God  being  Imbitually  iit  the  to^ 
beriucle  of  the^^ckcd,  thete are  ail  fthved  up, 
and  natural  confcieuce  is  terrified,  while  the  dieViil. 
fpreads  difmal  glooms  and  honrora  on  die  mind^^ 
with  which  lie  bewikkrs  and  (tifiraiSb  the  pout' 
wretch ; .  thefc  pafs  for»convi«5Uons,  and  arc  juft 
iuch  as  Ahab  had  when  Elijah  met  .him^  and  as 

Saul 
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Saiil  bad  when  He  fell  on  the  ground  before  the 
devil  in.  Samuel's  mantle :  for  with  thefe  convict 
tions  there  is  no  ipirit  of  life  to  quicken  the  foul ; 
oo  true  light  fhining  intD  the  heart  to  difcover 
the  desperate  deceitfulnele  of  it;  no  fpirit  of  fup^ 
plication  to  fet  the  iinnerto  crying  day  and  night 
«mto  God ;  no  hunger  and  thirft  after  righteouf** 
nefty  after  the  breach  of  life/  or  after  the  livmg 
God.  A  iinner  under  fuch  ccmvidlions^may  be 
known  by  the  following  remarks : 

1.  He  feeds  upon  the  vanities  of  this  world  in 
ihe  midft  of  all  his  infernal  terrors,  and  hates  the 
light  and  truth  under  all  his  horrors.  ^  They 
have  not  cried  unto  ine  with  their,  hearty  when 
they  ^howled  upon  their  beds :  they  aiibmble 
theq|felve&  for  corn  and  wine,  and  th^  rebel 
Againft  me.  Though  I  have  bound  and  flrength«^ 
^ned  their  anns»  yet  do  they  imagine  mifchief 
againil  me.  They  return,  but  not  to  the  Moil 
High :  they  are  like  a  deceitful  bow.'*  Hofea  yii* 
14,  15. 

H.  It  may  eafily  be  fccn  that,  as  there  is  no 
fpirit  of  fupplication  or  crying  to  God,  neither  is 
there  any  thiril  after  him ;  they  return,  but  not 
to  the  Moil  High ;  as  Saul  did ;  he  returned,  but 
it  was  to  one  of  the  witches  that  he  had  formerly 
expelled>  not  to  God :  and  fo  Judas,  he  re«> 
turned,  but  it  was  to  tbcffriefls,  to  whom  he  con* 
fefled  his  lin ;  but  not  to  God,  uor  yet  to  the 
mafler  whom  he  had  betmyed. 

4  3.  Such 
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3 .  Such  fouls  may  be  kno^n  ay  their  pride } 
Ibr  'they  are  never  filled  with  that'  felf-loathing 
which  a  foul  feels  that  is  qidckenSd  by  the  Spint 
of  God ;  there  is  the  leaven  of  legal  pride  worki 
ing  in  them  under  all  their  convlSions,  and  they 
fet  themfelves  up  as  men'of  wonderful  experience, 
though  they  are  without  hope,  'and  without  that 
experience  that  worlfeth  hope:  * "  Wiicne  is  boaft- 
ing  thtn  ?  It  is  excluded.  By  what  law  ?  Of 
works  ?'•  Nay,  it  is  never  excluded  by  legal  tefmrs:  ^. 
Rom.  iii.  27. 

4.  Such  a  firiher-  holds  fiift  free-will  and  ifelf- 
righteoufnefs*  under  all  his  convidlions.  I  <»ice 
knew  a  preacher  who  often  fell  into-  thefc  legal 
conviiftions,  till  he  was  like  a  wild  bujl  in ja  net ; 
but  every  time  he  came  out  he  preached  fre^will^ 
felf-righteoufiiefs,  and  univerfal  redemption,  and 
was  looked  upon  as  a  man  wonderfully  taught  of 
God  ; '  but  it  was  by  the  god  of  this  world.  I 
once  preached  for  him  at  Sheffield  in  Yorkfhire^' 
and  difputed  with  him  afterwards  till  midnight, 
and  began  with  him  the  next  morning  and  con-^ 
tinned  at  it  till  noon,  and  flopped  his  mouth, 
but  could  not  ftrip  him  of  his  fpider*s  web.  -  The 
laft  time  that  I  inquired  about  him  I  was  inform- 
ed that  he  had  left  off  preaching  for  Ibme  time, 
and  was  confined  and  mad ;  which  was  what  I 
had  long  expeifted.  ^  They  hold  feft  deceit,  they 
refufe  to  return."  Jer.  viii.  5.' 

•   5.  Nordofotllstmder/bchconvitftionsasthefe- 

cleave 
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pfeate  t6  the  chilcNa  of  Ood^  ner  to  miniftem  of 
tbe  Spirit,  but  19  thcai  of  the  letteir :  as  the  prq* 
jdigfti  iba  did  under  bis  legal  ttrrors :  ^<  he  jowed 
himfelf  to  a  citizen  of  that  couatry  ;*  not  of  the 
lioivenLy  country,  but  of  this ;  not  to  a  citi^u  of 
Jyloimt  Zionf  but  to  a  citizen  of  *'  Jerufaleoi  tliat 
no^  i^  and  isin  bon4age  v^ith  all.  her  cliildren  :** 
and  he  tried  hvd  to  ^1  his  belly  with  hu^>  and 
irould  have  done  it  if  the  Spirit  of  life  had  not 
eolered  into  him ;  but  as  foonas  he  was  quicken- 
ed he  felt  a  mighty  famine,  then  he  left  his  huikf 
and  cried  for  bread.  ^  This  my  fon  wa3  dead;**  and 
white  dead  he  cleaved  to  tibe  fwine.  Bat  he  ^'  is 
alive  again  i*  and  this  life  gave  him  his  ^ppetitci 
hiscrjr,  and  his  motion  towards  God;  and  the 
food  4^t  fed  hia  foul  was  Clu*ifl:  crucified,  'mu 
puted  rightwnfnefs,  the  everlafting  love  of  Cod, 
aud  pardon  and  peace  by  faith  in  the  blood  of 
<hc  Lamb ;  all  of  which  are  meant  by  the  fatted 
calf,  the  beft  robe,  the  ring,  and  the  ihoes ;  and 
every  foul  that  feeds  not  upon  thcfe  is  as  fure  1q 
peri(h  as  he  is  born.  Now  let  us  fee  the  con* 
verlion  of  tliis  modern  profeflbr. 
.  He  attends  the  miniiler  of  the  letter  under 
whom  he  got  his  wound;  and  by  aad  by  the  i^mc 
infeniibility^  prefumpticm,  falfc-confidence»  blind 
3eal>  and  deceitful  hopes,  which  poiTcfs  the 
preachcri  are  coranmnicatoc^  and  applied  by  thp 
devil  to  this  convii5icd  iinner»  and  out  he  cornea 
into  liberty^  as  he  calls  it.    This  is  his  convidioo, 

aad 
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and  this  is  catled  a  feal  of  Yuch  a  man's  niiniftry ; 
like  prleft,  like  pedplc ;  he  hears  the  word,  and 
anon  with  joy  receives  it ;  yet  hath  he  no  root  ii> 
himfelf- 

■  Now  he  compares  himfelf,  not  with  the  word 
bf  God,  nor  with  the  experience  of  the  children 
of  God,  nor  with  the  minifters  of  the  Spirit,  buf ' 
with  thofc  to  whom  Satan  fends  him,  thofe  of  his 
6wn  caft.  "  For  we  dare  not  make  onrfelves  of 
the  number,  or  compare  ourfelves  with  fome  fliat 
commend  themfelves :  but  they,  ineafuring  them- 
ielves  by  themfelves,  and  comparing  themfelVcs 
among  themfelves,  are  not  wife."  Then  they  are 
fools.   2Cor.  X.  12. 

'  2.  He  now  malces  his  converfion  known  to  the 
preacher;  and  others  in  the  fame  delulioi^  give 
their  judgment  of  the  work,  and  conclude  it  to 
be  a  real  work  of  grace ;  and  the  poor  deluded 
mortal  believes  it  and  is  eftafclilhed  in  it ;  and 
thus  his  faith  ftands  in  the  wifdom  of  man,  but 
not  in  the  power  of  God. ' 

3.  He  often  finds  his  paifions  moved  by  ora- 
tory;  for  he  is  very  fond  of  an  orator,  and  he 
drop's  a  few  tears ;  this  is  called  a  watering  time 
"^ith  him,  and  it  pafles  for  godly  forrow.  At 
other  titties  his  fancy  is  tickled,  and  he  laughs 
and  rejoices:  this  pafles  for  the^ joy  of  the  Lord;' 
but  God  gives  it  aiit)ther  name.  "  The  joy  of 
the  hypocrhe  is  but  for  a  iMoment "  Job  xx.  5. 

'    •  '  F  "As 
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"  As  the  crackling  of  thorns  under  a  pot,  fo  is  the 
laughter  of  fools.'*  Eccl.  vii.  6. 

4.  He  goes  and  tries  himfelf  and  his  Hate  un- 
der other  minifters  of  the  fame  caft  (for  there  are 
but  very  few  others  in  our  days),  and  he  hears 
different  definitions  of  faith,  and  rather  excels  in 
confidence  the  defcriptions  that  are  given :  this 
wonderfully  eftablifhes  hira.  "  In  the  multitude 
of  counsellors  there  is  fafety."  Thus  one  builds 
up  a  wall,  and  the  other  daubs  it  with  untcmper- 
cd  morter ;  and  there  it  Avill  ftand  till  the  ftorms 
of  divine  vengeance  rend  it,  and  then  it  will 
be  no  more,  neither  them  that  daubed  it.  £zek. 

•  •  • 

xai. 

5.  In  order  to  make  this  deception  complete, 
the  devil  coafes  to  ftir  up  the  concupifcence  of  tlie 
llnncr's  heart,  and  doth  not  roll  him  in  unclean- 
iicfs  as  heretofore  ;  that  he  may  fee  that  there  arc 
fome  fruits  witliout,  as  well  as  joys  within ;  this 
feeds  his  pride  not  a  little.  Thus  the  unclean 
fpirit  goes  out  of  the  man,  and  the  houfe  is  empty, 
Iwept  and  garniflied. 

()•  Now  and  then  poor  confcicncc  will  ftrug- 
gle  and  move  her  pulfe,  as  if  fomething  elfe  was 
wanting,  and  fome  doubts  will  rife  up.  He  makes 
this  known  to  fuch  as  the  devil  fends  him  to,  and 
they  tell  him  it  is  the  motions  of  the  old  man, 
and  Satan's  dcAices,  and  cry.  Peace,  Peace  ;  this 
fettles  him  for  the  prefent,  and  thus  he  receives 

the 
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the  witnefs  of  men,  but  not  the  witnefs  of  God^ 
which  is  greater*  1  John  v.  9. 

7.  Sometimes  fuch  an  hypocrite  is  brought  by 
curiolity  to  hear  a  minifter  of  the  Lord;  and;  per- 
ceiving fomething  new,  he  is  wonderfully  ravifli- 
ed  with  the  novelty,  and  new  joys  feem  to  fpring 
up :  he  takes  fome  of  the  new  cloth  to  patch  his 

.  old  garment  with,  but  parts  with  nothing  of  the 
old  :  the  more  he  hears  the  more  his  head  is  ftir- 
nifhed,  and  he  is  ready  to  pluck  out  his  own  eyes 
to  give  to  the  preacher ;  but  by  and  by  he  hears 
him  defcribe  a  genuine  work  of  grace,  and  con- 
fcience  feconds  thp  motion,  and  his  heart-ftrings 
begin  to  give  way,  and  then  off  he  goes  to  one 
who  cries.  Peace,  Peace :  and  after  this  he  be- 
comes a  moft  defperate  enemy  both  to  the  preach- 
er and  his  dodlrine,  for  fuch  cannot  endure  found 
doftrine.  Thus  the  Jews  rejoiced  in  John's  light 
for  a  feafon,  and  then  changed  their  minds,  and 
faid  he  had  a  devil. 

8.  This  fort  of  profeflbrs  are  to  be  known  by  a 
tnultitude  of  words ;  for  they  are  more  fwift  to 
fpeak  than  they  are  to  hear.  This  brings  many 
eyes  upon  them,  and  they  are  looked  up  to  as 
faints  of  no  common  magnitude  :  this  leads  their 
minds  much  to  think  and  ftudy  to  get  fomething 
to  fay  ;  and  the  more  he  talks  the  better  figure  he 
cuts  in  talking ;  and  now  he  is  wonderfully  elated 
with  his  gifts ;  reproving,  exhorting,  and  praying 
in  company,  becomes  his  element,  and  this  in- 
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oreafes  both  his  pii^e  and  his  prefuoiption*  He 
has  got  the  gift  of  p«x)pliecy,  and  in  his  own  cont 
ceit  understands  all  niyfleries,  and  all  knowledge, 
and  a  faith  ilrong  enough  to  remove  mountains, 
and  yet  is  nothing  but  founding  hrafs  or  a  tink-* 
ling  cymbal.   1  Cor.  xiii.  1,  2. 

Q.  He'  Ibmetimes  meets  with  an  honefl:  ibui 
who  fees  through  him,  and  fpeaks  to  him,  and 
who  tells  him  his  doubts  of  him,  and  Ihews  him 
his  ftate :  this  mortifies  his  pride  and  injures  his 
confequence ;  he  ftorras  fadly  at  this.  "  A  wife 
man  feareth  and  departeth  from  evil,  but  the  fool 
l^ageth  and  is  confident/'  Prov.  xiv.  l6. 

10.  If  the  lip  of  truth  hath  damped  his  joys, 
he  calls  together  a  company  of  them  of  the  like 
occupation,  and  afks  them  :  one  tells  him  he  has 
been  mych  edified  by  him,  another  has  been  re- 
claimed, the  bowels  of  another  have  been  refrefh- 
cd,  and  another  ellabliflicd  ;  and  thus  he  is  com- 
pafTed  about  with  a  whole  cloud  of  witneffes,  and 
'  he  believes  them  all,  and  no  wonder  :  "  For  the 
fimple  (or  fool)  belicveth  every  word  ;  but  the 
prudent  man  lookcth  well  to  his  going.**  Ptov. 
XIV.  15- 

This  is  the  modern  faith  of  the  day,  and  it 
paffes  as  current  among  us  as  Birmingham  half- 
pence do.  And  I  believe  that  there  are  many 
congregations  in  this  country  that  have  not  one 
grain  of  any  other  faith  than  this  among  them  ; 
•  and  fure  I  am  that  tlie  devil  is  the  author  of  it, 
4  and 
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and  the  wrath  of  God  will  be  the  finiiher  of  it ; 
for  whenever  the  unclean  fpirit  returns  to  his 
houfe  with  feven  fpirits  more  wicked  than  him- 
felf;  or  whenever  perfecution  and  tribulation 
come  on,  or  the  fiery  trial  to  confume  this  hay, 
ftraw,  and  ftubblc ;  then,  like  Alexander  the  cop- 
perfmith,  Demas,  or  Judas,  down  they  go ;  and 
no  wonder,  for  they  never  flood  upon  the  founda- 
tion that  God  hath  laid  in  Zion. 


THE    END, 


I     i         ' 


LETTERS. 


1 

Dear  Sir, 

Y  OUR  miniftrj^  having  ftripped  me  of  all  • 
niy  falfe  joys  and  falfe  confidence,  and  of  all  my 
^  falfe  notions,  and  undeceived  me,  and  brought 
me  down  to  an  acquaintance  with  the  plague  of 
my  own  heart,  to.  a  fenfe  of  guilt  and  of  the  anger 
of  God  revealed  in  a  broken  law,  and  caufed  me 
to  fly,  trembling,  from  the  wrath  to  come,  has 
alfo  been  bleflcd  to  me  in  raifing  mc  to,  and 
often  encouraging  my  foul  in  hope  ;  and  many 
a  word  of  fupport  and  encouragement,  attended 
witli  light  and  information,  has  been  fent  by  God 
to  me,  when  ready  to  faint,  from  your  mouth ; 
and,  I  thi%,  I  may  call  your  miniftry  the 
ftrength  of  my  heart.  My  trouble,  and  thefe 
bleffings  communicated,  have  cfFc6lually  taught 
me  both  to  prove  and  highly  to  prize  a  paftor  after 
God's  owi!  heart ;  having  found  you  as  fuch  un- 
der God,  and  the  bell  friend  to  me  in  all  this  finful, 
iriMerable  world.     Numbcrlefs  are  the  bleffing$ 
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which  I  have  received  in  the  courfe  of  three  or 

four  years  labour  and  travail.  But  under  a  fermon 

you  preached  the  30th  of  June  lail,  from  Ifa.liv.  1, 

I  almoft  thought  my  bonds  would  have  burfted, 

but  there  was  not  fufficient  ftjength   to  bring 

forth ;  and,  although  foon  after  I  loft  the  fenfe  of 

it,  yet  it  was  fuch  an  eftcftual  blow.to  Satan  and 

my  unbelief,  that  they  have  not  entirely  recovered 

it  fince.     Laft  Sunday  morning's  difcourfe  was 

ftrengthening,  encouraging,  and  informing;  and 

fcnt  of  God  to  me   I  believe  it  was.     The  two 

Sundays  before  being  wet  and  dirty,   and  having 

fome  miles  to  drag  a  cumberfoqie  carcafe  and  a 

burdened  heart,  it  made  mc  fret ;    and  Satan  is 

neither  backward  nor  awkward  at  helping  forward 

fuch  calamities ;  his  advice  was,  to  have  no  more 

of  this.     I  thought  if  the  next  Sunday  was  fo  I 

would  not  come,  but  would  go  and  hear  ^ 

who  is  found  in  the  letter,  and  make  myfelf  as 

comfortable  as  I  could.     But  in  the  courfe  of  the 

week  I  found  fome-  nearnefs  to  God,  and  a  heart 

to  pray ;  and  prayed  him  to  fend  fair  weather  for 

my  journey,  a  blcffing  at  his  houfe,  and  to  let  it 

be  a  fign  betwixt  himfclf  and  mc.     Tphc  morning  i 

was  fine,  which  encouraged  me;  and  you  preach-  ' 

ed  from  2  Cor.  i.  24.    I  will  not  trouble  you  with 

the  particulai-s ;  but  God  fiimiihed  you  with  that 

fubjcdl  for  me,  I  believe,  among  the  reft.     It  wa8 

the   ftrengthening  and  encouraging  voice  of  a 

good  God  to  my  troubled,  fearing,  and  defpon^- . 
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ing  hearty  by  the  mouth  of  his  fcrvant,  I  do  bc^ 
lieve,  and  a  word  in  due  feafon  it  was.  But  ber 
fpre  I  got  home  I  loft  it  all  in  company  with  the 
devil,  and  funk  in  dcfpohdency  up  to  my  neck^ 
and,  although  foroe  fecret  power  and  good  hand 
has  hitherto  held  my  head  above,  yet  I  fear  that 
I  Ihall,  after  all,  be  left  to  link.  I  am  prefTed  in 
fpirit,  and  fenfibly  purfued  by  thi&  avenger  of 
blood,  O  that  I  may  get  into  the  city  of  refuge 
before  overtaken !  I  know  that  Jefus  Chriil  ifi 
near  to  fly  unto,  being  near  to  all  th^t  call  upon 
him.  O  that  I  was  but  fafe  thcre^  that  my  foul 
may  live  !  But  fearing  I  ihall  fail  and  Qome  fliort, 
fearing  I  Ihall  die  an  incurable  with  the  plague 
of  leprofy,  I  am  full  of  toflingsto  and  fro.  But 
excufe  my  intrufion,  fir ;  to  make  one  requeft  is 
the  caufe  of  thefc  fcribbled  odds  and  ends  appear- 
ing to  you. 

You  know^.fir,  the  world  is  fluffed  with  for- 
gers of  lies,  foul-ftarvers,  and  phyficians  of  no 
value;  and  how  applicable  the  words  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  are  to  our  ftate,  that  faithful  labour- 
ers are  few  ;  that  there  are  many  in  obfcurity  that 
cannot  get  ^  hear  you,  and,  according  to  your 
late  prophecies,  we  may  fay,  '^  Wo  unto  us,  for 
the  day  goeth  away,  &c."  That  you  have  often 
lately  founded  an  alarm  about  your  own  depar- 
tare,  audit  feems  there  is  to  be  no  fucceeding 
Elilhas ;  may  I  ^therefore,  dear  fir,  folicit  to  fee 
the  two  fermons  on  True  and  Falfc  Faith  in  print, 
6  'if 
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if  it  meet  your  approbation,  and  you  have  time ; 
that  you  may  preach- once  more  to  us  in  the 
country,  as  well  as  to  your  charge  in  town  i  and 
when  it  pleafes  God  to  take  you,  you  may,  being 
dead,  yet  fpeak,  and  have  a  voice  in  the  world 
till  it  is  burnt  up.  Much  gofpel  and  many 
preachers  of  it,  to  be  fure,  there  are,  and  it  is  in 
and  all  round  our  parifh ;  but  it  is  not  that  which 
is  the  power  of  God  to  falvation.  Hufks  and  dry 
breafts  can  afford  no  entertainment  to  thfe  himgry 
and  thirfty :  this  you  well  know,  fir,  and  I  have 
experienced  the  difappointment. 

Thus,  reverend  fir,  have  I  made  known  the 
defire  of  my  heart  concerning  publifhing  your 
fermon,  in  fimpHcity ;  but  withal  leaving  it  to 
your  fuperior  judgment  and  perfetfl  knowledge  of 
all  thefe  things.  I  believe  I  have  a  place  in  your 
heart,  and  that  you  are  a  real  friend,  which  has 
emboldened  me  lo  prefume  to  make  this  requeft. 
In  complying  with  which,  if  you  can,  take  pity 
on  us  that  are  ftationed  at  a  diflance,  and  help 
us  who  defire  at  Icafl:  an  intcrcfl  in  your  prayers. 
And  that  God  may  blefs  you  in  body  and  foul, 
and  continue  you  with  us,  muft,  #hile  there  is 
life  in  my  foul,  be  the  prayer  of 

Q.  IN  TIIE  CORNER. 

Feb.  8,  1800. 
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To  Q.  in  the  Corner. 


SlR^ 


Your  nnexpefled  tidings  have  afforded 
me  fome  encouragement  in  the  good  work  iii 
which  I  have  been  long  engaged.  You  have  not 
been  fufFered  to  deal  with  me  as  too  many  have 
done  who  have  been  long  fuckled,  dandled,  Twad- 
dled, and  adorned  with  all  the  external  ornaments 
and  embellilhments  that  appertain  to  a  form  of 
godlinefs  deftitute  of  the  power.  I  have  long 
thought  that  the  unclean  fpirit  going  out  of  a 
xhan,  and  the  devil  leaving  that  man  under  a  mi- 
nifter  of  the  letter,  in  order  for  him  to  fweep  and 
gamifh  his  houfe  with  feigned  faith,  falfe  hopes, 
diflembled  love,  natural  joys,  head  notions,  blind 
;zeal,  fpeculative  knowledge,  falfe  light,  gifts  of 
fpeech  in  prayer,  in  exhorting,  or  in  preaching, 
is  the  very  quintefcence  of  infernal  deception,  or 
the  mafterpi[|ce  of  devils ;  it  is  foreftalling  the 
Saviour's  market,  counterfeiting,  and  at  the  faipe 
time  counterafting,  the  work  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 
No  fmall  number  of  this  fort  (which  I  call  the 
worft  of  all  materials)  have  come  under  me ;  and 
wonderfully  enamoured  and  raviftied  they  have 
been  with  the  novelty  of  the  dodtrine;    but, 

7  *   alas! 
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alas  !  the  new  wine  was  put  into  the  old  bottle, 
the  new  cloth  was  put  upon  the  old  garment,  and 
the  precious  feed  was  received  into  ftony  ground. 
The  wine  in  fuch  a  veflel  cannot  keep ;  nor  can 
filch  a  robe  of  divers  colours,  a  linfy-woolfy 
garment,  be  fit  for  the  LamVs  wife ;  no  raore  can 
the  precious  feed  take  root  in  fuch  a  foil.  And 
fhis  rhare  often  icen;  for  when  once  the  glee  of 
©Ovdlty  begins  to  wither,  and  poor  honeft  cori-f 
feienoe  difturbs  them  with  the  return  of  hifi  fits^ 
that  the  old  compofing  draughts  become  needful; 
and,  as'  fare  as  ever  one  appears  in  puWic  that 
walks  in  the  light  of  his  own  fire  aird  in' the 
fparks  that  he  hath  kindled,  off  he  goc$  to  his 
own  vomit  again;  and  \  believe  that  fuch  return 
BO  more,  nor  do  they -take  hold  of  the  path  of 
life. 

•  But  you  inform  me  that  the  Lord  hath  ilripped 
you,  I  know  ihat  he  will  take  away  the  filthy 
garments  of  all  thafe  that'  he  clothes  with  change 
of  raiment ;  and  I  believe  that  flripping  the  finner 
is  the  hardeft  work,  and  rn  the  general  a  work  of 
time ;    for,  as  fare  as  the  Lord  finds  a  time  to 

*  _ 

rond,  fo  fuixi  the  fmner  finds  a  time  to  few.  EccL 
iii.  7-  *^  The  Lord  breaks  down,  'and  he  builds 
up."  Ecd.  iii.  3.  But  when  this  working  arm  is 
defiroyed  the  work  is  as  good  as  done ;  for  "  he  giv- 
eth  power  to  the  faint,  and  to*  thcra  that  have  na 
might  he  increafcth  llrcngth ;"  and  it  is  theungod-. 
Ij,  iSot  tbei  fclf-rightcousj  that  he  will  jufiify.    .    ; 

If 


(    7f    ) 

t£  thide  ac^oont  of  iiripfiing  abd  .UAda^vix% 
be  geimine^  I  'iiave  no  doubt  of  the  glorjr  hcing 
revealed^  for  that  tnuft  follow.    Befides^  the  doer 
of  hope  hath  been  difplayed  dready,  and  thou 
waft  almoft  within  it ;   and  where  th«  fjiirit  of 
fupplication  knocks  the  doot  tnuft  opeiii  We  arc 
sot  to  ^  hbour  in  vain>   nor  to  bring  forth  /for 
-trottble.    if  divine  life  caufes  the  laboiu'^  divine 
loa^c  will  J^tA  the  delivcty*     God  will  not  caufe 
to  .labour,  and  not  cauiie  to  hiring  forth !;  nor.  will 
he  bring  to  the  birth,  and  then  ihut  the  womb, 
^he  Spirit  ihall  open  the  promife  and  bring  forth 
-the  bleffiagy  and  he  .will  open  thine. heatt  to  ro- 
ceive  it  in  the  love  of  it.    It  is  loVe  that  cooif- 
pletes  the  new  birth^   and  eVen  this  attends  the 
Spirit  of  life  when  the  foul  is  quickened.    What 
is  God*s  rod>  but  the  efied  of  his  loVe  i  And  what 
is  the  deiire  of  a  man,  but  his  kindnefi  i   And 
what  is<  fmoking  flax,  Jjut  the  fire  of  love  in  the 
aihes }  And  who  love  the  Lord }  only  them  that 
hate  evil,  aod  loathe  themfelves  in  their  own  fight 
on  the  account  of  it»  When  the  Spirit  enters  into 
the  heart  all  thefe  attekid  him,  whether  we  kno^ 
it  and  feel  it  or  tiott  take  It  all  in  obe  vdrfe^  ^  As 
foon  as  Zton  travailed  (he  brought  forth  her  chil- 
dren.^' I  ocmld  not  comply  with  your  tequeft  fully 
for  want  of  time;  bcfides,  my  timesof  exeicife  com^ 
en  fo  &ft  that  I  am  obliged  to  drive  old  thitags  out 
to  make  ipom  for  new :  but  I  have  put  down  the 
heads,  .whi^h  I  think  ia^fiifficient;  for,  as  you 

G  have 
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have  been  for  fome  tinie  infhxiAed  and  brodght 
ibrth  to  a<ft  the  part  of  a  hypocrite  in  Zion,  you 
know  more  of  falfe  faith  experimentally  than  I  do, 
and  are  better  qualified  to  enlarge  upon  it ;  and 
AS  for  real  faith,  you  \yill  be  brought  to  try  the 
evidences  of  that  as  the  Spirit  leads  you  on ;  for 
the  footileps  of  the  flock,  which  go  up  |rom  the 
waihing,  or  which  follow  the  Lord  in  the  regene- 
ration, go  from  the  experience  of  one  truth  to  an- 
other,  till  they  grow  up  into  the  covenant  Head, 
who  is  truth  itfelf,  and  the  fountain  of  truth :  this 
is  the  centre  where  we  are  all  to  meet  in  the  unity 
of  the  faith.  Wiihing  your  {x^fence  in  this  fo« 
lemn  aflembly,  I  fubfcribe  myfelf, 

Yours  to  fervc. 


LOVE  IN  A  MIST. 


\  • 


THE 


I 


tHE 


-EXPECTATION  OF  THE  CREATURE, 

AND   ITS 

Cf  RTAlk  DELIVEIIAKC£. 


For  fhi  eafneft  exfeStafion  of  Pie  creature  'uoaittih  for 
the  vianlfejlatton  of  thefons  of  God.  For  the  crea^ 
ture  was  madeJiibjeS  to  vanity j  not  wiUinglyj  hut 
by  reafon  of  him  who  hath  fuhjeSted  the  'fame  in 
hope ;  hecaitfe  the  creature  itfelf  alfo  JhaU  be  de^ 
livered  from  tJie  bondage  of  corruption  into  '  the 
glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  Gad.  Eom;  yiii, 
19—21. 

1  H  E  apoftle,  in  the  beginning  of  this  chapter, 
afferts  that  there  is  no  condemnation  to  them  .who 
are  interefted  in  the  falvatlon  of  Chriit^  who  arc 
led,  not  by  the  carnal  luft  of  the  flelh,  but  by  the 
love,  comfort,  and  life-giving  power,  of  the  holy 
Spirit  of  God  :  verfe  1. 

The  reafon  affigned  for  this  is,  becaufe  the  law 

of  faith,  which  is  written  on  the  mind  by  the  8pi- 

•  rit,  and  the  law  of  love  put  into  the  heart,  make 

US  free  from  the  dcftroying  power  of  the  law  of 

G2  fin. 
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fin,  which  is  in  our  members;  and  from  the 
damning  power  of  thq  law  of  death,  which  was 
engraven  on  tables  of  ftone :  verfe  2. 

Fof,  as  the  law  could  neither  remove  guilt, 
deftroy  fin,  juftify  the  linner,  nor  give  life,  God 
fent  his  own  Son  in  our  nature,  that,  by  his  facri- 
flee  for  fin,  our  fins,  being  imputed  to  him,  might 
be  condemned  in  liis  flefh,  when  he  bore  our  fins 
in  his  own  body  on  the  tree,  and  by  his  blood 
put  away  our  fins :  verfe  3. 

Frmh  the  firft  verfe  down  to  my  text  Jie  is  de- 
fcrifaing  a  child  of  God  in  difiin<5bion  from  them 
who  are  in  the  flefh,  and  who  are  carnally  mind* 
ed,  in  enmity,  living  after  the  ficfh,  and  defiitute 
e£  the  l^irit  of  Chrifl :  but  the  great  queflion  is. 
Who  this  creature  is  which  is  in  fuch  eamefl 
expe^tion  of  the  manifeflation  of  the  fons  of 
God  ?  Some  have  conceived  that  the  brute  crea^^ 
tion  is  at  leail  included,  if  not  chiefly  intended; 
and  they  tell  us  that  this  paifage  **  is  a  large  field 
ibraphilofopbic  mind/'  So  Mr.  Toplady  con« 
ceived;  and  biihop  Jewell,  I  have  been  inform^ 
ed|  hath  fometimes  pleafed  himfelf  with  the 
thoughts  of  feeing  an  old  favourite  mare  of  his  iA 
Ibme  laige  field,  in  the  millenium,  when  this  won- 
xlerful raanifefiSsition  ihall  be  made;  and  which 
•they  found  upon  tbefe  words — ^^  for  we  know  that 
the  whde  creation  groaneth  and  travaileth  in 
pain  tPgeUi^r^  until  now/'  But  this  cannot  bar 
the  fenibof  the  apoitle,  becaufe  God*s  voice  inr 
4  the 
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the  ^fpel  is  to  the  fbn$  6f  mtn,  not  beafts ;  nor 
are  irrational  crcatares  capable  of  hope^  conic-' 
quently  utterly  incapable  gf  ail  eamefi  expec- 
tation of  this  manifeftatioa  of  the  fOns  of  God; 
for  a- creature  can  never  expe^  what  it  knows  no- 
thing  abovit. 

Nor  can  fallen  angels  be  either  intended  or  in- 
clud<^ ;  for  there  is  no  mediator  i^  their  nature^' 
nor  offer  of  mercy  made  to  them>  and' of  courfe 
^ere  is  (pr  them  no  place  o(  repentance :  and^  aa 
no  promife  of  life  and  ialvation  iis  held  forth  to 
them,  these  can  be  pp,  ground  of  hope  for  it,  and 
therefore  no  expfi<ftatiop,  of  t^iis  m^ifeftation  6f 
the  fons  of  .God  is,  or  gan  be,  found  in  them. 
'    Nor  arc.,  all  the  hutnari  race  intended  by  this 
fcnsature,.  for  there  are:  thoufands  of  them  lipon 
earth  who  arc  without  God,  without  the  fcrip- 
turcs,  withpi^t  Chrift,  and  having  no. hope  ih  the 
world.     And  how  fhall  they  believe  in  him  of 
whom  they, h^ve  not  heard  ?  and  how  fhall  they 
hope  in  him  wJiQ.m  they  have  not  known  ?  There 
i:an  be  no  re^l  hope  or  expeftatioh  of  iuch  a  ma- 
nifeftation,  where  the  Almighty  hath  made  no 
revelation  of  it. 

•  *  *  • 

No,  nor  are, all  men  that  hear  the  gofpel  in- 
icnded ;  for  the  goipel  is  to  fomc  "  a  favour  of 
death  unto  death,"  and  is  preached  for  a  witnefi 
-agai^^ft  them.  Aijd,  if  fuch  have  a  hope,  it  is 
pnly^^  the  hope  of  tjie  hypocrite,*'  which^od  faya 
4h^l  perijOi.  job  viii/i3,    So'that,  if  fuch  fin^ 

Q  3  hers 
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pers^5re,m  txpciSbtion  of*  this  manlfeftj^tion  of 
thc.fojQS.of,Gpd,  it  is  all  in  vain,  for  fuch  *  will 
htye^no  p^rt  in  jt,  for  *^  the  expedlatibn  of  the 
wicked  ftall  perifli,'*  Prov.  x.  28.  Nor  'do  the 
wicked  expert  it,  for  **  the  ei^e^tioh  of  the 
yicked-  js  wrath/' .  Prov.  xi.  23.  Whereas  the 
cafpftftation  (of  thi?  creature)  fhafl  not  be  cu{  off, 
for,it  Ih^llfbe  delivered  frgm  the  bondage  of  cor^ 
option'.      .    '  /        , 

,  Nor  c^n  it  be  faid  pf  all  who. are  m  a  pro- 
feflioq,  po,  nor  of  verjr  few  of  thetnV'that  they 
#re  in  eameft  expc<£lation  of  this  tnanifeflration  of 
the  fons  of  God ;  too,  to6  many  ^  put  faf  away 
the  evil  day  ;**  fuch  expeft  not  a  deliverance,  bu^ 
an  eyil  day,  inftead  of  a  delhrerance'  'from  the 
bpndage  of  corruptiop.  The  fooHih Virgins  wfid 
jleptj  and  the  hypoprites  in  Zion*  who  were 
afraid  and  feized  with  fearfulnefs,  werc^in  no  car- 
neft  expe^atiop  of  th}s  glorious  mariifeftation. 

Sc^e  arc  inclined  tp  think  that  *  the  ilrentHes 
excluding,  the  Jews  }s  this  creature  who  is  in  this 
^arpei^  c^p*<^ation  ;  byt  tha.t  cannpt  be,  bccaufe 
the  great  apoftle  includes  Kimfelf  ip  the  context, 
vfho  y^^a  Jew.  ."  B,ut  we  haVe  received  the 
Spirit  of  adoption,  whereby  we  cryi  Atbrf,  Fa- 
ther;  .t|ie  Spirit  itfclf  bearcth  yvltncfs  with  our 
fpirit,  that  we  are  tl^e  children  of  Grod*;  and,  if 
childreni  ,thcn  heirs ;  heirs  of  G6rf,  dnA  joint' 
heirs  with  CliriH:  if  fo  be"  that  w€  fufFer  with 
Jiinj,  that  we  may  al/9  be  glorified  together.-    For 
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X  reckon  that  the  AjffenqgB. of  this,  prefbnt.-time 
arc  not  worthy  to  be  coftipared  ^ith  thp  gt^rj? 
which  ihall  be  revealed,  in  \x$^  Fco*.  thfi  ^ameil 
expeAation  of  the  creature  waltesth  lor  the  mani« 
feftations  of  the  foas  of  Qod.**  Verfes  15 — IQi 
Hence  it  is  plain  that  Paul  does,  not  mean  the 
Gentile*  pnly  by  this  creature,  becaufe  himfetf 
was  a  Jew ;  nor  doth  he  roean  the  Jews  anly/be-f 
caufe  h^  ia  writing  to  the  Gentiles.     .  .'  \. ,   . 

Once  more.  Whoever  or.  whatever  ihis  area* 
ture  may  be,  fure  I  aAi  that  three  things  muft  be 
J&HiBd  M)  »it  Firft,  it  xnuft  baire  a  promife  of 
deliverance  frorp  the  bondage  of  corruption,  as  a 
ground  for  its  hope,  and  a  warrant  for  his  expec- 
tation ;  for  hope  (lands  on  a  promife,  "  Remerri* 
ber  thy  word  unto  thy  fervant,  upon  which  thod 
liaft  caujfed  me  to  hope  ;*  but  none  but  believcrt 
.  are  l>eirs  of  promife, 

2.  This  creature  rauft  have  a  good  hope 
.through  grace,  for  the  hope  of  unjuil  men  perifli- 
eth ;  whereas  this  ^*  creature  Ihall  be  delivered 
from  the  bondage  of  corruption  into  the  glorious 
liberty  of  the  cliildr«n  of  God ;"  hence  Chrift 
muft  he  in  this  creature  the  hope  of  glory,  be- 
caufe  this  creature  hath  hope  in  his  death,  and 
'^  ihali'be  delivered,*'  faith  my  text,  therefore  he 
ihaU  not  be  difappointedof  his'hope. '  \ 
.  Moreoarcr,  tlie  cxpe^lalibn  of  this  creature  is  a 
grace,  of  the.  Spirit,  which  is  never  found-  in  ^ 
wkkcd:inan,.l)utJiic  contrary,  for  •Mhe^xpee- 
. ol  G  4  tation 
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tMidn  of  the  wielted  is  wn^**  Krbv«  x'.  IB*,  id.  7ii 
But  the  cipt&al&an  of  this  creature  is  of  God^ 
And  h%  IB  one  that  fbar^  God— ''  Let  not  thine 
l^eart  eovf  finnerSr  buft  b(i  thou  in  (Jie  fear  of  the 
Lord  f U  tho  day  looffx  for  furdy  ihfsre  id  an  eik| 
[a  Tewa94]^  and  thuie  ^jpt&smQn  fliaR  net  be 
icut  off.''  Prov.  aaiii,  t7,  W*  Hence  ir  is  plaia 
thi^t  ibt  ftwvd  of  this  creature  |s  'glory»  and 
hi$  fexpe<^tion  fhall  not  be  cut  off;  for  he  ^^  ihal(  * 
be  delivered  from  the  bondage  of  corruption  intq 
the  gloriou?  liberty  of  the  duldren  of  God.'* 

But  ftiH  the  great  qQeilion  is,  who  this  crea-' 
ture  h }  and  I  conclude  that  it  is  every  real  be^ 
Uever  in  Chriil  Jefus ;  for  ^f  if  any  xnaa  be  i^ 
Chrift  he  is  ^  n(iw  creature.'-  Or  Cor.  v.  1/. 
Whatever  hopes  or  expe(5tation$  nj^y  be  fdnnd  in 
iCfthers,  or  whateyer  birth-priyiiege§  they  may 
truft  in,  or  whatever  legal  works  <  pay  be  per- 
ibnned  by  them,  it  will  all  at  laft  come  to  no* 
thing — *^  For  in  Chrift  Jefus  neither  ch'cumciiioil 
.'availeth  any  thing,  nor  uncircumcifion,  but  a 
new  creature.''  Gal.  v.  6.  Every  new  creature  in 
Chrift  Jefus  is  in  expedlation  of  this  manifeftation 
of  the  fons  of  God,  and  fhall  undoubtedly  be  de- 
livered firom  the  bondage  of  corruption. 

Agaiv,  this  creature  is  the  whole  body  of  God*s 
eled,  jews  and  Gentiles  ^   ^  is  colle£dvely  the 
.  Lord  a  whole  my^cal  body,  called  apsan.  *^ Hav- 
ing ^boliflxod  in  his  ilefh  ^  edmit^,  f?en.  the 
law  of  conunandmenta  contained  in  ordinances; 
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fcr  i9  make' ill  hitaiifcif<yf  tmBotk  One  uti^  muh  ^ 
makiBg  peaice.**  £pk.  ii  15.  Thit  netv^  m^  it 
the:  genfeml  aflfanldjr  ind  chvmh  Of  the  firft^ 
born:,  canfiAifi^of  dl  the  d[e<£b  of  Qod^  wJuoti 
are  one  fold  iH^dw  one  theflbtcd;  or,  ^  ia  Chri^ 
•  Jefusi  one  netr  aum :  «  k  it  written^  ^^  Aqd  bf 
gave  fome  apoAle^  2(o.  for  At  edifying  of  the 
foody  of  Chrift ;  tiU  we  all  Qome  in  &e  unity  of 
the  £iith,  and  of  the  kiiQ#le^  of  the  Soo  of 
God,  unto  a  petfe^t  man,  unto  the  meafare  of 
^th6  fulnefi  of  the  ftatufe  of  ChrlA.*'  Eph.  iv.  12, ' 
13,  14.  Here  the  whole  ehuarch  is  called  the 
body  of  Chrift,  many  new  o^mit,  or  ,^Uf%  ^ 
but  only  one  new  man  or  body,  a  perfect  uiab  iii 
Chrift,  or  Chrift's  myllicai  body.  Now  ye  are 
the  \fody  of  CbrUt  Q^€dfdj;  ixni  meaobpra  m 
partipul^r. 

<^  The  earneft .  e^peiSbition  of  this,  creature 
waiteth^  &c*''  '  That  which  ^xciteth  and  ,en- 
icouiageth  this  eamf^fb  e:icpe6bition, .  is  the  truth 
^nd  fitithfolneis  of  God  which  hath  promifed  this 
.  deliver^nee,  aad  he  :will  perSarm  it ;  the  death  of 
^  Ohifift^alfo,  which  hath  fecBr^ife;,  and  made  it 
fujrft  to  all  the  fe6^.;  the  Spiril  of  God  lis  an.ea^ 

neftpfit,  be  bas;vevealed  k:to  u%  .railed  ns  to 

« 

hope  fpr  itf  end  to  exped  it* :  And  the  bq^  of 
iin  an4  death:  which  buidens  us;  the  worl({  whipfi 
bate^  us>.  the  de.vil  who  buffets  ua^^  the  infirmities 
jh^t  compafs  ^  about^^  bodily  a^^Uons  wfaic|^ 
Vf eigh  1041  dowuj  ihoitrlived  joys  and  longdei^j^- 
•  ^  tions>  k^ 
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fi Wi^Mak««^»:k)fig.  4r4  W'UMlb{hed,/to  depart 
ihd  ba:with  Chriil\  which:  is iur  better.  ^^  For  we 
k^oir  thistt  if  ouf  ieaithly  h0ti&i&f 'this  tabernacle 
<fe¥e  dlflblwcft^we  havei-a  buifd&gof  6bd,  an 
fcmie  riot.TtaadivKtb^haild^j  itemal  in  the  hea- 
vens.- •  For  ^n-thii*  we  groan  •earheftly,  deflrkig  to 
bc' clothed  upMoft-with  o6r»h6ufe  which  is  fironx 
heaven:"  a  Cor;^^. '  1,  2; '  Thefe  groaners  are 
parts  df  this  creatcifc  in  mytatt,  which  earneftly 
expeft  thte  manifeftACion  of -the  fons  of  God. 

But  whrit  is  tills  manifeftation  of  fonihip  i  Are 
not  beliereiB  the  -fons  of  Cod  [naliaiufeftly  fo] 
by  faith  in  Ghrift  Jefris  ?  Yc«,  for  lie  that  believes 
i^tb  the  wittlds  i^  himfelf,  and  that  wjtneid  is 
true^ ;  and  is  no  lie ;'  and  he  doth,  as  the  fpirit  of 
ladoption,  cry,  Abb?.  Father,  in  ail  believers;  and 
where  this  witnefs  and  this  cry  is,  fonfhlp  is  ma- 
'nifefted  there  alreadv,  ariijite  iS^nablcsd  to  claim 
'i¥,*though  the  poor  weakling  in  failh  andbab6  in 
grace  may  not ;  but  this  is  not  fhe  manifefiation 
•meant  in  my  text,  for  this  manifeftation  of  fon- 
-fhip  is  more  or  lefe  in  all  believ^^s  MW;*    . 

The  raanifcftation  of  thi6  fcmfKip  is  foraetbin^ 
future,  fomething  in  hope  and  eKpc<&ation,  which 
is  always  fonicthing  toconio;  "  for  what  a  niuii 
*feeth  fhirrfelfin  pofleffion  of]  wily  doth  he  yet 
nope  for?'*  and  what  a  thin  hath  already  got, 
■why  doth  he  yet  expert  ?  *♦  Now  ard  wc-fhe  foris 
of  God,"  this  ;is  already  mjrtiiftfted;  ■«1)at*{t 

doth  not  yet  appear,  what  we  ftall' be/*  thirfisyet 

»  -  -  • 

to 
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to  come ;  ^^  but'  we  Iknbw  that  wheii  he  appear- 
cth  we  (hall  be  like  him,  for  we'lhallfee  him  as 
he  is ;"  this  is  the  manifeflatlon  that  this  creature 
fo  eameftly  expefts. 

When  Chf  lit  was  iii  tlie  world  he  was  viewed 
and  embraced  as  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God* 
by  his  own  eleft ;  but  the  world  viewed  him  as  a 
deceiver,  a  madman,  and  as  Beelzebub :  but  all 
this  difhonour  m'uft  be  wipted' awrty ,  to  the  con- 
fufion  of  his  Ibes  aft'd  the 'glory  of  his  own- ma- 
jefty  r  and,  when  this  is  dohe,  Our  actoption  will 
Appear  before  our' ehcmies  as  his  divmcilbnlhip 
fhall  appear  before  his,  and  this  fhall  be  done 
when  we  are  ill  madeperfcdt  in  one  God,  Fa- 
ther," Son,-  and  "spirit  i  arid  then  the  world  Ihall 
fee,* and  believe  too,  as  devjld  believe  and'trem* 
ble :  yea,  the  Arxaft,  Sabeflian,  Sociniarl,  Athcifti 
Dcift,  Jew,  and  Infidd;  forfo  it  is  written;*^ That 
they  all  may  be  oni»V'R^  thou,  Father,  art  in  mc, 
and  Tin  thee,  that  they  alfo  may  be  one  in  us; 
that  the  World  rnay  Mieve  that  thou,  haft  fent 
pie.*^  John  xvii.  21 .  W^hen  tliis  end  arrives  there 
will  be' no  more  cQntro:vorry  about  thoe  myftery  of 
godlinefs;  Chrift  will  hppe^r  ihcjviftGod  and 
the  Saviour  *5n  all  Ws  glorious  majefty,  and  the 
faints  in  all  their  glory  j  -(knil^  iti  all  their  villany, 
and  Chrift's  enemies  in  all  their  confiition,  fhamc, 
-atid'everlafting  contyrfipt,  Chfifl  told'the  Jews, 
^'^  Wlitfn  ye  have  lifted  up  the  fon  ofnmn,  then 
ye  fliftlMchow  I'  am  ;**  but  he  gave  them  not  an 
■  •  '  honeft 
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liooeft  heart  to  confefs  it^  "but  left  them  to  fia 
with  optn  eyes^  that  they  might  drown  tliemfelyes 
in  the  great  tcan^rcflion. 

Furthermore,  As  Chrift  was,  fo  are  we  in  thisw 
world.  We  are  deemed  fools^  impojftors,  n^d* 
nen,  falfe  prophets,  dicceiver^^*  the  filth  and  off* 
icouringpf  the  earth,  and  are  treated  accordingly  v 
)>ut  our  fooihip  ihall  be  as  fiilly  manifefied  to  the 
wicked,  in  the  day  of  judgment  as  it  is  to  u& 
now.  <<  All  that  fee  them  AaU  acknowledge 
them  that  they  are  the  feed  which  the  Lord  hath 
Uefled i^  for  there  ihall  be  a  confpicuous  mani* 
feftatioQ  both  of  the  iocs  of  God  and  of  the  chil<* 
dren  of  the  devil;  for  the  one  fhall  appear  Sq 
the  image  of  Chrift,  and  God  Aiall  defpife  the 
image  of  the  other ;  goats  and  iheep  fhall  be  ie^ 
panited,  the  goats  ihall  acknowledge  the  ihcep^ 
and  the  iheep  ihaU  fee  the  goabs, 

"  For  the  creature  was  made  fubje<a  to  vanity, 
not  willingly,  but  by  reafon  of  hiux  who  hath 
fubjcftcd  the  fame  in  hope."  Rom.  viii.  20. 
Whatever  this  vanity  is  that  this  creature  is  made 
fubjeA  to,  it  is  foraething  difa^eeable  .to  it,  for 
it  is  made  fubjeA  to  it  not  willingly.  Sin  and 
4he  pleafures  of  it  are  vanity,  which  man  is  not 
.unwilling  to  th^  puifuit  of,  nor  can  any  thing 
.but  a  divine  power.  ^playM  incline  his  will  to 
.choofe  the.  better  part.  Bi^t  it  may  be  obje6ted, 
that  a  new  cycature  in  Chriil  is  delivered  from  all 
(this.    To  .which  I  anfwer,  thore  is  in  Mim  the 
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flefh  that  loves  the  law  of  fin^  and  a  luAing  ;A 
times  after  evil  things ;  yea,  and  at  times  a  wiU- 
ingnef&to  them,  though  the  fear  of  God  awes 
him,  and  the  Spirit  affifts  him  in  mortification 
and  felf-denial ;  yet,  if  tiie  deeds  of  the  body  arc 
mortified  through  the  Spirit,  it  is  plain  that  mor- 
tification is  a  croffing  and  difappointing  the  will 
of  the  flelh,  and  felf-denial  is  nothing  elfe  but  n 
refufing  to  gratify  lelf.  Neither  of  thcfe  thii:^ 
iappear  to  me  tg  be  the  vanity  to  which  this  crea- 
ture is  unwillingly  fub}e(%. 

Again,  Vanity  is  written  upon  man  himfelf^ 
and  upon  every  thing  beneath  the  fun,  for  "  all 
is  vanity,**  all  is  light,  tranfient,  diiIatisfa<doryt 
unfubftantial,  difappointing,  and  grievous ; '  it  is 
vanity  and  vexation  of  foul ;  but  to  this  A^anity 
the  creaturfc  is  not  by  nature  unwillingly  fubjeA, 
no  not  the  creature  in  my  text.  The  enjoyment 
of  a  wife  and  family,  riches,  honour,  pleafuit:, 
apparel,  and  many  other  things  of  this  life,  he  can 
find,  at  times,  that  member  of  the  old  man,  call* 
ed  inordinate  afFeAions,  going  out  after  ^efe, 
whi^h  coft  him  many  a  ftripe,  and  many-'-a 
groan. 

In  (hort,  the  vanity  to  which  the  creature  is 

•  unwillingly  fubjeiSl,  is  death.  /*  The  wife  rnan^s 
eyes  are  in  his  head^   but  the  fool  walketh  in 

f  darjknefs :  and  I  myfelf  perceived  aifo  that  one 
event  happeneth  to  them  all.  Then  faid  I  in  my 
h^art,  As  it  bappeneth  to  the  fool,  fo  it  happen^ 

elh 
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cth  even  to  mc;;  and  why  was  I  then  more  wife  i 
Then  I  faid  in  xv^y  heart,  that  this  alfo  is  vanity* 
And  how  dieth  the  wife  man  ?  as  the  fool."  Eccl. 
ii.  14, 15.  To  this  vanity  the  creature  is  fubje^l- 
cd,  but  not  willingly. 

.  And  when  was  this  creatufe  made  fubjed  to 
tliis  vanity  ?  Anfwcr,  it  was  done  in  paradife, 
where  Jehovah  iaid,  **  Duft  thou  art,  and  unto 
duft  thou  flialt  return."  There  is  in  natui-e  an 
'unwillingnejfe  to  this,  for  death,  abftraAedly  con- 
fidered,  hath  nothing  pleafing  in  it  j  for,  though 
the  heaven-born  foul  may  long  for  it  in  ojdcr  to 
obtain  the  full  enjoymentof  Chrill,  the  foul  being 
anncd  againft  the  fecond  death,  yet  the  jfleih  is 
weak,  the  body  hath  no  armour,  the  weakeft 
part  muil  go  to  the  wall.  Bcfides,  grievous  pains, 
languid  fpirits,  incrcafing  infimiities,  dying  ago- 
nies, weeping  friends,  and  leaving  poor  fathcrlcfs 
children  behind  in  a  mifcrable  fmful  world,  are 
things  in  thcmfclves  not  plcaling  to  nature.  He 
is  fubjecfted  to  this  vanity  unwillingly,  and  no 
wonder,  when  the  human  nature  of  Chvift,  at  the 
approach  of  death,  "  began  to  be  exceeding  for- 
rowful,  even  unto  death,  and  fore  amazed." 

But  God  hath- fubjcdlcd  the  creature  to. this 
icanity  in  hope ;  for,  at  the  fame  time  that  he 
laid,  "  To  duft  thou  Ihalt  return,"  he  raifed  them 
to  hope  by  a  promife,  "  The  feed  of  the  woman 
Ihall  bruifc  the  fcrpent's  head;"  and,  as  Paul 
fays,  *^  Chrill  dcftrojcd  him  that  had  the  power 
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of  derfth,  that  is  the  devil,  and  delivered  thenf' 
who  through  the  fear  ofcjcatb  W^a  aU  Aeir  lifej- 
time  fubjed  to  bondage/'     Hew  is  deaths  and 
bondage  through  the  fesar  of  it,  to  which  the  qea- 
ture  is  unwillingly  Xubjedl.  , 

But  the  creature  13  fabje<Sted  in  hope  of  a^  re- 
fuitccaion  through  Chrifti  for  God  be^ot  the 
apoftlcs  again  to  a  lively  hope  by  it)  aad  tl^^^ul- 
timate  end  of  Paul's  hope  was  to  attain  to  the 
refurre6Uon  of  the  dead.  For,  though  h^  wanted 
to  depart  and  be  with  Chrift,  and  to  be  unclothed, 
or  iiripped  of  the  moital  body,  yet  he  had  fomo- 
thing  in  view  beyond  that :  •*  Notfor^that wp 
would  be  unclothed,  but  clothed  upon  with  our 
houfe  which  is  firom  above,  that  mortality  may  be 
fwallowedup'  of  life,  when  this  mortal  body 
ihall  have  put  on  immortality.  The  laft  enemy 
thatihall  be  deftroyed- is  death ;"  and.  then,  "  O 
grave,  where  is  thy  vidlory  ?  I  will  ranfom  them 
from  the- power  of  the  grave,  I  will  redeem  them 
from  death." 

To  the  full  and  eternal  enjoyment  of  this  glory, 
God  hath  fubjedled  tliis  creature  in  hope.  Chrift's 
fleih  refted  in  hope,  becaufe  it  was  not  to  fee 
corruption ;  and  ours  ihall  refl  in  hope  alfo.  • 

'*  Becaufe  the  creature  itfelf  Ihall  be  delivered 
from  the  bondage  of  corruption,  into  the  glori- 
ous liberty  of  the  fons  of  God."    By  the  entrance 

of  fin  into  the  world  all  flefti  hath  corrupted  it$ 

• 

way;   and^  although  by  grace  through  faith  in 
6  Chrift 


ThxiA  iwp  haw  ^^^capedlhc  corruption  that  is  te 
ffae  world  through  luft/*  yet  the  new  bom  fool  is 
fkdly  annoyed  by  the  oonruptton  of  depraved  na* 
tore ;  and^  as  for  the  body^  it  is  nothing  elfe  but 
corruption,  and  is  fubje<Sted,   bound  over>   and 
doomed  to  death)  pntrdadtion,  and  ooiruption  s 
and  ihall  deeay,  rot,  and  turn  to  dnfi.     It  is 
-finite  in  oorniption^  and  ihall  comq>t ;  it  is^  fowa 
in-  diihonoury  loiping  the  rewards  of  its  fin ;  it  is 
Town  in  weaknefs,  unable  to  refift  the  king  of 
^terrors,  or  its  doom  to  duA  i  it  is  fown  a  natural 
i>ody9  and  has  nothing  fpiiitual  in  it  when  it  is 
fown.    But  this  bondi^  of  corruption  ihall  be 
{nx>ken  off;  for  he  ''  ihall  change  our  vile  bodies, 
and  faihion  them  like  onto  his  glorious  body,  ac- 
cording to -Ae  working  whereby  he  is  able  even 
to  fubdue  all  things  unto  himfelf/*    Phil.  iii.  21. 
Then  Ihall  the  body  be  raifed  in  incorruption,  in 
glory,  in  power,  and  a  fpiritual  body,  like  that 
of  the  fecond  Adam,  for  we  ihall  be  like  him, 
an4  fee  him  as  he  is ;   for  he  that  is  perfe(ft  (in 
this  fenfe)  ihall  be  as  his  mafter ;  that  is,  he  fhall 
awake  in  his  likenefji  and  be  fatisiied  therewith. 
^  Thou  which  hail  ihewcd  me  great  and  fore 
troubles  ihalt  quicken  me  again,  and  bring  me  up 
again  from  the  depths  of  the  earth ;  thou  ihidt  in- 
creaie  my  greatneiS}  and  comfort  me  on  every  fide.'* 
Pfalm  Ixxi.  20.    When  this  work  is  performed, 
then  fhall  the  adoption  of  fons  he  manifeiled, 
even  to  the  body  as  well  as  -to  the  foul;  and  it 
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fliall  bd  mainifefted  to  thei  wiclked  aifo,  for  they  (hall 
fee  it ;  for  of  all  that  is  given  to  Chrift  he  will 
lofe  nothing,  but  will  raife  it  up  at  the  laft  day, 
arid  prefent  them  dl  to  the  Father,  with  a  ^'  Be- 
hold me  and  the  children  which  thou  hall:  given 
mc;**  TKcfe.are  the  many  fons  that  fhall  be  brought 
to  glory.  MoreoYtr,  the  manifeftation  of  th6 
fons  of  God  in  this  life*  is  in  faith,  in  hope,  and 
in  evidence  and  witnefs ;  and  even  that  not  fully, 
for  we  know  but  in  part,  it  doth  not  yet  appear 
what  we  ihall  be,  we  only  look  through  a  glafs 
darkly,  and  not  face  to  face.  Again,  though  it  is 
manifefted  to  the  believer  hiitifelf,  yet  not  to 
others,  and  efpecially  to  the  wicked.  But  we  are! 
to  return  from  the  grave,  and  to  fee  clearly  the 
difference  between  the  righteous  ^nd  th^  wicked^ 
and  between  him  that  ferveth  God  and  he  that 
ferveth  bim  not :  and  this  ihall  be  done  when  the 
earth  Jhall  be  burnt  up^  when  the  day  fhall  come 
that  bometh  as  an  oven,  the  day  in  which  God 
makes  up  his  jewels.  Mai.  iii.  179 18. 

That  this  is  what  the  apoflle  had  in  view  id 
plain  from  what  follows,  and  that  he  includes 
himfelf  m  this  hope  is  more  evident.  **  We  which 
have  the  firft  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  even  we  ourfelves 
groan  within  ourfelves,  waitipg  for  the  adoption ; 
to  wit,  the  iipdemption  of  our  body."  Here  the 
adopticMfi  longed  for  and  expected  is  the  redemp- 
tion c^  the  body,  which  is  promifed  to  hope,  and 
which  hope  expedts ;  though  we  do  not  now  fee 
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it  as  yet  pcrforiucd,  yet  it  fhall  be  pcrfbcmedf  for 
Chrift  is  the  Saviour  of  tlie  body,  and  this  lal- 
vation  (or  deliverance)  fhall  be  revealed  in  the 
laft  times,  1  fct.  i.  5.  '^  For  wc  arc  ikved  by 
hope :  but  hope  that  is  feen  is  not  hope  \  for  what 
9.  nian  fecth,  why  doth  he  yet  hope  for  ?  But  if 
we  hope  for  that  wc  fee  not,  then  do  we  with  pa-* 
tience  wait  for  it/'  Rom.  viii,  24,  lb.'     »  ' 

That  which  makes  this  text  appear  fo  ambigui 
OU6,  is  the  apoftle's  digreilion  from  his  fubge6):. 
The  apoftle  had  been  dropping  fomo  hints  about 
the  great  fufferiug  of.  the  faints ;  firft  under  a 
fpirit  of  ]3ondage,  which  was  now  removed  from 
theni.  *'  Ye  have  not  received  the  fpirit  of  bondage 
again  to  fbar,  &c."  Again,  "  If  fo  be  that  we 
fafFcr  with  Chrift,  we  fliall  be  alfo  glorified  to- 
gether.*' Once  more,  "  For  I  reckon  tliat  the 
fufferings  of  this  prefent  time  are  not  worthy  to 
be  compared  with  the  glory  that  fhall  be  revealed' 
in  us."'  Our  fuflbrings  are  but  for  a  moment, 
but  glory  is  eternal ;  God  accounts  us  worthy  of 
the  kingdom  for  which  we  fuffer.  But  what  is  all 
our  forrowful  fufferings  when  compared  to  the 
joys  and  pleafurc  of  that  glorious  kingdom  ?  Our 
afRidlions  are  light,  but  they  work  out  for  us  a 
far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory. 
And  now  the  apoftle  for  a  moment  d^grefics  from 
his  fubje<^,  which  has  occafioncd  many  to  wander 
from  the  fcrife :  and  it  is  as  though  he  would  lay. 
Do  not  you  think  that  all' -the  fulfedogi  of .  lliis^ 
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world,  as  the  dreadful  effects  of 
upon  UB.    No,  no ;  man  is  bom  ti  * 

fparks  fly  upward ;  deftnidHon  a: 
flidlions,  trouble,  bondage,  and 
upon  all  more  or  lefs.  All  groaningand  travail- 
ing doth  not  light  upon  us  fo  as  to  exclude  the 
wicked  •.  no  j  nor  even  are  they  excluded  who  per- 
fecute  U8 ;  "  for  we  know  that  the  whole  creation 
[every  creature]  groaneth  and  travaileth  in  pain 
together  until  now."  And  now  the  apoftle  re- 
afllimes  his  fubjecEt  again,  faying,  "  And  not  only 
they,  but  ourfelves  alfo,  which  have  the  firft 
fruits  of  the  Spirit,  even  we  ourfelves  groan 
within  ourfelves,  waiting  for  the  adoption ;  to 
wit,  the  redemption  of  our  bodies."  And  by  this 
laft  palTage  he  explains  and  confirms  what  he  fet 
out  upon ;  namely;  the  refurredtioa  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  certaintj'  of  our  bodies  being 
quickened  as  well  as  his  ;  for  his  rcfurre<51ion  is  a 
pledge  and  earneft  of  ours  ;  and  the  fame  fpirit 
that  quickened  Chrift  (for  he  was  put  to  death  in 
the  flelh,  but  quickened  by  the  Spirit)  Ihall  quick- 
en us  alfo,  for  it  is  from  this  the  apoftle  ai^es. 
"  But  if  the  fpirit  of  him  that  raifcd  up  Jefus  from 
the  dead  dwell  in  you,  he  that  raifcd  up  Chrift 
from  the  dead  -fhall  alfo  quicken  your  mortal 
bodies  by  his  Spirit  that  dwelleth  in  you."  This 
is  what  the  creature  hath  in  hope  and  expectation, 
to  be  clothed  with  glory  and  immortality,  and  that  i 

death  and  mortality  may  be  fwallowcd  up«f  life.         f 
9  ^     And 
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1  Chrift  will  Hill  hcdd  his  regal 
hath  *'put  down  ail  rale,  all  au- 
power,  for  the  laft  enemy  that 
rd  is  death  ;'*  at  the  deftruflion  of 
this  eoemy  that  faying  fhall  be  brought  to  pais 
that  is  written,  "  Death  is  fwallowed  up  in  vic- 
tory i '  then  the  top-ftone  fhall  be  brought  fbrth 
with  fliouting,  crying,  Grace,  Grace  unto  it. 
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SERMON. 


*  Isaiah  xxx.  a8. 

AND  HIS  BREATH^  AS  AN  OVERFLOWING  STREAM, 
SHALL  REACH  TO  TH£  MIDST  OF  THE  NECK^  TO 
SIFT  THE  NATIONS  WITH  THE  SIEVE  OF  VANITY: 
AND  THERE  SHALL  BE  A  ^RIDLE  IN  THE  JAWS  OF 
THE  PEOPLE^   CAUSING  THEM  TO  ERR* 

1  HE  prophet,  in  the  preceding  verfcs,  is  predtd-* 
ing  Jerufalem's  deftrudtioh,  and  the  abundance  of 
God's  grace  and  fpiric  upon  the  litde  hills  of  Zion, 
both  among  the  believing  Jews  and  Gentiles,  at 
that  time^j — verfe  25.  He  next  prophefies  of  the 
fuperaboiinding  light  which,  in  gofpel  days,  (houj^ 
exceed  that  of  the  former  difpenfarion  j  that  if  the 
church  of  God  was  called  the  tnvon  then>  it  fhould 
now  be  called  the^«  i  and  that,  if  there  were  chil- 
dren of  the  day  in  that  date,  the  light  fliould  be  as 
the  light  of  fcVea  days  in  thb|— verfe  26*     He 
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then  proceeds  to  Chrift,  calling  him  the  name  of  the 
Lordy — in  allufion  to  God's  charge  to  Mofcs,  Offend 
bim  not  J  for  my  name  is  in  him;  and  becaufe  the  name 
of  the  Lord,  proclaimed  before  Mofcs,  The  Lord, 
ths  Lord  God,  gracious  and  merciful ^  flow  to  anger ^ 
abundant  in  goodmfs  and  in  truths  pardoning  iniquity^ 
tranjgreffion^  andfin^  was  now,  in  a  mofl:  wonderful 
manner,  to  be  verified,  to  be  nwde  known,  and  to 
be  experienced  and  enjoyed  by  all  the  eleA  of  God. 
But,  as  this  name  of  the  Lord  was  {adly  provoked 
for  forty  years  together  by  the  unbelieving  Jews  in 
the  wiWtmefs,  fo  it  would  be  provoked  again  by 
thofe  who  rctufe  to  hear  his  voice,  and  harden  their 
hearts  ajjainft  liim,  as  in  the  provocation,  when 
their  fathers  tempted  him,  proved  him,  and  faw  his 
works  forty  yeprs.  And  fo  like  wife  it  vvould  be  with 
the  unbelieving  Gentiles,  againft  whom,  as  well  as 
againil  the  Jews,  he  would  come  burning  with  an- 

*ger;  and  thofe,  who  fet  themfclvcs  againft  him, 
jhould  find  and  feel  the  burden  of  his  indignation  \ 
for  his  word  a^  a  fire  fball  kindle  in  them,  dnd  at 
lafl:  defiroy  them;   and  my  \z%\.  informs  you  how. 

r  And  bis  h'eatby  as  an  overflowing  ftream^  fball  reach 
to  tbemidji  of  the  neck,  tofift  the  nations  witb  tbejieve 
f^  vanity:  and  there  fiall  be  a  bridle  in  the  jaws  of  tbjs 
people,  caujing  them  to  err. 

In  this  work  I  will  endeavour  to  give  you  nvy 
thoughts  in  the  foUowing  order: 

1.  What  I  ^nderftand  by  the  Lord's  b^eaib^i 

2.  Why  pQmpar94  co  %Jireani. 

:         ■        ''  "  '  3,  The 
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5-  ^he  fteck  which  this  ftream  reaches  to. 

4.  The  Jteve  of  vanity  ufcd  among  the  nations j 
and 

5.  The  bridle  in  the  jaws  of  firmer Sy  which  fhdl 
make  them  to  err. 

The  ftrft  account  that  we  have  of  the  breath  of 
the  Lord  is  in  Gen,  ii.  7.  God  breathed  into  his  no/^ 
trils  the  breath  of  lifcy  and  man  became  a  living  Jotd. 
A  living  foul  was  infufed  into  Adam's  body,  which 
animated  it,  aftijatcd  it,  influenced  it,  and  poflcfled 
iti  and  man  was  pronounced  goodj  for  God  made 
man  upright,  yea,  in  the  image  of  God  created  he 
him.     But>  alas!    Adam  finned,  and  all  th^  was* 
good  left  him,  and  evil  found  him:   life  left  Jiim, 
and  the  fentence  of  death  entered  into  him :  Sin  en-- 
fered,  and  death  by  fin -^  andfo  death  faffed  Upon  aU, 
for  all  han)e  finned.     But  God  promifcs  to  the  houfe 
of  Ifrael  that  he  will  breathe  upon  them  once  more. 
Behold,  I  will  caitfe  breath  to  enter  into  you,  and  ye 
fhall  live.     Come  from  the  four  winds ^  O  breathy  and 
breathe  upon  thefe  flain,  that  they  may  live}  for  I  will 
put  my  fpirit  into  you,  and  ye  fhall  live;  and  ye  fhall 
know  that  I  the  Lord  havefpoken  it.    The  New  Tef- 
tament  will  inform  us  of  the  going  forth  of  this  breath 
of  the  Lord  among  the  nations.    As  my  Father  hatb  * 
fent  me,  even  fo  fend  I  you.     And,  when  he  had  f aid 
this,  he  breathed  on  them,  and  faith  unto  them.  Receive 
ye  the  Holy  Ghofl.     Whofefoever  fins  ye  remit,  they 
are  remitted  unto  the^i  ^^d  whofefoever  fins  ye  retain, 
they  are  retained.    John  xx.  2a,  aj.     This  is  the 
'^      '  .A3  going 
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goii^  forth  of  the  breath  of  the  Lord  into  the  na- 
tions; for  they  were  to  go  into  all  nations,  and  to 
preach  the  gofpel  to  every  creature  j  and  the  Spi- 
rit of  the  Lord  was  to  fpeak  in  them,  and  thefe  ef* 
fefts  were  to  follow— feme  mcn*s  fins  were  to  be 
remitted,  and  the  fins  of  others  were  to  be  retained; 
thofe  that  believe  are  to  be  faved,  and  thofe  that 
believe  not  are  to  be  damned.  Hence  the  fervants 
of  the  Lord  are  a  fweet  favour  of  God  in  them  that* 
are  faved,  and  in  them  that  perifh;  for  Chrift  by  his 
SfMrit  fpeaks  in  his  ftrvants^and  hence  it  is  faid 
chat  with  tbi  rod  of  bis  mouth  be  Jmtes  tbe  earth 
"(and  iieals  it  again),  andwitb  tbe  breatb  of  his  lips  be 
fUtfs  tbe  wicked:  and  thefe  things  are  done  by  the 
words  which  are  in  the  mouth  of  every  mincer  of 
the  Spirhi  and  thus  life  and  death  are  in  tbe  power  of 
tbe  tongue  \  for  fome  are  quickened  by  the  Spirit,  and 
others  are  left  twice  dead,  plucked  up  by  the  roots. 
I  come  now  to  treat  of  the  ftream  to  which  the 
Lord's  breath  is  compared. 

The  Holy  Spirit's  well  known  emUems  are  thoie 
of  breath,  wind,  fire,  and  water ;  two  of  which  are 
xncntiooed  in  my  text;  the  lad  of  which  is  that  of 
an  overflowing >2r€i7«r>  which  carries  all  beibre  it; 
for  he  fits,  qualifies,  and  fends  the  preacher;  dire£ts 
him  where  to  go,  and  where  not;  and  furnillies  him 
with  matter  and  manner;  and  always  works  with 
and  by  the  word.  Some  fouls  lie  enters  into,  and 
abides  with ;  and  they  are  fanned  by  tbe  wiping  of  re- 
generation^ and  by  tbe  renewing  of  tbe  Holjf  Gboft:  while 
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thofe  who  refill  him,  and  oppofe  themfthres  to  him, 
and  endeavour  to  counteraift  his  work,  and  ridicule 
and  abule  his  power,  influence,  and  operations,  he 
leaves  dried,  blafled,  and  withered,  under  the  re- 
bukes and  reproofs  of  heaven,  which  kindle  in 
them,  as  fit  fuel  for  everlafting  burnings..  Topbet  is 
ordained  of  old  \  yea^for  the  king  it  is  prepared  i  be 
batb  made  it  deep  and  targe:  the  pile  thereof  is  fire  and 
much  woodi  and  the  breath  of  the  Lord^  like  a  fir  earn 
of  brim/lone,  doth  kindle  it.  Ifai.  xxx.  ^^^ — Under 
the  wrath  and  curfe  of  God  the  gofpcl  finds  fuch 
finners,  and  under  the  fame  it  leaves  them;  when 
hardneis  of  heart,  defperate  wickednels,  or  a  fearfut' 
looking-for  of  judgment,  is  fure  to  follow,  to  find 
out,  and,  fooner  or  later,  to  confume  thefe  advcr- 
faries.  This  ftrcam  reaches  to  the  mldft  of  the 
necki  which  is  what  I  come  next  to  defcribe« 

The  neck  is  that  part  of  the  human  body  which 
unites  the  head  and  the  body  together  i  and  to  this 
the  fcriptures  often  allude;  for  inftance,  Chrift  is 
called  the  head^  as  he  is  the  head  of  influence,  from 
whom  all  grace  flows ;  and  the  covenant  bead,  who 
reprefents  the  whole  church ;  and  the  church  is  his 
body.  Now  ye  are  the  body  of  Chrift  y  'faith  Paul,  and 
Ihembers  in  particular :  and  again,  the  hujband  is  the 
bead  of  the  zvife,  even  as  Chrift  is  the  head  of  the 
church.  But  then  what  can  the  neck  be,  that  unites 
this  glorious  head  to  this  myftical  body  ?  I  think 
this  neck  muft  be  the  covenant  of  grace;  for  God 
.the  Father  firilt  chofe  that  human  nature,  which  the 
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Won!  was  to  ^flumc,  from  everlafting,  and  tfien 
chofe  us  in  him,  gave  us  to  him,  and  made  us  odc 
with  him :   and  he  fixed  his  eternal  love  upon  us 
in  him  before  the  world  was  made.  '  By  the  tenor 
of  this  covenant  elected  (inners  were  efpoufed  to 
Chrift  from  everlafting,  and  are  openly  betrothed 
to  him  in  time.   /  will  belrotb  thee  to  me  in  rigbteouf-^ 
nefs^  in  mercies,  and  in  laving  kindnefsi  yea,  I  will  be^ 
troth  thee  to^  me  in  fakbfukejs^  and  thou  jhalt  know 
the  Lord.     Thus  this  fecret  betrothing  to  Chrifl  ia 
eternity  terminates  in  openly  efpouling  us  to  him  in 
time  by  the  gofpel,  as  Paul  fpeaksj  I  have  efpoufed 
you  unto  a  good  bujband,  that  I  may  prefint  you  as  a 
ihafie  virgin  unto  Cbrijl.     Hence  it  appears  that,  by 
the  covenant  of  grace,  we  were  made  one  with 
Chrift  in  eternity^  but  then  where  is  that  which 
.unites  us  to  him  in  time  ?    Nothing  can  do  this  but 
love,  becaufe  we  are  enemies;  and  enmity  feparates 
between  the  Lord  and  us.  God  reconciled  us  to  him* 
felf  by  Jefus  Chrift,  and  has  feat  the  word  of  re- 
conciliation to  us;  and  we  are  entreated  by  his  fer- 
vants  to  be  reconciled  to  him.    But,  as  the  carnal 
tnind  is  enmity  againft  him,  nothing  but  his  love 
revealed,  made  known,   and  (hed  abroad  in  the 
heart,  can  remove  our  enmity:  this  will  make  m 
friends;  and  this,   and  only  this,  can  unite  us  to 
him;  for  love  is  the  bond  of  all perfeclm/s i  and  this  is 
the  bond  that  binds  the  foul  up  in  the  bundle  of  life 
with'  the  Lord  our  God:  and  this  love,  winning  arid 
drawing  all  our  lovt  to  him,  is  the  neck  that  unites 
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the  tovenant  head  and  his  body  myftical  together  s 
and  where  this  is  wanting  there  dan  be  no  union  i 
for  be  that  lovetb  father  cr  moiher  better  than  me  is 
not  worthy  of  me.  ^^ 

Many  high  encomiums  are  put  upon  this  neck  of 
the  holy  fpoufe.  jSy  neek  is  comely  with  chains  tf 
gold.  Song  i.  lo.  The  neck  is  mutual  love  between 
Chrift  and  his  bride ;  the  chains  are  the  promi&s 
of  the  gofpel^  the  apples  of  gold  in  pictures  of  fil-» 
ver:  for,  in  plain  Englifh,  all  that  do  not  receive 
the  love  of  the  truth,  and  the  truth  in  the  love  of  1^ 
are  given  up  to  believe  a  lie;  for  God  (hall  (end  to 
them  ftrong  dclufions. 

Again— Ti&y  neck  is  like  the  tower  of  David,  huilded 
for  an  armoury ,  whereon  there  hang  a  tbaufand  iuck- 
lersj  all  Jhields  of  mighty  men.  Song  i  v.  14.  This 
intimates  that  the  many  infernal  and  human  at-*, 
tacks  that  are  made  at  the  church,  to  feparate  her 
from  her  heavenly  head  and  hufband,  are  all  in 
vain;  though,  to  accomplifh  thi-,  hath  ever  been,. 
and  ever  will  be,  the  fchemes,  plots,  and  unholy 
war,  both  of  devils  and  reprobates :  but,  in  cove- 
nant, God  and  his  truth  are  both  our  i^ield  and 

buckler. 

•  *  * 

0  Again — Thou  baft  ravijhed my  hearty' my fifter,  mf 

Jpufe:  thou  haft  rannfhed  my  heart  with  one  of  thine 
eye^y  with  one  chain  of  thy  neck.  Song  iv.  9,  Love 
is  the  neck  j  and  this  chain,  or  the  fpqufe's  neck- 
lace, is  the  doftrines  of  the  gofpej,  which,  like  a 
chain,  hang  all  together,  and  depend  one  on  an- 
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odieri'  m  which  there  is  a  wonderful  harmonf, 
every  link  bearing  its  part :  and  without  every  link 
be  kept  in  its  proper  place^  the  whole  chain  is 
weakened^  entangled,  and  confulcd;  and  appears 
lb  to  every  poor,  weak  believer,  both  in  the  fcrip- 
tures,  in  the  judgment,  and  in  the  experience,  of 
the  poor  foul ;  and  fb  they  feel  it  to  their  forrowj 
whofe  minds  have  been  unfettled,  their  judgments 
bewildered,  and  their  affeftions  excluded  for  a 
while  from  the  Lord  Jefas,  by  the  indrumentality 
of  damnable  heretics,  who  have  feduced  them  f?om 
Chrift,  that  they  might  affect  them. 

Solomon,  in  his  dark  fayings,  gives  his  pupils 
many  inftruftions  about  the  neck.  Myfctiy  bear  the 
inftru£li<m  rftby  father^  and  forjake  not  the  law  of  thy 
mother  \  for  they  fhall  be  an  ornament  of  grace  to  thini 
h^ad^  and  chains  about  thy  neck.  The  inltrudion  of 
our  fiither  is  the  tuition  of  Chrift,  the  everlafting 
Father,  the  Prince  of  Peace:  the  law  of  Sarah,  who 
18  the  mother  of  us  all,  is  the  law  of  &ith ;  the  befi: 
ornament  of  grace  to  the  head  is  God  the  health  of 
our  countenance;  and  the  bed  chain  to  the  neck  is 
truth  in  t]#  love  of  it. 

Again — Let  not  mercy  and  truth  forjake  thee :  hind 
tbem  about  thy  necky  write  them  upon  the  table  of  thin  f 
heart.  Pro  v.  iii.  3.  Mercy,  grace,  and  truth,  came  . 
by  Jefus  Chrift;  and  Solomon's  counfc^  is*  to  bind 
them  about  our  neck;  for,  if  die  hearing  of  thefe 
things  bring  about  no  union  between  Chrift  and  die 
foul,  what  doth  it  proBt  ?  juft  nothing :  and,  if  they 
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are  not  written  on  the  tables  of  the  heartj  the  new 
covenant  is  not  revealed  to  the  ibul;  for  to  wri(e 
the  laws  of  God  on  the  heart  and  mind^  and  to  re- 
move fin  from  us>  and  to  remember  it  no  more,  is 
the  better  covenant:  and  where  this  is  not  done, 
there  can  be  no  experience  of  this  deliverance  jfrom 
fin ;  and  where  there  is  no  experience  of  pardon, 
there  can  be  no  hope  of  the  glory  of  God  in  hea- 
ven; for  it  is  experience  that  worketh  hope.  Thufe 
Chrifi:  is  the  head ;  and  all  the  eled,  Jews  and  Gen* 
dies,  are  the  body.  God  in  coveftent  made  them 
one  in  eternity  s  and  when  covenant  love  is  made 
known  to  them,  they  become  one  fpint  in  times 
love,  as  the, neck,  unites  them;  and,  by  virtue  6f 
this  union,  the  body  is  influenced  by  the  head,  and 
made  fruitful,  as  a 'branch  is  in  the  vine,  or  as  a 
wife  is  CO  her  hufband :  and  the  great  truths  of  the 
gofpel  are  the  church's  ornamental  necklace*  Euc^ 
after  all^  this  is  not  the  neck  mendoncd  in  my  text. 

There  is  another  head,  befides  Chrift.  Satan 
bears  this  name:  The  womatCs  Jeed  JhaU  bru^e  thy 
beadf  and  tbou  Jhdt  bruife  his  heeL  This  work  was 
done  in  a  figure  at  Ifrael's  deliverance  out  of 
£gypt>  for  Pharaoh  was  a  type  of  the  dcviL  non 
it;ounde^  ibe  head  out  of  the  bouft  of  the  wicked^  by 
difcavering  the  foundation  eojen  to  the  ne:k.  Hab.  iii.  x  j. 
When  God  poured  on  the  Egyptians  the  fiercene& 
of  his  wrath,  he  fent  evil  angels  among  them ;  and 
tbefe  influenced  Pharaoh,  and  all  his  mighty  war« 
rion^  to  purfue  IfraeU  ^>  when  God  overthrew 
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diem  in  the  Red  Sea,  he  is  faid  to  break  the  beads  (f 
ibe  dragons  in  tbe  waters.  Pfalm  Ixxiv.  13,  Ic  is 
this  head  that  inSuences  and  leads  on  the  whole  hoft 
of  perfecutors  srgainft  Chrift.  But  heJbaU  wound  tbe 
head  of  bis  enemies ^  Pfalnri  Ixviii.  2 1 .  And  this  work 
he  did  efFedtually  when  he  triumphed  over  princi- 
palities and  powers  upon  the  crofs  $  ^  and  the  bleiied 
effeds  of  this  hath  been,  ftAl  is,  and  will  be,  feen 
and  known,  all  the  world  over,  in  future  times,  when 
heJbaU  wound  tbe  beads  over  matry  countries. 

This  head  has  got  a  body,  in  which  he  reigns  and 
rules;  and  thefe  are  the  children  of  diibbedience : 
and  there  is  a  fad  covenant  betwixt  them,  called 
a  covenant  witb  deatb,  and  an  agreement  with  belly 
Ilai.  xxviii.  18;  the  bond  Of  which  is  tbe  bond  of 
iniquity^  which  bond  is  love  to  fin,  and  hatred  to 
God,  This  is  the  neck  mentioned  in  my  text,  which 
keeps  the  devil  and  his  children  together;  and,  as 
fure  as  be  tbat  is  joined  to  a  harlot  is  one  body  ( i  Cor. 
vi.  16),  fo  fure  thofc  tbat  go  a  whoring  after  devils 
(Lcvit.  xvii.  7),  are  one  fpirit  with  him.  The  Holy 
Ghoft  runs  the  parallel  betwixt  thefe  two  heads  and 
bodies.  We  read  of  the  head  Chrift,  and  the  head 
Satan ; — of  a  covenant  with  Chrift,  and  of  a  cove- 
nant with  hell ;— of  the  church  of  Chrift,  and  of  the 
fynj^ogue  of  Satan  J  — of  the  bond  of  all  pcrfcdnefs, 
and  of  the  bond  of  inic^ityj-— of  love  to  God,  and 
of  love  to  fin; — of  efpoufals  to  Chrift,  and  of  whor- 
'  ing  with  devils;— of  the  myftcry  of  godlincfs,  and 
the  myftery  of  iniquity ;— the  doftrines  of  God,, and 
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dicdodlrines  of  devils;— of  Chrift  the  everlaftiQg 
Father,  and  of  a  people  who  are  of  their  father  the . 
devili— of  the  children  of  God,  and  children  of  the 
devil  i — of  the  cup  of  the  Lord,  and  the  cup  of 
devils  i — the  table  of  the  Lord,  and  the  table  of  the 
devils; — of  fellowlhip  with  the  Lord,  and  of  fellow- 
fhip  with  devils  j — of  Chrift  in  the  heart  by  faith, 
and  of  Satan  in  the  hearts  of  the  difobedient ;— andj 
as  fure  as  the  love  of  God  in  the  heart,  and  a  ba* 
tred  to  fin,  is  the  church's  neck,  that  unites  her  ta 
Chrift,  fo  fure  love  to  fin,  and  hatred  to  God,  is 
the  neck  that  holds  Satan  and  his  whore  together; 
and  fo  it  will  appear  in  the  great  day. 

But  the  breath  of  the  Lordy  like  an  overjbwing 
Jiream,  reaches  to  the  nddft  of  this  neck,  and  breaks 
this  bond  of  iniquity,  and  hedges jip  thejimer*s  wajf 
with  thorns  i  fo  that,  if  he  purfues  after  his  lovers, 
he  cannot  overtake  them ;  the  arrows  of  wrath,  the 
bucklers  of  juftice,  and  the  ftings  of  guilt,  pierce 
him,  infomuch  that  he  cannot  get  on  in  the  old 
track.  The  yoke  of  bis  tranfgre^ons  fhaU  be  deflroyed^ 
because  of  the  anointingl  His  agreement  with  death 
ihall  be  difannujled,  and  his  covenant  with  hell  ihal) 
not  fiand ;  for  Chrift  will  have  a  portion  with  the 
great,  and  he  will  divide  the  fpoil  with  the  ftrong,* 
becaufe  he  hath  poured  out  his  foul  unto  death,  ii| 
prder  to  redeem  this  portio| ;  and  therefore  he  wil) 
fpoil  the  houie  of  the  ftrong  man  armed.  It  wa$ 
diis  breath  of  the  Lord,  reaching  the  heart,  an4 
fonycying  C'w'ift's  cvcriafting  love  into  it,   that 
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brought  about  aD  eternal  feparadon  between  Mary 
Magdalen  and  her  ieven  devils.  This  neck,  thi$ 
love  to  fin>  wiuch  is  the  bond  of  iniquity,  is  the 
grand  cement  which  holds  all  idolaters^  all  work- 
mongers,  or  felf-admirers,  which  are  kk>laters,  and 
all  the  myftical  Babel  builders  to  their  Tandy  foun- 
dation i  as  wa£  the  cafe  with  Paul,  (ill  God  difco- 
vered  it,  Tb^  woundedft  the  head  out  of  the  houfe  sf 
the  wickedi  by  difcovering  the  foundation  to  the  neck* 
S^ldh.  Hab«  ill*  13.   Take  notice  of  that. 

When  this  foundation  is  difcovered,  and  this 
neck  made  bare,  it  infiids  a  wound  in  the  infernal 
head;  it  lays  open  hi^  policy,  and  cruQies  his  powers 
it  alarms  the  poor  fecure  mortal,  and  makes  him 
kt\  bis  bondsi  and  he  groans  under  them,  and  calls 
for  deliverance;  and  God,  in  anfwer  to  hb  cryi 
opens  the  prifon  doors  to  him  that  is  bound. 

I  now  proceed  to  defcribe  the  Jieve  if  vanity^ 
This  fieve  is  not  the  gofpch  it  is  not  the  minify 
tration  of  the  Spifit,  which  God  ordained  for  our 
^ory;  this  is  not  a  vain  thing,  or  vanity;  though 
ibme  men  thac  perilh  have  called  it  foolt(hne(s,  when 
compared  to  Grecian  wifdom:  yet  the  gofpel  is 
not  a  lighc,  triBing,  empty  thing;  for  it  treats  of- 
the  moft  weiglity,  powerful,  fblid,  and  momentoua 
things,  that  ever  were  heard  of  beneath  the  iun } 
fuch  ^  redemption,  il^vation,  the  grace  of  God) 
and  everlafting  glory.  Befides,the  gofpel  is  dif- 
tinguifhcd  from  this  fieve  in  the  text  icfel£  The 
gofpel  is  called  the  breath  of  the  Lords  but  this  fieve 
6  i& 
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is  tbejieve  ofvmity.  Whatever  it  is»  tt  feems  to  b« 
fomething  which  is  intended  to  {hake^  to  winnOW» 
to  try,  and  to  cxercifc,  in  order  to  prove  what  is 
good  grain  and  wiiat  is  not  j  and  fo  to  leparate  the 
one  from  the  other,  or  the  vile  from  the  precious : 
and  therefore,  under  the  all-wifef  condud  of  God,  it 
is  among  the  all  things  that  work  for  good  to  them 
that  k>ve  God;  and  ib  it  is  written.  For  k^  IwiU 
ccmmanJ,  and  ImUfift  the  Ixmfe  of  ffrael  amotfg  all 
nafionsy  kke  as  com  isfifiid  in  ajtevei  yttflnM  not  tbi 
kafi  gram  fall  upo^t  the  earth*  Amos  is.  9.  It  is 
well  known  that  God's  profefling  church  is  called  a 
floor,  and  his  children  are  called  corn.  O  ny  tbrtfi^^ 
Uig^  and  the  corn  ofmyfiojor^  that  which  Ihneot  board 
rftboLordifbq/iSy  the  God  <f  Ifrael^  have  Idedarad 
nnto  you.  liai.  xxi*  lo.  This  fieve  of  vanity  ap* 
pears  to  be  the  temptations  of  Satan:  he  is  the 
drudge,  or  flave,  that  God  makes  ufe  of  to  do  thii 
black  and  dufty  work  in  his  floor;  and  the  maE^ 
cious  mind  of  this  evil  fpirtt  prompts  him  to  be  very 
fond  of  it.  And  the  Lord/aid^  Simmy  Simony  heboid^ 
Satan  hath  defired  to  have  you,  that  he  may  jift  you  at 
wheat:  iut  I  have  prayed  foi:  thee,  that  thy  faith  fiH 
Vot'y  andy  when  fbou  art  cowoerted,  Jirenpben  thy  ire* 
tbren.  Luke  xxii.  31,  32.  In  the  above  paffi^ 
ieveral  ufeful  lefibns  of  inflrudHon  may  be  karnt  to 
our  comfort: — die  firft  is,  the  bent  of  the  devil'j 
fDiod  to  mifchie^  and  to  torment  thofc  that  be  can^ 
fioc  deftrc^.  Satau  hath  diftred  to  have  ym\  take 
jMficofthatj  be  bath  d^ed^  iK*  he  hath  for  ibim 
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dfnc  been  defirous  of  having  thee;  but  I  have  not 
fufitred  him  hithertOj  whatever  I  may  do.    Hence 
we  learn  that  this  poor  Icavenger  cannot  perform 
his  enterprtfe  without  leave  from  the  Lord  of  the 
harveft :  it  is  not  what  the  devif  dcfires^  but  ic  is 
vrhsLt  the  Lord  determines,  that  (hall  be  done.    We 
'may  perceive  that  the  devil  wifhed  to  go  through 
fiitch  with  this  bufinefs:    he  did  not  want  to  fift 
Peter  like  barley,  or  lentilcs;   nor  like  vetches, 
which  require  but  a  Iktle  winnowing;    but  like 
fvbeaty   which  muft  go  into  the  flcve  again  and 
again.    But  can  we  fuppol^  that  Saun  has  fuch  an 
averfion  tt>  chaff,  that  he  is  fo  defirous  of  fifdng 
poor  Peter,  that  he  might  make  him  as  pure  as 
wheat  ?   No,  no*     Duft  is  Satan's  meat,  and  chaff 
is  Satan's  fuel ;   and  it  is  the  only  part  or  lot  that 
fells  to  his  ifaare  in  all  the  floor.    What  the  devil 
wifhed  to  blow  out  of  -PeterV  heart  was  the  grace 
of  God,  and  efpecially  the  grace  of.  faith :  againft 
this  the  devil  fhook  his  riddle  with  al!  bis  might  i 
and  in^ehalf  of  this  the  Lord  bent  his  whole  prayer^  9 
/  have  prayeJ /(fr  ibee,  thai  thy  faith  fail  not.    And 
thus  the  Lord's  end,  and  Satan's  aim,  widely  dif* 
fcr : — the  Lord  intended  to  purge  Peter  fron^  con- 
fidence in  the  flelh,  and  the  devil  to  winnow  him 
out  of  all  confidence  in  the  Lord  t — the  Lord  in- 
tended  to  make  Peter  more  uieful  by  it,  and  Satan 
to  make  him  both  fruklefi  and  ^felefs.     When  thou 
drt  commuted  (from  thy  felf*con6dence,.  and  art  made 
fenfibk  of  thine  owo  weaknefs,  and  of  my  ftrengti^ 
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made  "pcrfcft  in  it),  then  firengthtn  thy  hrtthren^ 
ilrengthen  .their  faich  in  me,  Simon,  that  they  may 
he  (Irong  in  the  grace  that  is  in  me,  and  no(  in  their 
own  frames,  however  lively,  or  however  joyful. 

Though  all  men  ie  offended  becauje  of  tbee^  yet  will  I 
never  he  effended^  faith  poor  Simon.  Thofe  great 
words  called  aloud  for  this  Jieve  of  vanity  i  and  poor 
Peter  foon  found  himfelf  in  it :  and  the  devil  gslvis 
his  riddle  fuch  a  fhake,  as  moved  and  ftirrecf  up 
every  corruption  of  his  heart  s  enmity,  carnal  feaf, 
cowardice,  ihame,  rebellion,  infidelity,  angers  and 
lb  filled  his  heart  with  blafphemy,  that  the  very 
oaths  and  curies  ran  out  of  his  mouth.  •  But  the 
'  Holy  Spirit  will  ever  glorify  Chrift,  and  will  tefti^ 
of  him ;  fo  that  he  would  not  leave  Peter ;  but,  as 
the  Spirit  of  all  grace,  and  that  of  faith  in  particu<- 
Jar,  he  kept  poiTeflion  of  Peter's  heart,  and  made 
his  faith  ibon  to  work  again  by  love,  for  be  went 
cuti  and  wept  Utterly,  cut  to  the  hear;  with  grief  for 
what  he  had  done  to  his  dear  I/)rd  and  mafter. 
However,  the  faithful  and  true  Witnefs  did  not  fail 
Peter  in  this  time  of  trials  nor  did  the  Lord  fufier 
Peter's  faith  or  love  to  fail  from  the  Lord : — Lord, 
thou  knowefl  all  things ;  and  thou  knowefi  I  love  thee, 
faith  Simon. 

This  Jseve  of  vanity  always  attends  the  breath  of  the 
Lordi  or  the  miniftry  of  the  Spirit.  Soon  after 
God  had  breathed  into  Adam  the  breath  of  life,  this 
(ieve  of  vanity  came  upon  him  and  his  wife,  arxl 
fifted  out  all  that  was  good.    And,  when  God  be* 
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§kii  C6  bfoidie  da  the  dry  bgrns  of  the  hook  ^ 
Ifrael  in  Babyl(n)>  to  rcvire  their  hopes  of  x  retufll 
to  their  oWn  lamiy  the  dcvd  oppofed  it  in  the 
court  of  Perfia  ohe  and  twenty  days.  Dan.  jr.  \^ 
AikI  in  the.  holy  land  at  their  j:etura  we  find  this 
^ve  Policing  agaihft  Joihua,  one  of  the  MotMtA 
onefit  who  at  the  iMfne  ticne  was  Gbaading  before  the 
JuOkI  of  the  whok  earth. 

Vett  th^  Saviour  himfelf  iicas  tried  by  this  fieire 
of  yatiityi  S^y  as  fbon  as  f}ie*Hdy  Ghoft.dcicendtd 
upon  htm  like  a  dovQ,  then  wa^  JifUs  Ui  hy  ibt 
^pmi  into,  tht  vfiidemeft^  to  is  ttmfud  rf  ibt  JtvH. 
^¥t  whejc  the  breath  of  Ufe' comes  not  thi&  fieve  i^ 
Ibidom  uTdd  i .  for  thete  is  ho  wheat  ca  fid  ^  aU  is 
chaffj  an4  chaff  needs  no.  fifttng*    The  ^iiiiftry  lof 
die  letter*  abd  thofe  feedfmen^ho  ft^w  the  do^rifif^ft 
ond  c(>mfnandtKtits  of  men,  are  nev^i"  followed  if 
ike  fowls  if  the  air\  for  the  devils  do  not  'Want  to 
pick  fijch  fec;|.cmt  of  finners  heims,  "for  fedhfeedl^ 
men  are  the  deviTs  own  labowersw  Bix,  if  ^e  Lord 
^  lends  fi  feedfman  to  fbw  precious  feed,  which  is  the 
•word  6f  life,  dien  !theic  fowls  are  dl  upon  tiie  wateh> 
tor  upon  the  ^ing,  to  pick  out  t^e  good  feed  fi^m 
the  mind  and  n^emory,  in  order  to  make  the  (inner 
unfruitful:  and  this  he  does  by  making  tnm  inat^ 
teritivcy-or  By  fctring  fome  objeft  before  him  ta 
excite  his  lafcivioufnefs*— or-  by  flirriiig  uj>hifi  p#c^ 
judicc— or  by  diverting  his  mind  to  worldly  thingk 
as  foon  as  he  comes  out  of  the  houfe  of  Godj  tlQ  hfe 
•hath  forgotten  ^U  that  he  hath  heard    And  is  it  M 
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t)o  the  brcf  tl^  of  life  and  the  Qeve  of  vapiljK'^  tot* 
gether?   They  rcaily  do.     |  h^y?  never  ftpf^  ^ 
ficvc  of  vfnitjr  in  ufe  among  t^  coi^re^i^c^  f^ 
the  dead.  There  are  thou&nds  in  a  profe^on  in  q\if 
day,  whQ  never  knew  vhat  tfie  fiery  darts  of  tji^ 
devil  and  the  devices  of  Satan  mean.     The  ftr9ng 
man  arrned  keeps  poffcflion  both  of  the  impoftor  in 
tihc  pulpit,  and  of  the  hypocrite  in  the  pew  -,  and  hiy 
goods  are  in  peace.    He  fornifhes  the  preacher  with 
prefumptuous  con6dencc,  blind  zeal,  flowery  fpecchj 
ind.  tQ  aflfc^  A  mufical  dclivfiry,  to  fpeak  i^JJing 
words;  and  he  inftjufts  him  in  the  art  of  oratory, 
and  elocution,  in  order  to  reach  the  feelings  ofcpr- 
wjpt  nature,  and  to  play  upon  them,  till  their. bpw- 
*  cis  fqund  like  an  harp,  the  blood  wili  tricl^e  in  their 
veins,  the  hair  moves  upon  their  head,,  wd, a  few 
deep  Cghs  put  the  f^k  fpring  in  motion,  and  pump 
a  few  drops  into  the  eyes,  which  being  diftilled  oa 
the  floor,  and  being  confidered  as  the  qu^nteflenc? 
of  pious  grief,   and  of  aH  devotion,    the  work  is 
4onc — the  Spirit  hath  moved— the  prelence  .an4.  * 
power  pf  xhe  Ijord  Ijiave  been  prcfeitf — ^od  a  re- 
f re0ii(^  fcafon  bath  been  enjoyej:  wl^reas^hc.^evi). 
hjimrdf^  th«  author  and  finijOiier  of  al)  fuch  dey^(|^ 
Spch  ve  tt^e  ip<^  cotj(vp\ci;cly  felfidepe^ed,  jhe 
moft  iecure  ip  their  (;arn$U  ftjtte^  th^  mo^  bitter 
cneows  to  tiff:  vkai  power  of  godlinefs,    aod  thfi 
hardeft  toyls  in  the  world  for  a  goTpel  mwiifi^r  co  \ 
work  uppo.    Such  ^rc  wqrfc,  aqd  ,morc  fcQure, 
dMui  a  laH  |Hvai;i^e>  for  a  JPh^tifcp  i$  ajyi  ^  the 
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fcw,  1)ut  thcfc  arc  all  for  what  they  caH  goipd  :— 
1  Pharifee  dwelb  in  a  dry  land,  but  diefe  are  hypo^ 
crices  in  Zion ;  not  feekers  of  Chrift,  but  fooliih 
virgins;  not  work- mongers,  but  wolves  in  Iheep's 
clothing.    O  the  infernal  trade  that  the  devil  car^ 
ries  on  in  our  day  by  fuch  inftruments  as  the(e! 
The  diiTembled  humility  and  meeknefs  that  the  de« 
vil  will  varnifh  them  with,   and  the  counterfeited 
rays  of  an  angel  of  light  that  he  will  (pread  abroad, 
through  the  inftrumencality  of  fuch  crafty  and  de« 
ceitful  workers,  are  fuch  as  none  can  difcem,  nor 
defcribe,  but  thofc  in  whom  the  living  God  fbines, 
and  whom  the  Lord  condefcends  to  teach.    Some 
are  carried  on  by  the  falfe  flames  of  blind  zeal,  and  . 
the  inward  heat  of  their  own  fpiritf  raifed  and  in* 
flamed  by  noife  and  motion.    1'hefefoU<nv  their  oum 
Jprrit^  andjfeak  a  vjfion  cut  of  their  ewn  hearty  mi 
have  Jeen  nothing.    Jcr.  xxiii.  i6.    Ezek.  xiiL  j.— 
But,  at  rimes,  confcience,  the  wrath  of  God,  and 
difappointments,  will  fo  far  difcourage  them,  as  to 
render  them  incapable  of  performing  this  branch  of 
magic  by 'fiery  and  falfe  zeal:  then  they  are  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  to  that  of  moving  the  palfions  \ 
and  there  are  feveral  books  ext^t  to  inftruft  them 
in  this  art,  and  to  which  they  arc  obliged  to  have 
recourfe,  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  cheat; 
Funeral  fcrmons  fumiih  theffc  (inftruments  without 
life)  with  nice  rofin  fer  their  ftrihgs:    a  few  pa* 
thetic  lies  over  the  deceafed  work  like  a  charm  in 
the  bowels  of  the  f^rvivors,    A  pcqufiar  tendcmefs 
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muft  be  obferved  in  mentioning  the  fair  fex ;  and 
heavenly  exprellions  muft  be  dropt  in  laicivious 
flames.  This  God  calls  alluring  through  the  lufts 
of  the  fle(h>  and  much  wantonneis.  This  art  kads 
captive  filly  women:  but  all  this  is  Satan's  profit, 
not  his  fieve;  He  doth  not  defire  to  fift  fiich  as 
wheat:  thefe  are  the  tares  of  hb  own  fields  and 
chaff  for  his  own  fire ;  thefe  are  enfnared  in  h9les ; 
chey  are  for  a  prey,  and  none  delivereth  i  for  a  fpoil^ 
and  none  faith  reftore. 

It  is  where  the  breath  of  life  comes  (hat  this 
fieve  is  ufedj  and  that  every  poor  fenfiUe  finner 
knows  who  is  convinced  of  fin  by  the  Spirit  of 
God.  When  the  breath  of  life  enters  the  foul,  and 
quickens  it — ^when  divine  fcnfations,  motions,  holy 
longings,  defires,  and  affeftions^  operate  —  tliis 
ftrong  man,  his  pofifeflion,  and  armour,  are  fboii 
.  ielt.  Not  a  corruption  in  the  heart,  but  the  devil 
'  ftirs  up  to  refifl:  the  new  principle;  no  fpecies  of 
uncleanncfs,  lafciviovifnefs,  or  even  brutality,  that 
was  ever  pra6lifed  in  all  the  world,  but  what  the 
devil  will  bring  to  the  mind : — no  blafphemy,  ana- 
thema, or  imprecation,  that  was  ever  uttered,  bi* 
what  he  will  pronounce  in  the  mental  ears^  of  the 
poor  finner  all  day  and  night  long : -^nothing  that 
earth  or  hell  can  imagine  againft  God,  againft 
Chrift,  or  againft  the  Holy  Spirit,  but  what  he 
will  bring  in,  and  fill  the  poor  finner's  thoughts 
with : — nothing  odious/  unfightly,  unfeemly,  iHibe- 
Coming,  foul,  £lchy,  obfcene,  diabolical,  x]amna« 
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\Acy  and  oppofite  to  true  bolme^,  but  what!  the  de4 
yil  will  poufcray  op  the  fiuad,  «nd  tmprcis  on  the 
ifDaginttioh  of  the  pboTj  akifmedy  iiwakened^  terri- 
fiedj  and  affrighted  ibui.     Not  a  ihare  of  dc^chi 
fibt  a  pain  of  hell,  nor  an  evident  token  of  perdition 
m  /erlptOre,  in  rehels>  hypocritea,  apoltates^  tfai^ 
tors,,bir  reprobates,  but  what  is  fuggefted  and  ap^ 
{died  to  fainr.     Noi-=-hor  a  terror^  horror^   fear^ 
^pe&acibni  or  (enfation,  that  ever  pierced  or  in-» 
fluenced  the  minds  of  devils>  .bxit  what  Saran,  with 
Aik  art  of  mingling  himfelf  with  the  faculties  of  the 
Wurman  foui,  will  influence  <he  poor  (inner  widv.-* 
Not  i  curfe  in  the  book  of  God;  not  a  threat^ninj^ 
teproof^  or  rebukes  not  a  text  pregnant  with  wratln 
difpleafur^i  or  indignation  i  not  a  paflage  that  de^ 
fcribes  an  enemy  to  Chrift,  a  rival,  or  an  unpardon^ 
eUe  finncrj  but  what  is  brought  home  and  applied 
to  the  poor,  ho^eft,  and  fihcere  fedcer  of  the  Lord  i 
«— and  that  in  all  their  fulkft  fenic,  and  in  all  dieit 
mod  dreadful  meaning  that  devils  can  invent,  and 
felf-defpaif  ing  mortals  can  copCeive.    If  he  attempts 
to  confefs,  pray,  or  caH  upon  God,   he  is  fo  cob« 
^fiifed^  hurried,  baffled,  and  confounded,  that^  (b  (ar 
from  knowing  what  he  fays,  he  cannot  tell  where 
he  is :  his  thoughts  are  fcattercd*  over  the  feoe  of 
the  whole  earth,  or  chained  down  to  the  meditations 
of  terror,  or  elfe  employed  in  the  difmal  work  of 
fathoming  and  exploring  the  boundlefs  and  bottom*** 
leis  abyfs  of  helL    If  he  reads,  he  can  neither  think^i 
confider,  nor  make  a  jtidgmcnc  of  atiy  thing.    If 
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in  tfic  fioufc  of  God,  and  under  the  word,^  he  caii 
attend  to  nothing :  all  his  attention  is  taken  up  with 
the  oaths  and  curfes  andblafphemous  rcvilings:  of 
this  famUtar  (pint.     If  at  any  time  the  poor  (laner 
tan  pay  attention  to  but  one  word  of  fupport  or 
cncourageiiienc,  that  is  a  refreftiing  time,  ajuWke 
indrcd ;  and  the  devil  wiH  be  fure,  if  permitted,  to 
make  him  rue  for  this  ere  he  gets  home,  for  pre- 
fumbg,   )r  even  daring,  to  entertain  a  thought  that 
any  (  ne  word  in  God's  book  could  ever  be  fcnt  of 
fncant  for  fucha  wretch  as  he,  who  was  doomed  to 
damnadon  before  the  world  was  made,  and  who,  at 
the  fame  time,  has  every  evident  token  of  perdition 
upon  him,  and  all  the  pledges,  earnefts,  foretaftcs^ 
and  pains  of  heli  in  him.     All  this  is  but  ^  faint  re- 
prcfinration  of  Satan's  fieve  i  and  well  may  it  be 
compared  to  a  fieve,  for  chaff  from  the  floor  was 
never  blowed  with  itiore  violence  than  the  hurried 
foul  of  fuch  a  poof  finner ;  and  he  is  whirled  round 
and  round,  till  all  his*  faculties  and  fenfes  are  fo  im- 
psiredy  that  he  knows  not  what  he  is,  where  he  is, 
-nor  what  he  does.     All  the  chaff  is  fifted  up  to  the 
tery  bottom;  all  his  fins  are  before  him;  and  all 
die^r guilt  in  him:   his  beauty  confumes  as  a  moth, 
his  foul  withers  like  a  green  herb,  and  grief  drinks 
up  his  fpirits. 

/  will  command y  and  I  will  Jift  the  boufe  cf  ifrad 
among  all  nations  y  like  as  com  is  Jifted  in  a  fieve ;  yet 
Jhail  not  the  Uaft  grain  fall  upon  the  etxrtb.  Amosix.  9. 
No  imprei&on,  impulfe,  or  fcnfation,  from,  above; 
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not  om  word  of  truth  or  proroife  applied ;  not  one . 
grace  of  the  Holy  and  Blcflfed  Spirit  of  promife; 
not  one  holy  longing,  or  earncft  defire;  nor  one 
deep  figh^  pious  groan^  or  budding  hope^  IhaU 
ever  be  fifted  out  of  the  heart  of  a  poor  fcnfible  fin* 
ner,  that  feels  his  need,  fees  his  loft  eftate>  and  is 
hungering  and  thirfting  after  the  Lord  of  life  and 
glory,  BU//ed  are  they  that  hunger  and  thirfi  ifter 
right eoufnefs^  for  they  Jhall  be  filled,  when  this  ficve 
of  vanity  has  well  winnowed  and  emptied  them  of 
all  felf-righceoufnefs,  lightnefs  vanity,  and  felf-con* 
fidence.  /  will  camnumd,  I  will  ftft  :^no  fifting^ 
without  God's  command ; — not  one  {hake»  nor  one 
rqund-about  in  this  riddle,  without  a  divine  order, 
I  will /ft.  The  devil  and  his  ficve  arc  both  in  the 
pmnipotent  and  terrible  hand  of  God  i  and  it  is  the 
Invoking  vengeance  of  heaven,  burning  in  Satan^i 
that  drives  him  on  with  his  fieve,  as  had  as  the 
devirs  darts  drive  us.  But,  after -all,  it  is  no  more 
thani^f^^^^  of  vanity  I  for  all  this  labour  and  toil  of 
the  poor  devil  is  vain,  for  he  cannot  deftroy,  though 
he  aims  at  it.  Moreover,  it  is  called  a  fieve  qfva* 
nity,  becaufe  the  intention  of  God  is  to  feparate  va« 
nity  and  lies  from  us.  The  more  vain  we  are>  the 
more  fifting  we  want:  no  vanity,  no  fieve.  Peter's 
fclf-confidence  was  vain,  and  David's  numbering' 
the  people  was  the  fame;  and  both  procured  this 
fieve.  .  The  inceftuous  perfon  among  the  Corinthi^ 
ans  gave  himfelf  up  to  vanity,  and  Paul  gave  him 
up  to  Satan,  that  he  might  be  fifted,  till  his  vanity 
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departed  from  hitn;  atid»  as  (ban  as  bis  chafF  was 
gone,  he  came  into  the  barn  floor  s^in.— The 
Lord's  forerunner  alludes  to  my  text,  and  cafts  a 
%ht  upon  it ;  only,  inftead  of  the  breath  of  the 
hardy  he  calls  this  power  the  Holy  Cbofti  and  in* 
dead  of  zjieve  of  vanity ^  he  calls  it  2ifan.  HeJbaU 
baptifeyoU  with  the  Holy  Gbofty  and  with  fire.  "^fVbofe 
fan  is  in  his  band^  and  he  will  thoroughly  purge  bis 
fiooTy  and  gather  his  wheat  into  the  gamer  i  hut  be 
jttriU  hum  up  the  chaff  with  unquenchable  fire.  Mat.  lit. 
II,  \%.  The  Holy  Ghoft  and  fire  come  firft;  and 
this  difturbs  Satan  in  his  quiet  pofleflion.  The  Spi- 
rit convinces  us  of  fin,  and  Satan  tempts  us  to  (j^«  * 
(pair  of  the  mercy  of  God  $  which  leads  me.  to 
confider  this  fatal  bridle  in  my  text. 

And  there  jbaU  be  a  bridle  in  the  jaws  of  the  pet^^ 
^caufing  them  to  err.  And  here  wc  may  inquire— 
what  this  bridle  is  which  caufes  men  to  err.  A 
bridle,  in  the  figurative  fenfe  of  the  word,  feems  to 
be  the  fecret  power  of  God  put  forth  and  difplayed 
in  overruling,  reftraining,  and  direfting  mankind, 
according  to  the  counfel  of  l^s  own  will  %  though 
man,  who  has  this  reftraint  upon  him,  a£b  as  he 
thinks,  with  the  bent  of  his  own  will,  and  without 
control,  and  is  as  ignorant  of  this  reftraint  as  a 
horfe'or  an  afs.  Sennacherib,  king  of  Aflfyria,  de« 
termined  to  invade  the  city  of  Jerufalem^;  and  was 
come  forth  with  a  large  army  for  that  intent ;  and 
he  fent  a  blafphemous  meflage  of  raillery  againft  the 
Jews,  the  king^f  Judah,  and  againft  God  himlclfi 
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the  hejiftpgof  vhjdi  feftt  tiie  piouai  Img'  c6  ptayetv 
iod  he  rcquefted  th?  pmyers  of  Ifmh  the  prophft 
alibi  and  God  ff  nc  tho  king  this  mfk^^er  tgaiiift  the 
ftil^rig  eoemy  i  Mecmji  thy  ra^  ^^H$  «C»  tmi  tfy 
tumtdt  is  cwte  up  into  miw  Mr$^  tbfr^ur  limM  ftu 
Ifief  b^ok  in  tby  ntfe^  mid  iftf  briik  m  ify  Ups^  m§d  I 
§tnll  turn  thet  l^k  iy  the  ioay  h  which  Am  cam^g 
imdbe^UfMll  iy  tbefvmi  in  his  rasi  H^J.  ¥itm ' 
j&  God*$  hook  in  his  nc^fc^  and  hi$  bridie  in  his  |^& 
jufl;  AS  a  man  lauds  a  bear,  or*  ridet  an  afs  i-r^wd 
back  DO  Ninereh  he  goes^  and  ima  the  hMfii  of 
I^ifroch  his  god»  where  two  o£  bis  own  iboa  HM 
hjpi  wkh  the  fwond. 

.  Agaia.  Bridis  ibmetim^  fignifies  that  awe,  to* 
ver^nce,  and  fear»  that  God  has  planced  ia  the  hcartt 
ttf  mankind  towards  the  higher  pow^s  ^Romans 
mi  3),  or  our  luperiors,  or  even  aged  peHoM^ 
tlwu  /bnlt  rifi  itf  b^W€  the  hoary  hiad^  W  homur  tit 
fbci  tfibe  W  man*  Render  foot  ts  'whom  fur  is  due^ 
and  honour  to  whom  honour  is  dm.  Of  die  revtrfe^ 
jEhds  Job  CDmjdains :  dhui  novo  am  /  thfirfougi  yoa^ 
fnm  their  Jy-word.  ^boy  aMor  me^  ihey  fioe  for  from 
M't  nnd^aro  not  fo^it  in  my  face.  Mocaufe  he  hath 
k^mtfcorJ  'mid^tffiiSkd  me^  they  haVe  n^  Ut  ioo/k 
9ho iridlo 'hejfbre me^  Job  xxx.  ii.  Job  had  dwelt 
aa  a  king  in  dieir  army,  and  had  prefided  «vtr  their 
Gounfebi  and  a#  a  great  man  be  was  greadjr  re* 
Ipefbed*  Sfiung  men  farm  me,  anJiidthemffhesi  the 
o^d  tff^j  mudfioad  up\  frinces  refrained  talking^  and 
mMos  bddsbiirfemei  unto  me  men  gitno  ear^  and  kq^ 
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fihnte;4a  mtf  t^mtfel.  But  ao^  Ood  had  Iodi«d  th§ 
^ord  of  his  loWi  which  had  lo^ng  viiibly  embraced 
hirn,  and  All  th&c  he  bad,  and  had  for^ly  afflicted 
him  J  and  thoft  who  feared  him  beforej  feeing  him 
lb  dcbafcd  and  htMnbled^  caft  off  all  revercrjcc,  te^ 
rped,  and  eYcn  natural  a&ftion,  and  fpared  not  td 
Iptc  in  his  face.  Times  of  trial  difcover  the  afi^^* 
tions  of  thofc  who^love  in  deed  and  in  truih^  from 
thofe  whofe  iove  is  diflinmlatioii^  But  neither  df 
thefe  bridies  are  meant  in  my  text.  God  does  not 
tiVy  I  will  put  my  bridle  in  diy  lips^  but» 

There  foidl  h  «  iridk  in  the  juws  tf  ihd  pio^i^ 
paujing  them  to  trr\ — which  plainly  (hews  that  thfcft 
{)errons  do  nOt  receii^  the  Spirit  of  Gtid,  nfk*  thft 
truth  of  G<id  in  the  love  of  tt ;  iecmt/b  tbty  an  £/Ml 
up  to  flrong  yddufams^  fbgt  ii;ey  wtay  idiivi  a-Jie  i^^(W 
this  bridle  (ball  cauie  them  to  em  This  bridle  it 
not  unbelief>^  nor  is  it  &Me  do&rines  fer  it  is  a  bri4 
tii\p  that  glides  a  perfon  into  felfe  doftriae,  or  vhai 
iCaufes  them  to  err,  tn*  to  go  aftray  into  all  fnanwr' 
of  errors.  And  what  can  this  bridfe  be  f  Why,  it 
is  pri^.  Pride  is  the  devil's  rod,  or  loeptre,  hf 
irhicb  he  rules.  In  tbe  nrntA  cfthe  fot^  h  a  rdd-rf 
fridei  hi^tbe  %  (^tbe  vAJe  jbaUfr^ervi  ibim.  Pmv; 
Kir.  3.  Before  ever  God  gives  a  man  up  to  believe 
ft  lie,  or  to  fall  into  damnable  hcrcnes,  which  lead 
(o  deftrudioo,  the  devil  is  fore  to  get  this  bridle 
iWo  his  jaws,  Fride  foes  before  deftruaion^  and  if 
iaugbtyjpirt  brfote  a  fall,  Prov.  kvi.  1%.  This  '* 
the  bridle  that  leads  aftray.    The  pride  df  ^y  bearf 
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idfb  dicehed  tbee.  Jer.  xliz,  i6.    And  again:  Tbm 
baft  rebuked  the  prtmd  ibai  are  curjed^  wbicb  do  err 

frtm  tby  commandments.  Pf.  cxix.  2i.  And  to  ebb 
agrees  the  apoftle :  If  any  man  teacb  otberw^e,  and 
€onfent  not  to  wbolefome  words ^  even  tbe  words  of  'oar 
Jjjrd  Jefus  Cbriji,  and  to  tbe  doBrino  wbitb  is  accord^ 
ing  to  god^efsi  be  is  proud,  knowing  notbing^  but 
doting  about  queftions  and  jMfes  of  words^  wbereof 
iometb  envy,  ftrifes,  railings,  evil  furmifings,  perver/e 
dj/putings  of  men  if  corrupt  minds,  and  deftitute  if  tbe 
truth.   I  Tim  vi.  4^  5.    The  devil  is  a  wife  and 

« cunning  adveriary,  and  well  knows  what  is  moft 
hateful  to  God ;  and  there  is  nothing  more  hatefiil 
to  him  than  pride.  It  was  this  very  bridle  that  led 
the  devil  from  the  truths  even  to  become  tbefatbor 

'  ofUts.  The  Lord  fays^  He  abode  not  in  tbe  truth :— 
what  led  him  from  it  ?  The  apoftle  tells  us:  Not  a 
novice,  left,  being  lifted  up  with  pride,  befall  into,  tbe 
tondenmation  of  tbe  deviL  i  Tim.  iii«  6.  Pride  lifted 
the  devils  up  into  felf-admiration^ '  and  for  which 
Cod  charged  them  with  folly.  Job  iv.  1 8.  And  this 
bridle  is  in  their  jaws  to  this  .day :  hence  they  afpire 
even  to  imitate  God>  and  want  to  be  worfliipped  as 
God,  Tbe  Saviour  himfdf  was  tempted  by  the  de- 
vil to  &11  down  and  worfhip  him.  When  Satan 
gets  this  bridle  Into  the  jaws  of  a  Cmncr,  he  is  fure 
to  make  him  hold  his  head  up,  and  to  walk  with  a 
ftifF  neck.  His  heart  is  fwoUen,  and  pufifcd  up  like 
a  bladder,  until. his  blafphemy  boils  up,  and  rqna 
out  of  his  mouth:  *  hence  the  warning — ^'alk  no  more 
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Jo  exceeding  proudly  ^  let  not  arregancy  come  out  ofybtit 
nmth:  for  the  Lord  is  a  God  of  knowledge,  and  by  him 
anions  are  weighed,  i  Sam,  iL  3.  A  profefTor,  ixrined 
up  with  this  bridle^  is  the  moft  dangefOui  nban  ia 
the  world  among  weak  believers:  hence  iGod  blefles 
the  poor  fimple  foul  tW  Qiftl  off*  all  love  and  re* 
fpe^  for  him.  Bkffed  is  the  man  that  maketb  the  Lord 
his  truft^  and  reJfeSeth  not  ^e  proud,  norjitcb  as  iterm 
afide  to  lies.  Pfalm  xL  4.  O  what  a  bleffing  it"  is 
to  be  kept  fix>m  the  foot  of  pride^  which  le^s  to 
preiiimptuous  fins^  and' involves  men  in  the  great 
tranigrefiion.  O  love  the  Lord,  all  ye  bis  Joints :  for 
tbe  Lord  preferveth  the  faithful ,  and  plentifully  r$- 
wardetb  the  proud  doer.  Pfalm  xxxi.  23. 
.  Men  of  this  caft,  and  in  this  ftate^  a£t  the  fame 
nrftleis  part  that  the  devil  c}pes — always  meddling 

\  with  religion^  though  always  confcious  that  they 
have  none :  and  fb  it  is  with  Satan.  Go  into  what 
part  of  the  world  you  may,  you  fhall  find  Satan 
carrying  on  fbme  fort  or  other  of  falfe  religion: 
among  the  Turks,  the  Arabs,  the  Egyptians,  Ro- 
mans, Ruffians,  Indians:  go  where  you  will,  you 
Ihall  find  idolatry,  fuperftition,  will  worihip,  a  form' 

» of  godlinefs,  altars,  temples,  facrifices,  Ibothfay ing,- 
or  fomething  called  devotion;  and  all  againft  God, 
and  in  oppofition  to  him:  and  hepce  Satan  is  flyled 
the  god  of  this  world,-*and  a  world  of  worfhippers 
he  has.  got  in  it. ' 

A  man  with  this  bridle  in  his  jaws  is  juft  like 
a  bear  with  a. muzzle;  he  can  eat  nothing  that  is 

good. 
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fo^d.  T^e  beft  fpiritual  proiFifioji  that  can  t)e  4ea|K 
one  from  a  pulpiCf  the  mod  cklicioiis  food  or  fichcft 
6re  ihac  was  ever  fen:  before  cbe  hotilbold  of  fahh« 
all  fiafl(r»  by  hU  naoudi.  1  he  man  with  thi».bridilr 
in  his  jaws  is  never  :fuffcrcid  fo  much  as  to  tafle  dnc 
the  Lord  is  -good  or  gracious. 

With  this  bridk  he  is  reiaed  up  lb  high,  aad  S^ 
Ua  holds  him  in  fo  tight*  that  he  can  ftoop  tt>  no^ 
thing  i  QO>i  not  to  dtvipc  revelatioo.  Tiiuc  is  noC  * 
eoe  fuUime  mydery  in  the  kingdom  of  God,~iiQ 
revelation  that  God  hath  evier  made  of  hmifelf>  of 
his  woodroue  works  of  ereatioi^  provicimce,  ^raoej 
or  redemption^  that  he  can  fiibmit  to  ."^  hp  13  wi£i 
a(x>ve  all  that  is  wrkcetL 

'  htt  the  highway  to  glory  be  qever  fo  daaaly  eaft 
1Q>,  and  the  liumUmg  blocks  Dcmorcd  r*^  kt  An 
fidndard  be  ereftedj  and  God's  banner  difplayod-^ 
kt  tiK  door  of  hope  be  opentd*  and  «te  path  of 
Ufe  made  never  ib  pl^ — it  is  all  ki  vain;  mp  io- 
iernal  fptrif  ruling  wiihin  p^ryercs  every  thing;i  ami 
one  check  by  Satan  with  this  bridle  t^rcs  itifo  owt  of 
the  yity.  This  bridle  fhaH  be  in  his  ]aw^  canfiog 
him  to  orri  for  God  (in  juft  judgQient}^  l>y  ^  io- 
finimeolialicy  of  Sataoj,  kads  him  firth  with  ik$ 
worhrs  qf  mqmfyi  but  pcactfi^l  be  ufm  S^^-^ 
He  is  given  ttf  ef  G^  to  finmg  debifwis^  thH  hd  m^ 

hMcve  a  Iky  aini  he  dam»edi  for  noi  reeeivhig  ibs  truths 
hut  taking  pleafure  in  unrigbteoufnefs.  And  ibe  devili 
With  this  bridle^  rides  himj  ourbs  himi  f^  Inm^ 
and  turos  kim  whidiedocifier  ht  will.    J  wk^fot^ 

the 
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Afe  bftrff^  4iri£i  fir  the  afi^  mina  tod  for  $he  fioVi^ 
i&v;t> !  iakh  the  wife  1IUUI4 

H^  is  acDi^OAikr  to  hifnfitifr<«nd  (bnds  tftomlhed 

> 

2R  his  pwn  wifiiom.    Ewry  falfir  ray  that  the  devif 
(traniibrmed)  darts  tnco  kis  -hetft  or  head,  ^Vcry 

.  timt  be  looks  uxo  the  fcripturcs  with  \m  hVk  mtr*< 
n^9  what  ^r oncers  does  ht  behold!    AH  bis  dtfcp**' 

'ry«i4es  are  fechi^as  have  lain  hid  fitice  the  world  be- 
\^  «i!I  this  wbnder  of  wohden  arofe>  till  lie  arole 
a  prophet  in  I#*i«l !  £  wry  fenraht  trf"-  God  tfiac  he; 
hMfSy  eveiy  »6ttd-fcariftg  man  A^  he  coriyerfts 
wfthi  beight^nd  his  aftoniifanient  and  iidifiiVation.^  j 
Wtait'focto,  What  Wind -bats,  what  poor  Sdfots,  A(% 
(hey  bM  ippew  to  be/ wbcA  compared  to  himfeU 
andio  that  petftAton  of  wifiiom  that  dwells  in  him ! 
Now  itod  then,  indeed,  there  IhiH*  be  a  difco^erj^ 
iWdes  a  ray  «of' light  darted,  a  trtith  broirgKt  fortl^ 
or  fiich^a  found  fpeech  dropped,  ivliich  he  cannot 
eondetnn,  and  which,  •  for  a'  moment,  may  llagger  ' 
him ;  l3Ut  this  is  but  feWwn:— andj'^^s  fdoh  as  ever 
the  dfevil  pcWei^es  this,  4ic  flicks  his  fpors  in  his  Iide> 
and  gives  him  'another  check  wirb  this  doable  bri- 
dle I  and  away  goes  Jack,  kickingup  behind;  fof  he 
miyft  Nfiup^  ^atls  at  every  rfimg  that  favours  of 

Cwlft*  • 

In  all  his  fear^hes  and  relearches  God  oppcffta 
hlto*    God  rtfifteth  the  frdudi  bmbe  ^Viifb- grace  /»      ' 
ibe  hmible.    He  fearches  the  faiptures'  to  fupport 
hh  damnabte  hetefies,  and  to  Itrengthen  himfclf  in 
bis  wickedncis.    Ood  rofifts  hizn,  ^d  it  appears  a'  ^ 
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fealcd  book:  he  rages  at  it,  and  ftormsi  penrcrti 
it,  and  brings  forth  his  ftrong  reaibns  ag^Qft  it :— <« 
ftiU  it  galls  him,  till  at  laft  he  ridicules  it>  and  rails 
a^nft  it,  and  deipifcs  it;  and  be  that  dejpifss  ibe 
ipordJbM  he  defireyed.  He  lies  in  wait  to  deceive 
the  humble*  teachable^  tradbble  fbulj  that  walks  in 
the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel  i  but  God  refifts  him* 
and  difcovers  to  the  meek  and  lowly  believer  the- 
hardened  Dace  and  (Unking  favour  of  this  tool  of  S^* 
tan ;  and  he  fhuns  himj  and  flees  from  him.  Thefe 
he  hates  the  worft*  iuid  tries  the  haideft  to  deceive ; 
and  with  thefe  he  has  the  leaft  fuccefs  \  for  God  re- 
fifts him*  and  inftrudb  his  own  children  by  his  Spi- 
rit. Ee  ffddes  tbe  meek  in  judgmenf,  tbe  meek  will  be 
ieacb  bis  way.  He  labours  to  enlhrine  and  exalt 
himfelf  in  the  eyes  and  affcAions  of  God*s  peojd^ 
in  order  to  exclude  them  from  Chrift;,  and  that  he 
iBay  be  looked  up  to  as  a  wonder  from  the  Lord  of 
hofts :  but  God  refifts  him,  till  every  profeflbr  that 
has  any  reverence  of  God,  or  refped  for  him,  de- 
ipifes  him,  and  looks  upon  him  as  an  incurable  le- 
per, with  the  plague  in  his  head,  as  a  perilous  tranf- 
grefibr,  a  hardened  rebel,  a  curfcd  vagabond*  an 
incarnate  devil,  and  a  walking  hell,  with  every  vifi- 
ble  token  of  perdition  upon  him;  and  (huns  him* 
and  dreads  him,  as  he  would  aferyfying/erfeni. 

It  is  upon  thefe  animals'  that  the  devil  carries  on 
the  affairs  of  his  kingdom,  and  his  ftate  matters. 
Without  fuch  men  as  thefe  he  could  not  well  fup- 
port  his  intereft  againft  the  glorious  light  and  power 

of 
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of  the  gofpcl  of  Chrift.  It  is  by  fuch  that  Satan 
fprcads  his  doctrines,  blindneis  of  mind^  confirfion^ 
hardnels  of  heart,  hatred  to  the  truths  pride,  and 
prefumptionr  in  all  which  the  kingdom  of  Satan 
(lands.  There  is  not  a  myftery  in  the  Bible,  not  a 
dodlrine  efTential  to  falvation,  but  what  thefe  men 
will  attack.  What  arrogancy  will  they  difcharge 
from  their  mouth  againft  the  glorious  db£l:rine  of% 
the  Trinity;  againft  die  deity  of  the  Son  of  God; 
and  againft  the  perfonality  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  I 
What  contempt  will  they  pour  upon  the  farisfac- 
Qon  Chrift  made  by  his  facrifice ;  and  upon  the  ef^ 
6cacy,  weight,  and  worth  of  all  his  meritorious  un- 
dertakings, fufierings,  and  finiflied  work !  To  thefe 
Chrift  becomes  a  fiiare,  a  trap,  and  a  ftumblmg. 
They  kick,  and  he  fmitesi-<^hey  prefiime,  and  he 
re(ifts;-«they  peep  and  mutter,  and  he  baffles  and 
confounds  them. 

..  Hence  we  fee,  that  where  tie  golpej  comes,  there 
Satan  ftirs ;  and  the  more  the  power  of  God  attends 
the  word,  the  more  Satan  lays  about  him.  Some 
hear  the  word,  and  give  iheir  aifoit  and'conlent  tq' 
it ;  but|  as  fbon  as  they  go  from  the  houfe  of  God, 
then  comes  the  wicked  one,  and  fteals  away  the 
word  ibwn  in  their  hearts,  and  they  become  un- 
fruitfuL  Another  hears  it  with  pleafure  and  de- 
light, till  %f al,  diligence,  joy,  and  a  viflble  reforma- 
tion appears ;  but  thefe  Satail  fills  with  the  deceit- 
fblneis  of  riches,  and  the  cares  of  this  life,  'and  leads 
iherp  away  after  th^fe  6ings,   till  he  chc^es  the 
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word.  Another  fort  hear  it,  And  receive  k  noUOn* 
alljfcin  their  heads,  apd  wonderful  gifts  and  abilities 
follow  i  but  then  diis  ftony  ground  affords  no  deptfi 
for  the  word  to  root  in,  thefc  having  no  root,  in 
time  of  temptation  h\l  away^  Others  fall  into  5a* 
tan*s  fieve,  and  are  effedlually  ihook,  toficd,  tum- 
bled, and  winnowed:  but  to  tbefe  the  Lord  ap* 
pears,  and  takes  the  prey  from  the  mighty,  and 
delivers  the  lawful  capdve,  who  never  forgets  the 
wormwood  and  the  gall.  And  thofe  who  efcape 
ihtjieve  are  caught  in  Satan's  l^tidlei  and  this  is  the 
word  of  alii  for  Satan  wiU  ocver  let  fucK  an  ode 
reH  till  he  hath  invQlved  \\\vci  in  ;l\e  guili  of  the 
great  tranfgreffion ;  he  will  makf;  hi(n  with  thb 
bridle  fct  his  mouth  againft  the  heavens  and  his 
tongue  go  through  the  earth,  by  circulating  hi£ 
damnable  herefy.  But  the  I>ord*s  chofca  ones  rc-< 
turn  to  the  chief  Shepherd  and  QUhop  of  (buh, 
l^hile  waters  of  a  full  cup  art  wrUag  out  unto  them. 
Blcfied  bcr  God  for  coflvincing  us  of  our  ignorancti 
9nd  blindnefs,  and  for  humbling  u$  to  fuhmit  txx 
divine  rcvdation ;  but,  above  allji  fqf  keeping  us 
from  kicking,  ftumbling,  and  taking  offen^e^  at  the 
glorious  fou,ndation  that  he  hath  l?^  in  Ziom 

Again.— This  bridle  is  faid  Co  be  in  due  jaii»^ 
of  the  people,  .caufing  them  to  err. .  Job  jbiakcs 
mention  of  the  jaws  of  the  wicked.  J  Vi§Sga  father 
to  the  foot:  and  the  tauft  whi^b  J  knew  ?i9t,  Ijearcbedi 
cut.  And  I  brake  the  jaws  of  the  wifked^  aBdpIueki 
theJpQtl  Qut  of  bis  teeth.  JobxXix,  i6,  17.  Job 
/  comparer 
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ctoii)t>dres  thefe  fpoUers  to  a  voracious  beaf^  or 
inaftiff  dog,  which,  when  they'  feize  a  child,  a  lamb» 
icid>  or  calC  bold  fo  faft>  that  there  is  no  fuch  . 
thing  as  rcfcuing  the  poor  creature,  but  by  wrench* 
ing  <^eh  the  jaws  by  violence.  Juft  fuch  is  an  op*  ' 
prefibr,  a  grinder  of  the  face  of  the  poor,  an  over* 
reacher,  an  overbearer,  who  is  as  infatiable  after 
money^  as  a  ftarven  beaft  is  after  prey :  thefe  greedy 
dogs  itm  never  bm^e  eneugbi  they  go  abow  the  cityi 

atx)  grin  like  a  dog;  and  grudge,  but  are  never  fa-^ 

f  .  » 

tisfied  Job  let  himfelf  againft  thefe,  and  raifed  the 
^ourt  againft  them,  and  made  them  relinquifli  tho 
^il  they  had  taken.  He  bath  Jwallowed  down  riches y' 
fiiys*  Job,  hut  be  Jhall  vomii  them  up  again ;  God  ftudl 
tnft  them  out  ^f  his  helfy.  Juft  fuch  a  beaft  of  prey 
is  a  wolf  in  Ihcep's  clothing,  among  the  Iheep  and* 
lambs  of  the  Lord's  fold  j  or,  to  keep  to  my  text, 
juft  fuch  an  one  is  a  damnable  heretic,  with  this 
bridle  of  the  devil  in  his  jaws:  to  devour,  divide, 
and  fcattcr  the  Iheep  of  Chrift  is  all  his  work#  and 
he  is  fo  bent  upon  ic,  that  hisjleep  is  taken  away^  un- 
lefs  be  hath  caiifedfome  to  fall.  s  ' ' 

The  myftical  body  of  Chrift  is  compared  to  the  ' 
human  body,  and  the  different  members  of  the 
body  to  individual  believers  of  di^er^nt  fizes  in 
growth,  or  in  different  ftages  of  grace.  The  foot 
and  the  ear  reprcfent  the  diligent  and  the  attenuve 
believer ;  and  fuch  as  thefe  the  de^'il  is  moft  watch- 
ful ovcf;  an4  when  one  of  theft  devourers  of  the 
poor  and  rteedy^'havc  been  let  lobfc  upon  the  flock, 
*^     *  C  2      .  nothing 
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notUng  has  been  kft  for  the  Lord  but  three  nuui« 
gled  cncmbecsj  and  thefe  fick  in  bed*  ^tkui/aki 
the  iMrdy  As  tbejheplxrdtakith  out  of  the  mouib  of  the 
lion  two  kgs,  or  a  piece  of  an  ear  i  /vfidU  the  children 
*  tf  Ifr^l  ^e  taken  out  that  dwell  in  Samariay  in  thi 
comer  of  a  hed^  and  in  Damqfcui  on  a  couch,  Amot^ 
iii.  I  a. 

In  the  heart  of  tliis  monfter  of  iniquity  Satan 
rules  I  in  his  vain  imagination  Satan  is  esudtcdi  and 
there  he  rai(es  his  high  towers,  of  ielf-conceit^  hu- 
man wifdom^  fclf-fufficiency,  independcocyj  carnal 
rea{bn»  and  the  wonderful  light  of  fallen  nature ;  and 
every  other  high  thing  that  exalteth  ttjelf  egainji  the 
knowledge  of  Chrijl,  that  not  one  thought  may  ever  go 
into  captilHty  to  the  obedience  of  him*  The  reins  of 
this  bridle  is  infernal  power,  which  leads  this  de* 
Ipdcd  wretch  captive  at  his  will  i  nor  can  he  recover 
biij^lfoui  of  this  fnare  of  the  devil:  he  hath  chqfen 
his  own  way^  and  God  hath  chofen  his  dclufions*. 
The  bit  of  this  bridle  is  fride  \  and  a  poor  wretch 
« hardened  and  ftifFcned  with  pride  would  fink  into 
evcrlafting  burning,  before  he  would  bow,  yicld> 
fubmic,  or  acknowledge  an  offence,  or  himlclf  in  an 
error.  The  Jcwilh  Eharifccs  would  plunge  thcm- 
ielves  in  the  guilt  of  innocent  blood,  and  into  d^ 
unpardonable  fin  up  to  the  neck,  and  expofe  their 
nation  to  ruin,  and  thcmfclves  to  the  greateft  dam- 
narioiv  rather  thin  fubmit  to  the  perfon  or  doc- 
trines of  Chrift,  or,  acknowledge  the  truth  of  one 
charge  brought  againft  them  by  the  Son  of  God* 

^      This 
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This  bridle  Was  in  their  jaws,  and  the  devil  rodc^ 
them>  and  manageid  them,  in  all  their  perfecujionsr 
of  Chriftj  from  the  mang<:i:  to  the  crofs:  and  they 
purfued  him  as  bad  after  his  refurreflionj  until  thq 
Roman  fword  came  upon  them}  and  thenj  juftat 
Pharaoh  and  his  troopers  perilhed  in  the  Red  Sea« 
fo  theie  were  drowned  in  deftruftioo  and  perdition  > 
for  wrath  came  upon  tbefn  to  the  uttcrmofti  and  at  'the 
day  of  judgment /ucb  (ikith  Chrift)  fhcdlgo  awa^  wUb 
the  devil  and  his  angels. 

God  hath  fet  a  brand  xvpon  feveral  claiTes  of  peo« 
plci^  which  thofe  who  are  (killed  in  phyHognomy 
may  read :  a  wbore*s  forehead  exhibits  a  defiance  of 
all  virtue,  modefty,  and  chafticy ;  it  can  redden  at 
nothing  2  nothing  can  deface  ic  but  Mary's  repent^ 
once.  The  midnight  cry  will  make  them  change 
pale,  but  it  will  not  make  them  blujb.  A  fallen 
countenance  informs  us  of  the  deftruftion  of  a  falle 
hope,  and  of  fome  awful  bill  of  indiftment  being 
filed  in  the  court  of  confcience.  A  fad  countenance 
on  the  bmler  and  baker  of  Pharaoh  informed  Jo- 
leph  of  thcj  forrow  of  their  hearts.  The  anxiety, 
pious  concern,  wifhful  eyes,  and  blubbered  cheeks  « 
of  the  fpoufe  in  the  Song,  told  the  daughters  of 
Jerulalcm  that  Ihe  was  crofled^  in  love.  fVhitber  is 
thy  bekved  gone,  O  thou  fairefi  among  women  ?  fVbi^ 
ther  is  thy,  beloved  turned  ajide,  that  we  may  Jeek  him 
with  thee?  The  (corner  in  his  chair  is  to  be'known. 
by  his  brow  of  brafs^  which  no  reproof  ijor  rebuke 
from  man,  no  waning  nor  allurement  by  the  minify 
6,  .    -  try. 
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tty,  ever  melts  or  removed.  A  papift  carries  the 
itiark  of  thebeaft  in  his  foreheads  judicial  brindneisi 
bigotry,  hatred)  and  rev4*nge)  arc  ef^id<^hc  enough* 
But  this  ungovernable  animal  in  my  text,  when  he 
]l  ^qiiuppedi  is  the  moft  confpicuous  of  all :  defi-- 
ance  of  heaven  appears  on  hb  brow,  pride  fwcOs  his 
cheeks,  aixl  Satan  looks  through  his  eyes,  and  never 
fbfifers  one  plain  truth,  in  real  honefty,  ever  to  come- 
from  his  mouth.  ^V  is  the  pale  btnfe^  and  be  that 
fits  on  him  is  Deaths  and  bellfoUtrtvs  him.  Rev.  vi.  8. 
Bfc  ilbt  like  a  horic  or  mule,  which  have  no  under- 
(Fanding,  whofe  mouth  mull  be  held  in  ^vith  bit  and 
bridle,  and  I  will  guide  you  vnch  mine  eye,  faith 
the  great  Commander  and  Leader  of  his  people;  and 
where  this  eye,  this  true  light  fhines,  God  grant  wc 
may  ever  follow.    Aimen,  and  amen. 
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T£  THAT  HATS  BSCAPED  THS  SWORD>  GO  AWAY^ 
STAND  NOT  STILL  :  REMEMBKR  THS  LORD  AFA& 
OFF^    AND    LET    JBRUSALEM     COME    INTO    YOUR « 

MIND.    Jen  IL  50. 

1  AM  very  gla4  to  fee  lb  many  of  you  here  dys 
morningy  and  that  your  pleafure  lies  in  attending 
upon  the  worfliip  of  God  in  his  houie  of  prayer. 
On  fuch  public  ocqifions  as  thefe  there  are  fucb. 
crowds  attend^  that  it  often  happens  that  (bme  ac- 
cident or  other  befalls  ipme  of  the  innumerable  fpec- 
.tators:  fome  perhaps .  will  be  carried  home  at  night 
with  ^broken  bones^  and  perhaps  fome  that  are  gone 
from  home  will  return  alire  so  more;  but  be  it, 
however^  as  it  niay>  1  will  be  bold  to  fay  that  we  ihall 
return  home  with  the  moft  peace^ ,  and  in  the  pof- 
ftflion  of  thfi  bcft  confcience.   , 

A'3  .  A  few 
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A  few  years  before  this  public  calamity  befell'  the 
Jews,  reigned  that  pious  young  king  Jofiah,  6> 
much  lamented  by  die  Jews,,  and  even  by  the  pro^ 
phet  Jeremiah,  that  the  mourning  at  his  death  be* 
came  a  proverb  in  tfraeL  t  Chron«  xxsv,  25.  He 
was  flain  by  Necho  king  of  Egypt,  who  was  going 
to  engage  the  king  vf  Afl^ia  by  the  riv^r  Euphrates.. 
The  king  of  Egypt  fent  Jofiah  word  that  he  was-- 
not  come  out  againft  him,  but  againft  the  Ally  nans;, 
and  he  informed 'him  that  God  had  fcnt  him,  and 
was  with  him;  and  therefore  he  charged  him  not  to- 
meddle  with  God,  tliat  he  deftroyed  him  not.  But 
J^fiah  paid  no  regard  to  this>  not  m  the  kaft 
iutpeding  diat  Goci  ^as  with  a  king  of  Egypt-  Thig. 
was  one  of  tht  Lord^s  Shibboleths,  for  God  was  with« 
Necho  i  and  Jofiah  fell  by  the  hand  of  the  kihg  o£ 
» Egypt,  as  he  told  him  he  (hould  if  ht  meddled 
with  God. 

After  the  death  of  Jofiah,  the  people  of  the  fcmd 
nuade  Jehoahaz  king  inftead  of  his  fecfaier,.  and  he 
reigned  in  Jertrialcm  three  months.  And  the  king 
rf  Egypt  dethroned  liim,  and  condemned  the  hhd 
in  an  hundred  talents  of  filyer  and  a  talent  bf  ^fM^ 
and  made  Eliakim  king  infttad  of  iih  bhAhfer,  and 
changed  his  namt  to  "that  of  Jthotakitti.  And^ 
Necho.  took  Jchoahaz  and  citfted  him  ihtp  Egyp, 
where  he  died. 

Jehoiakim  reigned  eleiren  yea^s  in  Jertifilclh,  and* 
did  nothing  b^  evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord.  And 
againft  this  king  it  was  that  th6  king  ^  Jkibflcnt 

made 
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made  war;  and  he  took  him>  and  laid  Mm  in  irons. 
Id  carry  him  to'  Babylon.  And  with  him  be 
took  alfo  the  vcflels  of  the  tcmplci  and  fev*n  thou- 
fand  foldiers,  the  fmiths  and  fcraftfinen  a  thoufand, 
&c.  a  Chron.  xxxvi.  6.  And  at  his  departure  he 
tiiade  Jehoiachin  king  in  his  ftcad.  And  after  be 
had  reigned  three  months  ihe  king  of  Babylon  put 
him  down,  and  took  him  to  Babylon,  and  'm&Ie 
Zedekiah  his  brother  king  in  his  room  j  and  it  was 
in  this  king's  reign  thiit  Jerufakm  was  taken  and 
deftroycdi  and  his  wickednefs  was  the  principal 
caufe  of  it ;  for  he  had  made  a  covenant  with  the' 
king  of  Babylon  in  the  houfc  of  God,  and  given 
him  the  right  hand  of  fellow  (hip,  and  fwofc  fidc<* 
lity  to  hhn  in  the  name  of  God,  and  that  he  held 
his  crown  by  him,  for  it  was  Nebuchadnezzar 
that  had  made  him  king.  After  he  had  reigned 
eight  or  nine  years  he  rebelled  agninfl:  the  king  of 
Babylon,  broke  his  covenant,  violated  hi^  oath,-  and 
hifcd  the  armies  of  Egypt  to  affift  him  againft  Ne- 
buchadnezzar. In  the  ninth  year  of  his  rdgn,  in 
the  tenth  »month,  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  month» 
Nebuchadnezzar  and  all  his  hoft  came  againft  him^ 
and  befieged  him  until  the  devertth  year  of  his 
reign.  And  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  fourth  month 
the  city  was  broken  upr  and  taken.  It  was  this  king 
that  cut  and  burnt  the  prophet  Jeremiah's  rc^. 
Written  by  die  order  of  God :  under  Mm  Jeremiah 
the  prophet  was  put  into  the  dungeon :  he  was  iitr 
tolerably  vile,  and  both  princes  and  pri^  followed 

A  4  his 


(  «  ) 

hU  example*  Tbe  chief  rf  the  prufts  troHfgreffidveiy 
much  after  tbe  dbomnatums  of  tbe  heathen^  andfeUuMtd 
tbe  bonfe  rf  God  tvbicb  be  bad  ballowed  in  Jerufalenu 
Jnditbe  Lord  God  of  tbeir  fatbers  fent  to  tbem  ly  bis 
miffengers^  rifing  up  betimes^  and  fending  \  becaufe  be 
bad  compqffim  on  bis.feople^  and  on  bis  dwelling  place: 
but  tbey  mocked  tbe  meffengers  of  God^  and  defpifed  bis 
wordSy'  4md  mfufed  bis  propbets,  until  tbe  wratb .  ^ 
tbe  Lord  or  oft  againft  bis  people ^  till  tbere  was  nore^ 
medf.  aChroiuxxxvL  14^  15,  i6. 

The  prophet  Jeremiah^  whom  God  had  made  an 
iron  pillar  and  a  brazen  wall  againft  this  impious 
king,  and  all  that  were  in  the  bond  of  iniquity  with 
him)  feems  much  concerned  that  the  righteous  and 
the  wicked  ihould  be  involved  together  in  this  com« 
mon  calamity :  to  relieve  the  prophet's  mind  upon 
this  matter,  God  gives  him  a  viGon  of  two  baflcets 
of  figs.  The  fruit  of  one  bafket  was  vile,  and  that 
of  the  other  excellent ;  the  former  reprefented  the 
wicked,  the  latter  fuch  as  obeyed  the  voice  of  the 
]Lord.  ^usfaitb  tbe  Lord  God  of  IJraely  Like  tbefe 
good  figs y  Jo  will  I  acknowledge  tbem  tbat  are  carried 
away  captive  tfjudab,  wbom  I  bave  fent  out  of  tbis 
place  into  tbe  land  of  tbe  Chaldeans  for  tbeir  good. 
For  Iwillfet  mine  eyes  upon  tbem  for  goody  and  I  wiU 
bring  tbem  again  to  tbis  land :  and  I  will  build  tbem, 
and.  not  pull  tbem  down  1  and  I  will  plant  tbem^  and 
not  pluck  tbem  up.  And  I  will  give  tbem  an  heart  to 
know  mcy  tbat  I  am  tbe  Lord:  and  they  fhalL  be  tny 
people,  and  I  will  be  tbeir  Godr  for  tbey  Jball  return 
•7  unto 
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Mto  me  with  their  wbck  heart.  Jen  xxir.  5, 6,  fi 
It  is  to-  tbefe  that  my  text  fpeaks,  Te  that  have 
efcaped  the  ftverd^  go  awojfy  ftand  not  ftill :  rememier 
the  Lord  afar  off^  and  let  Jerufalem  eome  into  joar 
mnd.    In  handling  thefe  wordsj  I  will  ^ 

1.  Treat  of  thofc  who  efcaped  the  /word.  ' 

2.  Take  notice  of  the, prophet's  watchword,  and 
of  the  fecret  that  lay  under  it^  Go  away. 

3.  It  is  repeated,  or  re-cnf^rced,  Stand  not  ftill. 

m 

4.  The  exhortadon.  Remember  the  Lord  afar  off. 

5«  To  Fet  their  city  have  a  place  in  their  heart. 
Let  Jerufalem  come  into  your  mind.  And  I  (hall  con- 
clude with  comparing  (bme  things  in  their  cafe  with 
ours>  and  go  through  my  text  in  new  teftament 
language. 

To  begin  with  thofc  who  efcaped  the  fword. 

God,  in  the  midd  of  this  furrounding  calamity^ 
had  fet  before  the  darlings  of  his  foul  a  door  of 
hope^  and  provided  a  refuge  from  this  blaft  of  the 
terrible  One,  when  it  came  a^  a  deflroying  dorm 
againft  their  walls,  and  that  was  fubmitting  their 
necks  to  the  yoke  of  the  king  of  Babylon,  jind 
unto,  this  people  thou  jhalt  fay^  ^hus  faith  the  Lordi 
Beholdy  I  fet  before  you  the  W(^  of  life,  and  the  way 
of  death.  He  that  abide th  in  this  city  fhall  die  by 
the  fword,  and  by  the  famine,  and  by  the  peftilence  : 
but  he  that  goetb  out,  andfalleth  to  the  Chaldeans  that 
befiege  you,  he  fhall  livel  and  his  life  Jhall  be  unto 

him 


(    w    ) 

i^fitapny.  for  I  have  fttnij  fka  if§d9^  fHf 
aij  filtmlt  and  mi  Jbr  §Obd^  Jmtb  tb^  Lord :  itfiutH 
te  pviH  info  tig  lumd  9f  tin  kmg  of  Baiylat,  imd  ko 
JhoU  haru  it  witijiro.  Jer.  xxi.  8,  9,  lo. 

This  was  the  toudiftooc  and  the  way  chat  God 
^ade  for  the  obcdieiit  to  efcape :  this  was  the  triaL 
There  :Biras  to  be  no  fafety  in  the  city  of  God$ 
no  flicker  in  the  temple,  the  rcfidcnce  of  God ;  no 
Droteftion  at  his  altar,  nor  yet  in  a  legal  facrifice  ; 
1)0  life  or  fafety,  but  ^y  flying  into  the  jaws  of  an 
heathen  and  a  cruel  enemy*  And  chat  which  made 
this  trial  the  more  perplexing  was,  the  falfe  pco^ 
.  phets  which  the  devil  fent  to  wichftand,  confront, 
and  contradid  the  prophet  of  God ;  this  a6Forded 
plenty  of  ground  for  halting  with  the  fimple,  who 

* 

believe  every  word ;  and  if  ferved  to  confirm  the 
rebellious  in  their  infidelity.  Jeremiah  prophefied 
fubje£tion  to  the  king  of  Babylon  fcventy  years. 
Hananiah  cames  into  Ihe  temple  of  God,  and  in  the  pre^ 
fence  of  the  priefis  and  all  the  people^  fiyi^gi  ^^ 
fpeaketb  the  Lord  of  boftsy  the  God  of  Ifrad^  faying^  I 
hove  broken  t bo  yoke  oftbe  king  of  Babylon,  ff^ttbin  two 
full  years  will  I  bring  again  into  (bis  place  all  the 
v^els  of  ibe  Lord's  houfe^  tbat  Nebucbadnezzar  took' 
away  from  tbis  place.  And  I  will  bring  again  to  tbis 
place  Jeconiab  tbe  fon  of  Jeboiakim  king  of  Judab, 
with  all  tbe  captives  of  Judab,  tbat  went  into  Baby-- 
lonj  faitb  tbe  Lord :  for  I  will  break  tbe  yoke  of  tbe 
king  of  Babylon.  Jcr.  xxviii.  2,  3, 4. 

Qod  orders  his  prophet  to  put  bands  and  yokes 

upon  his  nock,  in  token  of  Judah  and  other  nations 
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fttrhg  the  king  of  Babylon,  ^d  tity  Jhdllfefv^  h6»^ 
Jiitb  God  I  and  his  Jon^  and  bis  JmCi  fin.    HananhJft 
breaks  the  ycJce  off  Jeremiah^  neck,  ^r^Jpdiiintbe 
prefence  of  M  the  people^  f^yi^S^  Tbusfiiib  the  l/nrd^ 
Even  fi  ^iU'  I  break  the  yoki  of  the  king  of  Bahylm 
fium  the  Heck  of  all  nations,  within  tbefpact  if  tw& 
full  years.  ]tT.  xxviii.  1 1.     This  is  the  cry  o^  2>^ 
berei   and  &,   there.     The  chtldren  of  falfehdodi 
cleaved  to  the  falfe  prophet,  and  confpircd  againft 
Jeremiah ;   and  thofe  of  the  Iriith  clfeavcd  to  the 
prophet  of  God ;.  and  th&  mahif^ed  the  childreti^ 
of  God  and  the  children  of  kh*  devH.    Thdft  whs 
trufted  m  Hananiah's  lie  were  cutoff  by  the  fwohl 
of  the  Spn-it ;.  the  word  of  God  was  a  fevetir  of 
death  unto  death  to  them,  for  thofe  were  flaiif  firft 
by  the  fword  of  God ;.  as  k  is  written,  The^  con^ 
(that  is  the  Egyptians  aftd  the  Jews)  to  fi^t  ^itb 
^  Ofddiansi  hut  itk  to  fU  them  with  the  dedd  b$^ 
dies  of  men  whom  I  have  fiain  tH  mine  emgir  ^dnd  in 
my  fury ^  and  for  all  whofe  wickednefsl  have  bid  my 
face  frtm  this  city.  Jer.  xxxiit.  5.     Thefe  tnKted  ta 
a  lie ;  and  others,  who  knew  not  thfe  voice  of  Godf^ 
fr6m  the. voice  of  Satan,  Iialted  between  two  opi- 
Atons,  tiH  the  bread  of  the  city  ^as  aH  i^xhailfted, 
j^nd  the  fword  of  war  brought  them  to  a  con- 
duCon  with  a  witneik 

But  thoft  yvho  knfew  the  Shepherds  voice  took 
fte  warning,  and  obeyed  the  voice  of  the  Ltrd  ^  . 
and  to  thefe  the  word  of  God  was  a  fevburof  life 
vnto  Sfe ;  they  believed  i«^  *aad  had  lh&-  life  for  1^ 
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fttj :  thus  tb€  jujt  Jived  iy  faith.  Theie  clcaped 
tKe  fword  of  the  Spiritj  for  they  wen  neither  cue 
off*  nor  ilatn  by  it»  And,  to  confirm  thefe  in  their 
obodience  and  confidence,  God  ient  an  awfiil  mef- 
iage  to  Hananiabj  who  had  been  laid  in  their  way 
by  the  devil  as  a  ftumbling- block.  Gq^  mi  tell  W^ 
noHiab,  faying^  Tbus/aiib  the  tord^  Tbcu  bq/i  brekm 
ibe  yokes  of  wood  i  but  tbou  fhak  make  for  them  yokes 
0f  iron.  For  thus  faith  the  Lord  ofhofis,  the  God  of 
^aeU  I  have  put  a  yoke  of  iron  upon  all  thefe  no- 
turns ^  that  they  may  Jerve  Nebuchadnezzar  king  of 
Babylon ;  and  they  fhallferve  him :  and  I  have  given 
him  the  beajis  of  the  field  alfo.  Then  feud  the  prophet 
Jeremiah  unto  Hananiab  the  prophet ^  Hear  now,  Ha^ 
naniab  i  the  Lord  bath  not  fent  thee,  but  thou  makefi 
this  people  to  trufi  in  a  lie.  Therefore  thus  faith  the 
Lord,  Behold,  I  will  caft  thee  from  off  the  face  of  the 
earth:  this  year  thou  ftudt  die,  becaufe  thou  baft 
taught  rebellion  againft  the  Lord.  So  Hananiah  the 
prophet  died  the  fame  year,  in  thefeventh  month.  Jer. 
xxviiL  14—17.  This  awful  judgment  upon  the 
lying  prophet  confirmed  them  who  had  obeyed  the 
voice  of  the  Lord  and  fell  away  to  the  Chaldeans  i 
When  the  wicked  arefmitten,  the  righteous  will  beware^ 
and  by  which  they  efcaped  being  (lain  by  the  fword 
of  the  fpirit. 

And  they  efcaped  the  fword  of  juftice  alio.     The 

fword  of  the  Lord  fbdl  devour  ft  om  the  one  end  of  the 

land  even  to  the  other  end  of  the  land:   no  fiefhfhaU 

have  peace,  •^tu  xii,  1 2.    But  thofe  who  yielded  the 

obedience 
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obedience  of  f^th  were  icreened  from  this  fwordi 
Syjfirf  and  by  ftoord  did  the  Lord  pkad  wtb  allflejbi 

a  • 

and  the  fiain  rf  the  Lord  was  many.  But  tbofe  who. 
received  the  truth,  and  trufted  in  tfie  Lordj  efcaped 
bodi  the  curfe  of  the  law  and  the  fword  of  juftice, 
wMch  always  go  together ;  My  fword  JhaU  he  bathed 
in  heaven,  and  Jhail  come  down  upon  Idumea^  'the 
people  of  my  curfe,  to  judgment  \  nor  fhall  fuch  be  cut 
i^under,  nor  haoe  their  portion  ^th  hypocrites  and 
with  unbelievers.  In  fhort>  they  eicaped  being  flain 
by  the  fword  of  the  Spirit  s  they  efcaped  the  fword 
of  juftice  aliby  and  the  (word  of  war ;  their  Ibula 
vere  to  live>^  and  their  life  was  given  to  them  for  a 
'  prey  wherever  they  came.    Whith  leads  me, 

adiy.  To  confider  their  watchword.  Go  awof. 
Th^s  c&ptivity  had  been  foretold  by  many  eminent 
prophets,  even  by  Mofes :  And  the  LordJhaUfcatter 
thee  among  all  people,  from  the  one  end  of  the  earth 
even  to  the  other  end  of  it ;  and  there  thou  fhalt  ferve 
€ther  gods,  which  neither  thou  nor  thy  fathers  have 
known,  even  wood  andftone.  And  among  thefe  nations 
fhalt  thou  find  no  eafe,  neither  fl^M  the  fole  of  thy  foot 
have  reft:  but  the  Lord  fhall  give  thee  there  a  trenAling 
heart,  and  failing  of  eyes,  andforrow  oftfind.  Deuc 
xxviii.  64,  65.  To  this  Daniel  alludes  in  his  fup- 
plications»  The  royal  pialmift  predicts  this  long 
capdvity  \  By  the  rivers  tf  Baby  km,  there  we  fat 
down,  yea,  we  wept,  when  we  remembered  Zion.  Wt 
banged  our  harps  upon  the  willows  in  the  midfi  thereof. 
For  there  they  that  carried  us  away,  captive  required  of 

us 


<    14    ) 

P^J^i  Md  thy  tku  wf^  m  req^ed  rf  ks 
Vk^h  f^if^j  Smi  us  me  rf  tbi  Jmgs  rf  ZimL  Bom 
Jhall  wijng  tbeUritsJwg m ajtrofige Umd^  Pfid. 
fxxxm  But  die  prophet  Ifiuah  is  more  fiiO  thaa 
fny  yxfOK  tMs  Head  \  hd  not  only  fosoells  it,  but 
$heir  reftomioii  from  its  sukI  namea  die  king  who 
^ouldl  prpclsMSi  dietr  enlargenicac^  wd  who  ihJI 
build  both  tbdf  city  aiid  their  xxm^  Theie  pro« 
phccies  conflrmed  thole  in  dietr  fiudt  who  had 
obeyed  (he  voice  of  die  Lord  by  Jctesiiah ;  aiid^ 
^ey  beiAg  ioftni&ed  by  the  prophet  m  the  mind 
fad  witt  of  die  Lord,  and  bc»ng  in  dib  fecvet,  he 
gives  diem  the  watchword,  befoc  the  oily  wa$ 
taken,  G^  gun^^  fiandnoi  ft&^ 

Moreover,  he  had  informed  diofe  obodieot  dnea 
that  God  had*  hid  his  fiice  from  thb  ci^  ilnd  tbft 
^  tempk  was  to  be  burnt  ^ith  firei  ami  thiif,  IT 
|bey  vouki  ftek  and  £nd  die  pieieoce  oi  God^ 
^ey  fliould  find  him  b  the  phure  of  their  captivity^ 
Therefore  he  %s,  thMsJaiti  tlu  Lord  God^  4lf  bough 
f  bave  c^ft  fhpfo  far  off  0mfng  tba  booAen^  aidal^ 
tboMgb  Ibave  Jcaitatd  $bom  amof^  At  cotpuriis,  jfof^ 
mill  it  to  tbom  Of  a  Ultk/anSumy  htbegnmtoiu 
r^borf  tbff  Jbail  com.  Ezek.  xi.  i6.  Thoib  (here- 
fore  that  would  find  God,  and  all  diofe  ti^ho  pined 
«fier  the  ianSuary  fervice*  >vere  to  find  his  {xefenc^ 
tnd  lumAdf  a  ianduary,  in  diefe  countries,  and  np- 
where  dfe.  Hence  the  ws^chword.  Go  <«^,  pmd. 
ttot  fiiU. 

Moreover^  all  thor  gaip  in  godfio^is  was  to  be 
8  &wd 
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6ruf4  tkere — I  will  ien4  tfacm  i^tp  c^p^vuy  for 
dicir  goo4 1  mine  eyes  ih^ll  be  ^pon  them  fpr  gooc), 
fod  ti^y  (hall  liye»  and  return  4gain>  ^n4  I  will 
give  ^em  p^f^e^.^  4n  expe&ed  end.  There^ 
fort  g^  Wi^t  fiwd  not  ftiU^  Befides,  there  mt^s  do 
fafe(y  but  under  xjx^  yoke  cf  ^e  kiog  <»f  B^byboa 
he  that  fvbmii;&  to  hts  yofip^  fifid  ferves  ^e  king  of 
$abylon>  fli^U  ];^^?^e  bis  life  for  ^  prey^  Hence  |Iui 
warning,  Go  qw^y^  fiiwd  not  fiiU.  Byt  ^gaui^  thft 
lung  of  Babylon  was  God's  fervantr  and  to  fervf 
%m  was  fervii^  God  f  an^  ^  the  rich  and  wicked 
oppreflors  aiaoog  (he  Jpws  kept  their  bre^ren  is 
b0P49g!Cj  w^to  bondage;  they  ftotrfd  gQj  Mrf.bc 
9^e  IP  know  wbgt  the  yoke  pffervitiidc  was,  wh^ 
vcre  io  fond  of  yoldng  others;  but  thofe  thai 
obeyed  the  vcnce  pf  the  Lprd  wef  e  to  ^  qiucl| 
better.  Jl)§  Lord /aidj  Veriif  it  fidl  he  ^U  with 
tby  rtmnanty  verilji  J  mil  ((^ufg  the  etimf^  to  ifan^ 
th00  w^  if^  ^kf  thne^  of  ruil  qn4  in  the  tuf^$  ^  4^ 
fidion.  ]4tv.  ^^11.  Therefore  if  you  will  be  obe^ 
dient  to  the  Lord  of  hofts,  and  believe  his  wardli  ' 
if  you  will  have  your  life  for  a  prey»  and  kve  \fg 
^thi  if  you  will  follow  ^  Lord^  who  is  gojii} 
from  hence  to  ^abybn  i  if  you  will  efcapc  the  ixf^^ 
pending  judgcnent'  and  inevitable  deftrufkion  1  if 
you  will  feek  the  promifed  good  treatn)ei)t>  ai|4 
have  ihe  eyes  and  heart  of  God  upon  you  for 
good;  if  you  would  enjoy  peace>  and  arrive  at 
the  promifed^  an4  e;|^dcd  $n4^G^  awy^  figni- 

Again, 


Again>  God  will  fend  no  more  prophets  to  Jeru--^ 
(akm  in  your  ablence^  he  will  raife  you  up  pro-' 
pbets  in  Babylon  $  Ezekiel  is  already  there  to  meet 
you  m  the  |)erfon  of  God>  to  welcome  you  at  your 
cxm)ing>  and  to  be  over  you  in  the  Lordj  and  to 
encourage  all  them  that  have  obeyed  the  voice  of 
the  Lord  by  me  i  and  will  prediA,  even  tj[Ktt,  the 
fiime  deftruftion  to  them  who  defend  the  city 
•gainft  the  Chaldeans  that  I  do  \  you  will  there  fee 
that  we  ipeak  the  fame  things,  and  tread  in  the 
iame  fteps — therefore  go  away^  fiani  mtfiiU.  I  now 
come  to  the  enfbrcement  of  the  exhortation, 

StMd  not  ftiU.  It  will  not  do  to  cofdutt  carnal 
realbn — ihe  will  plead  the  fafety  of  thofe  who  abide 
in  the  city  and  in  the  temple  s  but  ttuft  ye  not  in  fy* 
mg  wordsi  J^ing^  The  temple  rf  the  Lord^  The  tem^ 
fie  of  the  Lord^  The  tempk  of  the  Lord,  are  thefe^ 
Jen  vii.  4«  For  God  will  be  a  little  fenfhiary  co 
you  in  the  countries  where  you  fliall  come — there- 
fore /tf;ri  not  fitU.  Confult  not  with  Befh  and 
blood.  Nature  will  argue  about  the  length  of  the 
way>  tile  cruelty  of  the  heathen,  their  abominable 
idolatry,  the  ftrangenefi  of  their  cuftoms,  their  un« 
known  dj|leA,  and  the  unlawflibefs  of  offering  fa^ 
crifices  td  God  in  a  ftrange  land— but  the  decree  of 
heaveh,  the  predidions  of  ancient  prophets,  and 
the  wofd  from  God,  is,  that  this  land  (h!aU  Ke  de«> 
folate  feventy  years — therefore  ^^ww/;^/  ftil}% 

Standing  ftill  to  confider  occafions  hafting,  and 
unbelief  will  work  in  thofe  that  halt>  and  the  fidfo 

•  prophets 
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|)rophcts  ti^ill  gain  an  afcendancy  ovtr  you>  and 
the  majority  tbac  arc  led  by  them  will  have  a  iad 
Influence  and  bad  effect  upon  your  mindsj  to  the 
'  endangering  of  both  foul  and  body^-»ther€forc;^tf»i 
not  Jiilly  led  by  fuch  coniultatioos  you  (lop, .  yea^ 
turn  back>  and  periih  in  che  public  calamity— r<^  ' 
nwnhr  Lot's  mfe,  who  was  ordered  not  to  look 
back,  nor  tarry  in  all  the  plain — therefore  Jiandp^ 
jmi.  I  have  na  cjll  to  tell  you  where  to  go,  yon 
know  thit  already,  it  is  to  Babylon;  there  go» 
there  Is  your  fafcty  and  your  protedlion  j  and  n- 
meinicr  the  Lord  afar  offy  and  let  Jerufalem  com^  tni^ 
your  mind. 

Remember  the  Lord  afar  off^  Sec.  To  encourage 
you  to  this  you  have  feveral  ancient  prophecies 
as  well  as  the  orders  of  God  by  me«  Jnd  I  will 
make  your  cities  wajie^  mid  kring  your  JanSuaries 
taao  defolatioJt,  and  I  will  not  ftnell  the  Javour  of  y9ur 
Jweet  odours.  And  I  will  bring  the  land  into  ddb^ 
lotion  i  and  your  enemies  which  dwell  therein  fball  ba 
ajionijhed  qt  it.  And  I  will  /cotter  you  among  the 
heathen,  and  will  draw  out  a  /word  ctfter  you  i  and 
your  land  fball  be  de/olatey  and  your  cities  w^ft^ 
Then  Jhall  the  land  enjoy  her  Jabbaths,  as  long  as  if 
lieth  de/olate,  and  ye  be  in, your  enemies*  land-,  ei)ejt 
then  Jhall  the  land  reft,  and  enjoy  her  /abbatbs.  And 
upon  them-tbat  are  Irft  alive  of  you^  I  wUl/end  a  ' 
faintne/s  into  their  hearts  in  the  lands  of  their  ^- 
rates  i  and  the  fmnd  of  ajbaken  ki^  fbaU  chafe  them ; 
and  they  fball  JUe^  as  flee^g  from  the  fwordy   and 

B  they 
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ibej^  Jball/aO  when  mnepurjuetb.  Bui,  if  tbefJbaB 
confefs  ibeir  imquiij,  and  the  iniquity  of  their  fathers, 
tvitb  their  trefpafs  which  they  trejpaffed  againft  me, 
and  tifat  alfo  tlyey  have  walked  cmtrary  unto  me  \  anS 
that  I  alfo  have  walked  contrary  unto  them,  and  have 
ir ought  them  into  the  land  of  their  enemies ;  if  then 
their  uncircumctfed  hearts^  be  humbled,  and  they  iben 
aeeept  of  the  punifhment  of  their  iniquity  j  then  will  I ' 
remember  my  covenant  with '  Jacob,  md  alfo  iny  cove^ 
nant  with  Ifaac,  and  alfo  my  covenant  witB  Abraham 

m 

wiU  I  remember-,  and  /will  remember  the  land.  Lev* 
xxvi, 

Solomon,  in  his  prayer  at  the  dedicadon  of  die 

temple,  and  the  promile  of  God  in  anfnrer  thereto^ 

is  mil  to  the  fame  purpofe,      Jf  thy  people  Jim 

againft  thee  (for  there  if  no  man  that  Jimteth  not), 

and  thou  be  angyj  ivith  them,   and  deliver  them  ta 

the  enemy,  fo  that  they  carry  them  away  captives  unto 

the  land  of  the  enemy,  far  or  neon  yet,  if  they  ftball 

bethink  themfehes  in  the  land  whither  they^were  carried 

captive,  and  repent,  and  make  fttpplication  unto  thee  in 

the  land  of  thetn  that  carried  them   captives,  faying, 

/re  have  fimed  and  have  done  perverfely,  we  hava 

committed  wickednefs :    and  fo  return  unto  thee  with 

all  their  heart,  and  with  all  their  foul,  in  the  land  of 

their  enemies  which  led  them  away  captive,  and^  pray 

ufito  thee  toward  their  land  which  thou  gaveft  unto 

ih^r  fathers,  the  city  which  thbu  haft  chofen,  and  the 

houfe  which  I  have  built  for  thy  name :   then  hear 

thou  their  prayer  and  their  fupplieation  in  heaven  thy 
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drivelling  plate ^  and  maintain  their  caufe^  and  farghid 
thy  people  that  have  finned  againft  thee,  and  all  their 
tffinfffreJIkm  wherein  they  Save  tranfffrejfed  againft  thee^ 
and  give  them  ctanpaffion  before  them  who  carried  them 
captive,  that  they  may  have  compaffion  on  tbem*  i  Kings 
viii.  And  the  anfwcr  is,  That  the  Lord  appeared 
to  Solomon  tbejecond  time,  as  he  had  appeared  imto  him 
at  Giheon.  And  the  Lord/Md  unto  him,  I  have  heard 
thy  prayer  andtby  fuppHcdtion,  that  thou  haft  made  be^ 
fore  me-:  I  have  hallowed  this  houfe,  which  thou  haft 
btfilt,  to  put  my' name  there  for  ever :  and  mine  eyes 
and  mine  heart  fball  be  there  perpetually,  i  Kings  ix.  * 
I — 3.  Thcfc  were  the  prophecies  that  went  be- 
fore^  which  were  full  of  counfcl  and  inftruftion  to 
thofe  who  were  ordered  to  go  away,  and  to  remember 
the  Lord  afar  off.      *  • 

This  kind  cairtion  was  to  guard  them  againft  the 
fubtilcy  and  thievery  of  the  devil,  wh6  watches  and 
lies  in  wait  to  lleaJ  the  word  of  God  out  of  the  ^^ 

* 

heart  which  is  fown  in  it,  that  we  may  become  un- 
fruitful   Hence  the  apoffle's  exhortation,  fVe  ought 
to  give  the  more  eameft  heed  to  the '  things  which  we 
have  beard,  left  at  any  time  we  fhmld  let  them  flip. 
If  ever  we  let  them  flip,  it  is  by  the  cunning  of  the 
devil,   who  diverts  bur  minds  with  fome  worldly ' 
rattle,  while  he  robs  the  memory  of  the  word  of 
God  fown  therein— therefore  remember  the  Lord\ 
afar  off.      Remember  the  promifes  that  he  hath 
made  to  you,  of  being  with  you,  and  a  little  fane- 
fiuary  to  you;   and  of  his  fending  you  there  for 
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your  goody  of  I1I5  fetting  his  eyes  and  his  hearr 
upon  you»  of  che  happy  return  he  has  promifed 
youj  and  che  ptaceable  end  he  wiU  bring  you  to^ 
and  as  God  is  mod  faichfuly  fo  he  m\l  withouc  fkli 
n^akc  his  prooiife  good.  Medkate  upon  diefe 
things,  ponder  them  over  m  your  xnind.  Mj  /aui 
fl}aU  be /atisfiid  as  with  marrow  and  fatntfs^  and  mjf, 
tnouib  jball  fraifi  thee  with  joyful  lip :  when  I  re^ 
mmber  tbes  upon  my  hed^  and  medttaU  oh  thee  in  the 

*  night  watches.  Becaufe  thou  baji  been  my  help  i  there- 
fere  in  the  fhadow  of  thy  wings  wUl  I  rejoice.  Pfalm 
Ixiii*  5 — 7.  .  Remember  the  Lord  afar  off.  Remem^ 
ber  Co  put  your  truft  and  confidence  in  hira^  to  reft 
ftod  rely  upon  hin)^  and  to  exped  every  needful 
and  promifed  help  from  him.  No\jj  know  I  thai 
the  Lord  farjeth  his  anointed  ^  he  will  hear  him  frcm 
his  holy  heaven  with  the  faving  ftrength  of  his  right 
hand.  Some  truft  in  chariots y  and  fome  in  borfes :  'hut 
we  will  remember  the  name  of  the  Lord  our  God.  PfaL 
:xx.  6,  y.     Remember  to  call  conftantly  upon  his 

'  name,  and  be  thankful  for  his  difcriminadng  grace 
ifi  fparing  you  froai  thofe  chat  have  noc  obeyed  the 
voice  of  the  Lord :  for  ciiofe^  to  a  man,  fball  faU 
by  &mine,  by  peftilence,  and  fwoid ;  but  you  arc 
tilt  few  hairs  that  have  cleaved  to  the  covenant 
Head>  and  are  wrapped  up  in  the  ildcc  of  hhn  that 
fiiaH  be  ci&td  "The  Lord  our  Rightequ/he/^..  Ezek.v.  j^. 
y^d  let  Jeriffiilem  come  into  your  mind.    It  is  yoar 

*  birth  place,  and  the  place  of  your  fathers  fepuU 

cbresi  it  hach.long  been  the  city  of  the  great  King^ 

8  the 


i3ic  holy  mountain,  and'  the  refi3en*A  hf  the  Uvtng 
God,  where  the  Almighty  has  long  put  bis^'name. 
And  to  this  you  art  encouraged  by  andcrit  jiro- 

.     .  .  ►  • 

&ei     /fiw  'Jhdl  we'Jing  the  Lord's  Jong  iti  iifirttnfe 

idnir  If  [' forget  'titee,  O  fefujdem\  M'my  rigit 

»  •  •  ♦      *  *         •  * 

i^dkd  forget  her  cunning.  If  /•  do  nei' remember -ihik^ 
let  my  iingue  cleave  to  the  toof  i>fwj  -  mouth ;  if  I  ffi^ 
^^Je^  notjertifakm  above  iny  chirf  joy.  O- daughter  of 
Babylon^  who  art  to  be  deftrcyedy  ^  hapfy  foall  be  ie, 
that  rtwardetb  tb'ee^as  thou  hafi  Jehkd  ith    Pfalm 

a 

'  ft  tstd  Jerufalem,  and  to  the  temple  thfert,  that 

-  Solomon  in 'his*  prayer  dircfts  your  ej^es  to  look' for 

'  help,     tf  thy  feople  go  mf  to  battle  agaiftft  ibeir  ene^ 

mf  wbithirjbever  thou  fhnlt  feitd  tbetn^ '  dnd'Jhall  frtty 

-unto  the  Lord  PovMrd  the  dty  which  -thou-  haft  'chojen^ 

'  Md  toward' ihe  bcufe  that  VWdvehtnlt'for  thy  namt: 

then  hear  thou  in  heaven  their  prayer  and  their  JuppH^ 

tation^  and  mamUtin  their  caufi.   i  Kiogs  viii.  44,  45. 

Therefore  let  Jerufalem  come  into  your  mind. 

Jerufalem.  is  to  be  built  again,  afl^  the  temple 
aUb  ;  and  is  to  be  ohce  more  the  rcfidehce  of  the 
Lord  of  hofts.  Cyrus  is  to  build  the 'city,  and  to 
found  the  temple  i  and  he  is  to  let  you  go  free,  ' 
*  not  for  price  nor  reward,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts  ty 
his  former  prophets.  f ' 

It  is  to  Jerufalem  that  the  promifcd  MefllaK.itf  to 
come  ',  into  that  city  he  is  to  ride,  having  falvation,  _ , ' 
meek  and  lowly,  riding  upon  an  afs,  and  upon*  a 
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colt,  the  fisle  of  an  afs— therefore  Ut  JerufdUm  amt 
into  your  mnJ. 

_  God  will  choofe  Jerufalem  agun,  and  take  xip 
his  abode  there>  and  ^well  there,  until  the  defifc 
gf  aH  nation^  Ihail  come.  It  is  in  that  city  diat  an 
end  is  to  be  made  of  fin,  and  reconciliation  for  ini- 
qoity,  everlafting  righteoufoefs  Ihall  be  brought 
in,  the  Mod  Holy  Ihall  be  anointed,  and  the  Mef^ 
li^  ihall  bo  cut  oflT,  but  not  for  himfelf*— there&ire 
^  /(f/  ^cn^alem  come  into  your  mind. 

But  again^  it  is  from  Jerufalem  that  falvation  is 
to  go  into  all  lands  :  the  law  (hall  go  forth  out  of 
Zbn,  and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerufalem. 
In  Bethlehcn)  our  hope  is  to  be  born,  in  the  land  of 
.  Zebulun  and  Naphtali  he  is  to  (hine,  to  Jerufalem 
he  is  to  come  having  falvadon,  in  the  fccond  temple 
'  he  /is  to  appear  in  perfon>  in  his  days  Jerufaleni  is 
to  dwell  in  fa(ety>  and  Ifrael  is  to  be  faved ;  asd 
tbis  is  the  name  whereby  b(  JbaU  he  called,  "ifbe  Lord 
our  Righteoujhefs^  Therefore  let  Jeriffakm  come  intQ 
your  mind. 

Remember  what  hath  been  done  there>  what  is 
promifcd  to  you  at  your  return  thither,  and  tbe 
wonderful  works  that  are  yet  to  be  accompliibcd  in 
that  city,  and  the  falvation  which  is  to  go  from 
thence,  even  tp  the  ends  of  the  earth*  Xhcre- 
fqfc  I  exhort  you  to  let  Jerufalem  come  into  your 
mind. 

Having  gone  briefly  through  the  hiftorical  and 
prophetical  part  of  my  text,  I  (hall  now  endeavour 

to 
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to  go  over  thdc!  heads  again^  and  to  compart  ibme 
things  in  their  cafe  wiib  ours,  and  to.  ofFer  you  what  I 
have  in  view  in  the  langu^e  of  the  Ne#  Tcftament. 
I  have  ihewn  you  that  this  long  and  tedious 
captivity  was  (otiic  hundreds  of  years  i)efore  pre- 
dided  by  Mofes,   Davids   and  Ifaiah  i   and  often 
mentioned^  efpecially  by  the  pfalmifl^  in  the  paft 
tenfej   which  was  to  ihew  that  it  had  long  (incc 
pafied  in  the  court  of  heaven>  and  therefore  was  as 
Hire  to  cotDc  upon  them  as  the  decree  c^  heaven  isr- 
fure :   and  fb  is  this  prefent  calamity  of  ouns  fore- - 
told  alfo*    jind  there  Jhall  be  a  time  rf  tnut^Juch'- 
as  never  was  Jtnce  there  was  a  fMioty  even  to  thai  . 
Jam^  time.    Dan.  xii.  u     ^he   New  Teftsimjint 
Ipeaks  the  farpe  language;  it  is  univerfa]jr^4  U*' 
ipoken  by  way,  of  threatening  to  ^  thofe  who^  pre- '  ^ 
kfi  the  name  of  Chrift.    And  I  gave  her  /pace  to 
repent  of  her  fernuation\    and  jhe:  repented  mtm 
(This  is  Jezebel,  or  the  whore  of  BabylQii.)    Be^ 
bold,  J  wiff  caft  berJn^  a  bed,  and  fbem'thafi^fpm^ 
mit  adultery  with  her  Mo  great  trituration;^  iMepei 
they  repent  of  their  deeds.     And  I  wUl  kiU  her  ebil" 
dren  with  deaths    and  all  the  churches  Jhali  know 
that  I  am  he  wbiih  Jearcbeth  the  reins umd  hearts: 
and  I  wiU^  give  unto  every  one  of  you  according  to 
your  works.  Rev*  ii^  ai — 25;     In  (his  paflage  a 
time  is  pfFered  to  Jezebel  to  repent  1  buc  to  no  efl 
fefl:.     She  repented  not,   nor  ever  con&fied  her', 
abominations  to  God,   but  perfiftcd  in  them  j    for 
which  (he  is  threatened  with  a  bed  of  langui(hmg 

B  4    ,  and 
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md  pining  ficknefi  and  there  (he  lies  now.  The 
kings  of  the  ^arth  who  efpoufe  her  cav^,  en* 
(;oun\ge  it^  fnd  profefs  it,  Chrxft  will  call  them 
iftfo  gfcattribultdonj  jexcqptrdiey  •repent  of  their 
6efdsi  and%U,fuch.a^go  over  to  her,  Or  bf tome 
h^r  coaiFcrts^  ihall  be  dcHmjtd  s  /  ^ill  kSl  ber 
MUrm  v>kh  deatk.  The  n^t  thing  mentioned,  is 
a  trial  upon  all  die  churches  i  and  in  this  Chrift 
willcMkc  htndelf  knqwn'as'the  omnifcknt  Gods 
ailAi  churckts  ftudl  kn&w  thai  I  am  be  wbUbJeitrih- 
etbtb^mnsmd  hearts  y  and  he  will  riWj^rd  both 
faint  and  hyp<S»cme»  md  I  wUl  give  io  every  ^'^' 
yw^ccflrding^  tojpur  tivks. 

}^ebi)<^112tdnezzar 'S  f#>na|phal  fi^ttuci  or  the  gtea^ 
image  pi;iftnted  to  him  in  his  dneans  and  B^^P^ 
'  interpicfatio'h  of  lit,  are  ireU  known.  At  each  enc) 
oftbU  image  a  heavy  trial  ^ills  upon  the  chorch  of 
Chrift^  The.  empire  which  began  in  Nknrod  ro(e 
to  iiie  beigbt  of  its  fplcndor  under  Nebuchidnezzkr^ 
pejumJbe  be^d  xf  gold.  And  wndcf^i*  golden 
l«d-,thq.  ftay^toal,  of  which  my  %ni  ipcifc|s>4J^- 
upon  th&  Jc)ys  i  anH  under  tbe  ten  toes  of  ibe  M^, 
wbi^b  are  'fart  of  iron  and  part  of  da^^  and  which 
are  expIaixKd  to  ^  be  ten  kings  \  under  th^fe  kings 
this  finiverfal  trial  be&ils  all  the  churches. 
. .  I^oreovcTp  froni  tl|H^me  that  this  trial  came  upon 
the  Jewa,;  tiQthe  expifetion  of  the  leign  of  the  goldea 
^d,  was  about  feventy  years  j  and  from  tfceb^inning 
o/  th^  next  fiery  trial  which  befalls  the  New  Teftar 
ineot  !:hurches>.to  tbf  tfeftruAicii  of  the  ^eat  wbore^ 
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tailed  MyJHcal  Bahylotiy  will  be  th«  iame  d^e.  Ac- 
cordmg  td  Ac  teaching  which  1  am  now  undei*, 
and  according  to  what  I  fee,  and  what  I  really  be* 
Jicve  J  yea,  I  hav€  not  a  doubt  but  that  whoever 
lives  to  fee  it,  aad  compare  the  one  with  the  other^ 
Will  find  this  to  be  true^ 

Furthermore,  the  former  trial  under  the  golden 
jttf^i  was  univerfal  i  Ji^emiab  was  ordamed  a  propbd 
pftbe  natkm.  He  was  to  give  the  cup  of  the  Lohl 
to  all  nations  <  For  thus  faith  the  Lord  God  ofljrad 
imto  me;  Take  the  ivine  cup  of  this  fury  at  my  band, 
iand  caufe  all  the  nations  to  whom  J  fend  thee  to  drink 
it.  And  they  Jhall  drinky  and  be  moved ^  and  be  mad, 
hcau/e  ofthefword  that  1  will  fend  among  them.  Jcr. 
j|c)Hr,..r5,  i6.  And  the  trial  which  befalls  the  nations, 
iljbd^f  the  ten  toes^  or  ten  kings,  Ihall  be  as  ui^ivcr- 
fal  as  that  was ;  for  it  fhall  reach  to  all  thofe  who 
fcavc  drank  of  the  wine  cup  of  the  whore's  fbrnica- 
tion.  Rev.  xvii.  4,  And  as  all  nations  have  heen^ 
drunk  with  the  wine  tf  her  fornication  (Rev.  xviii.  3), 
lb  all  thefe  nations  and  kings,  over  whom  that 
great  city  hath  reigned,  (hall  be  caft  into  great  tri* 
bulation ;  for  this  hour  of  temptation  fhall  cofpe  upon 
fill  the  world  to  try  them.  Rev.  iii.  10,  •  .;Sut  my 
bufinefs  lies  with  the  people  of  God,  and  therefore* 
I  fliall  bring  in  no  more  of  the  calamities  that  are 
Ihreatened  to  the  nationSrat  large,  than  what  ]$ ' 
peedful  to  help  me  in  the  things  I  have  in  view. 

The  trial  that  I  am  about  to  treat  of^  is  called  a 

•  •  • 

tem^t^tion  ^  ivhict^  word  doth  not  always  mean  the 

evil 
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cv|l  A^eftions  of  Satan>  or  the  enticements  and 
allurements  which  he  nukes  ufe  of  to  draw  people 
into  fin»  but  it  often  means  the  trials  that  God  brings 
his  people  into>  and  the  tefts  that  he  puts  them  to : 
find  the  Lord  did  tefi^  Ahrabam.  Abraham  loiglic 
have  fome  godly  jealoufies  and  fufpicionsof  his  ova 
heart,  whether  he'  did  not  indulge  tpo  inordinate  an ' 
afFcdionfor  tlus  long-looked-fbr  and  much  ex- 
pected heir  of  promife  \  and  therefore  Go(}  tempted 
and  tried  him>  not  to  evil,  nor  with  evil^  for  in 
this  fenfe  God  tempteth  no  man  i  every  man  that 
is  tempted  in  this  way>  is  drawn  away  of  ht«  own 
hid  and  enticed.  Nor  did  God  tempt  Abraham 
that  he  might  know  what  Abraham's  faith  and  heai^ 
waSj  for  God  could  not  be  ignorant  of  thefe  things  ; 
but  God  intended  tliat  Abraham  (hould  know  his 
own  integrity,  and  the-  power  of  that  grace  that 
God  had  put  into  him.  Moreover  it  is  called  a 
temptation  on  various  accounts. 

Firft,  becaufc  he  is  ordered  to  do  that  which  is 
contrary  to  reafon>  to  nature,  and  to  all  laws,  hu* 
man  and  divine,  and  that  was,  to  murder  his  own 
child,  without  any  crime  laid  to  his  charge,  or  with- 
out doiiig  any  thing  worthy  of  death  or  of  bonds. 

adly,  He  was  ordered  to  do  what  God  never  in- 
tended he  ihould  do  \  and  this  taught  Abraham  this 
IcflTon,  that  God  accepts  the  will  for  the  deed— 
If  there  be  firft  a  wiiling  viind^  it  is  accepted  i,  and 
C^d  received  Ifaac  in  a  figure^  or  as  figurative  of  a 
bctier  facrificc, 
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jdly.  This  teuiptad^  tried  Abnham  forely  in 
this :  it  was  in  Abrahams  and  in  his  leedj  that  the 
nations  of  the  eartb  were  to  be  blefled;  in  liaac 
the  covenant  was  to  be  eftat^lhed>  and  the  (bed  of 
liaac  was  to  be  as  innumerable  as  the  ftars  of  hea* 

ven.    But  how  was  this  to  come  about  if  liaac  waa 

•  •  « 

to  be  no  njorc  ?     I'berefore  fprang  there  even  of  eitiit 

and  bim  as  good  as  dead^  Jo  m^ny  as  the  ftars  of  the 

Jiff  in  multitude ^  and  as  thcjand  ^hich  is  by  tbejea^ 

fiore  innumerable.  IJcb.  xi.  ja, 

.,  And)  laftlV)  this  trial  was  to  let  Abraham  know 

the  power  of  grace  in  his  own  heart  i  for  Abraham 

obeyed)  and  went  at  God's  command)  and  was  de« 

iermined  to  (lay  his  fon^  rather  than  keep  him  as  a 

rival  tP  God.    This  proved  to  Abraham  that  grace 

reigned)  and  that  God  was  fupreme  in  his  afieci- 

tions:  hence  the  great  encomiums ;  By  wyjelf  bofot 

Ijwmiyjaitb  the  Lord^  becaufe  thou  haft  done  this 

things  and  not  udtbheld  thy  Jon,  thine  only  Jon,  that 

in  bleffing  I  will ,  bkjs  thee,  and  in  multiplying  I  wiU 

.multiply  thee :  and  in  tbyJeedJbaU  aU  the  nations  of  the 

earth  be  blejfed:  becaufe  thou  baft  obeyed  my  voice. 

Gen.  xxii.  Now  this  is  called  a  temptadon. 

Again.  The  very  heavy  trial  of  the  children  of 
Ifrael  in  Egypt  is  called  the  (ame.  ^  Moles  and 
Aaron  gather  the  elders  of  Ifrael  together)  and  in- 
form them  of  the  appearance  of  God  to  them)  and ' 
of  their  being  fent  to  deliver  them  from  their  yoke 
'  of  bondage:  but)  inftead  of  a  fpeedy  deliverance)  as 
they  expefted)  a  yoke  ten  times  heavier  comes  on 

them* 


Acm.  Tafk-maftcrsr  ait  ^pointed  ovti^  Atm\  a 
'  dcmble  ttile  of  brfck^  is  demanded,  lio  ftraw  h  al- 
lowed,  and  die  bid'  riien;  are  beaten,  bceiufe  thcjr 
cannot  perform  impofflMli'&s.  "^Thii  emWttcrs 
their  fouls,  iiifomtlth  chat  the j^  tebei  agiiift  Mdfes 
and  Aaron,  jind  thi^  mA  MofeS  a^d  Aar<my  who 
fio6d  in  thiif  \xidyi •  as"^  iamejqrtb  frM  flU^ioh j 
and  thQjaii  ufiirt&tiAt  'h)€^ijrd1bQtipi  and 

judge:  htauji yait^ieoe  ma^  owrjafooitt  to  be  aiborred 
iH  the  eyes  of  Pbaraob\  hrfd  jH  the  ejes  of  bis  Jtrvants^^ 
to  put  a /word  in  their  llaHds  to  flay  us.    £jc6d.  y» 

ao,  ar.;  .      >  -  <:  - 

■  The  fiery  trhl  it  the  Red  Sei/'afiJ!  fee'f6il6whig 
one,  of  going  three  days  tri  (he  vvSdern'ei^  without 
water;  and  that  6r  ^^  «rant  of  fbdd  dll  the  tnanna 
fell;  the  judgments  tnat  befell  tdic  rcbtlKoifc,  whrch 
'at  times  endangered'  the  lives  of  tirfe  Whole  inuki- 
tude,  and  the  terrible  majefty  if 'G6d*  at  the  giving 
of  the  law,  which  was  fuch '  as'  none  bcfote*  ever 
heard  and  law,  and  yet  lived  j  are  all  calltd  tempta- 
tions.  •  Hath  God  ever  ^ffayed  to  go  md  take  him  a 
vation^ftjom  the  midji  of  another  nation^  by  temptatims^  " 
hyfignsy  and  by  wonders j  and' by  war,  and  by  a  tnigbty 
bandy  and  by  a  Jlr etched  out  arn%,  md  by  great  terror s, 
according  to  all  that  the  Lord  your  Cod  did  before  your 
iryes  ?  Deut.  iv.  34. 

Moreover,  tliefe  temptations  fell  upon  Pharaoh 
and  upon  all  the  Egyptians  j  for  Mofes  was  con- 
fronted by  the  magicians^  Every  time  Pharaoh  and 
Jiis  fervants  hcAxkcncd  to  Mofcs,    and  fobmitted 

themfelvcs, 
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tbcmfeivcsj  there  was  rcfpitt ;  and  ^vciy  time  thrji* 
hearkened  to  ^e  magicians>  and  rebelled^  ttien  th^ 
judgnftejots  came  on.  When  God  fent  hail  and  fire 
to  deftroy  all  that  were  in  the  field,  both  man  zod 
beaftj  all  the  Egyptians  that  feared  the  Lord  tpok 
iheir  catdc  and  lervants  hpme>  and  iaved  them;  i>ut 
thofe  who  abode  by  the  magicians,  and  feared  noc 
God,  left  them  in  the  field,  and  they  all  perilhed. 

Evil  angels  alfo  were  Jent  ammig  them\  tfeefc,  fayj.- 
the  magicians,  influenced  and  pufhed  on  Pharaok 
zxA  hb  people,  till  Egypt  was  deftroyed,  the  firft-^ 
bom  flaii^  and  Pharaoh  and  allhis  hoft  drowned  i{> 
the  Red  Sea.  •  All  thefe  were^temptations  upon  the 
£gyptian^i^  they  rebelled  againft  God,  sind  GikI 
gave  chem  up  to  believe  lies,  that  they  might  jufily 
be  damned,,  for  (hutting  their  eyes  againft  all  the 
difplays  of  his  almighty  .power,  and  for  rebelKng 
againfl:  the  word  and  cbunfel  of  the  Moft  Higk.  ^ 
All  thefe  ^re  called  temptations.     Tebavtjeei^^ 
that  the  Lord  did  before  your  eyes  in  the  land  of  Egypt^    • 
nnto  Pbariph^  and  unto  dl  his  Jerv ants ^  and  unto  all 
»  his  land,    thereat  temptations  which  thine  eyes  havi 
Jkn^  thefiffis  and  thofe  ^eat  miracles.  Dcut.  xm.  aj» 

The  ful^c^t  no^  in  hand  was  fimilar  to  thisi»« 
The  firft  command  is  given  to  God's  own  profeil^ 
mg  people,  which  is,  that  the  king  of  Babylon  (f^s 
God)  is  my  fervant ;  and  every  IfracFite  that  falk 
away  to  the  Chaldeans  (hall  live,  and  have  his  life 
for  a  prey,  and  they  Ihall  go  forth  into  captivity  for  . 
their  gpod>  and  God  promifed  he  would  be  a  little 

fanftuary. 


»- 


(    30    ) 

ianfhiary  to  them.    The  next  command  is  to  aB 

nations  i  and  this  command  Was  to  be  fcnt  to  a9 

foreign  princes  by  their  fervantSy  the  ambai&dors 

thtt  came  to  die  court  at  Jenifalcm.    Tbm  faith  the 

Lord  io  me.  Make  thee  bonds  an^  yokes,  mtdpta  tbem 

pfon  tby  neck,  andj/md  them  lo  the  kmg  of  BJorn,  and 

to^the  kmg  of  Moat,  and  to  the  king  of  the  Ammonites^ 

and  to  the  king  of  Tyrus,  and  to  the  king  of  Zidon,  by 

the  hand  of  the  meffengers  which  come  to  Jertifaiem, 

unto  Zedekfah  king  of  Jttdah*    And  command  them  to 

ifay  to  their  mafters.  Thus  faith  the  Lord  of  hefts,  the 

Godof  Ifrael,  thus  fhaUyeftrf  toyqwr  nu^s,  I  have 

made  the  earth,  the  than  and  bea/i  that  are  upon  the 

grmmd,  by  my  great  power,  and  by  my  out^ftretcbed 

arm^  and  I  have  given  it  to  whom  itfeemed  meet  unto 

jne.   And  pow  I  have  given  all  thef elands  into  thf  hated 

^  Nebuchadnezxar  the  king  of  Babylon,  wy  feroanti 

and  the  bec^  of  the  field  have  I  given  him  alfo  toferve 

hinh    And  aU  nations  JhaUferve  him^  and  his  f on,  and 

UsfinCsJon,  until  the  very  time  of  his  land  come\  and 

then  many  nations  and  great  kingdoms  Jball  ferve  them^ 

felves  of  him.    And  it  Jball  come  to  pafsy  that  the  na^ 

ttm  and  kingdom  that  will  not  ferve  the  fame  Nebuchad^ 

■  nezzar  the  king  of  Babylon,  and  that  will  not  put  their 

neck  under  the  yoke  of  the  king  (f  Babylon,  that  nation 

will  I  pumjb,faith  the  Lord,  with  thefword,  and  with 

^  finnine,  and  with  the  peftilence,  until  I  have  confumed 

them  by  his  hand.  Jcr.  xxvii.  2—8. 

This  is  the  command  of  Qqd  by  his  fcrvant  Jere- 
miahj  whom  he  had  ordained  a  prophet  to  the  na- 
tions : 
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tions:  and  fuch  rimes  of  trouble  are  God's  cempta-* 
tions,  trials,  and  tbuchftones,  by  Which  he  puts  men  • 
to  the  teft  i  and  that  which  makes  it  fo  is,  the  devil ' 
flirring  up  rebellious  linners  tocountcradt  and  to  try  to 
refill  tlW  will  of  God^  and  lead  men  to  rebel  againft* 
It.  T^  was  the  cafe  in  Egypt;  Mofes  and  Aaron* 
are  fent  to  declare  the  will  of  God,  and  Satan  fenC 
Jannes  and  Jambres  to  oppoft  them :  and  though 
the  magicians .  and  their  felly  were  manifefted,  and 
thef '^ere  oblig54  to  acknowledge  the  finger  ofGgd; 
and  irifhough  they  c^uld  njfcftand  before  Mofes,  for 
%thi  ftkgue,^ the  toil  was'upo^fbe  magicians,  yet  they' 
pulbcd'Phamoh  on,  tiff/ {'faith , God)  made  the  na-^ 
ticmfl/k' ^^ at  the/bjtX^ rf his f ally  when  I caft  blm' 
down  'to  bell.  EzejcJWxi-  i^- " 

In  JerufalemVfiiil  the  devil  adted  the  fame  part. 
Jerehuah  declares  the  will  of  God  to  the  children  of 
Judah,  that  thef  3$ould  fcrve  the  king  of  Babylon 
feventy  years ;  mtoy  felfe  prophets  rife  up  againft 
hig),  and  Hananlah  at  the  head  of  them ;  and  the 
prieflsy  and  the  prcphetSy  and  all  the  people,  took  him, 
facing,  Hkou  jhalt  Jurely  die.    Why  hajl  thou  prophejied 
in  the  name  of  the  Tjord^  f^i^g%  51&/J  houfeJhaU  be  like  - 
Shiloby  and  this  city  fball  be  dejolate  witbhut  inhabit^ 
ants  ?  And  all  the  people  were  gathered  together  againfi 
Jeremiah  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord.  Ch.  xxxvl   What- 
ever God  faid  by  his  prophet,  thefe  falfe  prophets" 
contradidlcd.     Jeremiah  propheficd  that  the  fwprcl 
of  the  king  of  Babylon  and, the  famine  Ihall  cb'mej* 
the  falfe  prophets  declared.   Ye  jhall  not  fee  fivordy- 
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fiebler  Jbai ye  bav^ /amines  but  IwiUghiyofi  iffured 
peace  in  this  places  but^  fays  God,  by  Jwsrd  and  fa^ 
mine  JbaU  tho/e  prophets  be  ctmfumed.  Jeremiah  af* 
iures  them  of  a  feventy  years  captivity ;  Hananiah, 
iAer  fome  of  them  Wenc  forth,  promifes  thtir  fafe 
return  within  two  years:  and  thefe  prop&ts  led 
the  people  to  tnift  in  a  lie;  and  by  fuch  falfe  pro^ 
phets  they  were  enpouraged  to  endure  the  terrible 
ficgc,  and  to  defend  themfclves  to  the  laft  extremity : 
and  though  they  had  feen  the  threatened  deftruftioH 
of  Hananiah,  yet  they  went  on ;  and  aU  this  time 
t^ey  fough(  againft  God  himfelfj  till  by  fword,  fa- 
xnine,  and  peftilence,  they  and  their  falfe  prophets  all 
perifbed  together,  • 

Thofe  who  at  firft  obeyed  the  voice  of  the  Lord« 
and  fell  away  to  the  Chaldeans,  and  were  gone  to 
Babylon,  iffiet  with  the  prooufed '  bleifing  of  God'a 
being«wtth  them  there ;  and  found  that  Ezekicl  was 
raifed  up  of  Qod  to  teach  and  inilrud  them  in  Ba« 
bylon :  yet  the  devil  had  not  done  with  tbern,  for 
he  raifed  up  fome  pf  his  own  tools  to  withfland  that 
prophet,  and  thefe  had  fcduced  not  a  few. '  For  thus 
faith  the  Lord  of  bojis^  the  God  of  Ifrad^  Let  not  your 
prdpbets  and  your  diviners  jtbat  be  in  the  midji  of  you^ 
deceive  youy  neither  hearken  to  your  dreams  which  ye 
caufe  to  be  breamed.  For  they  frophfyfalfely  unto  you 
in  wy  name}  I  have  notfent  tbemy  faith  the  Lord.  For ' 
thus  faith  the  Lordy  That  after  feventy  years  be  accom-* 
plijhed  in  Babylon^  1  will  vifit  you^  and  perform  my 
good  word  toioardf  you^  in  caujing  vou  to  return  to  this 
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place*  Fcr  my  thoughts  toward  you  are  thoughts  of 
peace ^  and  not  of  evily  to  give  you  an  expelled  p^.  Then 
Jhallye  call  upon  me^  andyejballgo  and  pray  unto  me^ 
and  I  will  hearken  unto  you.  Becaufe  ye  bavefaid^  !rbe 
Lord  hath  raifed  us  up  prophets  in  Babylon.  Jcr.  xxix. 
8— II. 

The  work  of  thcfc  wicked  men  in  Babylon  was, 
to  blame  thofe  who  had  fell  away  co  the  Chaldeans, 
and  who  had  fubmitted  themfHvcs  to  the  yoke  of 
this  captivity;  and  they  like^vife  wrote  into  Jewry, 
to  encourage  them  who  maintained  the  fiege  in  Jc- 
rufalcm;  to  whom  God  by  his  prophet  replies, 
Xnw)  that  thus  faith  the  Lord  of  the  king  that  ftttetb 
upon  the  throne  of  David,  and  of  all  the  people  that 
dwell  in  this  city,  and  of  your  brethren  that  are  not 
gone  forth  with  you 'into  captivity  \  thus  faith  the  Lord 
ofhojlsi  Behold i  I  wUl  fend  upon  ihem  tbefword,  the 
famne,  and  the  peftiUnce^  and  will  make  them  like  vUt 
figs,  that  cannot  be  eaten,  they  arejb  &viL  Aid  I  wUl 
perfecute  them  with  the  f word ^  and  with  fcnmne,  and 
with  peftilencti  and  will  deliver  them  to  be  removed 
into  all  the  kingdoms  ofibe  earth,  to  be  a  ciafe,  andM 
aftomjhment,  and  an  hifing,  and  a  reproach  among  all 
the  nations  whither  J  have  driven  them :  iecanfii  tbap 
.have  not  hearkened  to  my  words,  faith  the  Lord;  wbicb 
If&it  unto  them  by  myfervants  the  prophets.  Jen  xxix. 
16-19. 

Of  thefe  defperate  rebellious  wretches  there  wen; 
three  raifed  up  by  the  devil  in  Babylon,  who  ap- 
peared  at  the  head  of  all  the  reft,  namely,  Shemuah, 
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'  Zedekiah,  and  Ahab,  The  Brft  of  thcie  writes  a 
letter  to  all  that  dwelt  in  Jcrufalem,  and  to  the  pricft, 
againft  Jeremiah  the  prophet,  in  the  following  man- 
ner :  To  Zfphaniab  the/on  of  Maajeiab  the  priefi^  4nd 
io  all  the  priejis^  J^yil^gy  The  Lffrd  bath  made  tbee 
prieft  in  tbeftead  of  Jeboiada  the  prieji,  thai  ye  Jbouid 
be  officers  in  the  boufe  of  the  Lord,  for  every  man  that  is 
fnad,  and  maketh  bimjelf  a  prophet,  that  thou  fhouldefi 
put  him  in  prifon,  and  in  the  flocks :  now  therefore^ 
why  baft  thou  not  reproved  Jeremiah  ofAnatboth,  which 
maketh  bitnfelf  a  prophet  to  you  ?  for  therefore  be  Jent 
unto  us  in  Babylon,  faying.  This  captivity  is  long,  buiU 
ye  boufes  and  dwell  in  them,  and  plant  gardens,  and  eai 
the  fruit  of  them,  &c.  &c.  Jen  xxix. 

To  'thefe  three  men  God  orders  his  prophet  to 
fend  the  following  mcflage :  therefore,  thus  faitb  the 
Lord,  Behold,  1  will  punijh  Shemaiah  the  Nebelamiie 
and  bis  feed:  be  fball  not  bcfiH  a  man  to  dwell  among 
this  people,  neither  fball  be  bebold-^be  good  that  1  will 
'  do  for  my  people,  faitb  the  Lord,  betaufe  be  hash  taught 
'rebellion  againft  the  Lord.  And  to  the  other  two 
ialfe  prophets  God  fent  the  following  awful  feo- 
tcncc :  Thus  faith  the  Lord  rf  bofts,  the  God  cfjfrael, 
of  Mob  the  Jon  ofKolaiab,  and  of  Zedekiah  thefon  of 
Mat$faiab,  which  prophefy  a  lie  unto  yqu  in  my  name, 
behold,  I  will  deliver  them  into  the  hand  ofNebuebad^ 
nezzar  king  of  Babylon,  and  be  fball  flay  them  before 
your  eyes,  jlrid  of  them  fball  be  taken  up  a  curje  by  aB 
the  captivity  of  Judah,  which  are  in  Balylon,  faying^ 
"the  Lord  make  thee  like  Zedekiah,  and  like  Ahab,  whom 
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iie  king  qfBafylm  roafted  in  the  fire  i  hecaufe  they  have 
committed  viUahrf  in  Jfrael^  and  bave  ccmmitted  aduU 
tery  mtb  their  neigbhmrs  wives ,  and  bave^oken  lyings 
wards  in  m^  name,  which  I  have  not  commanded ,  evefk. 
I  know  and  am  witnefsyjaitb  the  Lord.  Jcr.  xxix.  a  i  — ^* 
aj.  Thefe  were  falfe  prophets  among  Gocfs, 
own  profelEng'  people,  whofe  whole  work  was  w 
deftro]r  the  unwary,  feduce  die  weak,  arid  encourage- 
rtbellion  againft  die  Lord. 

,  And  now>  if  we  kK>k  into  die  heathen  hatibnS^ 
which  God  had  ordered  to  fubmit  to  the  yoke  of 
die  king  of  Babyloni   upon  thefe  condittdnsj  that 
thofe  who  obeyed  hiB  voice  fhould^njoy  their  lands>^ 
and  thofe  who  did  not  (bould  be  puHoibd'b^  the 
fword^  famine,  and  peftilence,  till  they  were  con-" 
Aimed  by  his  hand  r  and  among  them  we  fhall  fincf ' 
another  fort  of  rabble  raifed  up  by  the  devil  to'^feek^ 
their  ruin.   Hence  the  caution  that  God  fends  thenf, 
to  gliard  them  againft  their  hour'- of  tertptatfon  r 
therefore  hearken  not  to  your  prophets ,  nor  ioyottr  dW 
Oiners^  nor  to  your  dreamer's ,  nor  to  your  enchanters /nor'' 
to  your  forcer ers,  which  Jpeak  untoyou,  fayingi  Te'fijtdt* 
notferve  the  king  of  Babykn  \  for  they  prophefyia  lie  unto ' 
yous  io  remise  you  far  from  your  land,  an^tbaij fimld , 
drive  you  out,  andyejhould  perijh.  •  But  the  nations  that^ 
iring  their  neck  under  the  yoke  of  the  king  if  Bdbylon,  and ' 
farye  him,  thofe  will  I  let  remain  Jlill  in  their  own  land/ 
Jmth  the  Lord,  and  they  fhall  till  it,  and  dwell  therein. 
J<tf*/xxvii.  9—1 1.    And  now  wc  will  come  nighcr 
horde.  ... 
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The  feripturn  threaten  bs  with  ^  fckist  of  trouble 
a$  ivell  ts  the7 ;  tnd  this  trfing  time  is  hoc  onljr 
ibrecokl,  but  it  i§  felc  zt  thi<t  preftnt  hour  bjr  many  r 
jM at  that  Hmt/bfBdl  lidkhaelftoiul  upjtit  fffi^ 
Vfbifb  ftrndetb  for  tbt  children  of  thy  fnopb^  md  there 
fif^a  h  a  time  9f  trouhUiJuch  as  nmxr  xvasjbice  there 
W#i  SMttotteven  ta  that  Jame  tim$:    md  at  that 
time  thy  pecpU  Jball  be  tkUvertdt   every  mte  that 
/bail  be  found  written  in  tbelbook^  Dan^  xii.  u    Tekc 
nodct   here  of  tht  &ru\gent&  of  this   dme  of 
troubl^-^it  is  fueh  as  nercr  was  lihat  there  hatfir 
beet)  %  nation  upon  the  earth :  uoe  will  dl  the  aonals 
of  time  fiiniiih  us  with  an  account  of  fucb  a  time 
as  the  prefent  tkne.    But  in  this  time  of  troublcr— 
tilt  Priace  of  Peaee  fliatt  :ftan^  up— aodlhaV  up^ 
tjCZT  m  the  behalf  of  his  pe<^>.  who  is  their  me- 
diator and  deliverer>  and  he  wifi  difplay  his  power 
in  behalf  cff  his  own  ele&.    Thy  people  fi>di  be  deH-- 
fitvr^i/— *Daniel>  people  are  the  people  of  Ood> 
whether  Jews  or  Gendksy  as  it  follows^  tbeyJbaU 
h  delivered^  every  on$  tbaijhall  be  found  written  in  the 
book;  chat  is,  every  one  whofe  name  is  found  wiie« 
ten  in  the  boolc  of  life» 

Again^  Thb  time  of  trouble  is  alluded  to  io  the 
Revelation  by  John  ^  Becau/i  thou  bafi  hpt  the  ward 
of  my  fatiencei  J  al/b  will  hep  tiee  from  the  hour,  of 
ton^tation^  which  Jhall  come  upon  all  the  worlds  to  try 
them  that  dwell  upon  the  earth.  Rev.  iiu  i«»«— DanielV 
time  of  trouble  is  her^  called  an  hour  of  tempta- 
tion; and  as  the  ele£V  are  to  be  detivqrd  by  Mi«> 
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chael^  liott  Chrift  ftys^  /  wll  hip  thm  ffroip  being 
fakeq  a^4^  drftroyed)  in  this  bwr  rf  temffH^fiim^ 
even  tbolt  that  keep  the  word  of  my  patience. 
Once  more.    Be  waubfid^  md  firenphiu  the  tUnff 
vohich  remainy  that  art  ready  to  die  \  for  I  haoe  mot 
found  thy  works  perfeS  before  God.    Renumber  tbere^ 
fore  bow  thm  haft  received  and  beards  md  bold  fafi 
and  repent.   If  therefore  thou  Jbah  not  wateb^  I  wHl 
fome  on  thee  as  a  thief ^  and  thou  Jhak  not  hww  ^vbat 
J)our  I  ^iU  come  ufon  thee.    Rer.  iii.  2^  J.    lioth 
thefe  pa£&ges  of  fcripture  mean  one  and  the  iame 
time  of  troublet  called  an  hour:  tbofe  that  keep 
the  word  of  his  patience,  he  will  keep  -from  this 
hour  >of  temptation ;  but  thofc  that  do  not  repent> 
zn^  remember  how  they  have  received  and  heard^ 
thofe  that  do  not  hold  fafl^  nor  watdi»  he  wi(l  come 
on  them  as  a  thier,  and  they  ihall  be  fo  much  taken 
up  with  other  things,  that  they  Ihall  not  know  what 
Jiour  he  will  come  upon  them ;  and  this  is  ezafUy 
jthe  cafe  with  tboufands  in  our  day.    But  it  may 
1)e  obyeded,  the  church  that  is  exhorted  to  watch- 
fulnefs  is  the  church  of  Sardi^,  but  that  which  is 
to  be  kept  from  the  hour  of  temptation  is  the  church 
of  Philadelphia.    To  which  I  anfwcr,  the  interval 
U  not  long  bety^een  the  fetting  and  rifing  of  the  fus. 
The  ihadows    of  the    even.ng  have    been  long 
firetched   Ofox  over  us,    and  we  are  got  far  into 
ipight  and  into  darknefs;  but  there  is  a  gk>rious  day 
before  us,  and  what  is  faid  to  us  in  the  nightj.vi*  * 
hratjes  in  their  ears  who  are  to  rife  in  the  dawn  of 
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the  folloM/tng  morning;  the  feed,  or  the  young 
daughter  of  the  prefcnt  churchy  will  be  the  modier 
of  the  next.  The  darkeft  hour  that  this  church  wiH 
come  to,  will  be  that  in  which  the  wimeiib  will  be 
flain ;  then  this  prefent  dark  ftate  of  the  church 
pafles  away,  and  the  brighter  fucceeds.  But  many 
of  the  iame  wimefles,  which  will  be  figuratively 
'  flain  in  that  night,  wiU,  after  three  days  and  a  hal^ 
rife  again,  in  the  morning  of  the  next  church  ftate» 
and  go  on  with  their  uHial  work  as  foon  as  the  Holy 
-Spirit  raifes  thetn  up  again.  (Read  Rev.  xi.7 — 1 1.) 
But  to  proceed  with  the  parallel* 

*  What  was  God's  declaration  to  the  heathen  na- 
tions ?  Wtiy,  it  was  this :  I  have  made  the  earth 

^by  my  power,  and  1  have  given  it  to  whom  k 

'  icemed  meet  to  me  to  gi v*  it  i  and  I  have  given  all 

thefe  nadons  into  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Babylon 

*  my  fervant,  to  ferve  him,  and  they  (hall  ierve  him 
and  his  fon,  and  his  fon's  fon  s  and  I  have  given  him 
the  beafts  of  the  field  alfo:  and  the  nations  diat 
ferve  him  (hall  (land,  and  they  that  do  not  (hall  be 
deftroycd  by  bis-hand.  This  dme  of  trial  was  a 
lively  type  of  ours. 

And  what  was  God*s  command  to  his  own  pro- 
frfllng  people  ?  Why  this :  he  that  fidls  away  to  the 
Chaldeans  (hall  have  his  life  for  a  prey,  and  I  will 
fct  mine  eyes  and  my  heart  upon  him  for  good, 
and  he  (hall  live  and  return  again  j  but  them  thi§ 
will  not  put  their  necks  under  the  ypke  of  the  king 
of  Babyloli,  they  (ball  b?  purfued  by  the  fword,  by 
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famincj  and  by  pcftilence ;  they  (hall  be  for  an  ado* 
ni(hment.  a  hifling,  and  a  curfe. 

And  now,  what  is  the  declarative  will  of  God  to 
us,  upon  whom  this  fecond  trying  hour  is  come? 
Juft  the  fame  as  it  was  to  them.  By  me  kings  reign^ 
and  princes  decree  jufiice.  By  me  princes  rule  and  miles ^ 
even  all  the  judges  of  the  earth.  Provr.  viii.  15,  16.- 
This  is  the  revealed  will  of  God  to  us,  that  there 
is  not  a  king  that  reigns,  a  prince,  noble,  or  judge, 
that  rules  in  all  the  earth,  as  civil  magiftrates,  but . 
what  reign  and  rule  by  him. 

And  what  is  his  command,  his  watchword,  and. 
his  warning,  to  us  ?   Juft  the  fame  as  it  was  to  the 
Jews  of  old.    Let  every  Joul  befubjeSunto  the  higher 
powers ;  for  there  is  no  power  but  of  God:  the  powers 
that  be  are  ordained  of  God.     fVhofoever  therefore  r^-, 
f^eth  the  power y  rejtfleth  the  ordinance  <f  Go^:  and 
they  that  ref\fi  Jhall  receive  to  themfehes  damnation. . 
Rom*  xiii.  i,  2.    This  warning  to  us  under  the 
preient  time  of  trial  (by  Paul),  is  cxaftly  the  fame 
as  that  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah*    AH  nations,  fays 
Godj  (ball  ierve  the  king  of  Babylon ;   let  every 
foul  be  fubjeft*to  the  higher  powers.     I  have  given 
all  thefe  nations  into  the  hand  of  my  fervant  the 
king  of  Babylon :  the  powers  that  be  are  ordained 
of  God.    He  that  did  not  fubmit  his  neck  to  the 
yoke  of  the  king  of  Babylon,  adhered  to  a  lie,  and 
was  feduced  and  ruined  as  a  rebel  againft  God :  he 
that  refifteth  the  power,,  refifteth  the  ordinance  of 
God.     1  he  rebels  were  delivered  up  of  God  to  ie 

C  4  a  reproach 


. 


1 


(     40     ) 

a  riproa^b  and  a  freverh^  a  UuM  md  a  curfry  in  all 

places  wbitbcr  God  drm}t  them.   Jer.  xxiv.  ^    Yea^ 

ikys  Gody'  I  will  make  this  city  a  aarja  to  all  the  na^ 

ticns  of  the  earth.  Jer.  xx  vi.  6.     Theic  rebels  were 

curfed  according  to  the  law ;   and  iboje  that  refi^ 

JbaU  receive  to  tbetnfehcs  damnation  according  to  the 

gofpeI«    Thoie  due  obeyed  the  Lord's  voice  bf 

the  propheCy  livedo  and  he  promiled  them,  iaytng. 

Surely  I  will  caufe  the  enemy  U>  entreat  thee  well  in  thg 

day  (f  ewl:  and  his  word  and  promife  to  us  1% 

rulers  are  not  a  terror  to  good  works^  but  to  evil:  dk 

that  which  is  good,  and  thou  Jhalt  have  ffaife  of  tbc 

fame.    For  be  is  the  minijler  of  God  to  thai  fir  geatL 

Ronu  ziil  3>  4* 

But  that  which  made  it  a  fore  trial  in  the  (hjs  of 
old  was,  the  curfed  work  of  tjfe  minifiers  of  Safan^, 
The  magicians  pufiied  Pharaoh  and  all  hb  hoft  to 
deftruftion.  Among  the  nations,  .  dreamers,  di« 
viners,  and  enchanters,  drove  many  of  them  upoa^ 
die  thick  bofies  of  God's  buckler.  And  aipoog 
the  Jews  lying  prophets  brought  thoufands  tb  pe^ 
rifli  by  fword  and  famine,  who  were  cut  oiF  with  a 
lie  in  their  right  hand^  in  the  very  aA  of  rebellion, 
and  under  the  airfc  of  God;  and  fo  it  is  now. 
Among  the  nations  there  is  that  fclf-deifier,  that  to* 
chanter,  that  hath  bewitched  and  deftroyed  thou- 
fands ;  I  mean  Tom  Paine ;  who  not  only  oppoies 
the  fervants  of  the  Lord,  as  the  falfe  prophets  did 
in  the  days  of  old,  but  ridicules  and  blafphemes 
both  God  and  the   Bible,     No  wonder   thai  he 
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ndicuks  the  pchmrs  on  earth,  wbm  be  bath  Jet  bis 
mouth  agaitf/t  ibe  heavens,  and  bit  tongue  walks  tbrougb 
the  eartb.  Pfahn  {xxiii.  9.  And  this  monfter  in  hu^ 
man  (h«p^  hach  not  ^  few  profelytes  b  his  bonds 
of  iniquity  t  and  thole  who  die  holden  in  thefe  cords 
of  their  fihSy  fiiaU  receive  to  tbemfelves  damnation^ 
fiiith  our  great  apoftle.  Wherefore  ye  mufi  needs  be 
Juhje£t^  not  only  fnt  wrath »  kut  alfo  for  cortfcience foke^ 
Rom.  xiii.  5.  Ye  muft  needs  be  fubje£t,  not  only 
through  fear  of  wrath,  but  ye  mud  be  fubjeA  t6 
tho&  civil  powers  that  are  of  God,  or  yon  cannot 
keep^  a  cwfcience  void  of  offence  toward  God*  Tom 
P^ine  was  aware  of  this,  and  therefore  was  under  the 
neceffity  of  ridiculing,  blafpheming,  and  exploding 
the  Biblej  and  all  the  light  of  divine  revelation,  in 
order  to  make  rpom  for  the  Age  of  Reafon,  or  for 
the  age  in  which  deified  reafbn  is  exalted.  How-r 
ever,  this  is  not  anew  god,  or  a  god  newly  come 
up;  thi^  high  thing,  this  vain  imagination,  was 
brought  forth,  and  fet  in  oppofuion  to  the  King  of 
Jacob  in  Ifaiah's  days,  ifa,  xli.  ai.  This  fame  god 
was  brought  forth  ^  by  Ze(^kiah  and  Ahab,  whom 
the  king  of  ifabylon  roafted  in  the  fire.** 

Thus  the  nations  now  are  Cumiihed  with  an  en- 
chanter, as  in  the  days  of  <dd.  And  if  we  come 
nearer  home,  we  fhall  find  falfe  prophets  among  us, 
as  the  Jews  had  among  them.' 
'  Mr.  Brothers  has  told  us  what  he  is,  and  what 
he  was  appointed  to  do ;  what  calamities  were  cbm-> 
mg  upon  usj  and,  like  Bar  Co- cab,  the  falfc  mcffiah^ 

he 
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'  he  vris  ^oing  to  take  both  Jew^^  and  as  many  Gen- 
tiles as  pleafed  to  follow  hini>  to  the  Holy  Land 
Great  numbers 'were  af&mbltng,  others  letting  th^ 
biifinefs,  or  retiring  from  it,  getting  their  pro- 
perty together,  to  be  ready  at  an  hour's  warning  j 
and  fome  have  been^  in  their  own  imaginations,  as 
far  as  the  ifland  of  Cyprus  j  but  though^  they  have 
been  often  thus  abfent  from  us  m  fpirir,  ytt  their 
bodies,  or  their  fepulchres,  are  with  us  to  this  day. 
Not  -a  few  hypocrites  had  their  beards  (horn,  and 
ibcir  heels  made  bare^  by  this  artificer.  Jer.  xiii.  aa. 

After  this  buftle  of  Bar  Co-cab  was  a  little  abat- 

* 

ed,  the  devil  raifed  up  another,  a  mere  boy ;  this 
leems  to  have  been  one  that  was  a  lunatic  from 
the  cradle,  for  a  ftrange  fpirit  hath  often  tsdcen  him* 
This  Thudas  came  forth  to  perform  greater  diings 
than  thofe  of  Judas  of  Galilee  in  the  days  of  the 
taxing ;  he  was  to  convert  the  Jews  before  there  is 
the  leaft  appearance  or  fign  of  the  fulnefi  of  the 
Gentiles  coming  in.  But  did  any  of  the  rulers  or 
the  Pharifees,  among  the  Jews,  believe  on  either 
of  thefe  men  ?  No  \  they  fu^eded  the  cheat,  they 
had  been  too  often  bit  by  the  devil  before,  and 
therefore  proceeded  with  caution.  However,  many 
of  the  Genciles  received  them,  as  they  came  in  their 
own  name  (for  they  never  favoured  of  any  other)> 
efpecially  the  latter ;  for  he  was  a  very  young  man> 
his  word  wJEis  attended  with  great  power  among 
the  ladies.  A  licde.  like  a  former  exhibition  in  Shi- 
k>h,   when  four. hundred  Benjamites  caught  four 

hundred 
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Kundred  of  the  dancing  daughters  of  Shiloh  in  one 
night.  Judges  xxi.  a  I.    This  was  catling  the  net 
on  the  right  fide  of  the  Ihip  with  a  witnefe,  and 
this  late  converfion  of  the  Jews  ended  fomewhat  in 
the  lame  way  in  appearance  i  only  with  this  difier^ 
encc — the  ftruggle  with  the  Benjamitcs  was,  who 
ihouid  catch  the  dancing  ladies ;    but  the  icuffle 
among  our  dancing  girls  was>  who  fhould  catch 
the  Benjamite.    However  time  and  effeftj,  as  wcU 
as  their  own  prefumption,  hath  fhewn  us  that  none  • 
but  the  devil  fent  both  thcfc, 
^  We  may  come  a  little  nigher  home  yet.    Not  a  • 
few  of  various  denominations,  yea  among  the  dig- 
nified and  among  the  decent,  are  nothing  elfe  but 
falfe,  prophets  j  yea,  the  nation  fwarms  with  them^ 
and  who  are  not  at  all  afraid  tojpeak  evil  of  dignities  i 
their  looks  and  words  both  tell  you  that  they  neither 
fear  Gody  nor  honour  the  king.     Thcfe  help  forward 
the  calamity;  they  preach  rebellion  againft  the  Lord^ 
and  are  the  fnares  and  traps  of  Satan  in  this  hour 
of  temptation  i  and  fo  it  will  appear  in  the  cndj 
whoever  lives  to  fee  it.     For  if  thofe  who  refill  the 
civil  powers  (hall  receive  to  themfclves  damnation, 
for  this  is  the  threatening  of  God  in  this  hour  of 
temptation,  then  what  can  become  of  the  profelytes 
of  thofe  men  who  enforce  and  encourage  litde  elfe^ 
and  whofe  profclytes  breathe  out  fuch  malice,  re- 
venge, blood,  and  daughter  ?     What  fpirit  is.  this  ? 
Why,  the  fame  that  influenced  the  high-prieft  and 
-people  of  the  Jews  againft  Chrift.    And  what  ipirit 
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voi  that?  Tbe  Saviour  tells  thetn,  tHsisycvr  botr, 
sndtbe  powar  $f  darhiffs.  Luke  xxiu  53.  Where- 
ever  thiis  fpirtt  dwclU^  there  the  devil  reign$.  ^ye 
Wirt  tbi  childrm  of^rabam  (is  all  belitvers  arc)» 
yc  W9uld  do  the  works  if  Abraham  \  that  is,  they 
would  obey  the  Saviour's  voice,  keep  bis  word» 
and  bve  his  name.  BiU  now  y$  Juk  to  kill  wte^  s 
man  ibat  both  told  you  tbe  trutb^  wbub  I  bave  beard 
of  God:  tbis  did  not  Abraham*  To  do  tbo  duds  cf 
yoiwr  fatber :  fir  yo  are  ffyonr  father  tbo  dovd^  and 
tbi  lufts  of  your  fatber  yo  wUlik:  be  was  a  murderar 
from  tbe  beginnings  and  abode  not  in  tbe  tnitbp  hoemjk 
ibin  is  no  trutb  in  Um.  fFben  be  Jfoaketb  a  Bis 
be  Jpeaketb  (f  bis  own :  for  be  is  a  liar,  and  tbi 
fatber  of  it.  John  viiL  la  thb  paflage  Chriit  ex* 
dudes  all  the  fpiritual  chiktren  of  Abraham  froai 
thefe  works  of  darknefs.  /  till  you  tbe  trutb  (fiiya 
Chrlll)^  and  yo  iilieve  me  not.  They  rejcAcd  the 
^word  of  the  lj0td>  and  trufted  in  a  lie>  and  Ibughc 
to  kill  the  Lord  of  life  $  and  fuch  are  of  tbeu*  &- 
ther  the  dt vil«  for  no  lie  is  of  the  truth>  no  liar 
enters  the  heavenly  Jerufalem ;  and  he  that  is  angry 
with  his  brother  without  a  caufe,  is  a  murderer; 
and  no  murderer  hath  eternal  life  abiding  in  him. 
Why  are  the  higlier  powers  hated  ?  Why  i  becaufe 
they  arc  the  higher  powers.  Who  made  them  fo  ? 
Why,  God.  Then  he  that  refiftcth  the  power  re- 
^fteth  the  ordinances  of  God,  and  fights  againfl 
him,  and  they  that  refill  fhall  receive  to  themfelves 
damnation* 

The 
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The  ntxt  thing,  in  the  aftcicnt  ftory  of  the  Jcw^ 
which  I  fhall  condder  is»  that  moft  dreadful  fin  of 
perjury,  which  at  that  time  was  one  of  their  leading 
national  crinies.  God  orders  the  Jews,  by  Jere- 
miah,, to  proclaim  deliverance  to  every  bond-man 
ind  bond-maid  among  them  that  were  Jews,  ac* 
according  to  the  law  of  releafe,  which  was  to  be 
proclaimed  on  the  year  of  jubilee ;.  and  2t  this  time 
the  king  of  ^Babylon's  army  was  againft  Jerofalem, 
and  againft  all  the  cities  of  Judah,  This  they  obeyed^ 
they  made  a  covenant  in  the  houlc  of  God,  an^ 
€<]fnfirraed  it  by  cutting  a  calf  in  twain,  and  pafllng 
between  the  two  parts  (jf  it,  and  let  their  Hebrew 
fcrvant^  go  free,  and,^  I  think,  they  fworc  to  k% 
for  they  are  cKai^ged  with  fwearing  falfely,  ^iS  jt 
ficdy  murdirj  and  ccmmif  adultery,  and  fwiar  falfefy^ 
--"-md  come  andftdnd  btfore  me  in  tbb  boufi^  which  fs 
called  by  my  name  ?  &c,  Jer^  vlL  9,  lo.  When  they 
had  fct  their  fcrvants  at  Kberty,.  the  Cbildeans  went 
away  and  left  the  city.;  and  al  foon  as  this  was 
done,  they  returned  and  took  all  thetr  fcrvants  back 
ag^n  into  bondage. 

The  king  likewife  had  perjured*  himfclf  1  >^ 
when  the  king  of  Babylon  fct  him  on  the  throne, 
lie  fwore  allegiance  to  him,  but  afterwards  rebelled^ 
and  hired  the  forces  of  Egypt  to  aflift  him.  Hencfe 
the  heavy  charge— 5«^  be  rebelled  againjl  him  ik' 
fining  his  amhajjadors  into  Egypt y  that  they  might 
give  him  hor/es  and  much  people.  Shall  he  prcfper  ? 
fiail  he  ffcafe  that  do$th/uch  thin^?  or  JbaB  he  breat 
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the  covenant  J  and  be  deliver ed  f  As  I  Ihe,  /astb  tha 
Lordy  Jurely  in  the  flace  where  ebe  king  dwelletb  thai 
modi  him  king,  wbcfe  oath  be  defpifed^  and  wbofe  co-^ 
venant  be  brake,  even  with  him  in  the  midji  of  Baby^ 
Ion  be  Jhall  die.  Neither  Jhall  Pharaoh,  with  bis 
mighty  army,  make  for  him  in  the  war.  Seeing  b^ 
d^ifed  the  oath  by  breaking  the  cgvenofa,  when,  h, 
he  bad  given  bis  hand,  and  bath  done  all  thefe  things^ 
be  Jhall  not  efcape.  Ezek.  xvH.  15— ^ig«  Falfe 
fwcaring  feecns  to  be  the  crying  crime  of  their  na^ 
tion  \  *and  the  fame  is  the  leading  crime  ofottfSj  io 
this  hoiirpf  temptation  which  is  come  upofi  a$» 
No  fmaU  number  among  us»  who  have  took  oaths 
to  be  true  and  faithful  to  our  prefent  ibvere^» 
are  now  mod  falfe,  ut^faithful  to  himj  and  filled 
with  a  fpirit  of  rebellion  againft  hims  this  is  exa<5ll]r 
the  fame  crime  as  that  of  the  Jews  of  old. 

Our  oaths  are  as  follow. — The  oath  of  allegiance 
runs  thus : 

"  I  do  fmccrely  promife  and  fwear,  that  I  will 
be  faithful,  and  bear  true  allegiance  to  his  m^efty 
King  "George,  So  help  me  jGod." — The  oath  of 
fupremacy  thus : 

"  I  do  fwear,  diat  I  do  from  my  heart  abhor> 
deteft)  and  abjure,  as  impious  and  heredcal,  that 
damnable  doctrine  and  poQdon,  that  princes,  ex^- 
communicated  or  deprived  by  the  pope,  or  anjr 
authority  of  the  fee  of  Rome,  may  be  depoied.  or 
murdered  by  their  fubjefl?,  or  any  other  whatib* 
ever.  And  I  do  declare^  that  no  foreign  prioccj^ 
7  •  perfon^ 
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perfon,  prelate^  ftate,  or  potentate,  hach,  or  ought 
to  have,  prc-cmiticncc  or  authority,  ecclcfiaftical 
or  (piritual,  within  this  realm.  So  help  mc  God.'! 
The  oath  of  abjuration  is  after  the  following  manner : 
"  I  do  truly  and  fincerely  acknowledgCj  profcfi, 
teftify,  and  declare,  in  my  confcicnce,  before  God 
and  the  world,  that  our  fovereign  lord  King  George 
is  lawful  and  rigtitful  king  of  this  realnv  and  all 
other  his  majefty's  dominions  thereunto  belon^ng. 
And  I  do  folcmnly  and  fincerely  declare,  that  I  do 
believe,  in  my  confcience,  that  not  aay  of  the  dC'*^ 
icendants  of  the  perfon  who  pretended  to  be  Prince 
oC  Wales  during  the  life  of  the  late  Kingjamei 
the  Second,  and  Qnce  his  deceafe  pretended  -  to  be, 
and  took  upon  himfelf  the  (tile  and  title  of  King 
of  England,  by  the  name  of  King  James  the 
Third  \  or  of  Scotland,  by  the  name  of  James  the 
,  Eighth ;  or  the  ftile  and  tide  of  King  of  Great 
Britain ;  hath  any  right  or  title  whatfoever  to  the 
crown  of  this  realm,  or  any  other  of  the  dominions 
thereunto  belonging.  And  I  do  renounce,  refufe, 
and  abjure,  any  allegiance  or  obedience  tp  any  of 
them«  And  I  do  fwear,  that  I  will  bear  &ith  and 
true  allegiance  to  his  majefty  King  George,  and 
him  I  will  defend,  to  the  utitioft  of  my  power, 
againil  all  traitorous  confpiracies  and  attempts  wb^.t^ 
foever,  which  ihall  be  made  againft  his  perfon, 
crown,  and  dignity.  And  I  will  do  my  utmoft  en- 
deavour 10  difclofe  and  make  known  to  his  majefly, 
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tnd  his  {uccefTorsj  all  treafbns  and  traitor6u!s  con« 
Q)iracies  which  I  fhall  know  to  be  againft  him>  of 
any  of  them.  And  do  feithfuUy  promife,  to  the 
utmoft  of  my  power,  to  fupport,  maintain,  and 
defend,  the  fucceflion  of  the  crown  againft  the 
defcendants  of  the  (aid  James,  and  againft  all  other 
perfbns  whatfoevcrj  which  foccefllon,  by  an  aft, 
cntidcd,  •  An  Aft  for  the  furthc^  Limitation  of  the 
Crown,  and  better  fecuring  the.  Rights  and  Liber- 
ties ^of  the  Subjeft ;'  is,  and  ftands,  limited  to  the 
Princcfs  Sopftra,  Eleftorefs  and  Dnchefs  Dowagpr 
of  Hanover,  and  the  heirs  of  her  bod/,  being 
Proteftants.  And  all  thefe  things  I  plainly  and 
fincerely  acknowled^  and  fwcar,  according  to  thefe 
exprcfs  words  by  me  fpoken,  and  according  to  the 
plain  and  cotomon  4%nfe  and '  uiiderftanding  of  the 
lame  words  i  without  any  equivocation,  mental  ^va- 
fions,  or  fecttt  refervadon  whatfbtfver.  And  I  do 
make  this  recognition,  acknowledgment,  abjura- 
tion, renunciation,  and  promifc?,  heartily,  wilfingly, 
and  truly,  upon  the  true  faith  of  t  Chrlftian.  So 
help  fne  God." 

How  many  great  men  in  high  ofSce  and  places 
of  tniftj  how  many  officers  in  the  army  and  n^vyi 
how  many  minifters  in  the  churches  and  meetings  i 
how  many  parifh  officers  and  officers  of  excifej 
how  many  foldiers  and  failors,  &c.  &c.  ih'  the  pre- 
lent  hour  of  temptation,  and  according  to  the  Ipi* 
fit  that  is  at  this  time  gone  forth  in  the  world,  lie  ^ 
8  involved 
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involved  in  this  guilt  of  peijury,  and  detained  ,in 
the  chains  of  their  fins,  as  rebels  againft  the  throne 
of  heaven. 

But  what  is  an  oath  ?  Many  make  very  light  of 
it,  and  tell  you  they  take  a  glafs  afterward,  and 
fwallow  it  down :  that  is  eafily  done,  bccaufc  of  the 
afTiftance  of  Satan,  who  is  always  prefent  at  the 
'  taking  of  a  falfe  oath^  as  he  is  with  a  felf  murderer, 
to  knd  a  hand  j  and  the  rcafon  of  Satan's  prcfence 
is,  becaufe  God  is  not  in  all  their  thoughts.  But 
although  kn  oath  is  eafily  fwallowed  down,  it  is  not 
fo  eafily  purged  off.  An  oath  was,  a  light  thing 
with  Efaui  he  fold  Kis  birthright  for  a  mefs  of  pot- 
tage, and  fix^ofe  by  God  at  the  fale  of  it.  Parting 
vvit}i  his  birthright  was  defpifing  regeneration  and 
God's  pr.edeftlnation  to  the  adoption  of  fons  j  and 
when  he  found  that  the  birthright  and  the  blefling 
were  infeparable,  he  changed  his  mind,  and  would 
have  willingly  been  perjured,  if  God,  who  was 
called  in  as  a  witnefs  at  the  fale,  would  but  have 
connived  at  his  fin,  and  proved  falfc  to  the  pur- 
chafer  :  but  he  found  no  place  of  repentance  in  the 
immutability,  faithfulnefs,  and  truth  of  God ;  no, 
nor  yet  in  the  bowels  of  his  long-fufFering  mercy, 
nor  in  his  eternal  love  in  the  Meffiah— and  there  is 
no  other  place  where  real  repentance  can  work, 
flow  out,  or  be  drawn  forth,  but  in  thefe. 

There  rouft  be  foraething  very  dreadful  in  a  falfc 
oath,  or  God  would  never  have  dealt  fo  hardly  with 
Zcdekiah,  whofwore  falfcly  to  the  king  of  Babylon. 

D  He 
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He  was  of  the  royal  houfc  of  David,  and  king  over 
the  people  of  God,  and  tried  to  the  utmoft  ca 
cfoipe  the  vengeance  of  the  Chaldeans ;  he  fled  by 
the  way  of  the  plain,  and  many  of  his  body  guards 
fluck  to  him,  till  the  Chaldeans  purfued  him  -,  they 
took  and  brought  him  to  Riblah;  all  his  wives,^ 
concubines,  princcfles,  and  ladies  of  honour,  were 
brought  forth  to  the  king  of  Babylon's  princes  -,  all 
his  children  were  (Iain  before  his  face,  and  after- 
ward  his  own  eyes  were  put  out,  and  he  was  bound 
in  chains,  and  carried  to  Babylon,  where  he  died ;. 
and  all  this  was  no  more  than  what  was  fofetold 
him  by  God,  who  (poke  by  his  prophet  Jerc- 
miah. 

^h  oath  is  for  confirmatm^  mdtofui  an  end  to  alt 
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Jrifa  for  by  it  a  man  appends  to  the  high  court 
.  of  heaven,  and  calls  upon  the  faithful  and  true  Wit- 
nefs  to  bear  tcftimony  to  the  truth  and  integrity  of 
his  heart  j  and  the  other  party,  or  parties,  are  to 
be  contented  with  this,  knowing  that  if  he  fwear& 
truly,  his  rigliteoufnefs,  which  he  vindicates  in  this 
his  appeal,  (hall  be  brought  forth  as  the  l%ht,  and 
his  jjjft  d€;9ilngs  as  the  noon  day  i  but  if  faUely,. 
tiiat  his  fentcnce  (hall  be  more  jufl:>  and  the  cxe-> 
cutipn  of  it  more  dreadful,  than  can  be  pronounced 
or  executed  by  al}  the  courts  of  nations,  becaule- 
it  will  be  inilided  on  the  foul  as  well  as  the  body. 

An  oach  is  going  the  fartheft  ftep  that  a  man 
can  go  in  afTuring  another  of  the  truth  and  fince* 
ricy  of  liis  heart.     It  is  a  laying  one's  own  foul, 

and 
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zni  the  falvation  of  it^  as  a  pledge  to  a  friend  bo* 
fore  God>  and  in  his  name  affirming  the  truth  we 
advance,  at  the  expcncc  of  it. 

Holding  the  Bible  in  our  hand,  impliea  that  wc 
hold  the  truth  therein  contained  as  our  rule  offiiithand 
prance ;  kiflfmg  the  book>  figniHes  our  cordial  em« 
bracing  the  things  therein  revealed  r  and  calling 
.upon  God  to  help,  is  imploring  his  ftrength  in  our 
behalf  to  enable  us  ftiH  to  hold  faft  and  embrace 
the  things  that  make  for  our  peace,  and  that  we 
will  forfeit  all  right  and  all  claim  upon  God,  his 
word,  his  providence,  and  his  grace,  hb  mercies^ 
and  his  bleffings,  which  are  contained  in  his  woid^ 
if  we  call  upon  his  facred  name  to  bear  witnefe  to  A 
known  and  wilful  fie. 

He  that  takes  the  oadi  of  allegiance  to  a  prtnee, 
iruft  yield  obedience  to  him ;  /  coim/el  ibee  h  keep 
the  king's  commandment^  and  that  m  regard  rfibe  oatb 
cf  G(d.  Eccl.  viii.  i.  Some  talk  of  a  compuliive 
oath-^no  man  can  compel  me  to  challenge  the  per* 
fedions  of  God,  either  to  cover  a  lie  or  to  defir 
hi{n  to  avenge  it.  It  is  faid  of  the  king  of  Jiidah^ 
thn  the  king  of  Babylon  made  him  fv^es^i  but  God^ 
who  is  not  mocked,  gave  him  up  to  hardnels  of 
heart  as  fbon  as  he  had  violated  his  oath*  Zedekiab 
was  one  and  twenty  years  old  when  be  tegan  to  reip^ 
and  reigned  eleven  years  m  JerufaUm.  And  be  £dtbat 
^  which  wifi  evil  in  the  fight  (f  the  Lord  bis  God,  and 
bufnblfd  not  himfe^  before  Jeremieh  the  prophet  Jpeak^ 
ing  from  the  mmtb  of  the  Lord.    And  be  eifo  rtbeUed 
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agamft  the  king  of  Babylon,  who  bad  puide  himfwear 
hy  God:  bui  b$Jiiffenedbis  tuck^  and  hardened  bis  beart 

from  fuming  to  the  Lord  GedoflfraeL  2  Chron.xxxvL 
11—13. 

Perjury  and  rebellion  againft  die  higher  powers 
are  the  two  principal  fnares  and  traps  of  Satan^  in 
which  he  catches  and  entangles  thoufand^.  In  this 
bour  of  temptation  thefe  are  the  fins  which  the  tempter 
lays  at  poor  finners  doors ;  and  when  either  of  thefe 
are  admitted  in,  they  pave  the  way  for  Satan  himfclf 
to  come  into  the  heart.  The  devil  was  tlie  firft 
murderer  i  and  when  he  takes  poffefllon,  he  keeps 

^  revenge,  malice,  blood,  and  Aaughter,  boiling  up  in 
the  heart,  as  he  did  in  the  heart  of  Cain  :  and  fure 
I  am,  that  no  power  under  heaven  can  caft  this  fpi- 
rit  out,  but  that  of  God  himfelf.  Tom  Paine  was 
involved  in  the  guilt  of  perjury  before  he  wrote,  for 
he  had  been  an  officer  in  the  excife  -,  and  when  he 
had  broke  through  his  oath,  he  foon  breathed  forth 
his  rebellion  againft  the  higher  powers;  and  fince 
that  againft  God  himfelf. 

Biit  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  isjlrong  confidence  i  and 
bis  children  fhall  have  a  place  of  refuge,   1  he  obedient 

*  Jews  found  God  a  litdc  lanftuary  in  Babylon.  The 
nations  at  large,  who  obeyed  the  voice  of  God,  kept 
their  own  lands,  and  were  under  the  protcftion  of 
Providence,  when  thoufands  of  the  others  periflied: 
and  though  fomc  few  of  the  Jews  might  ;2;aln  fetde- 
ments  in  Babylon  and  elfewhere,  and  being  not  fuf^ 
fcred  to  return  with  the  reft  of  die  Jews  at  their  re- 
turn 
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turn  from  captivity,  might  think  themfclvcs  fafe  and 
fecure  enough,  but  not  fo,  for  fcventy  years  after 
their  going  forth,  God  fcnt  his  curfe  after  them, 
which  was  to  dwell  with  them  till  their  very  houfes 
were  -confumed  by  it.    Then  I  turned^  and  lifted  up 
mine  eyesy  and.  looked,  and  beholdy  a  flying  rolL    j1^ 
he /aid  untp^aney  What  feeft  thou  ?  And  I  anfwered^  J 
Jee  a  flying  roll,  the  length  thereof  is  twenty  cubit Sy  and 
the  breadth  thereof  ten  cubits.     "Then  Jiaid  he  unto  me^ 
This  is  the  curfe  that  goeth  forth  over  the  face  of  the 
'Uihole  earth :  for  every  one  thatftealeth^fhall  be  cut  off 
as  on  this  fide y  according  to  it :  and  every  one  thcUfwear- 
ethy  fball  be  cut  off  as  on  that  fidcy  according  to  it.     I 
will  bring  it  for  thy  faith  the  Lord  of  hoftiy  and  it  fhall 
enter  into  the  houfe  of  the  thief y  and .  into  the  boitfe  of 
him  that  fweareth  falfely  by  my  name:  and  it  fhaU  re- 
main  in  the  midft  of  his  houfiy  and  fhall  confume  //,  with 
the  timber  thereof y  and  the  ft  ones  thereof  Zech.v.  i  — ^4. 
This  flying  roll  contained  the  fame  with  that  which 
Zedckiah  burnt.  The  prophet  was  ordered  to  write 
another ;'  and  this  part  of  the  roll,  that  fled  to  Ba- 
bylon, contained  the  curfcs  denounced  agaipft  the 
rebels :  there  is  no  going  from  God^i  Sprit  i  there  is  no 
fleeing  from  his  prefence. 

Nor  is  our  nation  the  only  one  that  is  plunged 
into  this  guil?  of  perjury.  I  have  no  doubt  but  the 
greater  part  of  thofewho  brought  the  French  king 
to  the  block  were  thofc  who  had  fworn  true  alle- 

*  *  * 

glance  to  him :  this  may  be  read  in  the  judgment 
that  overtook  them.    Y^a,  the  whole  Roman  em-* 
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pire  jems  to  be  infc&ed  widi  this  prcicnr  prevailing 
fin  of  oattonsi  $vd  it  muft  be^fbi  fir  ibis  b^ur  ^f 
ttmfMicufiixM  cmnt  itpm  M  ibiwortd^  U  try  them 
iisi  dftOiU  upon  fbi  eartk  Rev.  iii.  i  ex  Whenever 
diis  iuiiic  of  difaficdion  runs,  thidier  the  temptation 
goes;  and  Satan  will  ply  them  the  bardeft  with  it» 
who  have  bound  themfelves  to  their  fovareign^  witl\ 
die  moft  facred  oaths. 

And  anjr  watchfiil  eye  may  fee  the  wradi  of  God 
{mrfue  the  Mfc  fwearers.  Two  peribns^  if  I  Ibr^ 
kot,  called  mlnifters  of  God,  who  had  taken  the 
above  oaths,  are  gone  to  Botany- bay:  onc«  if  not 
more,  are,  ojr  hive  been,  confined  b  gaob;  and 
bow  many  of  the  perjured  lailors  came  to  an  igoo* 
mimous  death,  I  cannot  tcU;  but  two  of  them,  if 
report  be  true,  confefled  before  their  awful  exit  diat 
ttieh'  firft  fiep  to  ruin  was  reading  Tom  Paine's 
books :  in  thefe>  Pakie's  fins  are  open  beforehand^ 
and  gone  before  him  to  judgment ;  and  thofe  who 
flole  away  the  king's  frigate,  and  murdered  their  of- 
ficers, and  then  carried  her  into  one  of  the  ports  of 
Spain,  wiH  not  cfcape  the  juftice  of  God. 

I  believe  the  time  of  the  Jews'  temptation  lafted 
ibme  years,  from  the  rumours  of  the  war  to  the  taking 
of  the  city ;  and  no  doubt  but  this  was  done,  that  all 
who  feared  God  might  efcape  i  fir  be  is  hag^fisffering 
to  us  ward.  And  this  of  ours,  which  is  a  reading  of 
that,  hath  condnUed  a  good  wbik,  and  no  doubt  for 
the  fame  purpofe;  for  many  who,  I  believe,  fear 
Godj  are  at  this  time  counted  in  Satan's  ihape,  who 
8  muft 
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muft  come  out  of  it;  fer  ihey  muft  he  kept  from  this 
hour  of  temptation  (or  from  being  ruined  by  it)  who 
keep  the  word  if  bis  patience.  .  I  have  known  fome 
pious  fouls  who^  by  the  infernal  diligence  of  unfeel* 
ing  men,  have  beefi  fadly  ilitFe^ed  in  the  .neck  by 
Satan>  as  well  as  Zedekioh;  but  God  hacb  convinced 
them  of  their  error,  and  undeceived  them,  and  tj^ieir 
fouls  have  fmarted  forely  for  their  madnefs.  One  of 
theie  is  a  gentleman  of  the  faculty,  now  living  at 
Woolwich.  Thefe  have  efcapcd  the  fnare  of  the 
fowler,  and  fo  it  muft  he ;  for  he  that  fearetb  God 
fhall  come  forth  tf  them  all.  Ecfcl.  vii.  1 8*  .  God> 
command  to  us  is.  Let  every  foul  iefubje^  to  the 
higher  powers.  His  proroife  is.  Do  goody  xindtbou 
Jhalt  havepraije  of  the  fame.  Yea,  aod  a  good  coq- 
fcicnce:  Te  muft  ie/idjeSl^  for  sonfdetKeJahe.  This 
is  our  watchword  in  dris  hour  of  temptation.  His 
threatening  is,  ^They  that  r^^  rtfift  the  crdinance  if 
Codi  and  fhall  receive  to  themfelves  damnation.  This  is 
God's  fentence  and  denunciacioR  againft  the  rebel- 
lious I  and  thus  /  have  given  a  portion  to  feven^  and 
4ilfo  to  eight  5  for  I  know  not  what  evilfbM  be  upon  the\ 
earth.  EccL  xi.  2*  Many  warnif^  aqd  cautioiM 
liave  I  given  yoii  from  this  pulpit,  ^hen  the  devil 
fent  forth  one  of  his  drummers  to  bedt  a  march  to 
the  Holy*Land:  I  toki  you  it  was  a  tri<ik  of  the 
devil,  which  gave  great  offenoe  to  fbme,  who  foon 
after  prepared  for  the  journey  j  but  they  Jiave  been 
afliamed  to  Ibow  their  heads  fince.  Whei)  the  great 
converter  of  the  Jvv/s  fell  down  from  the  moon,  I 
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told  you  he  was  nothing  but  a  prcfumptuous  im- 
poftor;  and  the  expedition  to  convert  the  pagans 
was  nothing  clfe  blit  one  of  Satan's  rattles,  intended 
to  make  a  ftir,  and  colleft  a  crowd  together,  only 
to  amufc  them,  and  divert  their  minds  from  attend* 
ing  to  the  things  that  make  for  their  peace.  And 
when  that  great  power,  like  .Simon  Magus,  came 
among  you  from  Plymouth,  who  had.ftudicd  the  art 
of  "moving  the  paflions,  I  told  you  that  the  devil, 
and  none  but  the  devil,  was  in  him :  and  in  which 
of  thcfe  affercions  have  I  appeared  a  falfb  prophet  ? 
Here  I  am;  tcllify  againft  me:  but  you  cannot  j 
nor  fhall  you  find  me  a  falfc  prophet  in  this  matter, 
'.Moreover,  you  have  heard  that  God  hath  pro* 
mked,  that  in  every  temptation  he  will,  with  the 
temptation,  make  a  way  for  his  people's  efcape,  that 
they  may  be  able  to  bear  it.  Ifracl  efcaped  in  Egypt^ 
when  Pharaoh  and  his  hoft,  who  rebelled  againft 
God,  were  deftroyed.  Thofe  that  obeyed  the  voice 
of  God  by  Jeremiah,  fled  to  Babylon,  and  found 
God,  and  fcveral  eminent  prophets  raifed  up  there : 
Daniel  was  a  minifter  of  ftate ;  Mordecai  in  the  houfc, 
of  Hamanj  Efther  queen  of  the  empire;  and  Ezra 
was  the  king's  cup-bearer.  The  heathen  nations^ 
who  yielded  obedience  to  God,  kept  their  kingdoms* 
Juft  before  Jerufalem's  laft  dcrftruftion,  the  watch- 
words went  forth :  Behold i  the  judge  jfandctb  befcrt  ths 
doQT'y  %vhereby  we  know  it  is  the  laft  times  \  wratb  is 
come  upon  them  to  the  uttermoft.  Wlien  the  rumours 
of  the  Romifli  war  went  forth,  the  children  of  the 
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day  were  upon  the  watch ;  and  when  the  army  came 
into  Judca,  they  fled  to  Pella;  and  fo  it  will  be  now. 
Let  us  confider  what  the  Lord  fays  to  us;  for  it  U 
to  us  the  following  words  are  fpoken :  Be  watcbfid^  ' 
and  ftrengthtn  the  things  ^hich  remain^  that  are  ready 
to  die,.  Be  watchful,  and  fee  the  frame  and  ftatc 
thou  art  in;  take  notice  of  the  truths  you  hold,  and 
hold.faft,  that  you  lofe  nothing.  Obfcrve  God's 
judgments  abroad  in  the  earth,  and  what  is  coming 
on,  and  watch  over  dach  other,  that  ye  be  not  car- 
ried away  in  this  hour  of  temptation. 

The  next  words  imply  that  many  are  already 
turned  a{ide  after  Satan,  and  that  others  were  mudi 
infefted;  hence  the  command.  Strengthen  the  thmp 
which  remain^  which  remain  with  you,  and  which 
are  not  carried  away,  and  which  are  ready  to  die. 
Thcfe  things  are  the  veflcls  of  mercy,  which  are  ftag^ 
gcrcd,  {tumbled,  and  weakened  by  the  many  that  ar^ 
led  into  rebellion,  concluding  they  fliall  never  bear 
up,  andTiold  out,  and  halting  between  the  word  of 
God  and  the  cry  of  thoufands  in  a  profeffion,  mi- 
nifters  as  well  as  people,  and  who  are  looked  up  to 
as  men  of  greai  ki^wledge  and  wiidom ;  but  their 
wijdmn  perverts  them.  Remember  therefore  how 
thou  haft  received  and  heard,  and  hold  faft  and  re- 
pent.  You  have  heard  the  doftrines  of  the  evcr- 
lafting  gofpel,  and  you  have  heard  the  will  of  God 
revealed  to  you,  that  you  muft  be  fubjcft  to  the 
higher  powers.  This  laft  part  of  the  will  of  God 
many  of  you  have  rclinquifted  and  given  up:  and 
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temtmbcr^  that  God  is  the  author  of  that  part  oC 
icripturc  as  well  as  of  all  the  reft ;  and  as  Sataa  hath 
made  liich  a  ^KceisftU  attack  upon  yoU^  he  wi]l  noc 
t]mt  d^  field  till  he  hath  got  the  whole»  for  the  whole 
h  in  danger :  to  denf.any  one  part  to  be  true,  is  to 
ifefijr  the  wfaole^  and  make  Cod  a  lisr,  for  no  lie  is 
of  the  truth.  Some  pro&lTors  are  gone  fo  far  al- 
ready,  that,  when  they  are  preHed  hard  upon  this 
bead*  they  are  obliged  to  confeis,  <^  they  do  not  be* 
Ikv€  the  Bible/'  Hence  the  exhorcatkxi.  that  Jefus 
by  his  angel  fends  to  u^,  Retneud^cr  h^w  tbou  ba^ 
iftfceheJ  mj  beard,  Mdhddfaji. 

But  why  are^  we  ic>  charged  by*  the  JLord  to  hok? 
^  ?  Becaufc  our  iafcty  lies  in  it.  Tbcfe^tbct  hep  the 
fwrd  ofbif  pafm^e,  be  xtdlf  k^  (from  being  quried 
fway  l^  Satan}  in  this  hour  rftempuUftm.  Rev.  iU.  lou 
in  the  next  [d^e,  ^ofe  that  f^ar  Gpd^  and  have 
bceo  kd  aftray  by  it,  are  ejJiorted  to  repent]^  for 
this  trap  of  the  devil  hardens  the  heart,  and  makes 
fnen  vain,  pr^ud,  and  felf-conceited.  If  you  aijgue 
.with  them,  and  bring  forth  the  will  of  God  to  them 
in  hia  word,  it.  makes  no  imprcflion;  they  brin^ 
£>rth  their  ftrong  reafons  agairil  God  bimfelf :  and 
lure  I  am,  that  nothing  but  evangelical  repentaocc 
.can  £^ve  thefe  from  deftrudion,  and  fet  ihtm  down 
Ml  the  Saviour*s  feet  to  receive  and  obey  his  word. 
The  devil,  by  the  inftrumcntality  of  Tom  Paine, 
laving  come  down  among  us  in  great  wrath,  gives 
me  fome  room  to  fulpeft,  that  he  knows  he  hath 
\m  a  ibort  timir,  before  that  infernal  bead  will  be . 
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vumifii  over  iifmrs  cmmtriis^  Perhaps  this  tfffl|)(ji« 
cton  chat  is  now  abroad  in  the  eajtb  k  fomcchii^ 
preparacoiy  to  what  is  yti  to  come.  The  long  diP 
pure  bctweca  Michael  aod  the  de^iii  in  the  days  of 
Jererrfiahy  w^  icjeparaii  tbevfyfi^omlbe  pt'^taoust^ 
and  when  ttus  divifion  was  madcy  the  fword  of  war 
determined  the  point,  the  rebels  perilhed^  aod  the 
righteous  fired. 

At  that  time  die  devil  had  got  the  armjr  ^  the 
Jews  on  his  fidej  as  well  as  the  Jdogi  the  prioce% 
the  prieftsj  and  die  faKe  jprc^ets.  Hence  you  readi 
that  Jeremiah  X0eni  forth  U  go  udo  BeaJMni^  mi' 
V)bm  be  was  m  the  gaie^  ite  capimn  eftbe  n»ardt$ek 
hmjwfmg^  TboufaUeft  0W^  to  the  CbsUemis:  and  tie 
frbttes  Vferewr9ib  fpitb  bim,  emdfinoiebifjh  emdfm  Urn 
inprifrn.  Jer,  xxxvii.  15.  Now  this  preftnt  hoorcf 
cetDptadoQ  H  to  ttofJu  the  fame  divilioo.  Jftdlwit 
f»ff  mt  from  ^mong  you  the  r^elsj  and  tiem  ibm 
^^JtJ^^i  ^ain/i  me:  and IxvUl  tring  tbem/ortboai 
eftbt  cQtmtry  where  tbeyfijowm^  and  tbeyJhaH  not  om-^ 
ter  into  the  imd  of  IJrad^  emdy^ftf^  foww  that  lam 
the  Lord.  Ezek.  u»  38.  This  fame  work  is  sow 
going  on  in  our  barn  fioor ;  the  chaff  from  tht 
wlieat  is  feparatii^  carnal  profeiibrs  and  hypo* 
crites>  the  devil  is  gathering  them  together,  by  Tom 
Paine's  books,  and  our  faUe  prophets;  and  in  the 
bond  of  iniquity  he  holds  them  faft,  while  thofe  whoi 
do  know  their  God  cleave  to  him,  to  bis  iervants, 
and  to  his  word,  in  the  bond  of  love.  And  ibmer 
thing,  which  perhaps  is  yet  to  come,  will  determine 
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this  branch  of  the  controverfy  of  Zion;  for  not  the  re- 
bels, nor  the  wicked  who  join  hand  in  hand,  fliall 
elcape,  but  tbofc  who  keep  the  word  of  bis  patience^  m 
ibekve  of  if  I  and  this  part  of  it  in  particular,  be/uh-^ 
jeff  to  tbe  bigber  powers :  thefc  be  will  keep  (from  bc« 
ing  carried  away)  in  tbis  bour  of  temptation.    Hence 
"  the  following  condition,  fpokcn  by  way  of  threaten- 
ing i  If  tberrfore  tbou  Jhalt  not  watcb,  I  will  come  on 
tbee  as  a  tbief  and  tbou  fbalt  not  know  wbat  bour  I 
will  (ome  upon  tbee.  Rev.  iii.  3.    Thefe  words  plainly 
imply,  that  thofe  who  arc  obedient,  believe  his  word, 
and  watch  his  hand,  and  his  judgments  which  are 
abroad  in  the  earth,  (hall  have  timely  notice,  and 
know,  in  due  time,  when  he  comes,  and  what  he 
means  to  do,  fo  as  to  efcape  j  for  be  will  reveal  his, 
Jecrets  to  bisfervants  tbe  prophets.     But  thofe  profef^ 
fors,  who  are  led  away  by  the  devil  into  this  damn- 
able deluGon,  will  be  given  up  to  blindnefs  of  mind» 
infenfibility,  and  hardnels  of  heart ;  their  heads  will 
be  ftufFed  with  politics,  their  hearts  with  malice  and 
murder,  and  all  their  hopes  and  expedatipns  will  be 
lipon  anarchy.    To  thefe,  faith  Chrift,  will  I  come  as 
a  thief  {\n  the  night),  and  thou  fhalt  mt  know  wbai 
bour  I  will  come  upon  thee.    Thofe  v;ho  Ihall  efcape 
this  perilous  hour  are  pointed  out  in  the  following 
verfe:  ^hou  baft  a  few  names  even  in  Sardisy  which 
have  not  defiled  their  garments  \  and  they  Jhall  walk  with 
me  in  whitt^for  they  are  worthy.  Rev.  iii,  4.     Theft 
wa%  not  polluted  with  adultery  or  fornication,  nei-r 
ther  with  perjury,  rebellion,  damnable  herefy^^  nor 
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fopecftition ;  and  thefe  fhall  ftill  walk  with  Chrift, 
when  many  (hall  fall  off;  and  walk  in  white/  whtn 
many  arc  defiled  and  polluted  j  and  fhall  be  countpd 
worthy,  when  the  hypocrites'  hope  (hall  pcrifh,  and 
their  truft  (hall  be  in  a  fpider's  web. 

I  (hall  now  confider  over  again  the  watchword 
in  my  text.  Go  away,  'Jlani  not  Jiill.     They  knew 
before  where  they  were  to  go  to,  and  what  they 
Were  to  meet  with  when  they  went  j  and  now  an 
opportunity  offered  for  their  efcape,  and  therefore 
he  gives  the  watthword,  and  enforces  it.  Go  a^ay^ 
fiand  not  JiilL     This  ftrangc  work  will  be  brought 
to  pafs  again,  when  the  moft  perilous  time,  the 
hodtcft  hour  comes  on,   which,  perhaps,  may  be 
very  violent,  but  very  ihort :  and  as  then,  fo  now^ 
Chrift  will  be  a '  ftrength  to  the  needy  in  his  dif-* 
trefs,    Ihould  the  blaft  of  the  terrible  ones  fend  a 
fiorm  to  the  walL    Chrift  is  a  hiding-place  himfel^ 
and  he  will  provide  a  retreat  for  thofe  who  obey  his 
voice  in  this  degenerate  age.     Come,  my  }eople,  enter 
thou  into  tby  chambers y  and  Jhut  thy  doors  about  thee ; 
Mde  tbyjelf  as  it  were  for  a  moment ,  till  the  indignation 
be  ovtrpdji.     God  revealed  his  fecrct  to  Jeremiah, 
and  he  gave  the  watchword  to  all  that  attended  him^ 
cleaved  to  him,  and  obeyed  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
by  him.  And  (b  it  will  be  again,  when  the  righteous 
arc  fired  in  the  tmth,  and  the  rebels  ripe  for  de- 
ftruftion.     The  fervants   of  the  Lord   will  have 
timely  intimation  ;  and  thoie  that  ob^  the  voice  of 
the  Lord,  and  cleave  to  him^  and  hold  faft  his  word, 
3  .  .  .will 


win  take  the  warning  and  embrace  the  fhelter,  ami 
Booe  eKe;  for  chofe  that  are  m  Satan's  trap  are 
filed  with  fudi  defperate  malice  and  madncfi  againft 
every  mtniftrr  of  the  word>  and  againft  cv'cry  child 
of  God  who  darfS  to  oppofe  or  advance  truth 
i^nd  their  rebellious  fpdrits^  chat  they  are  fike 
Jthcifts,  thf  y  wiH  take  no  warning,  nor  gii^  credKt 
«i  any  thing  that  (hall  be  iaid.  .  life  frfbet  is  the 
pun rfafoivkr  m  alibis  ways;  thef^riSMol  mm  is 
Wkd  hicaufr  of  tif  grsai  haired.  Theft  will  be 
like  Lot's  fons*in*law;  they  will  lat^h,  and*  lay 
down»  till  the  flames  ci(  eternal  fire  roufe  them  the 
fieooad  tioie  i  or  like  king  Zcdekiah,  n^  perGftcd 
m  bia  rebellioa  till  he  faw  the  king  of  Babyton's 
princea  io  tlie  gates  of  the  dty :  then  be  Qcds  buc 
the  veng^nce  of  heaven  foon  overtodc  him.  ILrat 
in  the  chapel  diere  bath  been  fome  of  this  caft,wfao 
liave  made  a  wry  mouth,  grinned  like  a  qog^  and 
e^en  gnaflied  their  teeth,  while  I  have  been  infiffiog 
vipon  thefe  things,  which  I  bdievc  in  my  confcience 
Dp  be  true  and.  ri^t,  and  that  it  is  my  dqty  to  eo* 
force  them.  But  if  they  can  gnalh  then*  teeth  in  die 
houfe  of  Godj  what  will  they  do  in  the'paios  of  heH  ? 
But  they  lervcd  Jerembh  worfe  than  this,  fir  ermy 
em  efthem  cmjtd  him*  Jen  xv.  io«  Jiej^Jmie  hwk 
Jer.  XX.  2.  Again  and  again  (Jen  xxxvii.  15)  they 
imprifoned  him ;  they  pot  him  down  into  the  don* 
geoo,  up  to  the  neck  in  mud*  They  took  counfel 
to  flay  him,  but  they  could  not  beat  the  grace  of 
God  out  of  hi^  heart,  nor  the  truth  of  God  out  of 

his 
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hU  mouth :  what  he  faid  came  to  pafs,  and  none  of 

« 

his  words  fell  to  the  ground.    Go  axvay,  fiand  not 

jua. 

Remember  the  Lord  afar  off\  and  let  Jeruftdem  come 
into  your  prind.  This  was  a  hint  that  the7  (hould 
go  as  far  off*  as  Babylon ;  and  it  was  a  caution  not 
to  liftcn  to  every  lo  here,  or  lo  there,  or  to  give 
heed  to  any  of  the  lies  and  carnal  rcafonings  of  the 
fdlfc  prophets  which  the  devil  would  raife  up  in 
Babylon:  for  all  that  Satan •  wants  is  to  drive  God 
out  of  all  our  thoughts,  as  God  complains.  Hew 
'  long  Jball  this  be  in  the  heart  of  the  prophets  that  pro-^ 
fbefy  lies  ?  ^Tea^  they  are  prophets  of  the  deceit  oftbar 
9wn  hearts^  'which  think  to  caufe  tny  people  to  forget 
my  name  by  their  dreams  which  they  tell  every  man  t§ 
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bis  neighbour,  as  their  fathers  have  forgotten  my  name 
for  Baal.    Jrr.  xxiii.  16,  27.     This  is  the  wortc  of 
the  devil  now ;  almoil  every  houfe  has  got' a  politi- 
cian in  it,  or  an  enchanter^  or  a  charmer ;  and  this 
tool  of  Satan  is  the  fnare  and  curie  of  the  whole  &•, 
mily ;  his  work  is  to  fill  their  minds  and  entertain 
them  with  the  won JcxRil  produftions  of  this  age  tf 
reafdn,  and  to  bring  in  the  frefh '  contents  of  every 
oppofhion  ncwfpaper,  that  by  thefe  means  every 
thought  of  their  hearts  may  be  alienated*  from  Goc^ 
and  be  kept  in,  captivity  to  the  obedience  of  Satan:, 
hence  the  exhortation,  Rememler  the  Lord  afar  off^ 
and  let  Jemfalem  come  into  your  mind.    For  if  'I  re- 
member the  Lord,  I  ihall  medftate  on  him,  and  on 
:  his  wonderful  works;  and  be  wHl  remember  me» 

^'  afid 
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and  let  me  know  it ;  my  thoughts  Ihall  often  meet 
ivith  hisi  I  fhall  be  upon  the  watch^  and  be  led  to 
compare  what  I  fee  with  what  I  read ;  and  this  will 
lead  me  to  confider  what  fafety  or  protection  he 
hath  promifed  to  his  people,  or  where  they  may  be 
hid  in  the  day  of  his  fierce  anger,  and  how  to  pre-- 
fare  to  meet  our  God  in  the  way  of  his  judgment,  left, 
by  coming  fuddenlyt  be  Jbciild  find  us  JUeping. 

And  let  Jerufdlem  cane  into  yitir  mind.  Jerufalcm 
had  long  been  the  throne  of  God,'  and  the  principal 
feat  of  the  church  j  the  church  at  Jerufalem,  or  on 
mount  Zion,  was  the  metropolitan  church  among 
the  twelve  tribes  of  Ifracl.  Gcd  hxed  the  gates  of 
Zion  more  than  all  the  dtvellings  of  Jacob  j  and  it  was 
revealed  from  heaven,  tliat  although  he  had,  for  the 
fins  of  his  people,  defpifed  his  habitation  by  calling 
it  down  to  the  ground,  and  that  be  remembered  not 
his  footftofil  in  the  day  of  bis  anger  (Lam.  ii.  i),  yet 
be  would  choofe  Jerufalem  again.  It  would  once  more 
be  the  city  of  the  living  God,,  where  Immanud 
would  appear,  and  make  reconciliation  for  the  fins 
of  all  his  people,  which  arc  fcattered  throughout 
the  whole  world.  Hence  the  predidion  of  the 
Pfalmift,  If  I  forget  thee^  O  Jerufalem^  let  my  right 
band  forgeL  her  cunning ;  let  my  tongue  cleave  to  the 
roof  of  my  mouthy  if  I  do  not  prefer  Jerufalem  above  my 
chief  joy.  But  the  law  is  now  gone  forth  out  of 
Zion,  and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerufalem  5 
therefore  we  mull  look  for  Jerufalem,  for  the  city 
of  the  great  King,  clfewhere.    Coming  to  God  the 

:*#  judge 
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jUc^  oMl  tinder  his  teachings  arid  to  Jefus  the 
loediatbr  of  the  new  covenant  ^7  faithi  and  to  the 
feints  in  ^rt-felt  lov^e  arid  atfedtion,  is  coming  t(f 
the  heavenly  jerufalem ;  for  all  believers  arefellow-- 
HtiziHs  wHb  theJainU^  and  oftbi  botifshold  of  God. 

To  let  Jerufalem  come  into  our  mind,  in  the 
language  of  the  New  Teftament^  is  tb  love  one  and-* 
tber,  to  let  the  thildreii  of  God  have  a  place  in  our 
hearts  and  affefUons.    And  now  to  interweave  their 
caft  with  ours,  the  principal  feat  of  the  church  of 
God  in  this  dajr  is  Great  Britain ;  for  I  believe  there 
is  but  very  little  of  the  power  of  godlinefs  elfe^here; 
lx>r  is  there  much  of  it  here.     I  have  heard  much 
of  the  wonderful  fuccefs  of  The  golpel  in  America  ^ 
but  I  have  but  little  faith  in  thefe  good  tidings*    I 
have  had  letters  from  various  parts  of  that  countryj ' 
and  &om  many  other  countries  alfbj  and  from  the. 
£a(l  and  Wei):  Indies  1  and  they  all  complain  tb  me 
of  famine^  and  I  believe  it^    Goipel  Jerufalem  h 
now  with  MSy  and  Zion  is  God's  refting-place  for 
ever :  here  (faith  he),  will  I  dwell,  for  I  have  dc-»  ,. 
fired  it  i  therefore  feek  we  the  peadc  of  the  city,  and 
pray  unto  the  Lord  for  it,  for  in  the  peace  thereof 
fhajl  we  hare  peace*    Peace  ie  within  thy  walls ^  and 
pro/perity  within  tlhf  palaces  j  for  my  friend^  and^com^ 
f anions  fake  will  I  now  fay^  Peace  be  within  thee  i  be^ 
caufe  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  my  God  I  wUlfeek  thy 
good.   Blefled  are  tholS  fcrvants  whom,  when  their  . 
Lord  Cometh,  he  fhall  find  fb  doing }  for  they  yet*  ' 
rule  with  God,  and  are  faithful  with  the  faints. 

£ .  Some 
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Some  dream  of  a  univerfal  repubKc,  as  iomc  fer- 
mcr  kings  m  France  did  of  nniycr&l  empire  j  but 
#e  arc  as  fecure  from  that  as  die  word  dPche  im* 
itiutabtc  God  can  make  us.  At  the  dtvifion  of  the 
Roman  empire  into  kingdoms,  acco{ding  to  the' 
prophecy  of  Daniely  ten  kings  role  up  in  it  about 
one  and  the  lame  time ;  hence  the  empire  i$  called 
a  btc^^  and  the  ten  kings  the  ten  horns  of  the  bcaft^ 
which  iiave  aH,  more  or  leis^  in  times  pa(l>  pufhed 
and  fought  in  defence  of  the  bea(i,  and  in  defence  of 
papery:  and  though  this  exad  number  ten  hadi  not 
always  been  the  fame>  but  fbmenmA  more  and 
fDmctimcs  Icfs,  yet  dia^was  the  number  at  the  firft 
divifion,  and  I  believe  it  will  be  the  (ame  when  God 
judges  Babylon  the  great. 

'  Some  few  years  ago,  if  I  conjcfture  rigfa^  there 
were  eleven  kings  in  the  empire  >->thc  king  of  Bri- 
tain, of  Denmark,  of  Sweden,  of  Poland,  of  Bo- 
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hernia,  of  Pruflia,  of  Naples,  of  Sardinia,  of  France, 
of  Spain,  and  of  Portugal ;  and  although  Prance 
and  Poland  are  now  without  kings,  yet  there  re- 
main nme  ftill.  Whether  dierc  be  any  other 
princes  that  are  crowned  heads  in  the  empire,  I 
know  not ;  but  thofe  above  mentioned  have  bortie 
the  dde  of  kings;  this  is  well  known  among  as. 
The  pope  is  not  included  in  this  lift,  for  he  is  die 
litde  horn  before  whom  three  horns  feM,  ahd^cvcr 
■  fmce  the  4)opes  have  worn  a  triple  crown.  For  (b 
It  is  written — jifter  this  I  Jaw  in  the  Tiigbt  vijons, 
and  Mold  a  fourth  heaft^  dretUful  md  terrihle,  and 
7  '  •  Jirong 


JtrMg  exceedingly ;  ^and  it  had  great  iron  teeth ;  //  de^ 
voured  and  brake  in  pieces^  and  ftamped  ihe  rffidue  with 
the  feet  of  it :  and  it  was  diver/e  from  all  the  beqfts 
that  were  before  it  -,  and  it  had  ten  horns.  I  conjider'- 
ed  the  horns  J  and  behold,  there  came  up  among  them 

c  • 

another  little  horn,  before  whom  there  were  three  of  the 

firji  horns  plucked  up  by  the  roots :  and,  behold,  in  this 

bom  were  dyes  like  the  eyes  of  a  man,  and  a  mouth 

J^aking  great  things,     1  beheld  till  the  tbronis  were 

caft  down,  and  the  Ancient  of  days  did  fit,  ivhofe  gar^ 

ment  was  white  asfnow,  and  the  hair  of  his  head  like 

Jthepure  wool:  bis  throne  was  like  the  fiery  flame,  and 

bis  wheels  as  burning  fire.  '  A  fiery  fir  earn  i£ued  and 

tame  forth  from  before  him :   thoufand  thoufands  mi^ 

mftered  unto  him,  and  ten  thoufand  times  ten  thoufand 

fiood  before  him :  the  judgment  was  fet,  and  the  books 

toere  opened.     I  beheld  then  becaufe  of  the  voice  of  the 

gredt  words  which  the  horn  f^ake :  I'  beheld,  even  tiU 

the  bedft  was  flain,  and  his  body  dejlroyed,  and  given 

to  the  burning  flame.     If  aw  in  the  night  vifions,  and, 

heboid,  one  like  the  Son  of  Man  came  with  the  clouds  of 

heaven,   and  tame  to  the  Ancient  of  days,   and  they 

brought  him  near  before  him.    And  there  was  given 

him  dominion,  and  glory,  and  a  kingdom,  that  aliped^ 

pie,  nations,  and  languages,  fbould  ferve  him:  his  do^ 

minion  is  an  everlafling '  dominion,   which  Jhall  not 

pafs  away,  and  his  kingdom  that  winch  fl^all  not  be 

deftroyed.  Dan.  viij    Daniel,  in  this  vifion,  fees  the 

Chaldean  empire  rolled  round  to  Rome ;  the  Baby- 
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the  Median  and  Perfian,  and  the  Grecian^ 
were,  in  viGon,  pafled  away. 

He  calls  this  ieajl  diverfe  from  all  the  refi^  be* 
cz\x{t  of  the  ecclefiaftical  and  civil  power  being  uf- 
terwoven  together  in  the  pope,  the  head  of  ibe 
beaft,  and  becaufe  it  had  deftroyed  all  the  others. 
He  fees  the  divifion  of  the  empire  into  ten  khfgdoms^ 
hence  he  (ays  the  beaft  had  ten  horns.  .  Then  he 
fees  a  Uuk  bom  fpring  up  among  the  ten  s  this  is 
the  popCj  before  whom  three  horns  were  plucked 
up :  this  alludes  to  the  three  countries  comjuertd  by 
Pepin  and  Charlemab,  kings  of  France,  who  pro* 
moted  the  pope,  and  gave  him  thdc  three  countries 
for  his  patrimony,  and  on  which  account  the  popes 
of  Rome  have  worn  a  triple  crown  ever  fince. 
The  great  words  which  this  horn  fpake,  alludes  to 
the  do&rine  of  devils,  which  the  NewTeftament 
applies  to  him.     At  the  head  of  this  ten-homed 
beaft  he  fitSj  and  will  till  the  Ancient  of  days  comes, 
who  is  defcribed  in  verfe  ninth.    This  coming  of 
Chrift  is  nor  to  judge  the  quick  and  dead,  but  to 
take  to  himielf  his  great  power,  and  to  reign  unt- 
vcrfally  in  a  fpiritual  way.    The  fiery  ftrcam  at* 
tending  him, '  will,  according  to  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,  burn  the  great  whore  with  fire.    The  thou- 
fands  that  minifter  unto  him,  are  thofe  that  em- 
brace his  truth ;  and  thofe  who  ftand  before  him  to 
be  judged,  are  fuch  as  have  killed  his  faints,  and  is 
therefore  called  judging  the  great  whore,  aven^og 

4  die 
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the  blood  of  hts  faints^  and  giving  the  murderers 
Uood  to  drink.  The  books  being  opened>  is  in- 
tended to  (hew  that  he  will  proceed  according  to 
men^  delertSj  and  execute  the  vengeance  threaten- 
cdj  ^t  his  judgments  may  appear  to  be  both  righte- 
ous and  true,  which  is  what  the  living  faints  will 
applaud.  His  coming  with  the  clouds  of  heaven^ 
lunderftand  of  the  invifible  attendance  of  the 
miniftering  angelS)  together  with  the  doud  of  wit- 
neflfc^  upon  earth,  which  will  attend  him.  Read^ 
and  tbey  beard  a  great  vtncefrom  heaven^  J^i^gi  ^^^ 
up  htfber.  And  ibey  afcehded  up  to  heaven  in  a  cloudy 
cndAiir  enemies  bebdd  tbem.  Rev.  xi.  12.  Daniel 
looks  gU  the  body  of  the  bead  was  flain  and  given 
te  Ae  burning  flame ;  this  is  Paul's  man  of  fin>  the 
wicked  one,  whom  the  Lord  fhall  confume  with  the 
fpirit  of  his  mouth,  and  deftroy  by  the  brightnefs  of 
Hi  coming.  And  when  this  is  ^one  Babylon  &lls, 
zfid  the  kingdoms  of*  this  world  become  the  king- 
doms of  our  God,  and  of  his  Chrift ;  and  fo  Daniel 
iays,  Tbere  was  given  bim  dtnninion,  and  glory,  and  a 
JdngJ&m,  that  all  nations  fiould  Jerve  him. 

The  latter  part  of  the  chapter  explains  the  firft. 
Thefe  great  beafts,  which  are  four,  are  four  kings 
which  fhall  arife  out  of  the  earth  4  which  are  the  Ba* 
bylonian,  the  Median  and  Perfian,  the  Grecian, 
and  the  Roman.  Then  I  would  know  the  truth  of 
the  fourth  beaft,  and  of.  the  ten  horns  that  were  in 
his  head,  and  oC^he  other  which  came  up,  and  be« 
fore  whom  three  fell,  even  of  that  horn  that  had  ^ 
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eyes, .  and  a  mouth  that  fpake  very  great  dibgh 
and  whofe  looks  were  more  ftout  than  hia  feliowa» 
This  is  the  pope  i  for  it  follows**!  beheld^  and  the 
fame  horn  mode  war  with  the  faints,  and  prevaikd 
agalnft  theip.  Which  *John  defciibes  thuss  Jbd 
Vfben  ibcy  Jhall  bm)e  fini/bid  tbiir  ufiimtmf^  ike  he^ft 
that  afcendetb  out  of  tbt  bcttomUi  pis  Jball  make  wsr 
againft  tbem^  and  truer  come  thcm^  and  kill  them.  Rev. 
XX.  7*  And  tbi$  horn  i$  to  continue  unUhbe  AfUUfH 
cf  days  came^  and  judffoent  vsas  giveM  t9  ibe/ainfs  ef 
tbe  Mo  Si  Higb ;  and  the  time  tame  tbattbe  Joints  f^ 
/effed  tbe  kingdom.  Dan.  vii.  aa*  This  beaft'Mdi 
his  ten  horns  fball  continue  till  the  witne0e$  &aU 
be  flain  j  and  then  .the  Saviour  will  appear  %  ami 
then  judgment  wiH  be  given  co  the  faints s  tbe  pray- 
ers of  the  fouls  at  the  (ooi  of  the  altar  w^U  be  fiil^ 
anfv?ered — Cbrift  will  avenge  their  blood  on  thofe 
that  dwell  on  the  earth,  and  reward  thp  grent  whoit 
as  ihe  has  rewarded  the  laints^  and  the  cup  diatibe 
bath  given  to  others  fliall  be:  fiUed  to  her  douUe. 
And  then  (hall  come  on  the  univerial  reign  of 
Chrift.  And  fo  it  (cXion^r^'itbus  bejaid^  Tbefuartb, 
heqfi  •  Jhall  be  tbe  fourth  kingdOn  upon  eartb^  wbidk 
Jhall  be  diverfe  Jrom  all  kingdoms^  and  fiyaH  dpmar  tbe 
fvhole  earthy  and  Jhall  tread  it  dcwn^  and  break  it  in 
pieces.  Md  the^  ten  boms  out  of  this  kingdom  are  tin 
kings  that  Jhall  ari/e :  and  another  Jhall  arife  after  tbem^ 
and  be  JbjU  be  diverjo  from  the  frft^  and  be  Jhall 
fuhdue  three  kings.  And  be  fialljpeak  great  Wffdt 
againfi  tbe  Moji  [Jigh,  and  Jhall  wear  out  tbe  faints 
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pf  $be  Moft  ISgb^  and  think  to  cbmgc.  times  and  laws^-^ 
md  ikey  fiaU  h  given  mtp  bis  hfltid  uniil  a  timea^ 
fifne^  <md  tbe  di^ding  ^  /on^-^whicb  is  i  a6o  ycanu 
Aj)d  that  \^  his* time  of  duration,  and  the  end  of 
Chtt  date.bfings  him  to  ruin ;  for  tbe  judpnefU  Jhall 
^then)  ftty  and  they  Jball  take  away  bis  dominion,  ip 
cm^me  and  Jo  defirsy  it  unto  tbe  end.  Dan.  vii.  t^-^ 
a6.  And  then,  comes  on  the  filth  kingdom,  which  is 
the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  and  this  (hall  be  tbe  groaieft 
einpire  that  ever  was  in  the  wm-ldif  and  fo  it  fol- 
lows— yttd  the  Jdagdom  and  dominion,  and  the  greal^  , 
nefs  of  the  kingdom^  under  tbe  whole  heaven^  fhall  be 
given  to  tbe  fe&ple  af  tbe  Joints  of  tbe  Moft  High, 
wboje  hngdom  is  an  everJa^ing  kingdom,  and  all  dih- 
mudons  (or  mkrs)  Jball ferve  and  obey  hink  Hitherto 
is  the  end  rf tbe  matter.  Dan.  vii.  27,  28.  Accord** 
log  to  this  prophecy,  this  be^  and  his  ten  hora^ 
are  tt>  continBe  till  the  Hniverfal  reign  of  Qhrifl; 
And  when  he  comes,  he  will  firft  defiroy  the  beaflr, 
burn  the  whore  with  fire,  avenge  the  blood  of  hifi 
faints*  deftcoy  them  that  deftroy  the  earth,  and  iet 
vpihlSTcrwh ^kingdom,  and  all  nations  (ball  ierve  and 
obey"  him*.  Ezekiel  is  very  clear  upon  this-^e 
lived  to  fee  the  overthrow  of  the  Babylonian  tm^- 
pire,  when  Belihazear  was  flain,  and  Darius  the 
Medean.  tpok  the  kingdom  (Dan.  v.  30,^31);  and 
he  telk  us  that  there  (hall  be  thfee  more  ovenhrows^ 
and  then  the  rightful  Heir«of  all  things  and  of  all 
kingdoms  fhall  comew  7&i^  faith  tbe  Lord  Godi 
Remove  the.  diadem,  and  tsdce  off  the  crown :  this  Jhall  . 

£  4  not 
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not  he  the  Jam:  exalt  bim  that  is  Wj  mit  a^^ 
him  that  is  hi^b.  I  will  ever  turn  j  evertum,  overturn 
it :  arJ  it  JhaU  be  no  more^  until  be  come  Vfbffi  rigJa 
ft  is  i  and  I  u'tll  give  it  htm.     £zfk.  xaii.  26,  27. 

Ic  appears  piain,  from  the  word  of  God^  that  ten 
Hings  will  be  found  in  the  Homan  empire  wbrci 
Chaft  comes  to  fct  up  his  own  fpiritual  and  uiii«* 
vcrfal  kingdom.  This  may  be  ieen  from  the  whole 
book  of  Daniel— the  great  infiage»  or  monarchal 
ftatue^  (hewed  to  Nebuchadnezzar  in  his  dream^  vf 
-plain  upon  this.  The  golden  head  was  the  Baby^ 
Ionian  empire*  and  Nebuchadnezzar  at  the  head  of 
it ;  the  filvcr  arms  and  breafts  were  the  Median 
^nd  Perfian ;  the  belly  and  thighs  of  brafs^  was  the 
Grecian  i  thi:  iron  legs,  the  Roman  s  the  ten  toes, 
the  ten.  Icings  in  it.  The  toes,  part  of  iron  and 
part  of  cl^y^  (hews  that  the  kingdom  fhould  be 
partly  ftrong  and  partly  broken  i  this  is  to  be  feen 
;iow.  And  their  niingiing  the  feed  of  men>  is 
the  family  oompads  1  an^  the  intermarriages  of  one 
crowned  head  with  another*  to  ftrengthen  alliances; 
but  thefe  Ihall  not  cleave  to^ether^  even  as  iron  is 
Xiot  mi^ed  with  miry  clay  (Dan  li.  4j) :  this  is 
now  fulfilling  plain  enough*  and  rn^y  be  ften  be- 
tween France  apd  Spain*  and  between  us  an4 
others.  Now  obferve*  in  the  next  verfe*  thefe  ten 
toes  are  called  kings*  and  during  their  reign  Chrift 
comes  i  for  fo  it  is  written — And  in  the  days  rf  thefe 
kings  JhaU  this  God  of  heaven  Jet  up  a  kingdom^  which 
fiall  PfVer  be  d^royed:   and  the  idngdam  Jball  not 
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bhfi  to  abirfeepk,  hia  itjball  break  tnfieceSyOndccH^ 
Jime  allthefe  kingdms^  and  itJbaUftaudfor  ever.  For-- 
afimcb  4f  tboufmeji  thai  the  Jime  was  cut  out  if  the 
mmUm  vnthmt  hands ^  and  that  it  brake  in  pieces  ibe 
ir(nty  the  brtfs^  the  clay ^  thefihery  and  the  gold-,  the 
great  Gtfdbath  made  known  to  the  king  what  /ball  coma 
to  pafs  hereafter  t  and  the  dream  is  certain^  and  tba 
interpretation  thereof  Jure*  Dan.  ii.  44^  45. 
r  Tbu;^  it  is  plain  that^  during  the  exiftence  of  thefe 
ten  toap>  or  during  the  reign  of  thefe  ten  kings». 
Chrift*s  kingdom  is  to  be  fee  yp,  which  is  confirmed, 
by  John  in  his  Revelation.  Chrift  ftjrks  himfelf 
the  pnnce  of  the  kings  of  the  earthy  Rev.  i.  j^« 
John  is  (hewn  a  dragon  with  ten  homSj  Rev.  xiL  3* 
IThefe  ten  horns  are  faid  to  be  ten  kings»  Rev.  xvii. 
1%.  And  the  ten  horns  which  thou  faweji  are  ten 
kings y  which  have  received  no  kingdom  as  yet  (that  ist» 
they  had  no  kingdoms  in  John's  time),^  hut  receive 
power  as  kings,  one  hour  with  the  beaji  (that  i$»  the 
.  pope  and  thei^  ten  kings^  Ihall  receive  their  power 
as  kings  all  together,  at  the  fame  hour,  or  about 
one  and  the  fame  time;  they  Ihall  all  rife  up  toge* 
Qier).  7x1$/?  kings  hanje  one  mind  (that  is,  are  of  dhe 
religion,  they  were  to  be  all  papifts  together,  as  in 
^rmer  times  they  all  have  been),  and Jhall  give  tbtir 
power  andjhengtb  unto  the  beaji  i  fubmit  th^ir  power 
tp  him,  and  engage  their  ftrength  in  behalf  of  him 
ahd  his  religion^  as  all  of  them  have  do^c,  more  or 
lels. .  ^efe  Jhall  make  war  with  the  Lamb,  and  tha 
t^XfkfrdU  overcome  ibem :  they  have  all  in  times  paft 
^    .  perfecutcil^ 
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pcriccuted  the  fimtSy.  but  the- Aims  ftill  oondmM* 
And  now  mind  what  foUows:  FtfCpdbmipiU  xMr 
tbiir  k<aris  U  futfiH  bis  wU^  and  io  agtti^  4trul  gH^ 
tbiir  Imgikm  unto  tbi  hea/ty  mttii  tbi  wards  §f  G^d 
Jh$uld  h/u&aUd.    And  then  God  wiU  turn  their 
hearts  an^dicr  way*    jhJ  tbe^  ten  bmu  wbUb  ibot§ 
J^vftfi  »poB  tbe  heaftj  th^  ft>aU  baid  tbe  wbore,  md 
Jhdil  make  bit  d^hoe^  md  nakidy  and  fiaU  tai  ber 
flefby  Md  bum  bsr  vsUkfirtn    And  tbe  woman  wbicb 
tboujaw0  is  tbat  great  dtyy  wbicb  r signet b  §ver  /&# 
kings  if  tbaeartb.    Read  Rev.  xvii.    This  is  A« 
word  of  the  Lord}  and  as  long  as  his  wMd  is  toKt 
fo  fure  fhall  .thcie  kings  and  kingdonu;  ftand,  qB 
Babylon  is  no  more.  Nor  (hail  all  the  wUdoavcf  this 
age  of  reafooj  falfely  fo  called,  ever  make  void  oqc 
jot  or  titde  of  God*6  word:  for  this  age  of  reafon  is 
Qbd's  hour,  of  temptation  $  and  the  wifeft  men  in> 
dieir  own  conceit  in  this  .age  are  tbe  &A(ft  caught 
is  th^  devil's  trap : .  they  aim  at  the  deftm&ion  of 
all  the  higher  powers,  but  God  aims  &  the  .dcftruc- 
tioa  of  rebels.    We  are  not .  perfecu ted*  fov  religion^, 
nor  yet  foe  confcience  fake.    If  any  afc  buflfetted,  ie 
is  in  ftri&  ju^Uce,  for  their  6ults.  Tbere£>re,  reader^ 
oeafe  to  hear  the  inftruflion  that  cauieth  thee  to  err 
(tOtOk  the  words  and  .ways  of  wifdom.  Pay  no  r^ardf 
to  any  p>eacher>  either  in  church  or  meeting,  "who, 
kindles  the  flames  of  rebcllion^and  breathes  AOC  nige> 
malice,  and  (laughter,  againft  the  ciiril  rulers,  of  the- 
earthy  for  as  (iire  as  God  coomiumcates  his  (pirkby 
tbe  preaching  of  his  gK>fpel>  fi>  fure  does  die  ikvur 
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thsit  oki  rebeU  tiaitor>  and  murdcrer»  enter  the  heart% 
of  men,  by  the  lesidiDg  of  Tom  Paine's  books,  and 
by  the  iofiamnjatory  diicourlcs-of  fuch  preachefl. 
Tbey  know  not  the  thoughts  tftbe  Lord^  nor^^jhey  m^- 
derfiand  his  councils.  ,    ' ' 

Befides:  what  good  can  b^  expeded  from  pe^f 
jured  men  ?  Men  that  can  make  oath  to  be  tmitt  ap4i 
^ithful  to  their  fovereign,  and  then  rebel  ag^if^; 
him,  are  in  the  fame  awful  ftate  of  Zedekiah  and. 
all  his  prince^  Iu$  prieft^  $nd  his  &lfe  proi)bet8«r 
Wliat!  can  they  fwear  in  (he  prtfenec  of  God  that^ 
they  will  retinquilh  all  ckiai  upon*  the  Bible>:if  they 
prove  faUe  or  unfaithful?  atx}  can. they  ehaUengp 
the  omnifcience  of  Heaven  to,  find  out  the  dnisXy  and  - 
defy  him  to  avenge  it  ?  Cto  they  bring  thenifehres  * 
lUider  every  threatening,  plague^  and  curfe.;  under 
a^l  the  wrathi  judgments,  ^nd  indigiiattoo  of  God, . 
apd  under ;|he  damnation  of  hell>  and  tbeo  ftsnd  w; 
afid  pteaicb,  and  cdll  tflfbrnfelrea  the  fervants  of  God  }  \ 
The  hand  of  God  hadi  been  feeh  upon  Ibme  dt 
tbefe  leduc^  already ;  and  fo  it  is  upon  fi>me  who  ^ 
are>  apd  hajre  been,  (educed  by  them.    Too  may 
rage  and  rail,  and  curfc  me,  as  ]on%  as  you  pleafe^/ 
and  you  may  fend  me  a  few  more  anpnymom  icraps 
of  fcurrility,  rebukes,  and  blafphemy;  but  I  ftUl  tdl> 
you,. that  you  (hall  not  cTcape  the  judgmeac  of  God  : 
by  tloefe  things:  they  thai  &r$/f  vM  keep  firm  'thti 
hour  oftemptatim^  are  ihojt  that  keep  tbi  w^d  (f'bis  > 
patience.  This  is  his  p^omife ;  and  we  (hall  fee  whofe 
word  AtU  ftand»  youis  01^  fail«   Ai^  n^iy  ts  it  caUcd^ 

the 
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tbi  fvord  of  bis  patience  ?  Becaufe  he  ttcrcifed  'fo 
much  patience  in  the  preaching  of  it>  uoder  one  of 
the  vilcil  kings  diat  eirer  reigned»  namely  Herod, 
who  flew  all  the  infants  in  Bethlehem^  in  hopes  of 
killii^  him,  by  whom  kings  reign;  and  when  the 
next  monarch  came  to  the  throne^  his  enemies  cried 
in  ridicule,  Go^  get  thee  out^  for  Herod  will  kill  thee » 
but  he' replied.  Go  tell  tbatfox^  that  I  do  cures  to-day ^ 
4nd  to-morrow,  &c.  &c*  And  why  did  he  call  him 
» (ox  ?  Becaufe  of  his  cunning ;  and  becaufe  of  his 
imjuft  cruelty  againft  the  Lord's  poukry.  f&w  tften^ 
faith  Chrift,  would  I  have  gathered  they  children  toge^ 
tkfr,  even  ms  a  l/en  doth  gather  her  chicken  under  her 
wings^  hut  ye  (xvould  not  f  Two  thoufand  of  thefc 
chicken  the  former  fox,  who  was  of  the  fame  &mily» 
had  killed,  and  now  fought  the  life  of  the  hen  her- 
fdf i  nor  couU  they  reft  till  they  had  killed  both 
the  dam  and  its  young.  Deut.  xxxii.  ii;  xxii;  6. 
It  was  Herod  and  his  nien  of  wft-  who  arrayed  Chrift, 
ihocked  him,  and  fet  him  at  nought;  and  to  aH  diis 
the  Lord  alludes,  when  he  calls  it  the  word  of  his  pa- 
tknee,  and  cautions  us  againll  being  entangled  by 
Satan  in  this  hour  of  temptation.  . 

Women,  too,  young  and  old,  are  breathmg  out 
(laughter  againft  the  ruling  powers.  Tom  Paine 
and  Satan  have  fhiffed  their  head$  full  of  politics.  I 
think  thefe  had  better  guide  the  houfe,  teach  their 
children  to  read,  and  take  in  a  little  plain  work. 
And  old  men,  aUo,  half  in  the  grave  ami  half  out, 
tan  re^  the  g^s^  andJpeakevU  of  the  rulers  rf  the 

people^ 
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f0opk^  Thde  feem  determiiied  to  aA  like  Barabbas^ ' 
ferment  a  fpirit  of  ityurreSlm.  I  believe  the  two 
thieves  had  iotat  hand  in  this ;  and,  if  they  ^.h^^ 
they  were  honeft,  efpecially  one  of  them,  for  he  de- 
clared that  they  Juffisred  juftly^  and  received  the  due 
reward  of  their  deeds.  Luke  xxiii.  41.  But  fure  I 
^am,  that  the  god  of  this  world  muft  be  awfuUy  let 
loofe  upon  us,  when  fo  nuany  are  trying  to  put  tbi 
foundations  of  the  earth  out  of  courfe^  and  to  make  the 
dark  places  of  it  fuU  of  the  habitations  of  cruelty.  If 
civil  magiftrates  are  taken  up  in  the  lips  of  talkers, 
and  become  the  table  chat  and  Icorn  of  women,  the 
iport  of  children,  and  the  ibng  of  drunkards, 
we  may  fear  that  God  and  religion  will  (bon  be  thie 
fame;  for  if  they  honour  not  the  king,  they  will 
foon  tell  us  that  they  fear  not  God.  And  not  a  few, 
who  eat  the  bread  of  the  governors,  are  in  this  ipi-* 
rit  of  rebellion.  Theie  are  like  Ahitbpphel  and  Ju-» 
das,  eat  of  their  matters  bread,  and  lift  up  their 
heels  againft  them.  But  the  deceitful^  and  him.  thai 
laveth  violence^  my  God  hateth. 

I 

Once  more.  It  doth  not  fppear)  as  fbme  ima* 
gine>  that  ciyil  magiftracy  will  be  deftroyed  when 
the  univerfal  kingdom  of  Chrift  is  fet  up ;  for  al- 
though it  is  (aid,  that  the  thrones  were  caft  dawn^  ye& 
it  means  only  the  thrones  of  iniquity,  which  frame 
mif chief  hy  a  law\  thefe  fiaU  have  no  fellowflnp  with 
Chrift.    J3ut  the  thrones  fliall  then  be  eftablifhed 

in  righteoulhefs,  and  be  upholden  by  merey.     For 
the  nations  anc)  kingdoms  that  will  not  ferve  Chrift, 

fluU 
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(hall  periih ;  thofe  kingdoms  fhall  be  utterly  wafted, 
as  choie  nations  were  that  xejeded  Nebuchadnez- 
zar's yoke.  But  as  it  is^  the  kings  of  the  earth  that 
Ihall  hate  the  whore,  and  burn  her  with  fire,  it  is 
plain  that  thefe  kings  will  fight  for  the  Lord  againil 
all  thofe  kings  and  kingdonis  that  Bght  againft  him 
for  Antichrift,  Moreover,  when  the  fulnefs  of  the 
Gentiles  come  to  Zion's  light,  kings  Jhall  come  to 
the  irigbtnefs  of  her  fifing;  yea,  it  is  added,  and  kings 
Jball  be  thy  nutjing  fathers ^  and  their  queens  thy  nurfing 
mothers.  Nor  will  the  world  be  left  without  princes; 
for  the  Father's  promife  to  Chrift  is,  that  .inftead  of 
thy  fathers  (fuch  as  Adam,  Noah,  Abraham,  Ifaac, 
Jacob,  David,  6cc.\fbaU  be  thy  children,  whom  thou 

tnayeft  make  princes  in  all  the  earth.    Nor;lhall  the 

• 

>irorId  be.  without  officers,  nor  yet  without  tax- 
gathcrci-s,  /  will  alfo  make  thine  officers  feace^  and 
thine  txatlors  righteoufnefs.  Violence  Jhall  no  more  be 
beard  in  'thy  land,  wafting  nor  deftruSlicn  within  thy 
borders ;  but  thou  Jhalt  call  thy  walls  falvation,  and 
thy  gates  frcife.  7 he  Lord  Jhall  be  unto  thee  an  ever- 
lafting  light,  and  thy  "^  God  thy  gloryi  thy  people  alfo 
jhall  all  be  righteous  \  they  Jhall  inherit  the  land  for 
ever,  the  branch  of  my  planting,  the  work  of  my  hands, 
that  I. may  be  glorified.  A  little  one  Jhall  become  a 
thoufand,  and  a  f mall  one  a  ftrong  nation:  I  the  Lord 
will  haften  it  in  his  time:    Ifa.  Ix.  17 — 22.     Let 

none  of  us  liften  to  our  charmers,  our  enchanters, 

■ 

a^d  dreamers,  who  have  got  nothing  in  their  heads 
but  anarchy,  nor  any  thing  in  their  hearts  but  ftrife 

and 
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tnd  contendon}  for  civil  rtders  Ihall  rule,  in  de« 
fiance  of  afl  the  unruly,  till  Chrift  comes  to  judge 
the  -world,  Bui  every  man  in  bis  oxvn  order :  Chriji 
the firfi  fruits^  afterward  tbey'thaf  are  Cbrijl^s  at  bis 
eemmg.  Tben  cometb  tbe  end,  wbe»  be  Jhall  bave  de- 
Hvered  up  ib^  kingdom  to  tjod'y  even  tbe  Pat  her-,  when 
be  Jhall  bave  put  dawn  all  rule\  and  all  authority  wii 
power.  For  be  mtift  reign  till  be  bath  put  all  enemiA 
under  bis  feet.  Jbe,  loft  enemy  that,  Jhall  be  defrayed 
is  death,    i  Cor.  XY.  23-^26.      ^ 

Thus  I  have  fhewed  you,  tha^  diole  nations  that 
fubmitted  to  the  Babylonian  yoke  ftoKxl,  and  fo  fhcttt 
that  nation  that  fgbmits  to  Chrift  and  his  word. 
Thofe  nations  that  refufcd  Nebuchadnezzar's  yoke 
were  deftroyed;  and  thofe  nations  that  refbfe  the 
yoke  of  Chrift  fhall  be  utterly  wafted.    Thofe  of 

God's  profcfling  people  who  obeyed  the  Lord's 
voice,  and  fell  away  to  the  Chaldeans,  lived,  and 
returned  again  r  and*  thofe  who  obey  the  Lord's 
voice  now,  and  keep  the  ,word  of  his  patience,  and 
be  fubjcft  to  the  higher  powers,  ihall  be  kept  from 
the  hour  of  temptation.  The  difobedient  and  gain- 
faying  Jews  fell  by* the  famiqe,  peftilence^  and 
fword.  And  the  unruly  now,  who  are  difobcdienx  • 
to  God,  refufe  to  obey  his  word,  and  refift  the 
powers,  fhaU  be  taken,  in  this  hour  of  tcmptarioni 
and  Ihall  receive  to  themfelves  damnation. 

« 

Moreover,  I  haye  Ihcwed  you,  that,  from  the 
time  that  die  Jews  fell  away  to  the  Chaldeans  unto 
the  time  of  their  return  to  their  own  land,   was 

feventy 
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'  fevencjr  yots ;.  and  if  the  man  6t  &n  was  tcirtdod 

or  mahifeftoi  to  the  worlds  ib  as  to  jbe  ieen  and 

,  known  to  be  the  ion  of  perdidoni  in  the  year  6065 

$s  many  affirm^  it  is  plain^  that  as  he  is  to  condnud 
but  X  260  years>  that  from  the  dme  of  the  Wgin« 
ning  of  this  hour  of  tempudon  to  his  dcftrtidiotl 

\  will  be  the  fame  date;  £>  that  67  or  68  years  moftf 

will  bring* him*  to  his  own  place:  his  dmc  now  [9 
within  the  age  of  man.  But  the  difference  between 
the  eaftem  way  of  reckoning  and  ours,  or  the  dif^ 
icrence  which  the  fbbr  and  lunar  years  may  make^ 
I  muft  leave  to  the  learned 

When  the  Jews  went  into  captivity,  ill  the  direat^ 
Cnings  of  heaven  againft  Babylon  were  fent  to  Ba«« 
bylon  after  them  in  a  book»  which  was  to  be  read 
in  Babylonj  and  thm  it  xtuu  tQ  be  hutoi  up  with  afimi 
m  if,  md  to  he  cajl  into  the  mdfi  ofEuphraies^  and  it 
nas  to  he /aid,  Thus  Jball  Babylon  Jinky  andjbalL  not 

»  '  - '  rife  from  the  ey/l  that  I- will  bring  upon  h^.  Jer.  li« 
t^y  64^  This  is  repeated  againft  royftery  BabyloQ^ 
j6tda  mighty  angel  took  up  a  ft  one  like  a  great  milftonei 
and  caft  it  into  thejea^  faying,  Thus  with  violence  jhaU 
A  at  great  city  Babylon  be  thrown  down,  and  JhaU  hi 
found  m  more  at  all.  Rev,  xviil.  %  u  There  were 
ibme  few  even  of  the  falfe  prapht;ts  who  imbibed 
Jcnpmiah's  doiftrine^  and  advanced  itj  but  God's 
•  •word  in  their  mouth  was  neither  a  himmer  nor  i 
fire  i  and*  therefore  thefe  did  not  efcape  il  am  againfi 
the  prophets^  faith  the  Lor dy  thai  fteal  my  word  every 
9ne  from  bis  neighbour.  Jltv.TiyiiiU  ^o.    Hence  the 

flying 
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fi/ing  roll  purfued  thefe  as  well  as  the  others ;  for 
the  curfc  was  not  only  to  enter  into  the  houfe  of  him 
that  fweareth  falfely^  but  into  the  houfe  of  the  thief 
alfo.  Zech.  v.  4. 

The  miniftry  of  Jeremiah  was  to  fcparate  the 
obedient  from  the  difobedient.     Therefore  thus  faitb 
the  Lardy  If  thou  return^  then  I  will  bring  thee  again^ 
and  thou  fhalt  fland  before  me:  and  if  thou  take  forth 
the  precious  from  the  viUy  thou  fhalt  be  as  my  mouth: 
let  them  return  unto  thee,  but  return  not  thou  unto  them. 
And  IwiUmake  thee  unto  this  people  a  fenced  brazen 
wall,  and  they  fhdl  fight  againft  thee,  but  they  JhaU 
not  prevail  againft  thee :  for  I  am  with  thee  to  /ave 
thee,  and  to  deliver  thee,  faith  the  Lord/    And  I  wiff 
deliver  thee  out  of  the  hand  of  the  wicked^  and  I  wiH 
redeem  thee  out  of  the  hand  of  the  terribk.   Jcr.  xv. 
1 9—2 1 .    The  vile  from  the  previous  were  to  be 
known  by  their  Tubjeftion  or  non-fubjedion  to  the 
higher  powers.     The  higheft  ruling  power  Aen  in 
the  world  was  the  king  bf  Babylon,  and  God  had 
made  him  fo,  though  he  was  qothing  but  a  poor 
pagan.  ^  Thofe  that  believed  the  word  of  the  Lord,* ' 
and  fell  to  the  Chaldeans,  were  the  •  precious  i  ahd 
thofc  who.  rcjefted  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  .fought 
•againft  the  king  of  Babylon,  were  the  vile.    Thefe, 
and  all  the  heathen  nations  |hat  difobeyed  the  Lord, 
were  doomed  to  deftniftion.     To  deftrov  thefe  Ve- 
bels  afterwards  was  the  work  of  the  Lord)  and  every 
one  that  held  back  his  fword  from  them  was  to  be 
curfed  of  God. ' .  Curfed  be  he  that  dpeth  the  ^^  of 
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.  fhi  Lcrd  decHlfuUyi  andcurfei  he  be  that  keepetb  foA 
bis fuwrd Jrtm  ilood^  Jcr.  xlvii,  lo. 

I  have  had  fome  of  the  fame  fighdng  agaloft  me 
ES*Jeremiall  had  againft  him.  There  was  a  knot 
of  young  wife  men  amox^  usj  who  were  great 
readers  and  admirers  of  Tom  Paine ;  and  vvhtn 
tbejr  became  ftrong  in  the  bonds  of  iiuqnity,  Satan 
found  acceis  to  their  hearts^  and  by  him  they  con* 
ccived  no  finall  degree  of  cnty ;  and  their  malice 
acid  prejudice  began  to  rife  fb  high  againft  me,  that 

'feme  of  them  could  hardly  keep  filence  in  the  houfe 
of  God.'  *My  difcourfc  on  ibe  B^oks  and  tbi  Parcb^ 
vunti  exafperated  them  to  the  higheil  pitch  of  des- 
peration and  Qiadncls;  and  when  that  (on  of  Be* 
Ikl  cettic  aftiong  you  from  Plymouth  Dock^  they 
then  thought  u>  feek  revenge^  or  to  avenge  them^ 
ielves  on  mei  the  iecret  leaven  of  malice  and 
wickedneis  that  bad  long  worked  within  them 
boiled  tip)  ftnd  raq  over,  the  cockatrice  eggs  were 
broken> '  aad  out  came  the  vipers.  *  W  wbofe  haired 
'  is  covered  with  deceit^   bis  vmkednefs  Jball  be  Jbewn 

*  f^are  tbe'^bole  congregation.  Prov.  xxvx.  26.  God 
liad  (hewn  me  this,  nine  months  before  it  happened^ 
in  &  dream,  which  I  then  told  to  Mr.  Morg^  and 
Mr.  Winkworth.    And  at  thU  thAe  he  gave  mc. 

^sdfo  another  dream  fimtlar  to  the  fb/cper,  which 
Atfwed  me  what  we  were  to  do;  God  had  then 
dtfcovered  die  vile,  and  we  were  to  feparate  them 
from  the  precious,  while  the  Spirit  of  God,  in  th^ 
fotflsof  the  righteous,  feparated  them  from  their  af- 
6  feftions : 
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fedions :  and  wba^  the  Lord  of  life  and  gloJ7  fo!^ 
told  may  be  vifibly  feen  in  many  of  them  at  thii 
day ;  namely,  that  they  who  al^de  not  in  the  vine 
are  call:  forth  as  a  branch,  and  are  withered,  anA 
men  gather  them,  that  is,  wicked  men  gather  thena 
into  then*  company,  and  they  are  burned*  in  le(s 
tfoan  fix  months  after  the  fecond  arrival  of  the  above-^ 
sneoctoned  fon  of  Belial,  and  after  a.iecond  influN 
ence  under  his  alluring  fbroifgb  the  luff  of  the  JUJh, 
snd  nmcb  wantomufs^  npt  leis  than  fix  peribns  werf 
known  to  give  tbemfelves  up  to  the  fm  Qf  adulcery^ 
and  are  now  gone  over  to  the  awful  tribunal  of 
pod  ;-^/^  wbortmoBger  and  th£  adulterer  God  wi9 
judg/f. 

'  \  kncyWs  At  thk  time,  feveral  indvviduab,  whor 
ky  i>ear  to  my  heart,  and  who  have  drank  into  thi^ 
ipirit  of  dffaffedion  and  rebellbn,  who  are  vifibty 
Ihiisen  jof  God;  the  hand  of  G9d  has  gone  ou<^ 
agalhft  two,  in  a  way  of  providence,  even  nil  thev 
wonder  what  can  be  the  cauie.  I  know  tlie  catife«. 
Three  more  I  know  who  are,  or  hastre  been,  un-* 
der  the  ^re^s  of  divine  joftice  in  their  confciences, 
and  fo  fmitten  With  ^the  terrors  of  God,  and  at  the 
4  fame  time  cheri(htng  rebcHion  and  madnefs  in  their 
'  hearts,  till  their  Heep  has  departed  from  them  i  and 
others  have  been  fmitten  in  other  ways,  and  it  mufE 
be.fo:  for  (bole  who  make  to  them&lves  crooked 
ways  (hall  not  know  peace. .  Crooked  ways  are 
thofe  ways  that  are  contrary  to  God ;  and  this  is  re- 
fifting  his  wiU^  and  rofiftiag  the  ordinanqe  of  God« 
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and  cbcrilhing  a  fpirit  of  rebellion  agamft  the- very 
t)Owcrs  which  God  haA  fct  up,  and  which  proteft 
us  in  the  worlhip  of  God ;  and  fuch  can  cxpedt  to 
*  6re  no  better  than  thofc  who  cbnfpircd  wfth  Abla- 
lom  againfl  David. 

I  afti  iiQt  alone  in  nt;  teftimony ;   I  have  two 
true  yokefellows,  who£:  names  ftand  at  the  front  of 
this  difcourfe,  whom  God  hath  fet  as  iron  pillars  to 
refift  this  fpirit  of  Satan. 

\  God  hach  vifibly  mingled  ^  perverfe  fpirit  among 

thefc  opp6fcrs  ^  ahd.  many  who  have  longed  for  the 

*  overthrow,  and  have  at  times  been  alnioft  ready  to 

ftout  for  viAory^  have  hitlierto  beeo  difappointed, 

aotwichffanding  ail  the  mutterings  and  confpiracies 

■ 

which  have  taken  place— and  I  know  tbey  have  err^ 
ed  in  every  fvori  of  tbdrsy  as  a  drunken  man  ft  aggers 
in  his  I'owii.  Ifa.  xix*  14.  And  whatever  ic  is  to  ter- 
minate ini  whether  in  a  pcftilence,  or  what  fl0t» 
^e  promoters  of  ic  ihall  mod  furely  fare  the  wtbrft 
in  it;  and  thofe  who  keep  the  word  of  the  ijord's 
f)atieQce,  fhall  be  kept  from  ruin  and  deflru6tion 
in  this  hour  of  temptation.  And  God*  Ihall  fhew 
you,  in  due  titpe,  whether  this  my  work^  or  this 
my  counfel,  be  of  God,  or  of  man.   .  ^ 

Nor  (hall  you  ever  run  from  tins  my  teftimony, 
for  I  am  made  manifefl  in  your  confciences-;  if 
you  are  fcnt  to  hd>>  as  a  favour  of  death.unto  death, 
I  fhall  purfuo  you^  and  my  teftimonf  will  fland 
againft  yoi^,  and  you  fhall  fee  me  wkh  xhe  eyes  of 
.  your  mind,  even  dicrc,  as  a  witnefs  againft  you : — 

aa 


a^  luFC  as  Mofes  accufed  the  JeWs  in  the  days  of 
Chrift  for  their  rejcftion  of  him,  and  as  furc  as  tjie 
rich  glutton  in  hell  faw  the  beggar  Lazarus  in  the  • 
bofom  of  Abraham.  And  if  you  arc  obedient  to 
the  Word  of  the  Lord,  as  a  favour  of  life  unto  life, 
you  (hall  acknowledge  me  to  the  end;  for  thofe 
that  bear  precious  feed  fhall  return  again  rejoicing, 
bringing  their  Iheaves  with  them.  I  k*now  whf re 
this  my  teaching,  and  this  my  teftimony, .  came  . 
from,  and  I  know  it  is  of  God  f  therefore  rerqcm-i 
ber  that  I  have  admoni(hed  you,  cautioned  ybU| 
and  warned  you  this  day.  Thus  I  have  ciomplied, 
alfo,  with,  the  rcqueft  of  them  who  wifhc^  me  fo 
much  to  print  it,  which  is  what  I  did  not  intend ; 
but  as  I  had  feven  difcouries  to  deliver  fo  ibon  after 
the  delivery  of  this,  it  cannot  be  expefted  that  I 
could  put  it  down  juft  as  it  was  delivered.  And 
furthermore,  as  fonic  ^erfons  wilhcd  ipe  to  publilh 
the  laft  Sunday  m6rning's  difcourfe,  delivered  from 
Dan.  ii.  45,  Ihave  interwoven  a  few  of  the  heads  of  * 
,  that  in  this  diibourfe,  which  mud  fuffice  for  the  pre* 
ient|  as  I  have  fo  little  time  on  my  hapds. 
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